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PREFACE TO VOLUME IX. 


OF TBB 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL. 


THIS volume treats of Murshidlbddj the metropolitan 
District of Lower Bengal in the last century, and of P&bnfi, 
the District which has become the central mart for the great 
new staple of Bengal in the present day, Murahldib&d 
forms one of the few examples of a District which has de¬ 
clined in opulence and importance under British rule. In 
1765 we found it overflowing with the wealth of a luxurious 
court and capital ; during the early years of our Government 
it continued to be tlie seat of the supreme civil and criminal 
tribunals; nor was it until 1790 that the final appeal in 
criminal suits was definitively transferred from the ' muti¬ 
lated Chiefship ' to Calcutta. MurshidiMdj moreover, was 
the commercial not less than the political capital of Lower 
Bengal, The great native bankers kept their hoards within 
its walls. Kisimbdz&r, in its immediate neighbourhood, 
formed the site of one of the oldest and most splendid of the 
Company's mercantile settlements. The history of Mur- 
shidibid during the last century was the history of Lower 
Bengal. It is now a decaying rural town ; and of the fortified 
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warehouses of KasimbaEcir, all that remains are some brick 
ruins in a swamp. 

The existence of FdbnA, Ss a separate District, dates only 
from 1832; and it was not till 1859 that it became altogether 
a separate administrative unit Lying at the point of the 
angle formed by the convergence of the Ganges and Brahma¬ 
putra, it commands the two river highways of Eastern 
India, Its marts, often of mushroom growth, have become 
centres for collecting and re-distributing' the exports and 
imports of rich provinces , and the Sirdjganj merchants 
transact, on an arid sandbank, half the jute trade of Bengal* 
The rural population have proved themselves quick to ap¬ 
preciate and to act upon the rights which English rule secures 
to rich and poor. They have fought out with keen persist¬ 
ence, but with few ebullitions of violence, the struggle be¬ 
tween landlord and tenant, and are conducting before our 
eyes an agrarian revolution by due course of law. 

The Districts of Mursfrid£b£d and PAbnd, dealt with in 
this volume, contained in 1S72 a population of 2 , 565,220 
souls, and covered an area, as estimated for the Census of 
that year, of 4616 square- miles, I beg to express my 
obligations to my friend Mr, J, S, Cotton, late Fellow of 
Queen’s College, Oxford, for his help in compiling the 
Murshidibdd Account, 


W. W, R 
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ERRATA et ADDENDA. 

Page 63, in table, for 1 Beddugd * read ' Belddng£’ 
Page 97, line i insert* VoL 1 / 


I shall be grateful for any corrections or suggestions which 
occur to the reader. They may be addressed to me, care of 
the Secretary to the Bengal Government, Calcutta. 




INTRODUCTORY NOTE, 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The local weights and measuresaxe given in detail atpp. 113-114, 
and 309. In some instances m the following volume* these 
weights and measures have been converted into their English 
equivalents, and the native names have not been added. In such 
cases the reconversion from the English equivalents may be effected 
wirh sufficient accuracy in accordance with the following tables ;— 


MONEY. 

i pie of an dnn£) = ^ farthing. 

1 pice of an dnni) ^ r-J farthings. 

1 £nu£ taV of a rupee) ■= pence. 

The rupee is worth, according to the rate of exchange, from is. fid. 
to as. \ but for conventional conversions it is taken at as. 

WEIGHTS. 

The unit of weight is the ser (seer), winch varies in different Dis¬ 
tricts from about !bs, to 2 "20 5 lbs. This latter is the standard 
ser as fixed by Government, and corresponds to the metrical 
kilogramme. For local calculations in Lower Bengal, the recognised 
ser may be taken at a lba The conversion of Indian into English 
weights would then be as follows 

1 chhat&k Mr of a ser) ±= a 02. 

1 ser (iV of a maund) == 2 lbs. 

1 man or maund (say) = 82 Jbs, 

lA HD MEASURE. 

The unit of land measure is the bighA, which varies from £ of 
an acre to almost r acre. The Government standard bighd is 
14^400 square feetj or say $ of an acre] and this bighi has been 
uniformly adopted throughout the following volume. 






STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 


OF TJJE 

DISTRICT OF MURSHIDABAD . 1 

-*- 

M URSHIDABAD District was, until 1S75. a portion gf tie 
Division or Commissionership of Rljshihf; but in that 
year it was transferred to the Presidency Division, of which it now 
forms the north-western corner. It is situated between 23’ 43' 3 5" 
and 24* 52' o* north latitude, and, 5 7° 3 g' 5" and &S : r6' 55* east 
longitude. The area, exclusive of the larger rivers, is 246 2 '44 

1 This Account of Mmhtf&b&d District lias been compiled chiefly from the 
following sources;—( i) The nnswers to Riy five setits of questions, signed by 
Mr. Hankey, C.S., the Collector, by Mr. Jeffery, C.S,, Assistant Magistrate, 
end by B£bu lonkim Chandra Chattarji, Deputy-Collector, dated *870-71; (2) 
Statistical and Geographical Report of Murid: id ah ad District by the Revenue 
Surveyor, Captain (now Colonel) Gastnell, dated 1857 ; (3,) Report On tile Rivers 
of Bengal, by Captain W, §. Shcrwill {Calcutta, I& 5 $); (4) Report Oil the Bengal 
Census Of 1872, hy Mr, Beverley, C. S., with Subsequent District Coinpliatlon by 
Mr, Magrath, C.S, ; (j) Report on the Land Tenures of the District, by Babu 
Bankim Chandra Qiattnrji. Deputy-Collector, dated October 1S73 ; fd) State¬ 
ment of the prevailing RftttS of Rent in the District,- drawn up by Mr. Wav ell, 
C.S., officiating Collector, and dated August 1872 ; (?) An. article in the Calcutta, 
Review (voL vi.) on f The Banka of the Bhigiratlu, 5 l>y pie Rev. J. Long ; (Si 
Selections from Records of tile Government of India, edited hy the Rtv, J. Long ; 
{9) MS. Records of tile Board nf Revenue at Calcutta, from 1 7S3 £0 1807 ; (10) 
Slew-art’s JRistcrytf BtNgal (Calcutta reprint, 1E47); (ll) Mills ffistoty qf finish 
Tttditt (tjuarto, I Si 7) ; (12) Onne T B Military History of ike British in Hindus?An 
(Madras reprint, l 36 r)j (13) Travels ef a Hindu, by Babu Bholanith Chandra ; 
{14) Resolution of the Bengal Government on the Boat Traffic of Bengal, dated 
October 1875 \ (15) Annual Reports on the Administration of Bengal, 1871—1E74 j 
(ifi) Selections front Annual Administration Reports by the Collector 1871—73 ; 
(17} Annual Reports oil the Police of the Lower Provinces, 18 72-74; (IS) Annual. 
Reports on the Jnils of the Lower Provinces, 1872-1874, with statistics for curlier 
years, specially prepared by the Inspector-General; (19) Annual Reports of the 
educational Department fur 1 SjU- 57 , ^ S6a--6 i, 1870-74 ■ (20} Postal Statistics, 
VOL. IX, B 
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square miles, as returned by the Boundary Commissioner in 1874. 
The total population, as ascertained by the Census of 1872, is 
r > 353> 62 6 souls. For the purposes of the Census, the area was 
taken at 2578 square miles; and out of regard to uniformity, this 
figure has been adopted for the calculation of all averages in this 
Account The Civil Station and the Administrative Headquarters are 
at Barhampur (Berhampore), situated on the left bank of the Bhrigi- 
rathl river, in 2^ 6' 30" north latitude and 88° 17' 31" cast longitude. 
Barhampur is also the site of long-established military cantonments, 
and was until 1875 the headquarters of the Commissioner of the 
Rijshihf Division. The largest town, however, in the District is 
the city of Murshidibdd, the latest Muhammadan capital of Bengal 
and still the residence of the Nawib, which lies on the same bank 
of the BMgirathf, some five miles farther up the river, in 24° 11' 5" 
north latitude and 88° 18' 50" east longitude. 

Boundaries. —The District of Murshidibid is bounded along its 
whole frontier from the extreme north to the south-east by the 
Ganges, which separates it from the Districts of Maldah and Rdj- 
sMhl. On the south it is bounded by the Districts of Nadiydi and 
BardwAn, the river Jalangi forming the south-eastern frontier for a 
considerable distance. To the east lie the Districts of Btrbhtfm and 
the Santdl Pargands. 

Chances in Jurisdiction. —As enclosing in its centre the metro¬ 
politan city of Murshiddbdd, this tract of country rose into impor¬ 
tance towards the close of the Muhammadan rule in Bengal. For 
some time, also, after the acquisition of the diwdni by the East India 
Company, the entire administration was suffered to remain in the 
hands of the Musalmdn officials. The English Governor of Bengal 
always lived at Calcutta, but a Resident was stationed at Murshi- 
dibdd, to be present at the darbar of the Nawib, and to control the 
finances of the whole of Bengal. The British obtained the diwdtii 
in 1765, and in 17 72 Warren Hastings removed the Supreme Civil and 
Criminal Courts to Calcutta. After an experience of three years, the 

furnished by the Director-Ceneral of Post Offices; (21) Area, latitudes, and 
longitudes, furnished by the Surveyor-General; (22) ParganA Statistics of Bengal, 
printed by the Board of Revenue; (23) The answers to my series of medical 
questions, signed by J. White, M. D., Civil Surgeon; (24) Annual Meteorological 
Reports of Bengal for 1871 and 1872 ; (25) Annual Reports on the Charitable 
Dispensaries of Bengal for 1871 and 1872; (26) A MS. compilation on the Diwdni 
of MurshidAbad, by Mr. Gobble, CS.; (27) Various numbers of the Calcutta 
Gazette; (28) Aitchison’s Treaties and Engagements relating to India. 
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tribunal of criminal justice was re-transferred to MurshiddMd j and 
it was not till 179c, under Lord Cornwallis, that both the supreme 
revenue mod criminal jurisdictions were ultimately fixed at the present 
capital of India, The importance of the District of MurshidiMd, 
declined with the decay of its chief city. In the beginning, its area 
included not only the present .District, but also the neighbouring 
zamind&tis of BfrbMm and Bishnupur. In August 17 S3., thE records 
of the Board of Revenue contain a letter from the Chief of Murshi- 
dsCMd, in which he complains of ‘the lessened consequence of his 
present station, owing to his power being circumscribed and his very 
limited charge of collections, 1 He requests that ‘the city and environs 
of the city of Mursbiddbad may be placed under his authority, and 
that the amount of his collections may be made equal to that of his 
disbursements, in order to mate bis official situation respectable/ 
In 17S5 the Collector of Murshiddbid declared that the lawless con¬ 
dition of Birbhilm had grown beyond the control of the civil power, 
and petitioned for troops to act against the armed banditti. The 
burden principalities of Eirbhum and Bishnupur were finally severed 
from their connection with Murshiddhdd, and formed into one inde¬ 
pendent District in 17B7- Other considerable changes appear to 
have taken pi ace at the same time. I n 17 8 6 , Mr r Dawson, then Chief 
of Murshiddbdd, complained that 1 it is so changed from what it for¬ 
merly was, that had I all the plans that at various times have been 
made thereof before me, it would be difficult to point out with any 
degree of accuracy my mutilated Chiefship, so intersected it is-and 
interspersed/ The former pre-eminence of Murshiddbdd came to 
be so fur forgotten, that in iSod it seems to have been proposed tQ 
do away with its existence altogether as a separate Collectorate, 
The office of Judge and Magistrate of the District of MurshiddMd 
was for the time abolished, but in the end ‘it was deemed inadvis¬ 
able to transfer tire collections of Murshiddbdd to the charge of the 
Collector of Bftbhtfm/ The result of these many changes was to 
cause innumerable discrepancies between the areas comprised under 
the revenu e and the criminal jnrisdiction. The revenue area depen d ed 
upon the position of the old tiargands, which, continued to pay their 
revenue into the former treasury, however subdivided and scattered 
they might become. The area of the criminal jurisdiction, was 
determined simply by motives of administrative convenience. The 
necessity that was. felt for the more effectual suppression of crime in 
remote parts of the District, led to those portions being placed under 
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the control of a magistrate nearer at hand than at Murshiddbdd. The 
difficulties caused by these anomalies of jurisdiction have continued 
almost up to the present day, being chiefly encountered on the 
southern and western frontiers of the District The Deputy-Col¬ 
lector thus described the state of affairs in 1870 :—* The boundary- 
•line to the west is most confused, lands belonging to one District 
being frequently found within the boundary of another. In fact, 
boundary-line on this side there is none. The question whether »a 
particular village belongs to Murshiddbdd or to Bfrbhum has often 
to be decided by a reference to the Survey Records.' Tire Revenue 
Surveyor (1857) stated that he had found in Murshiddbdd, lands 
belonging to estates that paid revenue to the Collectorates of Dacca 
and the 24 Pargands. The Deputy-Collector has furnished a list of 
no less than 18 pargands, which were (1870) altogether beyond the 
civil and magisterial jurisdiction of Murshiddbdd, but in which most 
of the villages were subject to its fiscal jurisdiction. It has not been 
thought worth while to reproduce that catalogue in this place, for in 
the year 1872 important rectifications of frontier were effected between 
Murshiddbdd and Blrbhdm, and the old sources of perplexity have 
now been removed. In 1863, as notified in the Calcutta Gazette 
of that year, vol. ii. p. 2016, thirty-four villages were transferred 
from Nadiyd to Murshiddbdd, and the southern boundary of the 
District now runs to the south of the following villages:—Bidhupdrd, 
Lokndthpur, Ekddld, Sfbnagar, Nazirpur, Andulbdrid, Dakdlidpotd, 
and Bdli. 

The present revenue jurisdictions were determined by a notifica¬ 
tion of Government, dated nth February 1875, and published in 
the Calcutta Gazette of the 24th of that month. The north-eastern, 
eastern, and south-eastern boundaries were fixed by the flowing 
streams of the Ganges or Padma and the Jalangf; and such villages 
of the District of Maldah as lie to the right bank of the Ganges 
were transferred to Murshiddbdd. The boundaries on the south 
were also simplified. But the most extensive change was made on 
the west, where thirty-nine villages were transferred to Murshiddbdd 
from the pargands of Swarupsinh, Sherpur, and Rokanpur, in the 
District of Birbhdm, and seven villages from the pargatid of Kdnkjol 
in the District of the Santdl Pargands. In the same notification, 
the jurisdictions of the several ihands or police divisions which com¬ 
pose the District of Murshiddbdd were more particularly defined. 
By a notification, dated 30th October 1875, and published in the 
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Calcutta Gazette for the ictb November, further changes were made 
on the western frontier. No less than 170 villages, lying for the 
most part in pwgan&s Bafbaksinh, Bihrol* Kutabpur, Kdsipur, 
Fathisinh, Sbihjahdnpur, Alinagar, Swartfpsinh* Mohnnpur* BhitshLl, 
Khargr^m, Gopfnathpur, K^tgarb* Sherptir* Sbahzddpur, were trans¬ 
ferred from Mursbldibdd to the District of Bfrbhilm. 

General Physical Aspect, —The District of Mtirshiddb^d 
naturally divides itself into two almost equal portions* which, in 
their geology, their agriculture* and even the religion of their 
inhabitants, form a striking contrast to each other. Tire river 
Bhrfgirathf, which intersects the District nearly due north and 
south* marks the boundary between these two halves. The tract 
to the west of this river is locally known as the Rlrh* and the tract 
to the east as the B&grij—names which recall the oEd fivefold 
division of Bengal under the Hindu kings of Gaur. The western 
tract, or the Rarh, is substantially a continuation of the sub-Yindbyan 
region of hard day and nodular limestone. The land is high and 
slightly undulating, being interspersed with numerous Mk and beds 
of old rivers. The north-western comer has the greatest elevation 3 
and there are places where the limits of this clayey tract are 
marked by banks or bluffs, fifteen and twenty feet high, Tbe 
soil is greyish or reddish, mixed with lime and oxide of iron 3, 
and beds of nodular limestone {hanker} are to be seen scattered 
here and there. The rivers in this part, being hill torrents, are 
liable to sudden freshets, but they never lay the entire country 
under water for any long space of time. The fields, therefore, do 
not possess the extraordinary fertility of a deltaic country, They 
rarely produce more than one crop in tbe year* and that crop is 
the dman. or winter rice, which is not dependent upon early rain 
for a successful harvest, but requires a steady downfall between July 
and October. It may further be noticed that the Census has dis¬ 
closed the curious circumstance, that in all the western ih&n&s or 
police circles the Hindus greatly outnumber the Muhammadans, 
The eastern tract, or tbe Bagri, differs in no material respect from 
the ordinary alluvial plains of Eastern Bengal. It lies almost 
entirely between the Bhigirathi, Ganges, and Jalangi rivers, and in 
addition, is permeated by several other offshoots of the groat river. 
The whole area lies low, and is exposed to annual inundations, 
which occasionally arc so severe as to cause widespread suffering, 
but usually do no move than deposit a top-dressing of inexhaustible 
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fertility. In variety of crops, this portion of the District is not sur¬ 
passed by any part of Bengal, but the dus or early rice crop forms 
the great staple of agriculture. A second or cold-weather crop is also 
yielded by most of the fields. For these two harvests early rains 
axe wanted in April and May, and some rain again in the cold weather. 
In the whole of this tract, with some unimportant exceptions, it has 
been found that the number of Muhammadans exceeds that of the 
Hindus. The aspect of the Rdrh is one of great dreariness, as 
compared with the remainder of the District, or with lower Bengal 
generally. Vegetation is less luxuriant, and during the dry season 
everything becomes parched up and leafless. The following descrip¬ 
tion is given by a native revenue assessor employed in the country: 
—* In February not a vestige of verdure meets the eye. Cattle at 
this season generally subsist on dry stalks of straw. Horses arc fed on 
the vegetation which here and there grows on the surface of stagnant 
pools. No underwood covers the ground, and, as a matter of course, 
great difficulty is experienced in procuring fuel. Bamboos are very 
scarce.’ The boundary between the Rirh and the Bdgri is most 
distinctly marked towards the north-west Here there may be seen 
a bank of stiff clay, gravel, and nodular limestone, about fifteen or 
twenty feet above the low land. Towards the south the bank is 
less clearly defined, and soon vanishes altogether, as the heavy 
ferruginous soil of Bfrbhdm blends imperceptibly with the low and 
recent alluvium. 

This twofold division of Murshiddbdd is not only of importance 
as stamping a distinct character upon the two portions of the 
District, but is still more valuable as furnishing a clue to the early 
history of Bengal. There can hardly be a doubt that the present 
Bhdgirathi represents the old channel of the Ganges, by which the 
greater part of the waters of the sacred river were formerly brought 
down to the sea. The most ancient traditions, tire traces of ruined 
cities, and the indelible record of names, all lead to this conclusion. 
The geological evidence just adduced proves to demonstration that 
the nature of the soil could never have permitted the Ganges to 
have flowed farther to the east than the present course of the 
Bhdgirathi, which is thus fixed as the limit of the Bengal delta, 
and the ancient means of communication with the interior. The 
above suggestions are chiefly taken from Captain Sherwill’s Report 
on the Rivers of Bengal, dated February 1857, in which that officer 
pointed out the historical importance and the practical teaching 
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to be dewed from a proper consideration of the geology of 
Murshid£b£d District 

Hills.— There are no mountains or bill ranges in the District 
The whole of the portion to the west of the Bh£girathi lies at a 
considerable elevation; and towards the north-west there are eight 
small detached hillocks, which are stated by Colonel GastreH, the 
Revenue Surveyor, to be of basaltic formation. The highest of 
them, called Mathur Kill Pih 4 r(, is not more than thirty feet above 
the level of the surrounding country, but is, of course,, considerably 
more than this above the sea. Their base is surrounded with stony 
jungle land, and they are themselves covered with thick brushwood. 
On two of them grow sM and makud trees. 

River System. —The river system of Murshiddbdd is composed 
of the Ganges and its offshoots and tributaries. The Ganges itself 
merely forms the eastern boundary of the District and nowhere 
intersects it; but on die Bhdgirathf, which is thought to be the 
oldest channel of the great river, centre all the trade and historical 
importance of the District. The Ganges is the only river which is 
navigable throughout the year for large native boats of ioo mounds 
burden, or say four tons. During the rainy season the Ehagirathl 
and the Jalangl. can easily float boats of these dimensions, but in 
the hut weather they now dwindle away till they become fordable 
at many points. The fallowing three rivers are also navigable for 
boats of 50 maunds (or say two tons) burden during the rains,—the 
Singd, the E'insloi, and the Dwarkl 

T&e Ganges, qj Padraa, as it is called in this part of its course, 
first touches Murshidibid District at its extreme northern point, 
and then flows in a direction which is almost due south-east, form¬ 
ing the eastern boundary of the District, and dividing it from Maldah 
and RdjsMhh The only tributary of any importance which it re¬ 
ceives from the west is the Singi, which effects a junction with it 
about ten miles from the spot where it first touches the District. 
The Singi enters the District from the Santil Parganis at AdwaM- 
pur, and just below Anknxd factory divides into two branches ; of 
these the one falls into the Ganges near Nay In Sukh, and the other 
at DhulMn. The offshoots of the Ganges, on its western or right 
bank comprise the Bhdglrathf, the Bhrirab, the Sirilm^ri, and the 
Jakngi. The fall of the Ganges is about nine inches per mile, but 
the windings of the river are so great as to reduce this estimate by 
about one-half. The current varies from about three miles an hour 
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in the cold weather to at least double that rate during the rains. 
In particular spots, as, for instance, where the stream rushes round 
some projecting point, this rate of motion is exceeded, and boats 
and steamers find great difficulty in making their way against 
the current. The rise of water in the main channel between the 
middle of May and the middle of August is as much as thirty-two 
feet. The average depth during the dry season is about thirty feet. 
The main current was formerly in the northern side of tire bed, but 
it is now (1872) changing towards the southern or Murshiddbdd 
side. The banks of the Ganges arc composed of sand, and shift 
year by year. They are highly cultivated wherever practicable. 

The Biiagirathi branches off from the Ganges at Chhdpghdti, 
not far from the police station of Sutf. Its course, which is very 
winding, is almost due south; and it finally leaves the District 
below the village of Bidhupdrd, just north of the celebrated battle¬ 
field of Plassey. As has been already said, it divides the District 
into two almost equal portions, and on its banks, chiefly on the 
eastern or left bank, are situated all the historical and wealthy 
towns of the District At Jangipur it receives from the west the 
united waters of the Bdnsloi and Pdgld rivers; and near Saktipur, 
the Chord Dekrd, a considerable branch of the Dwarkd river, flows 
into it, also from tire west. The banks of the Bhdgirathf are usually 
gently sloping on the one side, and abruptly shelving on the other. 
These changes of slope are due to the varying set of the current, 
and occur on the same bank by regular alternations from reach to 
reach. Tire bed of the river is sandy, mixed with clay and a little 
Ganges silt; and in some places there are numerous pebbles brought 
down by the hill streams from the west. 

The Bhairab and the Sialmari are two offshoots from the 
Ganges, which branch out towards the south nearly opposite tire 
town of Rdrnpur Bcauleah on the Rdjshdhi side of the river. They 
both empty themselves, after a very circuitous course, into the 
Jalangf; the Bhairab at Madhupur, and the Sidlmdri below the 
Kapild factory. 

The Jalangi is another and much more important branch of the 
Ganges, which nowhere intersects Murshiddbdd District It leaves 
the parent stream a short distance above the police station of 
Jalangf, and flows in a south-westerly direction, with many windings, 
until it finally leaves the District with an abrupt turn near the village 
of Bdli. During this part of its course it forms the boundary of the 
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Districts of Murshiddbdd and Nadiyd. As a channel for navigation 
it is hardly of less importance than the Bhagirathf. A full account 
of the elaborate measures adopted by Government for keeping open 
the channels of these two rivers wall be found in the Statistical 
Account of Nadiyd, pp. 19-32. 

The Bansloi is the most considerable tributary of the Bhdgirathi. 
It enters the District from the Santdl Pargands not far from the town 
of Mahespur, and, flowing by the police station of Palsd, pursues 
on the whole an easterly course, until it falls into the Bhdgirathi 
opposite the large commercial town of Jangipur. 

The Dwarka or Babla is a moderate-sized stream, which 
wanders, under several names and with many tributaries and 
effluents, throughout the south-western comer of Murshiddbdd. 
That channel which is considered the main stream, and which bears 
the name of Dwarkd, enters the District from Birbhdm not far from 
Margrdm. At first it flows in an easterly direction, until its waters 
are augmented by those of the BrdhminI at Rdm Chandrapur. It 
then turns towards the south-east and intercepts the Mor and the 
Kuiyd, two rivers which also flow down from Birbhdm towards the 
Bhdgirathi. Here commence the numerous backwaters and side 
channels which connect it with the Bhdgirathi, and cause great 
confusion by the changes of name which they occasion. The Bankd 
and the Chord Dekra are the two most important of these lines of 
junction. The main stream continues to flow nearly parallel to the 
Bhdgirathi, and quits the District at Raghupur. This river is 
navigable for the greater portion of its course, and its frequent 
points of connection with the Bhdgirathi render it a very convenient 
means of communication. 

Among minor rivers may be mentioned the Brdhminf, the Mor or 
Maurakhi or Kind, and the Kuiyd, which all flow from the west 
into the Dwarkd, and are partially navigable at the height of the 
rainy season. The Brdhmini enters the District at Gopdlpur, near 
the boundary between the Santdl Pargands and Birbhdm. The Mor 
and the Kuiyd both come from Birbhdm, the former entering 
Murshiddbdd at Marud, and the latter at Shdhbazpur. The beds of 
all these hill streams are of a yellow clay, and pebbly. 

Colonel Gastrell, the Revenue Surveyor, states that * all the rivers 
of the District are liable to overflow their banks during the rains, 
and would annually flood the country if it were not for the numerous 
embankments ( bandhs ) which are maintained in all parts of the 
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District, some by the Government and some by the zatninddrs. 
Accidents to these bandits frequently occur; but great as is the 
immediate injury caused by such accidents, it is not unaccompanied 
by compensations. Fresh and rich deposits are brought in by the 
inundation waters, fertilizing and raising the soil, and greatly bene¬ 
fiting the crop. The reverse effect, however, is sometimes produced. 
A layer of sand may impoverish what was before rich soil.’ In the 
western part of the District the inundations are not of the same 
character as in the cast. ‘ The rivers partake more or less of the 
nature of hill torrents, and are subject to sudden and dangerous 
floods. They often rise from a few feet in depth, overtop their 
banks, and flood the country, in a single night; their fall being as 
rapid as their rise.’ 

Changes in River Courses. —The District of Murshiddbdd, as 
standing at the head of the great Gangetic delta, affords a striking 
example of the grand operations of nature produced by fluvial 
action. There can be no doubt that the present channel of the 
Bhkgirathf, with its sacred traditions and ruined cities, marks the 
ancient course of the Ganges; and it is equally clear that the 
clayey high lands on the right bank of this river must always have 
prevented the Ganges from trending any farther towards the west. 
That portion, however, of the District which lies between the 
Bhigirathi and the present stream of the Ganges has been the 
scene of most important river changes within historical times; nor 
have the causes which produced these changes yet abated their energy. 
The whole of this area is deeply scored with traces of old river beds, 
which represent the various channels scooped out by the waters of 
the Ganges during the period when they were gradually being 
diverted to their present course. Captain Sherwill, in his Report 
on the Rivers of Bengal, quotes an extract from a letter written by the 
French traveller Tavernier in 1666, which proves that the silting up 
of the channel of the Bhigirathf had then already commenced :—7 

* Janvier 6, 1666. 

* Le 6 estant arrive k un gros bourg appelle Donapour a six 
costes de Raje-mehale, j’y laissay Monsieur Bernier qui alloit k 
Casembazar et de la k Ogouli par terre, pareeque quand la rivikre est 
basse, on ne peut passer k cause du grand banc de sable qui est 
devant une ville appellee Soutique.’— Tavernier’s Voyages in India. 

This is the earliest mention in history of the silting up of the 
Bhigirathi. There is, however, another tradition, quoted with 
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apparent acquiescence in Stewart’s History of Bengal (ed. 1847, p. 
323): * Sirdj ud Dauli, fearing lest the English should in their war¬ 
ships pass up the Ganges to the east and north of the K.£simbdz 4 r 
island, and so down the Bhigirathi to Murshidibdd, caused immense 
piles to be driven into the river at Sutf, by which the navigation of 
the Bhigirathf has been closed except for boats, and is only open for 
them during half the year.’ 

4 If the state of the river,’ continues Captain Shcrwill, ‘was so 
bad 200 years ago, what would it have been now, had it not been 
taken in hand by the English Government ? Bandhdls , or lanes 
formed of mats and bamboos, are erected in the shallows, to induce 
the narrowed stream to scour out for itself a deeper passage, and 
the channel is cleared of sunken trees and timber rafts ; but the river 
remains unnavigable for eight months of the year.’ During the 
rainy season, the freshets from the Ganges still come down the 
Bhdgirathf ; but their permanent influence is obliterated by the large 
deposits of mud which they bring with them, and also by the vast 
quantity of dry soil that is blown over the river every year by the 
hot winds from the western high lands. In addition to these 
causes, it is most important to recollect that the general line of 
drainage in tire District of Murshidabdd,' is not from north to south 
along the channel of tire Bhdgirathi, but from north-west to south¬ 
east. The result is, in the first place, that the main waters of the 
Ganges display a greater inclination to proceed in their present 
channel than to strike into the Bhdgirathi; and, secondly, that the 
floods of the Bhdgirathf have always a tendency to overflow its left 
or eastern bank, and wander over the country in the old river beds 
towards the Jalangf river. The surplus water never finds an exit to 
the westward, over the right bank. 

The larger river, the Ganges or Padma, is working its changes by 
a constant alternation of alluvion and diluvion. During the rainy, 
season, the current impinges with immense weight upon banks 
composed of loose soil, which are rapidly undermined. An acre of 
ground has been known to have been swept away in half an hour. 
Large islands are continually rising in the channel, some of them 
many miles in length. In the next year, perhaps, they become 
covered with grass and tamarisk jungle higher than an elephant 
Captain Sherwill states that he has seen such islands 4 become 
inhabited, cleared, and cultivated; the population increases, large 
villages start up; the land revenue is collected for ten or twelve years; 
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and then the whole fabric will disappear within one rainy reason.’ 
The Deputy-Collector reported, in 1870, that the largest of these 
chars, as they are called, was the Baghddngd island, which covered an 
extent of 20,000 bighds , or more than ten square miles. In the neigh¬ 
bourhood of this island, the Ganges has receded at least four miles 
during the past century. The battle-field of Gherid, where the Nawdl > 
Mfr Kdsim Ali Khdn made his last stand against the English, was 
at that time on the brink of tire river. Colonel Gastrell, the Revenue 
Surveyor, states that ‘it is now (1857) some miles distant j but every 
year of late has seen the river coming back to its old channel.’ The 
town of Sutf, which stands near the head of the llhdgiratht, was half 
swept away by the inundations of 1856; and the Bhdgirathi now 
leaves the Ganges at Chhdpghdtf, about ten miles below its former 
point of exit. During the rainy season of 1870, the Nurpur factory, 
which in 1857 was about four miles from the Ganges, was completely 
washed away, and the village of the same name partly destroyed. 
The remaining houses had to be abandoned. 

None of the rivers in the District of Murshiddbdd are subject to 
the influence of the tides, nor do any of them expand into lakes. 
The Ganges is the only river which is not fordable at any time 
during the year. None of them enter the earth by a subterraneous 
course; but it has been observed that, during the dry weather, the 
rivers in the eastern half of the District are partly supplied by in¬ 
filtration from the Ganges. Where that river is broad, and the chars 
are large, the volume of discharge is sensibly affected by the portion 
of the stream which thus passes away through the sand. The soil 
of the river banks has already been described. They are for the 
most part well cultivated. 

Lakes and Marshes. —Many small lakes or lagoons (commonly 
termed Mis or jhils) exist in the District. The largest is the Telkar 
bU, situated a few miles to the west of the civil station of Barhampur. 
It is about 3 miles long by 2f broad. The Bhdndardaha bil is 
also situated in the eastern portion of the District To the west of 
the Bhdgirathf are the Belun, Sakord, and Prilan Mis, which lie close 
together near Khdrgaon, about three miles to the south of the junction 
of the Brdhmini and Dwarki rivers. These appear to be identical 
with * the Bishnupur swamp,’which, according to the ms. Records of 
the Board of Revenue, was artificially connected with the river, at 
the expense of Government, in the year 1800. All these bils are 
joined to the rivers by streams and low khdls, and are each of a good 
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size during the hot season, but during the rains form one large sheet 
of water. The Nawdrangd, Saulmdri, and Sdlukurid Mis, together 
with other small marshes at the tmion of the Mor and Kuiyd with 
the Dwarkd, also form during the rainy season a large lake, about 
twenty miles square. Colonel Gastrell, the Revenue Surveyor, 
remarks that ‘ these large M/s at the confluences of the hill streams 
serve during the floods as natural drainage basins, into which the river 
waters pour. On the subsidence of the rise in the streams, the 
Y waters pent up in the bUs find their way back again into the rivers 

gradually and quietly, and are thus drained off. But for these large 
reservoirs, the southern part of the Rdrh would be much injured by 
floods from the hills/ 

In the Rdrh or western half of the District, there are two very 
large artificial tanks. The one is the Sdgar Dighi, situated near the 
line of railway from Nalhdti to Azimganj, not far from the latter town. 
The other is called Ramna Shaikh Dighi. 

There are no Canals of any importance in the District The 
Chutor, in tire south-western comer, appears to be an embanked 
artificial channel. 

The Loss of Life by Drowning, so far as reported to the police, 
during the years 1862-1867, was 666, which would give an average 
for those six years of hi. 

River Traffic. —There are several towns in Murshiddbdd which 
conduct a thriving trade on the Ganges and Bhdgirathf. Bhagwan- 
gold on the Ganges, in the thdnd or police circle of the same name, 
is a depot for indigo seed brought down by water from Upper Bengal. 
It is strictly a river town, being entirely dependent upon its trade, 
and shifting its position every season according to the varying level 
Ip of the stream. During the rains, when the Ganges overflows the 

low lands lying beneath the permanent town, boats discharge or 
take in their cargo there. On the subsiding of the waters, a village 
immediately springs up on the low land at the river’s edge, at which 
the native boats now touch. It is called Alatali or New Bhagwdn- 
gold. Dhulidn is the only other town on the Ganges with river 
trade. On the Bhdgirathl are situated Jangipur, with its suburb of 
Raghundthganj, and Jidganj, which forms one town with Azimganj 
on the opposite side of the river. At Dhuliin and Jangipur are 
mercantile communities engaged in river traffic. The imports com¬ 
prise tobacco, oil-seeds, sugar, g/d, wheat, and gram, and occasionally 
1 rafts of timber from the upper Provinces. Jangipur also sends out 
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silk. The Deputy-Collector reported in 1870 that the commerce 
of these river towns was being fast absorbed by the railway. Jiriganj 
is the most considerable mercantile place in the District. It is the 
residence of numerous nuxhdjans (native merchants), who deal chiefly 
in cotton, saltpetre, sugar, rice, and silk. Since the opening of the 
railways, the river-borne traffic of the District has largely fallen off. 
A steamer on the Bhdgiratbi has become an unusual sight; but even 
now, during the rains, native craft of all sizes, and of every imagin¬ 
able rig, cover the surface of this river. The commonest names for 
these native boats are ulakh , chuprd-ulahh , bhar, Judd, and pa hoar. 
Occasionally also a large raft of timber, bearing a tiny village, goes 
drifting past, on its way to Calcutta from the mountains of Nepdl. 
In the Census of 1872, the number of boats in the District enume¬ 
rated was 1592, of which total considerably more than one-half 
were in the Subdivision of Jangipur. Further details concerning 
the river traffic of the District, together with the latest statistics, 
will be given subsequently under the heading Commerce and 
Trade. 

Uses of the Water Supply. —It is not known that any of the 
rivers or streams in the District are utilized as a motive power for 
turning mills or in other ways. The Collector reports that the fall 
in the Bdnsloi river is amply sufficient to permit of its being so 
applied, but only in the rainy season. In the western part of the 
District, the waters of the Ills, rivers, and tanks arc extensively 
used for the purposes of irrigation. In the eastern part of the District 
tins is not so much the case, for the annual inundations of the great 
rivers supply sufficient moisture for the crops. A full description of 
the processes of irrigation resorted to will be found on a later page 
in connection with Agriculture. 

Fisheries, Fishing Communities, and Fish. —The fisheries in 
Murshidabdd District are not so profitable as might be expected 
from the extent of its water area. A considerable quantity of the 
fish consumed in the city of Murshiddbdd is regularly imported from 
Maldah and other parts. The Ganges abounds in fish at all times 
of the year, and on its banks reside a laige number of fishermen. 
The Bhigirathl and the Jalangi furnish their principal supply 
during the rainy season. Among confined waters, the Bhdnddrdaha 
bil is most plentifully stocked with fish; but the Telkar and other bUs 
also give employment to a considerable fishing population. In the 
Bhdnddrdaha and Sauld bils , and in the Muti jhil, there is found a 
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species of mussel (Unio), which occasionally contains pearls; but 
they are not plentiful, nor of good size or colour. Some wealthy 
members of the Jain community have taken leases of extensive 
fisheries in the Bhigirathf, in order to prevent the fish from being 
caught It is impossible to present even an approximate estimate 
of the collective value of the fisheries. The Deputy-Collector was 
only able to furnish the following figures :—A rent of ^310 a year 
was paid some time ago by the farmer of Bhdnddrdaha bil; the total 
p rent paid to Government by the farmers of all the Government 

fisheries in the District amounts to ^98 per annum. In the villages 
that line the banks of the rivers and the bils, a considerable propor¬ 
tion of the inhabitants live by the fish they catch. In Bih’ghit on 
the Bhdgirathf, opposite Jangipur, out of 304 families, the Deputy- 
Collector estimates that about 70 are supported in this way. On 
the whole, he conjectures that 1 per cent, of the population in the 
Subdivision of Jangipur live by fishing, and about the same all along 
the Ganges and the Jalangi; but in the north-west and south-west 
of the District this proportion is not maintained. The Census of 
1872 gives the total number of Hindus who belong to the boating 
and fishing castes at only 26,xoo, which is 3*56 of the entire Hindu 
population. To this total there should be added the number of 
Muhammadan fishermen; and it must be borne in mind that 
the Musalmdn element, though in a slight minority in the entire 
District, greatly predominates in those tracts which border on the 
Ganges. It seems probable, therefore, that the conjecture of the 
Deputy-Collector is below the actual truth. 

The following list of fish found in Murshiddbdd District is taken 
from a special report on the subject by the Commissioner of 
Rijshihi Division, dated September 1872:—River fishes—(1) Air, 

(2) bdchd, (3) baghdir , (4) balid, (5) baus, (6) bdld, (7) batkid, (8) 
bhangnd , (9) bhedd, (10) bo Ail, (ri) carp, (12) chandd ,, (13) child, (14) 
chingri or boro ichd, (15) ching or chingurds, (16) child/, (17) dart, 
(18) ddnkond, (19) dkai or silim, (20) eel or bairn, (21) gdgar, (22) 
gdri, (23) hilsd, (24) ichd or boro chingri, (25) karti, (26) kdtd, (27) 
katld, (28) kharsdn, (29) kharsold , (30) khayrd, (31) magur, (32) 
maird, (33) mirgdl, (34) mayd or mauralld, (35) pdbdd, (36) pangds, 
(37) piuli, (38) punthi, (39) rithd, (40) ruhi, (41) saul, (42) sankoch 
or sankar, (43) tengrd, (44) urdt. Tank fishes,—(1) Air, (2) bodil, 

(3) child/, (4) ching, (5) chingri, (6) ddnkond , (7) gdgar , (8) guchl, (9) 

t halangd, (10) katld, (11) khalisd, (12) khayrd, (13) kai, (14) knnchd, 
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(15) mdgur, (16) mayd, (17) mirgdi, (18) phaului , (19) punt hi, (20) 
ruhi, (21) saut, (22) tengrd. 

Marsh Products, etc. —It is not known whether there are at 
present any embankments in Murshidslbid District whose direct 
object is the furtherance of cultivation. There was formerly a small 
embankment along a portion of the Ganges near Khimnl, but it 
lias now been abandoned, apparently because the level of the land 
which it protected has been sufficiently raised. The important em¬ 
bankments along the left bank of the Bhdgirathf, to keep back the 
annual floods of that river, null be described on a subsequent 
page in connection with the preventive measures against Natural 
Calamities. 

The edges and beds of the numerous bils and nd/ds, as the waters 
dry up, are cultivated to the furthest extent The long sloping banks 
of the ndtds and khdls yield good crops of mustard, wheat, and 
other grains. In the vicinity of the bits, boro rice, a coarse-grained, 
red variety, is largely sown. With the advance of the dry weather, 
this is transplanted into the marsh lands, and afterwards harvested 
in the end of March or April. The Deputy-Collector is of opinion 
that a great deal might be done without much expense, by means of 
drainage, to render the swamps far more profitable. He instances 
the Binsabati bit, which in the rains extends almost the whole way 
from Bdlighit on the Bhilgirathi to the hills of the Santdl Pargands. 
In the hot weather the whole of this area is dry except a few low- 
lying spots, and these might easily be drained. He also mentions 
the Krishna Siil, which is evidently the bed of an old river. There 
are still some very deep pools, but the greater part could be made 
fit for cultivation. In many of the bits a process of natural reclama¬ 
tion is going on. Their beds are gradually being elevated, by mud 
washed down by the rivers and streams which pour into them during 
the rains, and by the dry soil which is blown over them during the 
season of the hot winds. The Deputy-Collector states that, owing 
to these causes, the margin of tillage has been observed of late years 
steadily to advance. 

Reeds are occasionally produced on the borders of the marshes, 
but cane is not grown. 

Long-stemmed Rice is occasionally grown in the marshes, but 
not to any very great extent. The Deputy-Collector states that it 
has been known to grow' in water 15 or 18 feet deep; but he is not 
aware that any artificial increase has been effected in the length of 


MINERAL PRODUCTS. 


33 


the stem. The following are the names for the four chief varieties : 
—(x) Jhingdsdil; (2) ajan ; (3) bangatd ; (4) bjiusuri. 

Lines of Drainage. —The general inclination of the District is 
from north-west to south-east; but as the channels of the main 
rivers do not uniformly take this direction, the lines of drainage are 
somewhat irregular and perplexing. The western half of the District 
slopes eastwards toward the Bhdgirathi; but the greater number of 
the hill streams do not find their way directly into that river, but 
are intercepted by the Mis, and for the most part carried off to the 
south by the Dwarkd river. The two chief drainage basins (if such 
they can be called) in this part of the District are that of die 
B 4 r.sloi in the north, and that of the Dwarkri with its confluents in 
the south. The use of the large Mis, in acting as reservoirs to break 
the violence of the floods of these hill streams, has already been 
mentioned. The Mis also serve to drain the surrounding country, 
and discharge their surplus water through the streams which issue 
out of them. The eastern half of the District may be described as 
an isosceles triangle with its apex to the north-west, whose equal 
sides arc formed by the Ganges and the Bhdgirathi, and whose base 
is almost closed by the Jalangf. The line of drainage is not along 
any of these rivers, but might be represented by a line intersecting 
the base at right angles. The local rainfall in tins part of the 
District does not run off either into the Ganges or the Bhdgirathi. 
In the same way the floods of these two great rivers converge 
towards each other, and ultimately make their way across the 
country in a south-easterly direction. It may roughly be stated 
that the greater part of the surplus water ultimately falls into the 
Jalangi by means of the Gobrd mild, the Bhairab, and the Sidlmiri. 
The south-east border of the District is in this way rendered 
extremely moist all the year through, and the effects produced are 
thus described by the Revenue Surveyor:—‘ These channels are 
during the rains connected with the different Mis and khals, forming 
a network of water communication in this part of the District In 
the hot weather, a great number of springs may be observed along 
their banks, caused apparently by the drainage waters percolating 
through the under-strata of sand and sandy soil.’ 

The Mineral Products of the District are, of course, confined 
to the elevated tract in the west, and especially the north-west. 
There is no coal; but earth containing traces of iron is found in 
Palsd thdnd. The character of all the soil in tin’s neighbourhood 
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is ferruginous; but the ore is not worth smelting, owing to the very 
scanty portion of the metal which it contains. Belid Ndrdyanpur, a 
large village on the right bank of the Pdgld nadi, is described by 
the Revenue Surveyor in 1857 as being a market for iron ore. 
There were at that time sixty-two furnaces at work there, but the 
ore was all brought from the neighbouring District of IJirbluim. 
Stone is also to be found in Palsd ihdnd, but the quality is not suit¬ 
able for building purposes. The calcareous earth called ghutin is 
obtained in several parts of the i/idttds of Paisa and Mirzdpur, and 
is extensively used for making lime. In the same localities, and 
generally over the whole of the Rdrh or western half of the District, 
kankar or nodular limestone is found and applied to the purpose of 
road-making. 

Forests and Wild Vegetable Products. —There is one sdl 
forest in the District, called the Mohrapur forest, in the Palsd than A. 
It is now the property of Jdi Sankar Rdi, who purchased it for ^300. 
Besides timber, it yields tasar silk and beeswax. Santdmul and 
anantdmul, medicinal drugs of great repute, are also found in it; 
the latter of these is said to be an excellent substitute for sarsa¬ 
parilla In the west and north-west parts of the District, the lac 
insect has to a certain extent been domesticated on jute plants and 
the Butea frondosa The people who rear it drive an extensive 
trade in lac. The tribes who earn their livelihood by trading in 
jungle products are mostly the San tils and the Dhingars. 

In the south-west of the District, at the confluence of the Mor and 
the Dwarki rivers, there is a tract of low-lying country, about six¬ 
teen square miles in area, known as the Hejil, which is used for 
pasturing cattle. During the rains it is covered with water, and 
produces dus and boro rice; but during the dry season the Goilis 
drive hither numerous herds of cattle. Besides the Hejal, there 
are numerous smaller spots of pasturage ground scattered over the 
District 

Fer^e Natures.—W ild beasts are now very uncommon in the 
District of Murshiddbid The Revenue Surveyor, in 1857, gives the 
following information ‘Tigers are occasionally found in the hilly 
parts to the north-west, which have probably strayed from the 
Santil Pargands. Leopards, civet cats, and wild cats find cover in 
the jungles about the native villages.. Rhinoceros have been seen 
in the north of the District; a few buffaloes still remain in the 
hiawdrangd and Saulmdri bils; and wild hog are found about the 


POPULATION ESTIMATES PRIOR TO 1872. 35 


different swamps and on the chars of the Ganges. All, however, 
are yearly becoming more and more scarce, and but little sport is 
now to be found in the District. The advance of cultivation is 
rapidly driving the wild animals away.' Monkeys of two sorts 
abound, especially in the Rrfrh or western half of the District. In 
the Rdrh, also, several kinds of deer are found, among which are the 
spotted deer, the hog deer, and the antelope. These animals arc 
hunted both for their meat and for their skins. The birds found in 
the District include the black and red partridge, quail, ortolan, snipe, 
plover, wild duck, wild goose, and several sorts of doves, at least two 
kinds of the parrot family, the 'fish-eagle, and many sorts of hawks, 
the common vulture, adjutant, herons, etc. To the list of fishes 
given on a previous page in connection with Fisheries (pp. 31, 
32), may be added the Gangetic porpoise and the crocodile. 

The average annual number of deaths from wild beasts during 
the years 1864-68 was 13 ; and the average number of deaths caused 
by snake-bite during the same period of five years was 222. In the 
year 1869-70 the sum of Rs. 19. 10. o, or just under ^2, was paid in 
rewards for the destruction of wild beasts; but no such rewards have 
ever been offered for keeping down venomous snakes. 

Apart from the fisheries, and a small trade in deerskins carried 
on in the north-west, the fcnc untune do not contribute in any way 
to the wealth of the District 

Population Estimates prior to 1872.—It is hardly necessary 
to state that before the Census of 1872 there existed no trustworthy 
estimates of the population of MurshiddMd District. The totals 
arrived at were formed, not by actual enumeration, but by some 
rough process of average calculations. The old figures, however, 
have a certain interest, though it would l>c most unsafe to use them 
for purposes of comparison with the results of the authoritative 
Census. The area of the District has not been altered during the 
present century to such an extent as to require any modification on 
this account. The Census Report by Mr. Beverley, C.S., p. 102, 
supplies the following information:—‘In 1801, the population was 
estimated at 1,020,572 persons. In 1829, a tolerably accurate 
Census of the District was taken by Mr. H. V. Hathom, the 
Magistrate. The results were as follow:—Hindus—males 268,148, 
females 269,162; total Hindus, 555,310: Muhammadans—males 
216,478, females 196,344; total Muhammadans, 412,822: grand 
total 968,132. In 1837, Mr. Adam took a Census of the thdnd 
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(police circle) of Daulatbdzdr, in the interior of the District, and 
found the population to be 62,037 souls. The population of this 
thdnd is now only 45,779but it is probable that the limits of its 
jurisdiction have been altered since Mr. Adam’s time, as he found 
in it 183 towns and villages, whereas there are now only 135. The 
number of families is also 15 per cent, short of what it then was. 
In 1852-55, the District of Murshiddbdd was surveyed by Colonel 
Gastrell, the Revenue Surveyor. Its area was ascertained to be 
2634 square miles, and the total number of houses and huts was 
220,014. Allowing five souls to each dwelling, the population was 
returned at 1,100,070 souls.’ 

The Census of 1872 was taken in Murshiddbdd on the night 
of the 15th January. The arrangements made beforehand and the 
agencies employed are described in the following report from the 
Magistrate (Census Report^ pp. 18, 19):— 

‘ The preliminary operations were as follow. A register showing 
the villages in the District was prepared in the form prescribed by 
the Inspector-General of Registration. This register was compiled 
from the Survey Registers and the maps in the office, which were, 
some on the inch-to-a-mile scale, some on the four-inches-to- 
a-mile scale. Extracts showing the villages in each thdnd were 
then forwarded to the sub-inspectors of police, for inquiry as to 
their correctness; and any omissions or errors were rectified that 
the local knowledge of the sub-inspectors, or the local inquiries 
held by them, enabled them to make. The lists thus gradually 
became striedy accurate, and it is believed that not a village in the 
whole District has escaped enumeration. Having thus obtained 
an accurate account of all the inhabited land in the District, the 
next step was to appoint enumerators. Lists of the principal resi¬ 
dents of each village were obtained through the police. In the sadr 
Subdivision, Bdbu Bankim Chandra Chattarji, Deputy-Collector, by 
whom a considerable amount of work in connection with the Census 
was performed, personally ascertained, in some cases by visits to 
the interior, that the names given in the police lists were those of 
real head-men. This officer, also, and I myself, took advantage of 
our visits to the interior to explain to the people and to the enumera¬ 
tors the nature and object of the Census that was to be taken, and 
otten succeeded in removing erroneous and mischievous notions 
that prevailed. Partvdnds of appointment were issued to the 
enumerators, whose names had been thus obtained. To carry on 
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the preliminary operations, and to ensure greater accuracy, special 
supervisors were appointed to each tInina. These men went from 
village to village, conferring with the enumerators, testing their com¬ 
petency, instructing them in their duties, dividing villages into 
blocks, and providing for every place a suitable and competent 
staff of enumerators. While the enumerators were thus being 
carefully selected and trained to their work, returns were called 
for and obtained from them, showing the number of houses in each 
block; and the numbers thus obtained served to check and verify 
the numbers furnished by the police. Thus was obtained, first, a 
correct list of villages; and, secondly, a correct list of all houses in 
them. 

‘The agency employed in the Census consisted chiefly of the 
head-men of the village, and the samltiddrd gumashtas, most of 
whom have cheerfully and zealously done the work, and have done 
it without remuneration. In a few cases, where the villages in which 
the Census was to be taken did not furnish a single resident able to 
read and write, paid enumerators had to be sent from elsewhere. 
The total number of paid enumerators employed in the whole Dis¬ 
trict, except in municipalities, was sixty. There are no indigenous 
institutions in the District which could have been used for the pur¬ 
pose of actually taking the Census, although, of course, the chnukidars 
were made use of by the police for the purpose of prewiring the 
lists of the various villages, and subsequently by the supervisors 
and enumerators to assist in pointing out houses, etc. The causes 
of the success which has, in my opinion, attended this first essay at 
taking a Census appear to me to be the following:— 

' 1st The readiness generally evinced by the people to co-operate 
and assist So far as tire enumerators employed were the head¬ 
men of their respective villages, they may perhaps be considered 
as an indigenous institution ; but in many cases the head-men of 
villages cannot read or write. The gumdshtds and other samindAri 
agents of all classes also afforded a great deal of assistance. 

‘ 2d. The efficient aid given by the police. The work was diffi¬ 
cult and new, and was, as a rule, well done. 

‘ 3d. The appointment of numerous well-paid supervisors of in¬ 
telligence, who were first trained to the work which they had to 
perform, and then sent throughout the tracts of country of which 
the supervision had been made over to them, to mix with the people, 
and explain as much as possible what was wanted.' 
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It is noticed in the Census Report, that there was a rumour in 
the District that the authorities intended to blow away the surplus 
population from guns. 

The results of the Census disclosed a total population of 1,353,626 
persons, residing in 303,561 houses and 3753 villages. The total 
area of the District was taken at 2578 square miles, showing (ac¬ 
cording to the calculations of the Census officers) the average density 
of the population to be 525 persons per square mile; the average 
population of each village, 361; and the average number of inmates 
per house, 4‘5. ‘The densest population is, as might be expected, 
to be found in those thands which include the great towns and 
marts on the Bhilgirathi. Bharatpur or Jamu-kdndf, which borders 
on Bfrbhum and Bard win, is also thickly inhabited. The rest of 
the District has probably nowhere more than 500 persons to the 
square mile; while over a large area north and cast of Nalhlti, the 
average Jails to 350.’ 

With regard to the accuracy of the Census, the Collector reported 
as follows :—* Considering that this is a first essay, I think that the 
general result of the Census may be pronounced to be as nearly 
accurate as it is possible to make it with an unpaid agency of village 
residents. As regards actual numbers, the results may, I think, be 
accepted as correct enough for practical purposes. The errors 
that do exist, relate to such matters as imperfect description of 
occupation or imperfect classification as to race. It requires a 
certain amount of education to know that all Musalmlns do not 
belong to the same race, or that all day-labourers cannot be said to 
follow the same occupation ; and this extent of knowledge cannot 
always be expected from a village enumerator.’ 

The table on the two following pages gives the distribution of the 
population, arranged according to Subdivisions and thdnds or police 
circles. The averages have been taken from the Census Report 

Population classified according to Sex and Age. —The 
total population of Murshidibid District consisted in 1872 of 
645.335 males, and 708,291 females; total, *,353,626. The pro¬ 
portion of males in the total population is 47‘6 7 per cent. Classified 
according to age, the Census gives the following results :—Hindus— 
under twelve years of age, males 116,845, and females 98,212; above 
twelve years, males 233,450, and females 284,549. Muhammadans 
—under twelve years of age, males 116,246, and females 96,436; 

[Sentence continued on page 41. 
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SeatiftA f j wxfmuedfrom page 38.] 

above twelve years, males 170,329, and females 310,553. ■ Christians 
—under twelve years of age, males 73, and females 7 9 j above 
twelve yearsj males 21 2, 2nd females r 73- ‘ Others’—under twelve 

years of- age, males 3556, and females 3415 ; above twelve years, 
males 4624, and females 4874. Population of all religions—under 
twelve years of age, males 236^720, and females 198,142; above 
twelve years, males 408, d 15, and females 510,149. The percentage 
of children not exceeding twelve years of age, in the population of 
different religions, is as follows t — Hindus—proportion of male 
children 15'9 per cent, and female children 13*4 pur cent, of the 
total Hindu population; total proportion of children of both sexes, 
ag’3 per cent of the total Hindu population. Muhammadans—pro¬ 
portion of male children 19-3 per cent,, and of female children i6 r o 
per cent, of the total Muhammadan population ; total proportion of 
children of both sexes, 35-3 per cent, of the total Muhammadan 
population. Christians—proportion of male children 13-6 per tent., 
and of female children 147 per cent, of the total Christian popula¬ 
tion; total proportion of children of both sexes, iS - 3 per cent of 
the total Christian population. Other religious denominations— pro¬ 
portion of male children ar'6 per cent, and of female children 
207 per cent, of the total 'other’ population; total proportion of 
children of both sexes, 423 per cent, of the total*other 3 population. 
Population of all religions—proportion of male children 17 '5 per 
cent., and of female children 1416 per cent, of the total District 
population ; proportion of children of both sexes, 32-1 per cent, of 
the total District population. As in almost every other District of 
Bengal, the Census returns show a very small proportion of female 
as compared with male children; while in tire case of persons above 
twelve years of age, there is an excessive proportion of females to 
males. This is probably owing to the fact that girls are considered 
to arrive at womanhood at an earlier age than boys attain manhood ; 
and many of them are consequently entered as adults, while boys 
of the same age are returned as children. The proportion of the 
sexes of all ages, namely, males 47 ’<5 f , and females 52-33 per cent, 
is probably correct. 

Tire number and proportion of insanes, and of persons otherwise 
sffiicted with infirmities, in Murshidibid District, is returned in the 
Census Report as follows :—Insanes—mules 227* and females 4S; 
total 275, or -0203 per cent, of the total population. Idiots—males 
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32, and females 8; total 40, or *0030 per cent, of the total popula¬ 
tion. Deaf and dumb—males 328, and females 112; total 440, or 
•0325 per cent of the total population. Blind—males 726, and 
females 309; total 1035, or ’0765 per cent of the total population. 
Lepers—males 1534, and females 242; total 1776, or *1312 per 
cent, of the total population. It is a curious circumstance that, 
although the females number more than one-half of the total popula¬ 
tion of the District, out of the total number of persons afflicted with 
the above-mentioned infirmities, only one-fifth are women. The 
total number of male infirms amounts to 2847, or '4411 per cent, 
of the total male population ; while the number of female infirms is 
only 719, or ’1015 per cent, of the total female population. The 
total number of infirms of both sexes is 3566, or *2634 per cent 
of the total District population. 

The returns given in the Census Compilation showing the occupa¬ 
tions of the people are omitted, as they do not stand the test of 
statistical criticism. 

Ethnical Division of the People. —The District of Murshidi- 
btfd, jJartly from its geographical position, and partly from its history, 
contains a very mixed population. The Bengalis of the delta, the 
hill tribes from Chutii Nagpur, and the peculiar Hindu castes of 
Behar, are all represented. The presence of the court at Murshidi- 
bfid has introduced races from more distant parts. Rijputs came 
either for purposes of trade, or in search of military service. The 
highest bom of the Musalrain nobility trace their descent from 
Persian ancestors. At the present day the Habshis, or the bodyguard 
of the Nawilb Xizim, are drawn from Abyssinia and other places on 
the east coast of Africa. 

The following list is taken from Mr. Magrath's District Census 
Compilation. It will be observed that it does not classify the 
Muhammadans according to any ethnological principle. The list 
of Hindu castes will be reproduced subsequently (pp. 48-56), but 
arranged on a different principle, according to the rank which each 
holds in local estimation :— 
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Ma.mb or Nationality, 
Tribe, or Casta. 


Name of Nationality, 
Tribe, or Caste. 


Number. 


Number. 


I.-NON-ASIATICS. 

Europeans — 

English, 

Irish, . . 

Scotch, 

Belgian, 

French, 

German, 

Italian, 

Portuguese, . 

Spaniard, . . 

Others, 


2 . Semi-Hinduiztd 
Aboriginalt—continued 
Bind, 

Bund, . 

ChAin, . 

ChAmAr and Muchi, 
Kuril, . 

ChandAl, . 

Dcm, . 

Turf, . . , 

Dosddh, 

IIAri, , 

KdorA, . . . 

Karanga, , 

Koch, . 

RAjbansi, 

MAI, . 

Malo, . 

MihtAr, . 

MusAhor, 

PAsi, . . 

RAj war, 

Shikari, etc., . 

Others, , 


7S7 
2,320 
26.1.'53 
30,619 
2,747 
21,764 
10,49° 
472 

9it 

*3,345 

1,120 


American, 


Total of Non-Asiatics, 


II.—MIXED RACES. 
Eurasian, . . . 


III.- ASIATICS. 

A.—Other than Natives of 
India and Burmah. 

Afghan, 

Armenian, 


3. Hindus, 

(L) Superior Castes. 
Brahman, . , 

Rajput, . . , 

Ghitwdl, 


Total, . 
B.—Natives of India and 
Burmah. 

I. Aboriginal Tribes. 
Bliar, .... 
Bhumij, 

KharwAr, 

Kol, .... 
Nat, ... 
PahAriA, . 

Santal, .... 
Uraon, .... 


(ii.) Intermediate Castes. 
Baidya, . . . 

BhAt, .... 
KAyastli, . . 


19,490 


(iii.) Trading Castes. 
AgarwAla and Marwuri, 
Gandhtxmik, . 

Khatri, . 

Mahuri,. . ' . 

OswAl, . 

Seth, 

SubamAbanlk, 


2. Semi-Hinduised 
A&originalj. 


Bigdi, 

BAheliA, 

BAuri, 

BediyA, 

Bhuiya, 
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Nahe of Nationality, 
Xkibe, os Caste. 

Number. 

(iv.) Pastoral Castes. 


Garerf, .... 
Goila, .... 
Gojar, .... 

224 

39.953 

275 

Total, . 

40,452 

(y.) Castes engaged in 
preparing Cooked Food. 


Ganr&r, .... 
Madak, . . . - • 

2,384 

3.062 

Total, . 

5.446 

(vi.) Agricultural 
Castes. 


AguH, .... 
Band, .... 
Timbuli, . . 

Chasi Dhopi, . 

Dalai, .... 
Kaibartta, 

Koeri, .... 
Kurar, .... 
Kurmi, .... 
Mill, .... 
Pankhya, 

Sadgop, 

Siidra, .... 

249 

3.683 

1,172 

6,320 

373 

102,517 

7,i7i 

2,397 

3,222 

2,483 

32 

29,321 

3* 

Total, . 

m 

158,97* 

(vii. ) Castes rnoaged 
chiefly in Personal 
Service. 


Bebari and Duliyd, 

Dhdnuk, 

Dhiwd, . 

Dhobi, .... 
Hajjam (Napit), 

Kahir, .... 

2,335 

4.487 

23 

' 5,295 
*5,057 
3,4*6 

Total, . 

30,613 

(viil) Artisan Castes. 


Bhiskar, 

Kamar, . 

Kansad, 

Kumar, .... 
Lahed . 

2 

7,450 

583 

11,278 

274 


Kami of Nationality - , 

T ribe, or Castb. 

Nurnbor. 

(viii.) Artisan Castes— 


continued . 


SankMn, 

422 

•Sonar, .... 

4,73* 

Sunri, .... 

16,411 

Sutradhar, . 

10,070 

Tell, .... 

12,873 

Kalu, .... 

26,316 

Total, . 

90,410 

(ix.) Weaver Castes. 


J ogf and Patud, 

5,855 

ICapdli,.... 

1,530 

Kotdl. 

130 

Tint!, .... 

*7,409 

Total, . 

24,930 

(x.) Labouring Castes. 


Belddr, .... 

538 

Chunari, 

*,032 

Kori, .... 

606 

Nuniya, etc.,. 

89 

Parigtiar, , 

129 

Patial, .... 

472 

Total, . 

2,866 

(xi.) Castes engaged 
in Selling Fish and 


Vegetables. 


Metiya, .... 

101 

Nikdd. 

52 

Pundari-kakshya, . 

8,807 

Purd, . . . 

7,364 

Total, . 

16,404 

(xii.) Boating and 
Fishing Castes. 


Gondii,.... 

876 

Jalid, .... 

3 , 0*4 

ICeut, . . . . | 

73 

MAld, . 

7,322 

Minjhf, . 

64 

Munydri, . . . 

103 

Pdtni, .... 

2,529 

Pod. 

86 

Tior, .... 

*2,033 

Total, . 

26,100 
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Name of Nationality, 
Txibe, ob Casts. 

Number. 

Namb of Nationality, 
Tbiuk, ok Caste. 

Number. 

(xiii.) Dancer, Musician, 
Beggar, and Vagabond 
Castes. 

Biirf, etc., . 

Others, .... 

552 

119 

4. Persons of Ilindn Origin 
not recognising Caste, 

Vaishnav, , 

Sanydsi, 

Native Christians, . 

21,464 

X90 

226 

Total, . 

671 

Total, . 

21,880 

(xiv.) Persons enume¬ 
rated by Nationality 
only. 

Hindustani, . 

Madrasi, 

Sikh. 

Uriyi. 

680 

2 

2 

6l 

5. Muhammadans. 

JoM, .... 

Mughul, 

Path an, , 

Sayyid, .... 
Shaikh, .... 
Unspecified, . 

766 

21 

*,647 

209 

3>.870 

5 ^ 8.945 

Total, . 

603,458 

Total, . 

745 






6. — Burmese. 


(xv.) Persons OP U NK.NOWN 
or Unspecified Castes, 


Maglis, .... 

2 

6,149 

Total of Natives of 
India, 

1 . 353.209 





Total op Asiatics, 

1 . 353.316 

Grand Total of Hindus, 

493.731 

Grand Total, 

1.353.626 






Immigration and Emigration in their proper sense do not exist 
in Murshibdbdd. The semi-aboriginal tribes in the north-west of 
the District have probably at some time immigrated from Chutid 
Nigpur or the Santdl Pargands ; and at the present day their 
numbers are occasionally increased by fresh arrivals from the same 
quarter. The wealthy traders in the towns on the Bhdgirathf, to¬ 
gether with their dependants, have certainly come from the north¬ 
west, but their numbers are comparatively small. The emigrants 
from the District consist almost entirely of hill men, who on a slight 
pretext leave their new settlements, and do not always return to 
their originat homes. 

The Collector, in his annual District Report for 1872-73, makes 
the following remarks on this subject:—‘The immigration into 
Murshiddbdd is not on an extensive scale. There is, however, a 
very considerable number of temporary immigrants from Chutid 
Ndgpur, and from Behar and the North-Western Provinces, who 
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pass through Murshiddbid at the commencement of the cold 
weather, on their way to Rangpur, Dinijpur, and other trans- 
Gangetic Districts. The small genuine immigration that there is 
consists mainly of persons of the sipdhi , barkdndaz , horsekeeper, and 
punkah puller classes, who come hither from up-country in search of 
service. The wealth of the Bdluchar and Azfmganj merchants is 
steadily increasing; and the Oswils are thus enabled to gratify 
their pride and love of show by the engagement of these retainers. 
Some of these immigrants, failing to find employment, resort to petty 
thefts.’ ‘ No organized emigration, and but little of any description, 
takes place from this District During the period of more than 
two years since I first came here, I have only seen one recruiter, 
and he disappeared when closely questioned as to his business. The 
number of persons who leave Murshiddbdd to push their fortunes 
in other parts of the country forms quite an insignificant proportion 
in the total population of the District.' 

Aboriginal Tribes and Hill Men. —The total number of the 
aboriginal tribes, according to the arrangement of Mr. Magrath’s 
Census Compilation, amounts to 35,318 souls. The great majority 
of these are composed either of Sant 41 s and Urdons or Nats. 

The Nats are almost confined to Rdmpur Hdt Subdivision; 
but in that little tract they are more numerous than in all the 
remainder of Bengal. They are thus described by Colonel Dalton 
in his Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, p. 326, in treating of the 
Bediyds, whom he terms a branch of the Bijfkir or Nat family:— 

* They are jugglers, fortune-tellers, rope-dancers, beggars, wanderers, 
and bird-killers. Their pursuits are further indicated by the circum¬ 
stance that they have a slang or rogue’s language, only understood 
by themselves. They submit to circumcision, and call themselves 
Muhammadans; but they have many Plindu customs and idolatrous 
practices, and consult Brdhmans on particular occasions.’ It is 
possible that the Nats of Murshiddbdd may have settled down to a 
quiet life of agriculture, for the Deputy-Collector states that ( there 
are no predatory clans in the District, corresponding to the Bediyds 
of Nadiyl’ The Nats cannot have escaped notice through the 
insignificance of their numbers. In Murshiddbdd District -they 
number 18,712, against 30,829 in the whole of Bengal. In Rdmpur 
Hdt Subdivision they number 17,418; and in the thdrtd of the 
same name 12,826, which is more than 14 percent of the entire 
population of that police circle. 
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The Santals, like the Nats, arc most numerous in Rim- 
pur Hit Subdivision. They live for the most part in small com¬ 
munities apart from the ordinary Bengalis, and support themselves 
by agriculture and by selling jungle products. According to the 
Census Report of 1872, their number in Murshidibid is only 3002 ; 
but Mr. Magrath, in his District Compilation, has transferred to this 
heading 7090 unspecified Hindus, raising the total number of Santas 
to 10,092. Of these, a few are scattered through the* District, and, 
together with the Urdons, are employed as day-labourers. 

The Uraons, according to the Census, number 6131 in Murshidd- 
bdd District Nearly half of this number are set down to Rdmpur 
Hit Subdivision. The remainder are to be found either in the 
large towns on the Bhdgirathl, or in the neighbourhood of the indigo 
factories in the eastern half of the District The town Urions are 
locally known as Dhdngars; while those who work in the indigo 
manufacture are included by the Deputy-Collector under the 
common name of Bund., which is said etymologically to mean * wild’ 
or ‘ wood-men.’ The Census Report distinguishes the Bunds, classing 
them under the head of * semi-Hinduized aboriginals ; ’ and returns 
their number in Murshidibid at 2320 persons. Of these people 
generally, the Deputy-Collector gives the following account:—‘Some 
Dhingars are settled in Raghundthganj and Gadi. They act as 
scavengers and do other, low kinds of work. They have to a certain 
extent become Hinduized; their cheek bones are less prominent 
than those of tire aboriginal tribes generally, and their noses less 
flat. This may be due to a partial amalgamation with Hindus of 
the lower castes. They eat poultry, but object to beef; and are 
very fond of spirituous liquors and of dancing. They are less simple 
than in their native hills, and speak a curious jargon, compounded of 
Bengali, Hindi, and their aboriginal language. They worship Ban- 
■bibi , a wood-nymph, but also revere the Hindu deities, and sing of 
R 4 dhd and Krishna. The Dhaugdrs and Santdls find occupation in 
indigofactories and silk filatures, and on the public roads. Villages 
of them are sometimes established near the indigo factories. They 
are there called Bunds ; but under this name are to be found not only 
Dhdngars and Santdls, but also ICols.' The Revenue Surveyor thus 
describes the same people :—‘ They come chiefly from Eirblnim and 
Bhdgalpur [now the Santdl Pargands] Districts, and are a very strong, 
hard-working race, always ready to do a little extra work in the 
indigo vats for some rum or spirits. They require, however, some 
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management, for they are queer - tempered fellows, and liable to 
migrate to other parts on very slight provocation.’ 

The Paharla. Mals are also classed by the Deputy-Collector 
among aboriginal tribes. The Census Report gives the number of 
aboriginal Pahdrids as only 2. The Mils it classes among the 
‘ semi-Hinduized aboriginals,’ and returns their number in Murshidd¬ 
bdd at 29,281. This classification is only maintained for Bengal; 
in Behar, Orissa, and Chutid Ndgpur, the Mdls are ranked with the 
aboriginal tribes. The Mdls are far more numerous in Murshiddbdd 
than in any other District of Bengal, and, like all the other less 
civilised races, greatly predominate in the north-west of the District. 
The Deputy-Collector states that ‘ the Pahdrid Mdls live near the 
common boundary of Murshiddbdd and the Santdl country. In 
religion, manners, language and blood, they form an intermediate 
class between the San tils and the Hindus.’ The aboriginal home 
both of the Pahdrids and the Mdls is undoubtedly on the Rdjmahal 
hills, and in their origin they cannot be distinguished from one 
another. But Colonel Dalton, in his Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal , 
p. 274, gives some description of a third race called the Mdl Pahdrids, 
who in manners and religion are entirely aboriginal. He is of 
opinion that, although they live at the foot of the Rdjmahal hilts, 
they are altogether unconnected with the hill-men proper of Rdj¬ 
mahal. 

Castes. —The following is a list of Hindu castes in Murshiddbdd 
District, as returned by the Deputy-Collector. They are arranged as 
far as possible according to the rank which they hold in local public 
esteem, and their hereditary occupations, etc. have been appended. 
Their numbers have been taken from the Census Report of 1872. 

Superior Castes. —(1) Brdhman, 38,749; priests, landholders, 
zaminddri servants, Government clerks, school-teachers, and culti¬ 
vators. The majority arc poor, but some are in good circumstances, 
and all are highly esteemed. There are a few Brdhman physicians. 
In respect of numbers, the Brdhmans stand third among the castes 
of Murshiddbdd. (2) Kshattriya; these formed the second or 
warrior caste in the old Sanskrit system, but at the present day it is 
believed that no pure Kshattriyas remain, at least in Bengal. Many 
classes, however, still lay claim to the rank. Among these are the 
Khatrfs, a rich up-country trading caste, whose numbers are returned 
in the Census at 9. (3) Rdjput, 13,141. This caste also claims 
the honour of Kshattriyahood. They come from the north-west, 
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and are especially numerous in this District. According to local 
phraseology, they are subdivided into two classes,—the Kenyds, who 
settled near Murshiddbdd for mercantile purposes; and the Raj¬ 
puts proper, whose ancestors formerly served in the Muhammadan 
armies. The villages of Khendud and Rdjput Behdrd are entirely 
occupied by the descendants of a military colony of Rdjputs, holding 
under a grant from the Nawdb. Many Rdjputs arc now employed 
in military' service, and as guards, policemen, and door-keepers. (4) 
Ghdtwdl, 1545. These are not properly a separate caste, though 
they claim to be Rdjputs and Kshattriyas. Their duty formerly 
was,‘as their name imports, to guard the passes and keep the 
hill tribes in check. (5) Aganvdld and Mdrwdri, 347; (6) Oswdl, 
250; (7) Mahuri, 4; (8) Seth, 81. These arc returned as four 
separate castes in the Census Report, but they are merely classes of 
up-country traders, who themselves lay claim to Kshattriyahood, 
and are generally ranked among the Rdjputs. They have been 
settled in the District of Murshiddbdd for some generations, and 
still devote themselves to mercantile pursuits. Some of them also 
hold land and are among the richest men in the District. They 
live in the large commercial centres on the Bhdgirathi, chiefly at 
Jidganj, Bdluchar, Jangipur, and Dhulidn. According to the Deputy- 
Collector, the Aganvdld merchants of Dhulidn profess that they are 
Vaisyas, which was the third or trading caste in the primitive Hindu 
system. He also states that the Rdjd of Ndsipur claims to be a 
Vaisya. The Vaisyas are not mentioned in the Census Report, 
and it is commonly thought that the caste no longer exists. The 
Seths are, possibly, the descendants of the great banking firm of 
Jagat Seth, of which a historical sketch will be given on a later page. 
The word * Seth,’ however, is merely a synonym for 4 banker,’ and 
there are circumstances which render improbable the identification 
suggested above. There is only one recognised descendant of Jagat 
Seth now alive, who still dwells in the ancestral palace at Murshi- 
ddbdd; whereas the Seths of the Census are to be found without a 
single exception in the outlying Subdivision of Rdmpur Hdt It is 
noticeable, also, that the Census returns give 90 Seths in the District 
of Blrbhdm, which adjoins this Subdivision. (9) Baidyd, 2258. The 
hereditary occupation of this caste is as physicians, but many are 
now in Government employ or private service. (10) Bhdt, 155. 
In the old days of Hindu prosperity this caste consisted of the 

heralds and genealogists, who were the necessary attendants on all 
VOL. ix. D 
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great occasions at the houses of the nobles of Bengal. The Bhits 
have now lost their position of dignity, and are merely message- 
bearers and beggars. They claim to be Brdhmans, but are not 
accorded the respect belonging to that rank, (n) Daibajnds; not 
given as a separate caste in the Census Report, being, perhaps, in¬ 
cluded with the Brdhmans. The Deputy-Collector states that they 
are astrologers; and that, though they are Brdhmans in their origin, 
no pure Brdhman could associate with them in the smallest degree 
without forthwith losing his taste. (12) Kdyasth, 17,077. This is 
the writer caste of Bengal. The Kdyasths from an obscure origin 
have raised themselves by their intelligence, industry, and wealth 
to a foremost place in Hindu society. In all the educated profes¬ 
sions they are the competitors of the Brdhmans. 

Castes of undoubted Sudras. —(13) Ndpit or Hajjdm, 15,057 ; 
barbers. (14) Kdmdr, 7450; blacksmiths. (15) Kumdr* 11,278; 
potters. (16) Till or Tell, 12,873. It is doubtful whether these 
two names do not represent two separate castes. The Tells proper 
are oil pressers and oil sellers by hereditary occupation. The Tilis 
t are traders, grain merchants, and landholders, and have by their 
wealth raised themselves to a high position. The family of the 
Barhampur Rdjis, now represented by the Mahdrdnl Swamamayl, 
belongs to the Till caste. (17) Tdmbull or Tdrnll, 1172 ; originally 
growers and sellers of pdn or betel leaf, but some are now traders 
and landed proprietors. (18) Sadgop, 29,321; originally a branch 
of the great cattle-tending caste, but the Sadgops are now ordinary 
cultivators, and are tire most respected of agriculturists. The 
Deputy-Collector mentions also a class called Gop, who have 
ceased to be cowkeepers, and become cultivators and domestic 
servants. (19) Barui or Gochdlf, 3683 ; growers and sellers of pdn 
or betel leaf. (20) Mill, 2483; gardeners, flower sellers, and pith 
workers. (21) Gandhbanik, 11,016; shopkeepers and cultivators. 
(22) Sdnkhdri, 422; cutters of conch shells and manufacturers of 
bracelets. (23) Kdnsdrf, 583; braziers and coppersmiths. The 
Kdnsiris are numerous and well-to-do; and those in Barhampur are 
reckoned to be the most expert workmen of their class in Bengal. 
In the rest of the District they are few in numbers and poor. (24) 
Aguri, 249; a respectable mixed class of cultivators which has 
lately sprung up; not badly off. 

Intermediate Castes. —(25) Gdrerf, 224; dealers in blankets. 
(26) Godla, 39,953; cowherds and milkmen; the second most 
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numerous caste in the District, (ay) Gujar, 2 7 S j an up-country 
pastoral caste. (aS) G&nrir, 2384; preparers and sellers of parched 
rice. (29) Madak, 306 s; sweetmeat makers. (30) Kaibartta, 
io3,5 r 7 1 by far the most numerous caste in the District. The 
persons bearing this name are sharply divided into two classes, 
the JaM Kaibarttas and the Ch£s 4 Kaibarttas. The former, who 
alone in ancient times bore the name of Kaibartta, are fishermen, 
and usually poor, except in some favourable situations on the hanks 
of the Ganges. ^ The Chdsi Kaibarttas form the majority of the 
Hindu cultivators of the soil. Like all cultivators, they are poor, 
but they are not despised an the fishermen are. The Deputy-Col¬ 
lector mentions as remarkable, that the Cli^Sst Kaibarttas, although a 
totally distinct class from the fishing Kaibarttas, are nearly always 
found in villages by the river side, but are never fishermen. (31) 
Daluf, 373 ; cultivators. (3.3) Halwli, not given in the Census 
returns; an up-country caste of sweetmeat sellers and cultivators. 
(33) Chdsri Dhppij 6330; cultivators. (34) Kurmf, 3222 ; an up- 
country caste of shopkeepers, cultivators, and domestic servants. 
(35) Koeri, yj"t; cultivators. Perhaps the same as the Kuo of 
the Deputy-Collector, whom he describes as shopkeepers, etc t The 
Census Report states that the Koeris are properly an up-country 
caste of market-gardencih, and suggests that f the large number of 
them in Murshidibld may be due to a confusion with the K.urf 
caste, which is another name for Madatri (36) Tinti, 17,409; 
weavers; sometimes well-to-do, but generally theEr condition is net 
so good as it used to be in former times. (37) Ebdskar, 2; stone¬ 
masons. (38) Sddra, 31; cultivators; possibly Sunris who have 
taken to agriculture. (39) Kurar, 2397; and (4c) Pankliyd, 32; 
cultivators, (41) Swamnktir Sekra or Sonar, 4731; goldsmiths. 
(42) Subamdbanik, 5342; dealers m gold mid silver, merchants, 
bankers, and holders of landed property. The position of this caste 
forms an anomaly in Hindu society. They are held by some 
authorities to be an offshoot from the Sanskrit caste of Yaisyas, 
which ranked above all Sddras, In Bengal at the present time, the 
Subamdbaniks are held to be a peculiarly Impure and degraded 
caste. According to strict theory, contact with their shadow causes 
contamination; hut in practice, the great wealth of many members 
of this caste has gained for them a most respectable position. (43) 
Eairigi or Vaisbtiav, 31,464. This is not properly a caste, but a 
religious sect No doubt, if a member of this sect is asked to what 

30X30 
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caste he belongs, he will reply that he is a Bairdgi; and as a matter 
of fact, the children will also be Bairdgis, because no other caste will 
take them in. But the distinctive feature of their belief, as incul¬ 
cated by their founder Chaitanya, is the equality of all men before 
God, and the rejection of caste. They will receive converts from 
any caste, from the Brdhman to the Hdrf. One of the heads of the 
Murshiddbdd banking family of Jagat Seth, whose history will subse¬ 
quently be given at length, deserted Jainism and became a Vaishnav. 
Many of the Vaishnavs are religious mendicants, but others are well- 
to-do and even wealthy. The Deputy-Collector states that in Murshidd¬ 
bdd they are, as a body, esteemed rather than despised, owing to the 
general Vishnuvite leaven in the faith of the majority of the Hindus 
in the District A further account of the sect will be found on a later 
page (p. 57), in connection with the religious divisions of the people. 

Low Castes, who are generally despised:— (44) Jogf or Patud, 
5855. These two castes are not separated in the Census Report, 
and are there both described as weavers. The Deputy-Collector 
states that the Jogls are weavers and also cultivators; and that the 
Patavis (sic) are an ancient caste, who sometimes cultivate land. 
He adds that the Patavis are not found in the southern parts of the 
District (45) Kapdli, 1536; weavers. (46) Kotil or Pradhdn, 130. 
This caste, also, is returned in the Census Report among the weaver 
castes under the name of Kotil. __ The Deputy-Collector, however, 
does not assign to them this occupation. He states that both the 
appellations by which they are known have reference to their 
traditional profession of warders and guards. The term Kotdl is 
easily to be identified in the modem kotw&l or constable. The term 
Pradhdn means a chief, and in other Districts is commonly used for 
the head-man of the village; but it does not appear that the Pradhdn 
caste in Murshiddbdd is specially preferred for this office. They 
have a tradition among themselves that their ancestors were em¬ 
ployed as watchmen, to protect the frontiers from the predatory 
inroads of the hill tribes. Even at the present day they are generally 
to be found in the village watch, or as nagdis and halshdn&s under 
large landholders. They are also cultivators of the soil. (47) 
Ldheri, 274; makers of lacquered ware. (48) Sunrf, Suri, or Shdhd, 
16,411; wine and spirit sellers by caste occupation, but many are 
now general traders and shopkeepers. (49) Sutradhar or Chhutdr, 
10,070; carpenters and cultivators. The Deputy-Collector gives 
to this caste the name of Sans, which was applied to the stage 
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managers in ancient times, (50) Kalu, 36,316; oil sellers and 
prcssets by hereditary occupation. The Deputy-Collector states 
that this caste is not found in the south of the District, He adds, 
however, as occupying a corresponding position, another caste, (51) 
Garin, not given in the Census Report, of whom some are also culti¬ 
vators, fga} K.^1 wjir, and (53) PalwLr. hot given in the Census 
Report, but mentioned as two separate castes by the Deputy-Collector. 
He stales that both these castes, which apparently are not indigenous 
to Lower Bengal, are traders and shopkeepers, (54) Dhdnuk, 44 & 7 - 
This is properly a Behar caste. It is not found in the south¬ 
eastern part of Bengal, and is more numerous in Maldah and Mur- 
shiddb;£d than in the whole of the remainder of the Province. Mr, 
Magrath, 0 , 8 ., in his memorandum on the casies of Behar, printed 
in the Census Report, p. 175, remarks as. follows c Dhrfnuk is 
a servile class, who, from the supposed derivation of the name, 
are credited with having been archers. Practically, aB that is 
known about them is that they are a low caste of Hindus, in some 
way connected with the Kurmfs, and employed in personal service 
and agriculture/ The Deputy-Collector states that in Murshidibid 
they are cultivators. In the Census Report for Bengal they are in¬ 
cluded among the castes engaged in domestic service, {55) Dhdwfi, 
23, This caste 3 s also placed in the Census Report with those 
employed chiefly in personal service. ($ 5 ) Dhobi, 5295; washer¬ 
men. (57) K£b£r, 3416; palanquin bearers and domestic servants. 
(g&) Beldlr, 53#; day-labourers. (59) Chuntfri, 1032; lime-burners, 
(6o) Beb£r£ and Duliyi, 2335, Two separate castes, but returned 
together in the Census Report. They are palanquin, bearers, 
labourers, and fishermen, (6i) Korfi, 606; cultivators arid 
labourers. This is apparently the same caste as that written 
Koral by the Deputy-Collector. (62) Nuniyi, Sg. {63) Farighar, 
129. Both these castes are cultivators and labourers. Together 
with the Eeidirs, they seem to have come originally from Behar. 
(64) Fatiil, 4; 2; mat makers and labourers. {65) Nfgar. Not 
given in the Census Report, but described by the Deputy-Collector 
as cultivators and labourers; few in number and poor, { 55 } Chandrfl, 
21,764- This caste is more numerous in the eastern Districts of 
Bengal than in Murshidlb^d. Those that are found in this District 
' are said to have immigrated in comparatively modern times. They 
are described by the Deputy-Collector as cultivators of land, boat¬ 
men, and sellers of fish, (67} Eigdf, 23,929; palanquin bearers, 
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labourers, and fishermen. The Deputy-Collector states that their 
features approximate to an aboriginal type. It is possible that the 
Behiris and Duliyds (60), mentioned above, ought more properly to 
be regarded as only a branch of this caste. (68) Metiyd, ior, and 

(69) Nikiri, 52; both these castes are sellers of vegetables and fish. 

(70) Punddri-kakshya, 8887, and (71) Purl, 7364. These two castes 

are placed in the Census Report among the castes engaged in selling 
fish and vegetables, and there is evidently some connection between 
them. They are both especially numerous in Murshiddbdd District, 
and the following account is given of them by the Deputy-Collector, 
under the name of Punrds :—* They are traders and cultivators, and 
especially rearers -of silk cocoons; not few in numbers, but poor and 
despised. They correspond to the Pods of Lower Bengal, but 
are more honest people.' The Census Report states that these 
castes seem to be confined to the lower central Districts of Bengal. 
The same Report (p. 188), in reference to the Pods, quotes as 
follows from Bdbu Bankim Chandra Chattarji, the Deputy-Collector 
of Murshiddbdd:—‘ Both the Pods of the 24 Pargands and the 
Purls of Murshiddbdd exhibit in physical appearance an approach 
to the aboriginal type. A Pod, when inclined to use fine language, 
calls himself a Punddri-kakshya, which is a Sanskrit compound mean¬ 
ing lotus-eyed. I am inclined to derive this name and the origin 
of both these castes from the Paundras, who were an ancient abori¬ 
ginal people inhabiting Lower Bengal in the age of the Mahdbhardt 
The Census Report itself throws doubt on this identification, on the 
ground that the Purds and Punddri-kakshyas are sellers of fish and 
vegetables, while the Punddris proper mostly rear silkworms. (72) 
Gonrhi, 876; boatmen and fishermen. The Deputy-Collector appa¬ 
rently spells the name Guri, and states that the caste is not found 
in the south of the District (73) Jaliyd, 3014; boatmen and fisher¬ 
men. Probably not a separate caste, but a branch of the Kaibarttas, 
and to be identified with the Jalid Kaibarttas already described 
(p. 51). (74) Keut, 73 ; placed in the Census Report among the 

fishing castes, but described by the Deputy-Collector as cultivators, 
labourers, and general drudges. (75) Mild, 7322. This is properly 
a fishing caste, but is very liable to be confused with two other semi- 
Hinduized castes which are correctly termed Mdl and Malo. The 
Deputy-Collector describes the Mills as boatmen. (76) Mdnjhi, 
64; not properly a separate caste, but a class of boatmen vtho act as 
helmsmen. (77) Muriydri, 103; boatmen and fishermen. (78) 
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Pitnlj 25^9] boatmen and especially ferrymen. {79) Pod, 86: 
boatmen and fishermen. (80} Tior, 12,033,; fishermen, ctilti valors, 
and domestic servants. This caste, like the Jaliyd, is probably con- 
nected with the Kaiharttas. (Si) Bditi, 552 ; makers of fine floor- 
matting;. (Sz) nr Mali, 29,281; this caste is included in the 
Census Report among the semi-Hinduized tribes. The Deputy- 
Collector states that Mils are fishermen and cultivators, and that 
the females are often domestic servants. Be distinguishes the 
Maids proper, who are boatmen, and the Pahfirii-Mils, who have 
been already mentioned among the aboriginal tribes (p. 48). There 
is yet a fourth caste, the MdLos, who will be noticed further down as 
labourers. Much confusion has arisen from the similarity of these 
names. There can be no doubt that the majority, at least, of those 
classed as M£)s in the Census are redly identical with the Pahdri^- 
Mala of the Doputy-ColEector. They predominate in Rtfmpur Hdt 
Subdivision to the north-west of the District, where the Tahirjd- 
MUlIb are placed by that officer, and where they certainly cannot be 
fishermen. The Mils ate sometimes connected with the Chanddls, 
and sometimes described as wrestlers or snake-charmers. The 
Sanskrit word mdlid signifies'a wrestler. {S3) Let; a caste not 
returned in the Census, but described by the Deputy-Collector as 
following the same occupation as the Mills; numerous, poor, and 
despised. (84) Ch&su, and (85) Dedsdn; two castes not given in 
the Census, but described by the Deputy-Collector as cultivators. 
He adds that these three last castes are not found In, Lower or 
Eastern Bengal. ( 36 ) Kandu ; also mentioned only by the Deputy- 
Collector. Their occupation is to fry and sell pulses and rice, but 
some of them arc palanquin bearers and domestic servants. 

5Em 1 - H inquired AB0&I&1NAI4. — {87) Baheli£, 1524; day- 

labourers. (88) Bdurf, 6536 ; fishermen and labourers; described 
by the Deputy-Collector as much resembling the Bigdls, (89) 
BhuiyL 949; cultivators rnd labourers, properly a Behar casts, and 
believed to be the indigenous inhabitants of that Province. (90) 
Dorn, 10,490; makers of bamboo mats and baskets; often village 
watchmen, and nagdU of the great landholders. The Doms also 
perform the lowest offices as street scavengers and carriers of 
dead bodies. {91) Turf, 472; musicians and dancers. (9?) 
Dosidh, 911;; this is properly an up-country caste, and forms the 
ordinary labouring class of Behar, (93) Karangi, 11; Labourers 
and cultivators. {94) Koch, 139; £nd (95) R-ijbansi, 17,507. These 
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are not two separate castes, but merely different names for the great 
aboriginal race which formerly ruled in the north of Bengal. A 
further description of them will be found in the Statistical Account 
of Kuch Behar. Their occupation in Murshiddbdd is as fishermen 
and cultivators. (96) Mdlo, 1316; labourers. (97) Pdsi, 265; 
sellers of toddy, or spirits distilled from the date palm. (98) 
Rdjwdr, 685. This is probably a Behar tribe, and is not found in 
the eastern Districts of Bengal. In their native province they are 
reckoned a predatory clan, and their origin is obscure. (99) Shikdri, 
205; hunters. (100) Bdjlkdr; not returned in the Census Report, 
and probably only another name for the Nats. They are described 
by the Deputy-Collector as mountebanks and jugglers. (101) Bediyd, 
235; a gipsy-like tribe, similar to the preceding. (102) Chdmdr 
and Much!, 30,619; dealers in leather and shoemakers. (103) 
Kuril, 2747; labourers. (104) Bind, 787; boatmen. (105) Bund, 
2320; labourers. The name Buna is a vague term applied to the 
common labourers in the indigo factories and silk filatures, of what¬ 
ever race the men may be. As such, the Bunds have already been 
described among the aboriginal tribes (p. 47). (106) Chdin, 26,133 ; 
this is probably a Behar caste, and so far as Bengal is concerned, 
is only found in any numbers in the Districts of Murshiddbdd and 
Maldah. They are cultivators and labourers. (107) Hdr(, 13,345 ; 
swine-herds and sweepers. They are often village watchmen and 
nagdis. The Deputy-Collector classes the Mihtdrs with them, and 
ranks them as the lowest of the low. (108) Hdri Bhuimdli; not given 
in the Census Report, but mentioned by the Deputy-Collector as 
cultivators and domestic servants. Not found in the south of the 
District (109) Musdhar, 632; this again is a Behar caste, not found 
in Eastern Bengal. They are labourers and cultivators, (no) Mihtdr, 
4489; sweepers, included by the Deputy-Collector with the Hdris. 

The Deputy-Collector reports that there are no predatory clans in 
the District corresponding to the Bediyds of Nadiyd. According to 
the Census, the number of Bediyds in Murshiddbdd is 235; while 
the Rd.jwd.rs, who in their home in Behar are regarded as robbers, 
number 685 ; and the Nats, who are the original stock of the 
Bediyds, amount to no less than 18,712. 

Religious Division of the People. —The population of the 
District is composed of Hindus, Muhammadans, tribes professing 
their aboriginal faith, Vaishnavs, Jains, Sanydsis, Christians, and 
members of the Brdhma Samdj. The Hindus form slightly the 
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majority; but the Mu hamma dans predominate in tilt low-lying half 
of the country to the east of the Bli^giraihf The aboriginal tribes 
are to be found chiefly in the north-west of the District* and the 
Jains* Christians* and members of the Samdj are confined almost 
entirely to the great towns on the Ehigirathl. 

The Hindus* according to the Census of rS?*, number 350*395 
males* and 382*761 females; total, 733,056, or 54'2 of the entire 
population of the District. This total is based upon a rough 
principle of religious classification* and* therefore, does not agree 
with that given in connection with the ethnological division of the 
people, It includes Vaishnavs* Jains, Snnyhsls, and members of the 
Brdhma Samdj, as well as those who have been already distinguished 
as semi-Hinduiaed aboriginals; but it excludes the native Christians, 
The Census returns show that the Hindus are proportionately most 
numerous ir. the western half of the District; in the eastern half they 
are outnumbered by the Muhammadans, except in the large towns 
and their suburbs. 

Tree. VaiShnavs have been already mentioned in the list of castes* 
under the head of Bairagh The Census returns their number in 
Murshidtibdd at 21,464, of whom the majority are to be found in 
the south of the District- A full description of the origin and doc¬ 
trines of this religious sect will be found in the Statistical Account 
of the 24 Faigands (voh i. pp, 65-67* and 72, 75). The following 
additional details have been furnished by the Deputy-Collector of 
MuTshidabdd The Vaishnavs belong to all castes. Some of 
them merely give in their adhesion to the general principles of 
Vaishnavism, and retain their former caste. Others go through the 
ceremony of initiation, and lose their caste altogether. Theoretically* 
there is no objection even to a Mtisalmria entering the. Vaishnav 
fraternity, but l have never seen or heard of such a case. We read* 
however* of the conversion of two Muhammadans, who* under the 
name of ibdp and Sandtan* came to be ranked among the holiest 
saints of the sect' ‘ The Vaishnavs are beggars by religion and by 
profession. Some of them are also musicians, by no means a respected 
profession in Bengal. They arc sometimes cultivators and traders ; 
but even then they do not give up their professional mendicancy* A 
few among them are men of considerable affluence, and are possessed 
of ed ucation and culture. Th ey have a poetical literature of their own * 
which contains some of the finest productions of Bengali genius,, hut 
is little known beyond their own sect. 3 * Historically this sect is of 
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great importance. It is the fruit of one of the most considerable 
social and religious reformations attempted in Bengal—the protest 
made by the Brdhman Chaitanya against caste and priestly tyranny.’ 

The Jains, though not numerous, are especially influential in 
the District of Murshiddbdd. They are not separately recorded 
in the Census of 1872, and it is impossible to give any accurate 
estimate of their number. The wealthy up-country merchants, 
commonly called Kyahs, who arc settled at Jidganj, Azfmganj, 
and Jangipur, belong almost exclusively to this sect. These mer¬ 
chants are returned in the Census under the names of Agarwald or 
Mdrwdri, 347 in number; and Oswdl, 250. Perhaps, also, some of 
those included under Rrfjput, 13,141, may be merchants by profes¬ 
sion and Jains by religion. The Jain merchants have almost mono¬ 
polized the commerce of Murshiddbdd j and a great portion of the 
carrying trade from Purniah and Tipperah to Calcutta is also in 
their hands. Among them are to be found the richest men in the 
District, and poverty is said to be unknown in the sect The 
great* banking family of Jagat Seth were originally Jains, but 
Harakh Chand, the fourth who held the title of Jagat Seth, 
became a Vaishnav. The circumstances attending this change of 
religion will be given at length in the history of the family on a 
subsequent page. It is said that though the Seths have thus 
abandoned the faith of their forefathers, they still retain certain 
customs of their old religion, and are by no means despised by the 
most orthodox Jains, who feel no repugnance to intermarriages with 
the converted Seths. The Collector states that ‘the Jain merchants 
of the District are rapidly accumulating wealth, and show some 
tendency to invest a portion of their gains in the soil of their 
adopted country. These men appear to have a genius for trade, and 
their frugal habits are eminently suited for the preservation of money. 
They seldom indulge in alternations of lavish expenditure, except 
when such outlay appears to be necessary for religious observance.’ 
Their temples are conspicuous in the towns on the river banks ; and 
they have lately gratified their religious feelings by taking leases 
from the zamindars of some miles of water in the Bbdgirathi, in 
order to prevent the fish from being caught. 

A full account of the Jain religion and philosophy is given in the 
Statistical Account of Hazdribdgh District, where lies the Hill 
of Pdrasndth, the most celebrated place of Jain pilgrimage in Bengal. 
It is stated in that Account that three out of the four temples of 
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Farisnath have been constructed at the expense of the Murshiddbdd 
Jains, who continue to fulfil their duties as founders through their 
panchdyat or committee. The great majority, also, of the Jain 
images at Pdrasndth bear Sanskrit inscriptions, showing that they 
were dedicated by various members of the family of Jagath Seth, 
between 1765 and 1S16 a.v. 

The 5 ahyasi$ number 190 souls, according to the Census of 
They are wandering religious mendicants of Sivaite faith. 

The Brahma Samaj is not separately mentioned in the Census, 
its members being included with the ordinary Hindus* According 
to an elaborate paper drawn up in *870 by Bdbu Dinandth Gadget! f, 
head of the Samdj, its numbers then amounted to about 50, A 
meeting for prayer was first established in 1861 at the house of a 
native gentleman, which was held regularly every week on Sunday; 
and at the conclusion of the prayer, a sermon was delivered by the 
person who undertook the service of'the day. Since that date, 
despite considerable opposition from the old orthodox Hindu party, 
the Brahma Samdlj has continued to hold its meetings with regularity. 
In 1865 a minor branch was amalgamated with the central body, 
and a house was rented at Kinsdripdrd, a suburb of Barb tun pur, 
sufficiently large to furnish accommodation for all the members 
and occasional visitors, From this time is dated the formation of 
what is now known as the Barhampur Erdhma Sar-rip It has con- 
timed to flourish, and the library contains many religious works in 
Bengali, Sanskrit, and English. Meetings for discussions are held 
on, the evening of every Sunday; and besides the regular gatherings, 
there is a special prayer meeting on the first Sunday of each month. 
The worship has always been conducted in strict accordance with 
the liturgy of the Calcutta Adi Erdbma Samdj. Apart from the fifty 
members above mentioned, there are many among the educated 
Hindus of the District who sympathize more or less with the doctrines 
of the Satn£j, but axe not, for various reasons, enrolled among the 
regular members. The Deputy-Collector states that the Samdj is 
chiefly composed of young men from the colleges, who have received 
an English education. They are mostly clerks and other Govern¬ 
ment servants, and may be said to belong generally to what is 
known as the lower middle class. The influence of the Samdj is 
confined to the towns, principally to Barhampur. 

The Muhammahans number 286,575 males, and 316,989 females; 
toEaT } 603,564 persons, or 44 '6 of the District population. They 
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are most numerous in the east of the District; and in the flat 
alluvial tract between the Bhdgirathi, the Ganges, and the Jalangi, 
they outnumber the Hindus. It is natural that the Musalmdn 
capital of Murshiddbdd should have attracted a great number of 
Muhammadans to the District; and until the facts of the Census 
were known, it was locally imagined that they were more numerous 
than the Hindus. This, however, according to the best estimates, 
was never the case during the present century. Indeed, it seems 
probable that, since 1800, their proportionate number has increased 
rather than diminished. It is also noteworthy that in the city of 
Murshiddbdd itself, and in the immediate suburbs, the Hindus 
greatly predominate. All these facts, though contrary to what might 
have been conjectured, are entirely consistent with the results shown 
in other Districts. It is not near former capitals of Musalmdn power, 
but in alluvial river-basins that the Muhammadans of Bengal regu¬ 
larly outnumber the Hindus. Maldah, which contains the ruins of 
Gaur and Panduah, is, together with Murshiddbdd, the only District 
of the Rdjshdhi Division in which the proportion of Muhamma¬ 
dans is less than that of the Hindus. In the other Districts of 
this Division, strictly fluvial tracts more exposed to the Ganges 
and the Brahmaputra, the Muhammadans are greatly in the 
majority. The numbers, therefore, of the Muhammadans in Mur¬ 
shiddbdd District cannot be attributed to the planting of the last 
Musalmdn capital on the banks of the Bhdgirathi. The court of 
the Nawdb has been equally destitute of effect in determining the 
race and characteristics of the general Muhammadan population. 
The Nawdb Ndzim himself is a Shiah. His family originally catne 
from Persia, and claim to be descended from Sayyids, or the pos¬ 
terity of the prophet There is no other Musalmdn family in the 
District which can compare either in position or wealth with the 
leading Hindu zamlnddrs . The great majority of the Muhammadan 
population are not Shiahs, but Sunis of the Handfi sect It is said 
that all the great Muhammadan families retired to Dehli or to Persia 
when Bengal became subject to the English. The Census Report 
returns 106 Afghdns, out of a total of 128 in the whole of Bengal, 
as still residing in the District; but none of these are referred to the 
city of Murshiddbdd. The Afghdns are classed with the Asiatics 
who are not natives of India, and 1647 Patliins are reckoned 
separately among the Muhammadan natives of India. In the same 
category also are ranked twenty-one Mughuls. 
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The Deputy-Collector states that the religion of Islam lias ceased 
to mate any progress among the people. Converts, no doubt, are 
■occasionally made from the rants of the very lowest of the Hindu 
castes. A Hindu man or woman loses caste through some intrigue 
in which the other party is a Musalmrin, and is consequently obliged 
to turn Muhammadan, Such cases, however, are very rare. No 
new Muhammadan sects are at present springing up in the District. 
Many of the poor husbandmen are Farairis or Wahabis, but fanaticism 
is not hnown among tbem. Fanatics are to be found, if anywhere, 
in the higher classes of Muhammadan society. The records of the 
Wahdbi trials at Patna disclose the names of several inhabitants; of 
MursMddbtfd who were connected with that conspiracy. 

The Persons still Professing Various Forms of Aboriginal 
Faith, who are called ‘ others ’ in the Census Report, amount to Si So 
males, and 8289 females j total, 16,469, or ra of the District popular 
tion. The ethnological classification of the people gave the total of 
the aboriginal tribes as 35>3* 3 - Toe present classification, being 
based upon a different principle, excludes from the larger total all 
those who have adopted to an appreciable extent the beliefs and 
ceremonies of Hinduism. 

The Christians in Murshid^bdd number 2S5 males, and 355 
females j total, 537. Of this total 194 are classed as Europeans, 
and in as Eurasians, The Americans number five, and there is 
one Armenian, The remainder, a 26, are native Christians. The 
Rev. }. Bradbury describes the native Christians as being poor, and 
earning their livelihood by agricultural or domestic service. 

There are no Buimfl JSTS in the District, according to General 
Statement 1 d. of the Census Report, which classifies the religions 
of the people. The ethnological classification, however, of Mr, 
Magrath returns two Maghs or Burmese as dwelling in the police 
circle of Gor£-B£?£r. 

Division of she People into Town and Country.— The Dis¬ 
trict of Murchiddbad contains a fair share of large towns, and also 
a considerable proportion of very small villages. The towns on the 
Bhdgirathf, from their wealth and the style of their buildings, have 
greater pretensions than is usual in Bengal. The urban population, 
however, is decidedly not on the increase. The inhabitants of Mur- 
shidibdd city, as appears from the estimates that will subsequently 
be presented in detail, have steadily decreased in number since that 
city ceased to be a metropolis. The decay of the weaving trade, 
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caused by the introduction of English goods, has also tended to 
diminish the population of the towns. The Deputy-Collector is of 
opinion that the inclination of the people is now strongly in favour 
of country life. The interests of the District have become agricultural 
rather than manufacturing. The country engrosses the attention of 
the administrative and judicial officers, while the towns form a far 
less important subject of consideration. 

The towns and villages are thus classified according to size in the 
District Census Compilation :—Villages with a population of less 
than two hundred, 1654; betsveen two and five hundred, 1373; 
between five hundred and one thousand, 547 ; between one and 
two thousand, 148; between two and three thousand, 15; between 
three and four thousand, 9 \ between four and five thousand, 1; 
between five and six thousand, 1; between six and ten thousand, 1; 
between ten and fifteen thousand, 2; between twenty and fifty 
thousand, 2 ; total number of villages and towns, 3753. It must be 
recollected that the unit of classification is the mauzd , not the village 
or township as usually understood ; and that the mauzds arc arranged 
according to the thdnds or police circles in which they may happen 
to be situated, and that the whole of one municipality may not be 
contained within a single thdnd. Some of the larger mauzds, on the 
other hand, are not single towns in any strict sense of the term, but 
merely agglomerations of petty villages. 

Municipalities and Large Towns. —The Deputy-Collector, in 
1870, reported that the number of municipalities incorporated under 
Act vi. of 1868 was four, namely, Barhampur, Murshiddbdd city, 
Kindi, and Jangipur; and that Daulatibid had also been formed 
into a municipality under Act xx. of 1856. No municipalities have 
been created under Act iii. of 1864. Details of six towns, Mur- 
shidibid city, Barhampur, Kindi, Jangipur, Beldingi, and Margrim, 
are given in the District Census Compilation as each containing a 
population of more than 5000. The two last of these are mere 
aggregates of rural villages. The table on the opposite page pre¬ 
sents in a concise form the statistics available for these six towns. 

Murshidabad or Maksudabad City, situated in 24 0 11' 5" north 
latitude and 88° 18' 50" east longitude, is still the most populous 
town in the District, though its historical importance has entirely 
departed The diminution in the number of its inhabitants probably 
commenced immediately from the date when it ceased to be the 
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capital of Bengal, in 1772. We have no estimate of the population 
in those days, but it must have been very great. The circumference 
of the extensive suburbs has been put as high as thirty miles; but 
the largest dimensions of the city proper, in 1759, are said to have 
been five miles along the Bhigirathi in length, and two and a half 
miles in breadth on each bank of the river. In the same year 
Colonel Clive wrote : ‘ The city of Murshidibdd is as extensive, 
populous, and rich as the city of London, with this difference, that 
there arc individuals in the first possessing infinitely greater property 
than in the last city.' * The inhabitants, if inclined to destroy the 
Europeans, might have done so with sticks and stones.’ In the 
beginning of the present century, by which time the decay of the 
city had already set in, we have several estimates of the popula¬ 
tion. They cannot be omitted in this place, though for purposes of 
comparison they are almost useless, as we know neither the area 
which the city was then supposed to cover, nor the modes of 
enumeration adopted. In 1815, the number of houses was esti¬ 
mated at 30,000, and the total population at 165,000 souls. In 
1829, the Magistrate, Mr. Hathom, took what is described in the 
Census Report for 1872 as ‘a tolerably accurate census.’ The 
results for the city of Murshidibid were as follow:—Total number of 
houses, 40,118: number of Hindus, males, 44,438; females, 45,648; 
total of Hindus, 90,086: number of Muhammadans, males, 28,442; 
females, 27,648 ; total of Muhammadans, 56,090: grand total of 
city population, 146,176. In 1837, Mr. Adam found the inhabitants 
of Murshiddbid city to amount to 124,804 persons, which shows a 
decrease of nearly 15 percent, in eight years. The population of the 
present city is no more than 46,182; but the old city comprised a 
much larger area than is included within the municipal boundaries of 
to-day. Mr. Adam states that the city was divided into nineteen thands, 
containing 373 tnahallas and villages. ‘Of these nineteen thands' 
he says, ‘ten, viz. eight on the eastern and two on the western side 
of the Bhigirathf, are said to constitute the old city of Murshidibid, 
or the city properly so-called. In point of fact, several of the thands 
included in the city jurisdiction are in every just sense mufassal or 
rural thands. They contain only small and scattered villages, and 
are interspersed with cultivated fields, jungle, and morass.’ The 
experimental Census of 1869 was very inadequately taken in the 
towns of tliis District, and gives no return of the smallest value for 
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Murshiddbdd city. At that time, however, the number of houses 
was roughly put at 12,574, and the municipal population at 45,059. 
The authoritative Census of 1872 yielded the following results 
Number of Hindus, males 14,251, females 12,960] total number 
of Hindus, 27,211: number of Muhammadans, males 9056, females 
9768; total number of Muhammadans, 18,824 * number of Christians, 
males 19, females 19; total number of Christians, 38: number of 
‘ others/ mates 66, females 45 ; total number of ' others/ 109 : 
total population of all religions, males 23,392, females 22,790; 
grand total, 46,182. The city of MmrshidiMd has been, formed 
into a municipality under Act vi, of i®68. In 1869 the annual 
municipal income was ^3347, 15s. id.; and the annual, expenditure, 
j^zjoa, its. 8d„ The Census Report of 1872 returns the gross 
municipal income at ^2276, 6g r od,, the expenditure at ,£2243, 
16s. od, and the rate of taxation at 7 dnnds and S pies or jifcdL 
per head. The official English name for the municipality is Lil 
Bilgh, the name also of the Subdivision of which it is the centre. 
The municipal boundaries, as fixed in a notification of Government 
dated 17th March 1S69, include r7 villages on the right or west 
bank of the Ehttguathl, and 160 villages on the left bank, of the 
river. 

The history of Murshid^b^d city is. the history of Bengal during 
the eighteenth century. In 1704 the great dh smfji, Murshid Kulf 
Ellin, fixed the seat of Government at the city which he called by 
his own name. Mmshidibid has up to the present day continued 
to be the residence of the Kawib of Bengal] but it has lost all 
historical importance since 1793, in which year Lord Cornwallis 
finally transferred the supreme criminal jurisdiction to Calcutta. 
The old name of the place was Maksudibid or Mukhsoosabad, end 
it is stated by Tieffenthaler to have been originally founded by 
Akbar. In t 6 96, the Afgbins from Orissa, in. the course of their 
rebellion, advanced as far as Maksudibid, defeated joeo of the 
imperial troops, and plundered the town. The neighbouring town 
of Kasimhazir is said to have been saved from a simitar fate by the 
intercession of its merchants. It was called Murshidibid by its 
second founder; but the old name yet lingers, and is said to be 
still in constant use among the Muhammadans. It is regularly 
spelt Muxudavad in the early English Records, as late as the year 
1760. Tradition relates that Murshid Kuli Khin moved his 
Government to this place through fear of Prince Azfnwis-Sh&u who 
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had attempted to assassinate him at Dacca. It seems mare probhble 
that he was induced to take this' step by political considerations. 
Dacca had lost its importance? for the Maghs and the Portuguese 
were no longer dangerous; and the banks of the Ehigiiathi afforded 
a more central position for the management of the three Provinces 
of Bengal, Behai, and Orissa. The new city also was situated on 
the line of trade, along which the treasures of India were now 
beginning to find their way to the European settlements on the 
Hilgli; and it commanded the town of Kasimbizdr, where all the 
foreigners had important factories. Moreover, the situation in those 
days was regarded as very healthy. The further history of tire city 
is involved in the sketch of the general history of MurshicMMd 
District which is given on a subsequent page. 

The city of Murshiddbdd presents at the present day but few 
traces of its former grandeur. The chief object of attraction is the 
new palace of the Nawdb Nizim, on the banks of the river, and 
nearly in the centre of the city. It is a large and imposing pile of 
buildings in the Italian style, and its proportions are by some pre¬ 
ferred to those of the Government House at Calcutta. It took ten 
years in huilding, and was completed ui 1S3 7* at a cost of .£167,000. 
The architect was General Madeod of the Bengal Engineers; but 
all the other persons engaged on the work were natives. The 
edifice itself is called by the natives the Aini Mahi.il; and, together 
with other buildings enclosed within the same wall, is known as the 
Uizamat kild or fort. The palace is 425 feet long, 200 wide, and 
So high. It has a splendid marble floor, .and contains a banqueting- 
hall 290 feet long, with sliding doors encased in minors. ' The 
different rooms are adorned in different styles. In the centre of 
'the building is a dome, from which hangs a vast and most superb 
chandelier of rjo branches, presented to the Nawdb by the Queen. 
Beneath stands a beautiful ivory throne, with painted and gilded 
flowers, a specimen of the perfection of that ivory work for which 
Murshid^bid is famous. Hung on the walls are portraits of the 
present Nawab, his ancestors, and his sons/ 1 The zandrtd, or 
private apartments, are situated to the right of the main entrance,' 
and in the rear of the palace. Within the same enclosure is the 
Inrimbdil or house of prayer, which is built directly in front of the 
northern principal door. Outside the Md } and a short distance 
on the left along the mad leading to Barhampur, is a magnificent 
1 Travels qf ft Himlu, VL>I. i. pp, 79, So, 
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range of coach-houses and stabling for horses and elephants. The 
bTizamat College, which has been built exclusively for the education 
of the relatives of the Nawafy at a cost of j^&oq* is situated in the 
opposite direction, a little way up the river. 

The present Imimbdr^ dates only from a.h, 1264 (a.d. r&47)* 
as is denoted by an inscription composed of the letters of the wards 
‘ The Grove of Khrbalad It is itself a fine structure* being con¬ 
siderably larger than the ImimbM at Htfglf J but it occupies the 
place of the far more celebrated building erected by Sirij-ud-DauM, 
which is thus described in a native chronicle : ‘ It was built with 

■care and reverence* Muhammadan workmen only being employed 
and Hindus excluded The Nawdfe laid the first stone with his 
own hand* and put Time over it* after which the workmen commenced. 
In the midst of the Imdmbdrd, a piece of ground called madind was 
dug out to the depth of a man's stature* and filled with earth taken 
from the holy place at Karbala. On all four sides were rooms 
forming a sort of cloister. On the cast were vestibules facing toward 
the west, with a pulpit and a place set aside for a sort of chapter- 
house, where the elegies cm HusrLin were read In the west of the 
building there were similar vestibules feeing toward the east, in 
which were nearly a hundred flags* and the sacred coffins made of 
silver* gold* glass, and wood. During tire Muhanram, the Kurdn 
was here chanted day and night, and at fixed times during the other 
months of the year. The cloisters in the north and east of the 
building were constructed on n similar plan - but these contained 
only the out-offices* etc,, where hundreds of workmen kept them¬ 
selves in readiness during the Muharram to illuminate the place. 
The verandahs of the second storey contained screens of mica, behind 
which the lamps hung. On the screens were pictures of men* 
animals* and flowers, which had a striking effect w r hen their 
transparent panes were illuminated from within. AH kinds of 
chandeliers, in large numbers, were placed in the vestibules, and 
also Indian lamps. In the north and south vestibules were two 
representations of the Eurag,—the horse on which the prophet 
ascended to heaven, each with a human face and a peacock's feil. 
The length of dre tails reached to the roof of the house, Well- 
polished shields and china or silver plates were fitted into the feathers 
of the tail, to represent the eyes of a peacock's feathers. Swords* 

1 Tariih - 4 - Afansitri , by SavyitL All; MS, .translated liy PrGft^pr Biotins nun, 

pp. 97-102. 



6$ STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF M&FSHf-DABAD< 


sabres, and dagger were arranged in different patterns around these 
shields, and hundreds of wax candles made the whole a dazzling 
and splendid object All these costly treasures,, lavished upon the 
temple by Sirdj-nd-Dauld with so much pride, were turned into 
ready money by Mir Kisim, This was not, however, to relieve his 
own necessities,—a motive which would have seemed sacrilege to 
one so religious as Mir but to assist the poor of the city, 

and to despatch a number of indigent Muhammadans on a pil¬ 
grimage to Mecca, This building was accidentally burnt to the 
ground during a display of fireworks about forty years ago. Whilst 
the present Imirnbara was building, which is said to have cost 
^60,000, die workmen received their food in addition to their 
wages, and also when it was finished a present of a double shawl 
and a handkerchief At that time you might have seen shawls in 
every'lane in Murshidibid- At the season of ihe Muhairam a daily 
distribution of food attracts large crowds, who arc again drawn 
together in the evening by fireworks and ilium i nations. The Naw&b 
attends one day's celebration, and takes his seat on a black carpet, 
over which a white embroidered coverlet is spread, and a black 
rug takes the place of the usual bolster. After the recitation of 
the customary elegies^ sherbet and spices are handed round- Other 
curious practices, peculiar to the sect of the Shiahs among the 
Muhammadans, accompany this festival. On the yth day of the 
Mub amain., the Imdmbdri is turned into a harem, and all the 
Beg am 5 attend- They place chains on the Nawib, according to 
custom, and a chain round his neck. Hundreds of women, high 
and low, receive presents from the Eegams, who are said to distribute 
thousands of rupees. 3 

The most striking emblem of royal dignity still maintained at 
Murshidabid is the imperial music, which may still he beard in 
the early morning sounding from the great fortified gateway which 
leads to the palace. This peculiar strain of instrumental music, 
which was allowed by the DehlL emperors to all subahd&rs (deputy- 
governors) as a mark of delegated sovereignty, is frequently alluded 
to by the native chroniclers as the public accompaniment of each 
important event in the history of the Naw£bs. At the present time 
the musicians have lost their traditional cunning, and the sound 
is described as * discordant and jangling) 3 but what the effect was 
in the days of the early Nawibs may be learned from the Satr-i- 
Mutakharim :■—* This music consists of ndgrdi (kettle-drums) of iron , 
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twice as big as those in Europe ; dhots (ordinaiy drums); sumobs 
{hautboys); kdrds (trumpets); zils (cymbals), an instrument lately 
borrowed by the Europeans from the Turks, but played by the 
Indians in a more delicate,.curious, and scientific manner; tasms 
(flat kettle-drums), of varying diameter and depth; and lastly, a 
kamah or straight speaking-trumpet, which is seven or eight feet in 
length, and two or three inches in width at the mouth. All these 
instruments are played together upon the top of the main gateway of 
a fortress or palace, or upon a structure raised for the purpose on three 
lofty arches, and therefore called a tripuliaJi. There is produced 
a veiy animating music, which at a distance is very pleasing. The 
long trumpet can bo heard a mile away, and might be thought only 
the voice of a Xddir Shill thundering out his orders to his army. 
The concert invariably commences with one of the tossas, which is 
joined successively by all the instruments. Each sort of drum plays 
by itself, and at intervals is reinforced by the others. The long 
trumpet sounds atone, or perhaps accompanied by a tassaJ 
Another ceremony which is still celebrated at Murshiddbdd with 
many popular manifestations, is that in honour of KhivdjA Khfcr, 
literally the Green Lord, Che name given by the Muhammadans to 
the prophet Elias, With this saint is connected the celebrated 
custom of launching tiny light-ships on the river, which may be seen 
to great advantage on the Bhigirathi, On certain nights in the 
rainy season thousands of little rafts, each with its lamp burning, are 
floated down the stream. Their construction is very .simple. A 
piece of plantain or bamboo bears a sweetmeat or two and the lamp. 
This f£ce is rendered more picturesque by the unusual presence of 
the women, who are allowed out of doors for the occasion. The 
Nawab Ndzhn participates in the show with much magnificence on 
the last Thursday of the month of Bhddra (September), when all 
the residents are invited. 1 A raft of rpp cubits square is constructed 
of plantain trees and bamboos, and covered with, earth. On this is 
erected a small fortress, bearing on its walls all manner of fireworks. 
At a given signal the raft is launched and floated to the further side 
of the river, when the fireworks are let off, their reflection on the 
water producing a most beautiful effect Concerning the origin of 
this festival there is some conflict of opinion. Bibn Bholauitb 
Chandra, in his Travels of a Hindu (vol i, p. 3 2), gives tire follow¬ 
ing story :■—The f£te is a Muhammadan one, and was instituted in 
1 Tatikh-hMansiirii Blochaiaati, p. roy 
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commemoration of the escape from drowning of an ancient prince. 
He would have perished in the darkness, had not a troop of beauti¬ 
ful maidens launched upon the river a fleet of these little boats. 
Their flickering light guided his attendants to- the rescue of the 
sinking man. Professor Garcin de Sassy, in his Memmre $ur dss 
Pariiculariisn de la Religion Musalm&m duns I$$ hides (p. 85 et seg.\ 
states that the majority of Oriental authorities consider KhivEijsi 
Khizr to be the same as Phineas, the younger son of Aaron, while 
others say that he is the prophet Elias, and the Turks confound him 
with St. George. All Muhammadans agree that he discovered the 
source of the water of life. Tire Musaimdns in India venerate him 
as the- inspirer of divination; and in honour of his functions in this 
capacity, and as the patron of the watery element, have founded 
the festival of the lighted boats. 

Apart from the Nizimat Mid and the buildings connected there¬ 
with, there is but one other structure worth notice now standing in. 

' the city proper. This is the mosque erected by Mani Begam, in 
the vicinity of the Mub&ak Mauril, formerly called the Kandil 
Edgh. The peculiarity of this mosque was its liberality of worship* 
On one side prayers were conducted according to the Hanift rite of 
the Suei sect, while on the other side were being observed the 
religious ceremonies of the Shiahs, the Court sect. 1 

The general aspect of the city is thus described by the Revenue- 
Surveyor (rS6o)r—' f Numerous brick buildings stand all along die 
banks of the river, north and south of the palace, which belong to, 
and arc chiefly occupied by, the relatives and adherents of the JSTawdb. 
Many others, some with pretty gardens, axe scattered about in the 
tangled mate of jungle, hovels, holes, and tanks which lie to the 
eastward. Standing on the top of the palace dome, the loftiest 
place in the District, and looking over the city and its suburbs, little 
meets the eye but a dense forest of bamboos and trees of all kinds. 
Hardly a clear spot is to be seen. It is only when one turns to the 
west that the river and the high land in the north-west of the District 
present open tracts. A stranger, as he stood and gazed, would never ■ 
imagine that below was a dense mass of human "beings of all classes, 
crowded together in every description of house and hut J 1 There 
are no defined limits to MurshkMbdld as a city, nor is any part known 
especially by this name. It is given indiscriminately to a collection 
of temples, mosques, handsome brick houses, gardens, walled en- 

1 1 TurtkJ^i-Mansufi, Bjoclimann, p. 54* 
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closures, hovels, huts, and tangled jungle, containing the mins of 
many edifices that have sprung up and decayed around the many 
residences of the former and present Nawihs Narim of Murshid£b£d. f 

Mutijhil , 1 or the Lake of Pearls (a favourite name also applied ta 
a take in Kashmir and another in Labor), is about two miles south of 
Mnrsbid^b^d. Dr. B. Hamilton states that it has been one of the 
former windings of the river j but others are of opinion that it was 
formed by the excavations made to procure bricks for building the 
houses, which were at one time surrounded by the lake in the form of 
a horse-shoe. It continues to be a beautiful spot, but hardly a relic 
remains of its ancient magnificence. Tt seems to have been first 
chosen as a residence by Nudzish Muhammad, the nephew of AH 
Vardi Khdn, It is more celebrated, however, for the palace built by 
Sirdj-ud-Daul£ at an enormous expense. The materials were partly 
brought from the ruins of Gaur; and a few arches are still left, com 
stmeted of the black marble (or rather hornblende) which once 
covered the tombs of old PatMn kings of Bengal. The following 
story is told of its completion, to explain the name of Mansurganj, 
by which it is commonly known :— ( As the building was nearly 
finished, Sirhpud-Dauld invited All Vardi to see it* When he came, 
fiirdj-ud-DauK locked him up in a room, and refused to re'ease him 
unless tire zamlnl&rs there paid a fine for their land. This request 
the Naw£b was compelled to grant, and also to allow to his petulant 
grandson the privilege of erecting a granary. This granary the 
people called Mansurganj, or the Granary of the Victorious, it. of 
Sirdj-ud-DauMj. who outwitted his grandfather^ The a&?L'd&, or 
extraordinary taxation, extorted on this occasion, is said to have 
amounted to Rs. 501,597. It was from Mutijhil that Sirfj ud- 
Dauli, in 1757, marched out for the battle of Plassey ; it was in the 
palace here that Colonel Give placed Mir Jafar on the wasn&d; 
and it was again at Mutijhil that Lord Clive, as dtibdn of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa, held the first English Funy^ in 176G* Mir 
Jafar fixed his residence on the further side of the river, and 
Mutijhil—or Moridbigh, as the place was sometimes called, from 
the name of a second palace in the neighbourhood—now became 
the home of the English Political Resident'at the Court of Mur- 
shiddbid One of the first to fill this office was Warren Hastings. 
Subsequently, during the years 1771-73, Mr. John Shore (afterwards 

s This description of Mntqhil, and of ike scenes eonoected with it, is almost 
entirely taken from Mr, Long’s Bztiht $f the Bk&pratH. 
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Lord Teignmouth) lived at Mutijhil, where he amused himself by 
improving the grounds and studying die Oriental languages. He 
described his life there in the following words :— t Here I enjoy 
cooing doves, whisdmg blackbirds, and purling streams. I am 
quite solitary, and, except once a week, see no one of Christian 
complexion.’ In 17S5-S6 the headquarters of the English were 
removed from Mutijhil to Mildapur, prior to their final transfer to 
Barhampun The Punyd or annual settlement of the revenues of 
Bengal, was annually held at Mutijhil, until it was abolished in 177a, 
when the Kbilsd or Treasury was removed to Calcutta. It was a 
ceremony of great state, at which all the great zamUiddrs attended 
in person, and paid a sort of homage to the Naw£b. Kkii&ts or 
presents were distributed, which were regarded as a confirmation of 
their appointment; and the rent-roll of the Provinces was then fixed 
for the year. A form like die PunytL is still kept up at the kachari 
of every zaminddr, but the Government ceremony has never been 
re-established. Clive- attached great importance to this institution, 
and raised a special revenue collection in order to defray the ex* 
penses; but in 1769 the Court of Directors prohibited the giving 
of presents. In 1767 the Puny# was held at Mutijhil with peculiar 
pomp. The Nawib was seated on the masnud, and Mr, Verelst, 
the Governor, on Iris right hand. The latter in the strongest 
manner urged the ministers and landholders to give all possible 
encouragement to the clearing and cultivating of lands for the 
mulberry. On this occasion kmldt$ were distributed to the amount 
of Us. 21(5,8 70. Some of the items were: for the Governor and 
his Council, Rs, 46,750; for the hizdmat, Rs. 3 B,8oo; for the 
people of the Treasury, Rs. 22,634; for tine Zamindir of Nadiyi, 
Pis. 735 a- for the Rdji of Bfrbhifm, Rs. 1200 ; for the Riji of 
Bishmipur, Rs. 734. 

Khusk Bach, the Garden of Happiness, die old cemetery of the 
Mawabs, lies on the right bank of the Bbigirathf, just opposite 
Mutijhil. The following description is based upon notes by Captain 
Layard, Executive Engineer, Barbampur, which are quoted in the 
Report of the Revenue Surveyor'The cemetery consists of three 
waded enclosures. The outer of these is entered by a gateway 
from the east side, in from of which are the ruins of an old gh&t y 
Which formerly led down to the Bh^irathf, when that river ran' 
under the walls. The channel is now nearly half a mile distant. 
The wall facing the river is ioopholed for musketry, and hanked by 
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octagonal bastions. The grounds inside are nil laid out as gardens, 
with hedges bordering the walks ; and the flowers grown in the beds 
serve to adorn the tombs. Many fine trees also afford a delightful 
shade to the explorer. Traces of fresco paint, almost obliterated 
by damp and neglect, may still be seen on the walk In the outer 
enclosure there are eighteen tombs, only two of which have any 
inscription. These two have the same verse from the Kur^n, the 
one in Persian, the other in Arabic The middle of the three 
enclosures is the principal cemetery', and contains the remains of the 
'good NavAp’ All Vardi Khan, and of his grandson SMj-ud- 
Daulf. Besides the mausoleum, there are a mosque and two other 
buildings set apart for the female descendants of the dead, who still 
retain charge of the cemetery. Spread on the tombs axe dark- 
coloured cloths or palls, spangled with gold and silver flowers; 
flesh flowers axe strewed daily on and around them, and lights 
are kept continually burning. This cemetery was first endowed 
by AH Vardi KMti, who allotted Rs. 305 monthly, from the collec¬ 
tions of the villages of Banddxdeh and Naw^bganj, to defray the 
expenses of keeping the place in order. After the murder ofSir£j- 
ud-Dauli, his widow, the Begum Lutf-u-ZShssa, who had accompanied 
her husband in his flight to Rajmnhad, and had been afterwards 
banished to Dacca with other ladies of the Court, was subsequently 
recalled and placed in charge of the cemetery cf Kbush Biigh, 
Here she remained till her death, receiving, in addition to the 
Rs. 305 already mentioned, a personal allowance of Rs. 1000 per 
mensem. She now lies buried in the mausoleum by the side of 
her husband, but the charge is still held by her descendants, who 
draw pensions from the Government treasury at Barhampur. Forster 
mentions in 17S1, that muMs were employed here to offer prayers 
foT the dead, aqd the widow of Sirdj-ud-Dajuld used often to come to 
the tomb and perform certain ceremonies of mourning. , The entire 
cost of the establishment requited for maintaining the burial-ground 
is now paid by the English Government. The third and innermost 
enclosure contains only a tank, the former dwelling-pi ace of the 
attendants, a muzaffar kkdrtd, or travellers’ home, and a well. This 
latter is no longer used, and has been wailed up, for it is said that 
a fakir accidentally fell into it and was drowned, which caused its 
waters to be polluted and accursed. 

. To the northeast of Mutijhil, and immediately outside the city of 
Murshiddb^d, is the Kuttara, the building which contains the tomb 
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of Murshid Kulf £hin. The story of the process of forced Hindu 
labour by ’which it was erected will be described on a subsequent 
page. It is said to have been constructed after the model of the 
great mosque at Mecca, and has two splendid minarets 70 feet high. 
The Nawtf b is buried at the foot of the stairs, so as to be trampled 
on by every one who passes up* The Kuttard is described by- 
Hodges, a traveller of 1780, as * a grand seminary of MusaUudn loam’ 
ing, 70 feet square^ adorned by a mosque which rises high above all 
the surrounding building.’ In this neighbourhood is the Topkhdna, 
the arsenal of the Naw£bs, which formed the eastern gateway of the 
city. The spot is now pointed out for a natural curiosity. A cannon 
had been placed between two young trees, which have now grown 
up, and their branches have combined to lift the gun high above 
the ground, 

Barha^fur (Berhatnpore), the civil headquarters of the District, 
a military cantonment, and until this year (1S75) the residence of the 
Commissioner of the Rijshihi Division, is situated on the left bonk 
of the Ehdginatbi, about five miles below the city of Murshiddb^d, 
in 24° C 30" north latitude and if 31" east longitude. The 
population of this town is somewhat liable to fluctuations, which 
depend upon the strength of the troops which may happen to be in 
garrison. At the time of the experimental Census of iSfig, when 
there was an European regiment at Barhampur, the number of houses 
was returned at 8 17 s, and the population at 2 8,105 souls. The 
regular Census of 1873, when there was only a detachment of a native 
regiment at Barhampur t gave the following results:—Number of 
Hindus—males 1 1,543, females 9199; total of Hindus, 20,742: 
number of Muhammadans—males 3005, females 2765 ; total of 
Muhammadans, 5770 r number of Christians—males 50, females 
55 ; total of Christians, 10 5 : number of 1 others f —males 251, 
females, 242; total of 'others/ 495: total of all denominations— 
males i4j&49j females 12,261 ; grand total, 27,110. Barhampur 
has been constituted a municipality under Act vi. of Its 

boundaries are defined by a notification of Government, dated 
August 13, 1874, which also divides the municipality into two 
portions,—termed the Barhampur block, lying to the north; and the 
Gor^trisar block* to the south. In 18 jo the municipal income 
amounted to ^1817, ns. od., and the municipal expenditure to 
^1569* is. Sd. In 187-2, according to the District Census Com’, 
pilation, the gross income was ^1148, r8s. od., and the gross 
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expenditure ^1389, 2s. od j the average rate of municipal 
taxation per head gf the population being 6 &nn&$ and 9 pits, or 
lo^d. 

The town of Barhampur is said to be so called from a Mnsalm£n 
named Erampur, an officer in the army of 'an early Nawdb, It was 
selected as the site of military barracks shortly after the' battle of 
Flassey, bat the civil quarters were not fixed here dll the dose 
of the last century. The Chief or Collector of MansbiddMd had 
previously resided at Mudjhil and M&dapur. The Government 
Records, edited by the Rev. J. Long, show that it was in October 
1757 that * Bathampur plain 1 was first chosen as the site of Govern¬ 
ment buildings. The factory house at Kisimb&ar had been de¬ 
stroyed by SErtfj'Ud-DauMj and the fortifications dismantled, in the 
previous year ; and it was now proposed, as the most economical 
course, to construct a new fort on Barhampur plain. A sanal was 
obtained from Mir Jafar for 400 MgM? or 133 acres of ground; but 
the project wan disallowed by the Court of Directors, and no further 
steps were taken at this time. The letter from the Court, dated 
March 1759, contains the following remarkable paragraph :— ( We 
cannot avoid remarking that you seem so thoroughly possessed with 
military ideas as to forget your employers are merchants, and Hade 
their principal object; ;uid were we to adopt your several plans for 
fortifying, half our capital would be buried in stone Tails. 3 The 
barracks still form the most prominent feature of the town, though 
of late years they have been rarely occupied by European troops, 
and have now (1:875) been, to a great extent, appropriated to other 
uses. They form a large square on the banks of the river, the range 
of buildings next the water being for the general and the staff. 
North and south, are double ranges of officers 3 quarters; and on, tlie 
eastern side* which completes the square, aits three ranges of double- 
storied barracks for the soldiers. The church is situated at the 
north-east comer of the square. The immediate cause of the con¬ 
struction of these barracks was to secure Bengal against such another 
occurrence as the revolt of Mir Kdsim in 1763* The proximity to 
the capital of MurshidiMd, of course, determined the choice of tins 
spot, but in addition it was thought far more healthy than the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Calcutta- The barracks took two years in building, 
being completed in 1767, and were at that time looked upon as the 
northern frontier station of the Bengal army. The cost amounted 
to the enormous sum, for those days, of ^302,270* the price of 
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materials being three times as much as in Calcutta. In 1768 the 
Chief of Murshiddbdd appointed a committee to inquire into the 
exorbitant charges which had been made; and three covenanted 
officials were suspended, for overcharges amounting to two Idkhs of 
rupees. The author of. the Sair-i-Mutakharim thus describes the 
building in 1786:—‘The barracks of Barhampur are the finest and 
healthiest that any nation can boast of. They contain two regiments 
of Europeans, seven or eight of sipdJils , and fifteen or sixteen cannons. 
And yet I have heard men say that the Musalmdns are so numerous 
at Murshiddbdd, that with brick-bats in their hands they could knock 
the English down.’ Barhampur was for a long time a large brigade 
station. The Revenue Surveyor states that in 1857 (the year of 
the Mutiny) there were there one battalion of native infantry, one of 
irregular cavalry, and two post-guns. Since that date European 
troops have been again stationed at Barhampur, but they were finally 
removed in 1870. In that year the troops at Barhampur consisted 
solely of a detachment of the 37 th Native Infantry. The cavalry 
lines lie a few miles to the east of the barracks, away from the river. 
The soil is more sandy than in other parts of the neighbourhood, 
and the water better. According to the Revenue Surveyor, the site 
seems exceedingly well chosen, judging from the health of the men 
and horses in 1856, when an unusual inundation had rendered the 
whole District very unhealthy. He remarks also that the horses 
had hitherto escaped the common and destructive disease in Bengal, 
known as * going in the loins.’ 

The various civil offices and the treasury lie to the south-west of 
the barracks, about a mile distant At Mdidapur, three miles to 
the east, the site of the civil station after tire removal from Mutijhil 
in 1786, were situated the old jail and the old Government lunatic 
asylum. The jail has now (1875) been removed to the former 
hospital for European troops within the Barhampur barracks; and 
the barracks have also been utilized for the construction of a new. 
lunatic asylum, subsidiary to the old building at Mdidapur. Besides 
the church in the cantonments, there is also a chapel of the London 
Missionary Society a little to the north, and a Roman Catholic 
chapel to the east. The mission chapel was built by voluntary con¬ 
tributions in 1828. A theatre was established at Barhampur in 
1821; a Bible association in 1830; and an agricultural society in 
1837. Gord-bdadr, the southern suburb, is inhabited chiefly by 
Musalmdns and Urdu-speaking immigrants from the North-West. 
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About two miles to the east of Gori-b^zai is the spot where the 
annual fair is held m honour of Raghunrfih, called Chaltia meld, 
which is attended by about 20,000 people. The cemetery of Eat' 
bampur is an object of interest, as containing the remains of many 
Englishmen, Amongst th ose who lie here may be m rationed Ge orge 
Thomas, tire successful Irish adventurer in E^jputind at the dose 
of the last century; Creighton, the explorer'of Gaur; and the hero 
of Mrs, Sherwood's well-known tale, little Henry and Ais Bearer. 

Tub Mutiny at EaSlHam:fur, —The cantonments of Barhampnr 
will always be notorious as the scene of the first overt act of mutiny 
in 1837, The following description of the events which took place 
is condensed from Sir John Kaye's History of the Sepoy War in India 
(third edition, pp, 496-50S) :— 

At Barham pur there were no European troops; there were none , 
anywhere near to it. A regiment of native infantry, the 19th, was 
stationed there, with a corps of irregular cavalry, and a battery of 
post-guns manned by native gunners. It was not difficult to see 
that if these mom were to rise against their English officers, and the 
people of MursbiddbEfd were to fratemire with them in the name of 
the Xawib, all Bengal would soon be in a blaze. No thoughts of 
this kind disturbed the minds of our people, but the truth was very 
patent to the understandings of their enemies. 

At the end of January 1857, it was officially reported that the 
native regiments at Barrackpur, near Calcutta, were beginning to 
show strange symptoms of alarm or disaffection. By the first few 
days of February, the story of the greased cartridges was in the 
mouth of every sepoy at Barhampur, one hundred miles to the north. 
On 18th February, a detachment from the 34th, the most notoriously 
disloyal regiment in the Barrackpur cantonments, reached Barham- 
pur on its way up-country in charge of stud horses. A week later, 
a second detachment from the same regiment arrived with a party 
of European convalescents. When the men of the 34th reached 
Barhampur, their comrades of the 19th received them with open arms 
and open ears. They were old associates, for not long before they 
had been stationed together at Lucknow; and now the 19th asked 
eagerly what strange story was this that they had heard from Bar¬ 
rackpur about the greasing of the cartridges. When the men of the 
34th 5|p oke of the general belief of the sepoys at the Presidency that 
the Government deliberately designed to defile them, and of the 
intended resistance to this fraudulent outrage, they were listened to 
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as men speaking with authority, for they came from the seat of 
Government, and were not likely to err. So the Barhampur regi¬ 
ment took in the story with a comprehensive faith, and was soon in 
that state of excitement and alarm which is so often the prelude of 
dangerous revolt. 

The second detachment from Barrackpur arrived on the 25th 
February; and a parade of the 19th Regiment, * with blank ammuni¬ 
tion,* was ordered for the morning next but one following. But 
during the intervening day signs of disaffection had become apparent. 
The men knew that fresh supplies of ammunition had been received 
from Calcutta, and some of the cartridges, which had been already 
issued for use on the coming parade, were suspected from their 
novel appearance. As a matter of fact, these cartridges were not 
‘greased/ but the men refused to take the percussion-caps served 
out to them, and gave as their ground for refusal, the strong sus¬ 
picion they entertained that their cartridges had been defiled. This 
intelligence was brought to Colonel Mitchell, who was in command 
at the station, before the evening bad passed away. He at once 
started for the lines, and summoned the native officers to meet him 
in the front of the quarter guard. There he delivered to them a 
plain-spoken address, which by no means allayed their fears. He 
also resolved to adopt the one precaution which seemed to him 
calculated to prevent the crisis. Before retiring to rest for the 
night, he issued orders that the cavalry and artillery should also be 
prepared to attend the morning parade. But during that night the 
regiment of infantry rose in open mutiny. Ever since the colonel's 
interview with the native officers, the excitement had increased. 
He would not have spoken so angrily, they argued, if mischief had 
not been intended. It had transpired that the cavalry and artillery 
had been ordered out. Suspicions of foul play then grew into 
assured convictions, and a great panic seized the whole regiment. 
How the signal was first given is not clear. There was a common 
feeling of some great danger approaching through the darkness of 
the night Some raised a cry of ‘Fire/ some, again, said that the 
cavalry were galloping down on them; others thought that they 
heard in the distance the clatter of the artillery wheels. Then some 
one sounded the alarm, and there was a general rush to the bells of 
arms. Men seized their muskets, took forcible possession of the 
dreaded ammunition stored for the morning parade, and loaded 
their pieces in a bewilderment of uncertainty and fear. Colonel 
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Mitchell was roused from his sleep by the beating of drums and the 
confused uproar in the direction of the lines. He immediately 
made his way to the cavalry quarters, and ordered die troopers into 
the saddle, and the guns to be brought down, It was past midnight 
when he arrived on the parade-ground. He found the infantry in 
undress, but armed and belted ? drawn up :n line, vaguely expectant 
of something to come, but in no mood to provoke Instant collision. 
There were many loaded muskets in their hands, but not one was 
bred. The Colonel adopted the course which, in the unfortunate 
conjuncture that had arisen, was undoubtedly the best. He loaded 
the guns, dosed the cavalry upon them, and ordered the call to be 
sounded for an assembly of the native officers. The summons was 
obeyed ; and again the native officers stood before their chief They 
besought him not to be angry and violent, and urged that the men 
were ignorant and suspicious, and impelled only by their fears. 
They promised that the regiment should lay down its arms and 
return to its duty, if only the troopers and the guns were sent back. 
Colonel Mitchell, after some hesitation, was induced to accept 
their promises, and to make the further concession that the general 
parade of all arms, ordered for the morrow, should be counter¬ 
manded, Whether the sepoys of the 19th had shown signs of 
penitence before this concession was made, and had or had not 
begun to lay down. their arms, is a point of history enveloped in 
doubt. But it would seem that the native officers told the Colonel 
that the men were lodging their arms, and that he trusted to their 
honour. Tire real signal for their submission was the retrocession 
of the torches. When the sepoys saw the lights disappearing from 
ijhe parade-ground, they knew that they were safe. 

On the following morning the regiment fell in for parade, without 
a symptom of insubordination. The excitement of the hour bud 
expended itself; and they looked back upon their conduct with 
regret., and looked forward to its consequences with alarm. Though 
clearly demonstrating their apprehensions by sleeping round the 
bells of arms, they continued to discharge their duties without any 
new ebullitions; and there was r>o appearance of airy hostile com¬ 
binations, by which the mutiny of a regiment might have been con¬ 
verted into the rebellion of a Province, Under the guidance of 
Colonel Macgregor, the Naw£b Nirfm of Bengal threw the weight 
of his influence into the scales on the side of order and peace: and 
whatsoever might have been stirring in the hearts of the Musalmdn 
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population of Murshiddbdd, in the absence of any signal from their 
chief they remained outwardly quiescent 

This incident forms the only feature of the Sepoy Mutiny peculiar 
to the District of Murshidibdd. The 19th Regiment was marched 
down to Barrackpur, to be there disbanded as a punishment for this 
outbreak, as has been already described in the Statistical Account 
of the 24 Pargands (vol. i. p. 87). 

Kandi or Jamu-Kandi is situated in the south-east of the 
District, on its extreme border, where the river Mor or K 4 n.i enters 
from Birbhdm, in 23° 58' o" north latitude and 88° 5' 1" east 
longitude. According to the experimental Census of 1869, the 
number of houses within the town was returned at 3515, and the 
inhabitants at 11,148. The municipal income at the same time 
amounted to £ 501, 5s. 4&, and the expenditure to ^96, 169. od. 
The more exact Census of 1872 ascertained the total population to 
be 12,016, thus classified:—Hindus, males, 4770; females, 5682; 
total Hindus, 10,452: Muhammadans, males, 778; females, 738; 
total Muhammadans, 1516: Christians, none: * others,' males, 21; 
females, 27; total ‘others,’ 48: total males, 5569; total females, 
6447; grand total, 12,016. The gross municipal income for 1872, 
according to the District Census Compilation, was ^551, 4s. od.; 
the gross municipal expenditure, ^448, 4s. od.; and the average 
rate of taxation per head, 7 dnnds and 4 pies, or 1 id. The present 
boundaries of the municipality are defined by a notification of 
Government, dated aist January 1874. 

Kindi is described by the Revenue Surveyor in i860 as‘a large 
town containing many brick buildings and temples, about sixteen 
miles south-west of Barhampur, with a post office and a Munsifs 
Court.’ Its present importance is largely due to the circumstance 
that it is the residence of the Rijis of Piikpiri, a very wealthy 
and devout Hindu family. The founder of this family was Ganga 
Govind Sinh, the diwdn of Warren Hastings, who was bom at 
Kindi, and retired thither in his old age with an immense fortune, 
which he devoted to the erection of shrines and images of Krishna. 
His name has acquired a traditional celebrity for the most magnifi¬ 
cent sraddha , or funeral obsequies, ever performed in Bengal. They 
were celebrated in honour of his mother, and are stated to have cost 
twenty Idkhs of rupees or ^200,000. The guests on that occasion 
included the Rdjds and zaminddrs of half the Province, and were 
presided over by the revered Brihman, Sib Chandra, Rijd of 
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Krishnagaz in Nadiyi. The Brdbmans are said to have been fed 
with the fresh rice of Jagarmdth, brought by relays of posts from Purl 
to Kindi- 1 Of all shrines/ continues Bibu Bholanith Chandra, in 
his Travels qf a Hindu (pp, 65-67), * the shrine at Kindi is main¬ 
tained with the greatest liberality. The god here seems to live in 
the style of the great Moghul, His mas/rad and pillows are of the 
best velvet and damask richly embroidered. Before him are placed 
gold and Silver salvers, cups, tumblers, pdn-ddns t and jugs of various 
sise and pattern, He is fed every morning with fifty kinds of carry, 
and ten kinds of padding. Plis breakfast over, gold hookahs are 
brought to him, to smoke the most aromatic tobacco. He then 
retires for Iris noonday siesta. In the afternoon he lunches, and 
at night sups upon the choicest and richest viands, with new 
names in. the vocabulary of Hindu confectionery. The daily ex¬ 
penses at this shrine are said to be Rs. 500 (^50), inclusive of alms 
and charity to the poor/ When, the B£bu passed through K^ndf, 
the rds-jdtrd festival was at its height; and fireworks, nautches, songs, 
and miniature representations of well-known scenes in Hindu mytho¬ 
logy 7 were to be observed on all bands. Mere than 35,000 persons 
were estimated to lie gathered together at this mid, and it was said 
that tbeR£j£s of Pdikp£r& were contributing no less than Rs. i<?,qoo 
u i coo) towards its proper celebration. 

Jan'CIFUR, the chief town of the Subdivision of the same name, is 
situated on the left or east bank of the Bliigirathi, a short distance 
below the point where that river leaves the main stream of the 
Ganges, in 24° 2% r o w north latitude, and 88° 6 J 43^ east longitude. 
According to the experimental Census of 1869, the number of 
houses was returned at 2049, and the number of inhabitants iwas 
estimated at 7000; the municipal receipts during the year z869-70 
amounted to J~ 66 o, 15s. od., and expenditure to ^460. The 
regular Census of 1872 ascertained the total population to be 11,361 
persons, thus classified:—Hindus, males 40 rv, females 3339; 
total Hindus, 73511 Muhammadans, males 2008, females 19 8S; 
total Muhammadans, 3996: Christians, males 10, females 4; 
total Christians, 14; 11 others/ none: total males, 6030; total females, 
5331; grand total 11,361* The gross municipal income for ZS72, 
according to the District Census Compilation, was ^387, 14s. od.; 
the gross municipal expenditure, ^332, 6s. od.; and the avemge 
rate of taxation, 4 dnnds 6 pits or per head. The present 
boundaries of the municipality are defined by a notification’ of 
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Government, dated 7th May 1869, and include the southern suburb 
iof Raghunithganj. 

Jangipur, or Jahdnglrpur, is said to derive its name from having 
’ been founded by the Mughul emperor Jahingir. During the early 
years of British rule, it was an important centre of the silk trade, 
and the site of a commercial residency of the Company. The 
silk filatures here were erected as early as 1773; and in 1835, when 
the Company’s trading monopoly ceased, they were sold to a Mr. 
Larullctto for ^5100. In 1802, Lord Valcntia described Jangipur 
as ‘ the greatest silk station of the East India Company, with 600 
furnaces, and giving employment to 3000 persons.* He adds that 
silk then sold for Rs. 10-4 a ser, less than half its present price. 
Jangipur still continues to be an emporium of the silk trade of 
the R^jshihl Division. There are extensive filatures in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, to which is brought for winding much of the native- 
produced silk from the neighbouring Districts of Rijshihl and 
Maldah. But at the present day Jangipur is best known as the toll 
station on the Bhdgirathi, where is registered all the traffic passing 
up and down the river. The number of boats registered here is on 
an average about 10,000 a year, or one-third of the entire traffic 
on the system called the Nadiy£ rivers; and the amount of tolls 
levied annually is about ^8000, or also one-third of the total gross 
revenue derived from the Nadiyd rivers. More elaborate statistics 
of this subject will be given subsequently, under the heading 
Commerce and Trade. 

The above are all the municipalities concerning which full in¬ 
formation is obtainable. The large village. and police station of 
Daulatdb^d, or Daulatbdzdr, situated in 24 0 8' 55" north latitude, 
and 88° 25' 21" east longitude, a few miles to the east of MurshicM- 
bdd and Barhampur, has also, in conjunction with neighbouring 
villages, been erected into a municipality or chaukid&ri union, under 
Act xx. (b.g) of 1856. As the number of inhabitants does not 
exceed 5000, no details are furnished in the District Census Com¬ 
pilation. In i860 it was estimated that the number of houses was 
730, and the population 2336. During the year 1869-70 the 
municipal receipts were ^87, 7s. od., and the expenditure was 
^79, 14s. od. The Revenue Surveyor (1857) stated that many silk- 
looms existed at Daulatibid, and that the village also contained a 
large market 

The two following villages, or aggregates of villages, are also 
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returned in the Census Report as containing a population of more 
than ^5000 souls. Beldingi, in thAnd Barwif to the sauth-east of 
the District, situated in 33* 5& r 40 1 ' north latitude* and &8 Q 3 S' 8" 
east longitude* a few miles away from the BbigiratW; number of 
inhabitants, 6037, thus classified:—Hindus—males 1915* females 
3217; total Hindus, 413S: Muhammadans—-males 945, females 
940; total Muhammadans, 1885 : Christians—* male: j others — 
males 6, females 9; total ‘others/ 15: total males 2871, total 
females 3166 j grand total, 6037. Margrdm, situated in thdnd 
Rdmpur Hit, about twenty miles due west of Barh&mpar, near. the 
Bwirki river, m 24* S' go" north latitude, and 87* 53' \ f> east longi¬ 
tude - t number of inhabitants, 5776, thus classified -Hindus—males 
1313, females .1605; total Hindus, 391$: Muhammadans—males 
133*, females 1517; total Muhammadans, 25481 Christians and 
‘others, 1 none: total males 2644, total females 3122; grand total* 
5766. In 1857 the Revenue Surveyor thus described Margrim :— 
f It is the largest town on the high ground in the Rarb or western 
half of the District, with a population of about 30*000 soids. Much 
mulberry is grown, and great numbers of silkworms reared here. 
There are said to be 700 weavers, who make up the silk brought in 
from the surrounding country. It is woven into saris and pieces, 
and sent into Murshid&bid and Jidganj for sale/ 

Mindjsl Towns.—A part from the towns already mentioned* con¬ 
cerning which alone can any statistics be given, there ane a con¬ 
siderable number of places m Murshiddbid District which are of 
importance either commercially or historically. 

JrAjOwj, situated in 24* 74/ 3 d ( north latitude, and SB* 38' 31" 
east longitude, on the left or eastern bank of the BMgiraiM, about 
three miles above the dty of Mm’slud^h&l, und exactly opposite 
the railway station of Aiimg&nj* is recognised as the chief seat of 
commerce in the District. It is most favourably situated for trade ; 
as, in addition to its command both of the BMginathi and the rail¬ 
way, it is also the emporium to which the busy marts on the Ganges* 
Bhagff£ngol& and Dhuliin, forward the produce they have received 
from up-country on its way to Calcutta. The Revenue Surveyor in 
1857 wrote a5 follows;—‘ Jiiganj is the residence of numerous 
jns aft&j&ns or native merchants, satrafs (shroffs) or money-changers* 
and native agents, who carry on trade with Calcutta, the Upper 
Provinces* and the eastern Districts of Bengal. They deal chiefly 
in cotton, saltpetre, sugar, rice* and silk* It is shown by the regis- 
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tration returns on the Ganges at Sdhibganj, that on an average of 
the three years ending 1874, nearly 150,000 maunds or 5491 tons 
of all sorts of goods are annually consigned to Jidganj from Upper 
India. To this total there ought to be added the goods which 
are at the order of Jidganj merchants, but not directly consigned to 
that place. 

Azimganj, situated in 24 0 14' 20" north latitude, and 88° 18' 1" 
east longitude, on the right bank of the Bhjigirathf facing Jidganj, 
which was once regarded as a suburb of Murshidibdd city, is 
now chiefly known as the terminus of the Nalhdti State railway. 
It is a great centre of passenger traffic, being the spot where all 
railway travellers take boat in order to reach the populous towns 
which line the river in this neighbourhood. It is itself rather the 
home of merchants than a seat of actual commerce. Jidganj or 
Jangipur on the Bhigirathi, and Bhagwdngold or Dhuliin on the 
Ganges, are the depfits to which goods are consigned, while the 
traders themselves reside at Azimganj. The town has long been 
famous for its thriving colony of Osw£l and Mirwiri or up-country 
traders, who uniformly profess the Jain religion, and whose hand¬ 
some temples are conspicuous from the river. The Jain temples on 
the sacred mount of P&asn&h, which are fully described in the 
Statistical Account of the District of Hazdribdgh, are largely main¬ 
tained out of the contributions of the Azimganj merchants. 

There is also a second place named Azimganj in the District, a 
village of very minor importance, situated in thdnd Jalangi, in 
24 0 7' 20" north latitude, and 88° 35' 46" east longitude. 

Bhagwangola, as has been already mentioned in treating of the 
river traffic of the District, may be divided into two towns, five 
miles distant from each other, called New and Old Bhagwdngoli. 
The latter was the port of MurshicUlbdd during the Muhammadan 
rule, and is still much resorted to when the Ganges is in flood. It 
is now a police station, and is situated in 24 0 20' o" north latitude, 
and 88° 20' 38" east longitude. At all other seasons of the year, 
boats can only reach New Bhagwangold; for the main stream of the 
Ganges has lately shifted about five miles to the westward, and the 
course of trade has been compelled to follow. The new town is 
sometimes called Ald t alf, and is a great depot for up-country com¬ 
modities, especially indigo-seed. The scene was thus described by 
Bishop Heber:—‘ The small but neat mat-houses are scattered over 
a large green common, fenced off from the river by a high grassy 
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mound, which forms an excellent: dry walk, bordered with mango- 
trees, bamboos, and the date palm, as well as some fine banians. 
The common was covered with children and cattle; a considerable 
number of boats were on the beach; different musical instruments 
were strumming, thumping, squealing, and rattling from some of the 
open sheds; and the whole place exhibited a cheer fulness and an 
activity and bustle which were extremely interesting and pleasing/ 
Speaking of Old BhngwfbigoM, the Rev, J, Long observes that * the 
neighbourhood must once have been exceedingly populous, as there 
are evident remains of a very extensive town or scries df large 
villages, now overgrown with jungle, and dotted with numerous 
tanks and other signs of population/ 

Dhulian, also on the Ganges, is the site of an annual fair, and 
one of the most important river marts in ,the District. 1 1 is not, 
however, marked in the ordinary maps. The Sahibganj register of 
the Ganges-home traffic, which will be given in detail on a subse¬ 
quent page in connection with the Trade and Commerce of the Dis¬ 
trict shows that Dhuli&n heads all the Mursbjddrbdd marts both in 
its exports and imports, 

Mukarai, a railway station in the west of the District, in Palsi 
thdni, not far from the boundary of the S&ntil Parganffs, was but an 
msigniheant hamlet until the opening of the East Indian Railway. 
It is now, perhaps, the principal centre of the rice trade in Mur- 
shidibid ; and from it is despatched to Calcutta the greater part of 
the dtmn crop, which is almost exclusively produced in the Rdrh or 
western half of die District. 

Among other places which cany on a brisk trade may be mem 
honed Khdgri, the port of Barhampur; ChMpghdtt, noted, for its 
timber yards; Raghundthganj, the southern suburb of Jangipur and a' 
police station, situated in 24* 27' 48" north latitude, and $S“ £> r 36^ 
east longitude, where there is an annual fair; Bdlucbar; B^blxma; 
Silkap. 

Lakuk Villages.— The following villages, in which police stations 
have been placed, arc also of some importance. Suj^ganj, 24*' G' 3*’ 
north latitude, and SS" 17' 53" east longitude, and Gori-b^z^r, 24^ 
5' 2o J|1 north latitude, and 38 ° 17* r V east longitude, are both suburbs 
of Barhampur. Barwa, 23° 56'' north latitude, and && a iG r 55* 
east longitude, lies in the south of the District, not far from the 
large village of Bdddngl Nawid£, 33 s 54' 5" north latitude, and 
8S a 30' 20^ east longitude, and Jalangi, 24* &' to 1 ' north latitude, anti 
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88° 44' 35" east longitude, are both situated on the Jalangf river, in 
the extreme south-east of the District. Hariharpdrd or Haripdrd, 
24° 2' 35" north latitude, and 88° 27' 58" east longitude, and Gowds, 
24 0 1 o' 4" north latitude, and 88“ 32' 10" east longitude, are both 
situated to the east of the civil station of Barhampur. Diwdnsardi, 
24° 23' 8" north latitude, and 88° i6‘ 25" cast longitude, is situated 
towards the north-east of the District, midway between the Ganges 
and the Bhdgirathi. Kalidnganj, 24“ 9' 20" north latitude, and 
88° 7' 53" east longitude, is situated in the centre of the District, due 
west oP the town of Murshiddbdd. Asdnpur, 24 0 14' 50" north 
latitude, and 88° 17' 10" east longitude, and Mdnulldbdzdr, 24° 14' o" 
north latitude, and 88° 18' 33" east longitude, are situated in the 
centre of the District on opposite sides of the Bhdgirathf; the one 
being a suburb of Azimganj, and the other of Jidganj. Shdhnagar, 
24 0 io' 20" north latitude, and 88° 19' 1" cast longitude, is the 
southern suburb of Murshiddbdd, and gives its name to the thdnd 
which includes the greater part of the city. Rdinpur-Hdt, 24° 8' 50" 
north latitude, and 87® 49' 36" east longitude, now the seat of a Sub- 
divisional station, is situated in the extreme west of the District, and 
has a station on the East Indian Railway. Gokaran, 24° 2' 35* north 
latitude, and 88° 9' 30" east longitude; Khdrgdon, 24° i' 53” north 
latitude, and 88“ 2' 3" east longitude, in the neighbourhood of which 
are several extensive swamps; and Bharatpur, 23° 53' 15" north 
latitude, and 88° 7' 31" east longitude, on the banks of the Kuiyd 
river, all three lie in the old Subdivision of Kind! to the south-west 
of the District. Mirzdpur, 24° 24' 20" north latitude, and 88° 6' 51" 
cast longitude, situated in the north centre of the District, a little to 
the west of the Bhdgirathi, was formerly a populous village, with a 
flourishing colony of weavers; but now, owing to the decay of that 
industry, and still more to a virulent outbreak of malarious fever, 
the place is much decayed. Palsd, 24° 28' 50* north latitude, and 
87° 54' z\ H east longitude, is situated in the north-west of the Dis¬ 
trict, close to the important railway station of Murdrai. Siitf, 
24° 35' 20" north latitude, and 88° 6' 8" east longitude, is situated in 
the north-east of the District, on the Ganges, at the point where it is 
usually recognised that the Bhdgirathi branches off. This spot has 
always been the scene of great fluvial changes, and the present 
village of Sdti Is only in name identical with that which has attained 
celebrity in history. The Revenue Surveyor relates, that in the 
great flood of 1856 a large portion of the village was washed away. 
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Shamsherganj lies in the extreme north of the District, on the banks 
of the Ganges, 

Bella Nahavanpur, eh large village on the right bank of the Piglii 
fiadij lying on the extreme west of the District, in the tract of country 
which lias lately been transferred from Birbhhm, was thus described 
by the Revenue Surveyor in 185 7 :— 4 Eeli£ hTdriyanpur ig a market 
for iron ore brought from Birbhrim 'District, Sixty-two furnaces are 
worked here, smelting and reducing the ore. The beds from which 
the furnaces are supplied, though extending for thirty miles north 
and south, have been (upon examination by the Government Geo¬ 
logical Surveyor) pronounced unfit for extensive use. His words 
are:— 4 'The absence of economical fuel, combined with the scanty 
supply of ore, at once determines the inapplicability of any extensive 
lines of operations for smelting and manufacturing iron in the Dis¬ 
trict ofBirbhifm”’ A further description of this iron-bearing tract, 
together with copious extracts from the Tepoit of the Geological 
Surveyor, will be found in the Statistical Account of the District of 
Birbhdm, voL v,pp. 3 *$-332. It is there stated that Belli, N&r&yan- 
pur is the largest and most important of the villages which have 
ironworks, and that in 1852 the number of the furnaces it contained 
■was about thirty. 

Places 0* Historical Interest, — Kasimraear, situated in 
24.° Y 40" north latitude,, and 5 B C ip 1 o ,! cast longitude, the rite of 
which is now a swamp marked by a few mins, may lay claim to an 
historical interest even superior to that of the city of Murshidib&i 
Long before the days of Murshid Kull KMn, the trade of Bengal 
was centred at Kdsimb&dr, Here tire European nations had their 
factories from the earliest times. The common name for the 
Bbdgiratlri in English history down to the present century was the 
KisimMsdr river; and the triangular^ tract of country enclosed by 
the BMgiraihi, the Ganges, and the Jalangl, was always known in 
.early days as the island of Kirimbizdr, But about the year 1813, 
the river, which had brought wealth and fame to the town, suddenly 
deserted its old bed, and.instead of following its former bend to the 
east, took a sweep to the west The channel in front of the ware¬ 
houses of Kdsiinbiladr was at once turned into a stagnant pooh 
which has now become a pestiferous Ml, while the BMgirathf at 
present flows three miles away. 

Kdrimbdzdr is said to be so called from a legendary founder 
Xisim RMn. Its history cannot be traced back beyond the seven- 



88 STAT/STICAL A CCO UNT OF MURSHIDABAD. 


teenth century, but even when first mentioned it appears as a place 
of great consequence. After Satgrion had been ruined by the silting 
up of its river, and before Calcutta had yet attracted the trade of 
the Gangetic valley, Kdsimbdzdr was the great emporium of Lower 
Bengal. The Rev. J. Long, in his essay in the Calcutta Review, 
entitled ‘The Banks of the Bhdgirathi,’ quotes from Bruton as writing 
in 1632 :—‘The city of Kdsimbdzdr, where the Europeans have 
their factories, the country affording great quantities of silk and 
muslin.’ The same authority states that an English commercial 
agent was first appointed to Kisimbdzdr in 1658; and that in 1667, 
it was required that the Chief at this place should be a Member of 
Council. In 1686, the factory at Kisimbdzdr, in common with all 
the other English factories in Bengal, was confiscated by order of 
the Nawdb Shaistd Khdn. Apart from this incident, Kisimbdzdr 
had before the close of the seventeenth century become the lead¬ 
ing English commercial agency in Bengal. In 1681, when Job 
Charnock, the future founder of Calcutta, was Chief here, out of 
£230,000 sent out by the East India Company as ‘investment’ 
to Bengal, ,£140,000 was assigned to Kdsimbdzdr. In 1763, it 
appears that out of a total of ,£400,000 required as ‘advances for 
investment,’ the Kisimbdzdr aurange demanded £"90,000, or as 
much as any other two agencies excepting Calcutta itself. Colonel 
Rennel {dr. 1779) wrote as follow's :—‘ Kdsimbdzdr has grown rich 
by the ruin of Maldah and Rdjmahal. It is the general market of 
Bengal silk, and a great quantity of silk and cotton stuffs are manu¬ 
factured here, which are circulated throughout great part of Asia; 
of the unwrought silk, 300,000 or 400,000 lbs. weight is consumed 
in the European manufactories.’ The filatures and machinery of 
the Company were estimated- to be worth twenty Itik/is of rupees, 
or £200,000. According to the native tradition, the town was so 
studded with buildings that the streets never saw the rays of the sun. 
The factory of Kdsimbdzdr owed much of its wealth, and all its politi¬ 
cal importance, to its close neighbourhood to the Muhammadan 
capital of Murshiddbdd. But from the same cause it was liable to con¬ 
stant danger. It was a matter of common occurrence for the Nawdb 
to order out his troops and blockade the walled factory, whenever he 
had any occasion of quarrel with the English Council at Calcutta. 
It followed, therefore, that the duties of the Chief of Kdsimbdzdr w'ere 
always diplomatic as much as commercial; and it was through him 
that negotiations were conducted not only with the Nawdb of Bengal, 
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but also with the Moghul Emperor at DehlL It was while occupied 
as commercial assistant at K&iniMzdr, that Warren Hastings was 
first induced to progress in the study 0/ the Persian language. In 
1757s when the iN'awdb 5itdj-ud-Dauld resolved to drive the English 
out of Bengal, Kisimbixir felt the first effects of his anger, The 
fortified factory was taken without resistance, and the Englishmen, 
including Mr. Watts the Resident, and Warren Hastings, were sent 
in close custody to Murshiddbdd. After the battle of Plassey, 
K&miMx&r regained its commercial importance, though ir was at 
first proposed to transfer the factory to Barhampur; but all political 
power was henceforth placed in the hands of the Agent at the 
Court of the Nawfib, who lived at Mutijhil The Commercial 
Resident enjoyed a salary of Rs. 50,160 per annum, a very large 
sum for those days, and was in addition permitted the profits of 
private trade. It is said that Mr. Bolts, who was factor here, and % 
afterwards a notorious member of Council at Calcutta, made by 
trade, between 1760 and 1767, no less than nine lakhs ofmpees, or 
nearly ^100,000. 

K&amb&di was in its early days celebrated for the salubrity of its 
climate. Captain Hamilton, who visited Bengal at the beginning of 
the 18th century, mentions in Nttv Aiccunt 0/theEastItidies (yqL iL 
p, 21), that ‘ the country about Rdsimbizir is very healthful and fruit¬ 
ful, and produces industrious people, who cultivate many valuable manu¬ 
factures. ' Qrme, in his Military History of Hindustan, treating of the 
months immediately following the battle of Plassey in 175 7, states that 
out of the English troops quartered at Calcutta and Chandaxnsgar, 
two-thirds were in hospital, owing to the intemperance produced by 
the distribution of the prize-money; while of 250 men at KtfsirnMitfr, 
240 had been preserved by the excellency of the climate from the 
effects of at least equal intemperance. In 176S it was recorn- 
mended that European troops should not bo brought nearer to 
Calcutta than Kisimbdzar, on account of the climate lower down 
the river being so unfavourable to the health of Europeans, The 
Government Records, edited by Mr. Long, contain an application 
to the Council from a writer at Calcutta, dated March 1763, ‘re¬ 
questing permission to go to K£simMz£r for the recovery 0? his 
healEh.’ But it would seem that, in the beginning of the present 
century, a change took place for the worse. The margin of cultiva¬ 
tion receded, and wild beasts increased. Lord Valentia, in iSoa, 
states that there were then no tigers in the neighbourhood, owing to 
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the increase of population, and the Government reward of Rs. 10 
per head. In 1811, however, a traveller writes:—‘ K 4 simb 4 z£r is 
noted for its silk, hosiery, kords, and inimitable ivory work; but as 
to the greater part of its surface, it is a wilderness inhabited only by 
beasts of prey. At eleven or twelve miles from Barhampur, an 
almost impervious jungle extends for a considerable space, denying 
entrance to all but tigers.’ It was just two years after the latter date, 
.that is, in 1813, ^ at change which has been already mentioned 
took place in the course of the Bhdgirathi. The trade of KAsimbdzdr 
was immediately ruined, and the climate of the place most seriously 
affected. The old bed of the river was turned into a marsh, and 
the water became stagnant A malarious fever, generated by these 
conditions, broke out in the following year, and the place gradually 
became depopulated. According to local tradition, the entire 
population was swept away within a twelvemonth, and thus an exact 
parallel is furnished to the legendary destruction of Gaur. But 
as a matter of fact, the filatures of K&imbdzdr continued to work 
until a much later period, though all the ancient importance of the 
town was gone, and only ceased at last from the successful competition 
of the cheaper cotton goods of Manchester. Thornton’s • Gazetteer 
states that, * by a careful Census in 1829, the number of houses was 
estimated at 1300; and the inhabitants at 3538; of whom 2213 
were Hindus, and 1325 Muhammadans.’ It is still the seat of 
the wealthiest Hindu family in the District, represented by the 
charitable Rdni Swamamayi, but otherwise it is quite deserted 
Ruins of huge buildings and broad mounds of earth alone remain 
to attest its former magnificence. It is said that the houses of the 
rising town of Barhampur were to a great extent constructed out of 
these ruins. The chief traces of European occupation that now re¬ 
main are mouldering tombstones. The scene is thus described by the 
Revenue Surveyor (1857) :—‘Three miles north-east of the Station 
of Barhampur are the ruins of the Residency and silk filatures of 
Kisimbdzdr. In a small graveyard attached to the old Residency 
compound, lie the remains of many connected with the early days 
of the Company’s government. Amongst others is the tomb of the 
first wife and infant daughter of Warren Hastings, which bears date 
nth July 1759. Some old memorial slabs have also been dug out 
of the bank or mound, apparently part of an old fortification, to the 
north of the ruins of the Residency. One slab to the memory of 
Mrs. Charles Adams is inscribed with the date, 29th May 1741.’ 
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Kalkaftjii, a little to.the west of the English Residency, was the 
name of the old Dutch factory at Kdsirubdzir, It has now dis- 
appeared from the map, but so late as 1857 it was mentioned "by 
the Revenue Surveyor as the site of a fMnd qi police station. *The 
Dutch fhrtifications were taken possession of by a party of the 
Company's troops under Colonel Ironsides in July 1 781, by order 
of Warren Hastings. In the burial ground attached, forty-seven 
monuments still exist; the oldest is that of Daniel von, der Muyz, 
* dated 16th May 1725. 1 

Saidabah was the site of the French factory, and al^o the home 
of the Armenian merchants of Kdsimbd^ir, A smalbarea of ground 
here 'belonging to the French, 3 says Mr. Long, ‘is marked by 
ruined walls and an old flagstaff, and still (1846) called F^rdsdiagi 
(French land); but the native population have -withdrawn to the 
more profitable settlements of Khrigrd and Gor£-b&&/ the northern 
port and the southern suburb of Barbampur. The great Dupleix 
■was at one time resident here. In modem times Saiddbid is best 
known for its native distilleries, which supply the greater ponion of 
the District with spirits. 'Not far off are the remains of a Roman 
Catholic chapel and a nunnery, surrounded by a brick wall; but no 
signs of any tombs exist. Farther to the west stands the Armenian 
church with a high square tower, priest’s house, and buiyiug-ground, 
enclosed in one compound. These buildings are kept in excellent 
order, forming a strange contrast to the places mentioned above. 
The Armenian prie&E is relieved by another from Armenia every fifth 
year. The church was built by Mr. Peter Am to on, in the year 1758.' 

( Babhii^at or Ghiasaead, situated on the right or western bank 

of the Bhdgiiatlri, a few miles above Arimganj, in ^ i? J 33" north 
fc latitude, and iC 41^ east longitude, is now an unimportant 

police station ; but, in conjunction with RsLngdmdtf, it carries back 
the history of Murshidlbifd District to a period antecedent to the 
Musalmdn conquest of Bengal, Both these places are situated 
upon the elevated yellow day which forms the western boundary of 
the Gangetic delta, and marks the original bank of the Ganges, At 
Badrihdt may be traced the ruins of an ancient city, extending on 
the high ground several miles away from the river. Here have been 
found the remains of a fort or palace, carved stones and pillars en¬ 
graved in the Pdli character, gold coins, and much broken pottery. 
These relics, of winch some have been preserved in the museum of 
the Asiatic Society, sufficiently attest the great antiquity cf the place; 
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but no evidence, either traditional or historic, has yet been obtained 
to throw light upon the inhabitants, or upon the dynasty that reigned 
here. It has only been conjectured that the Pali inscriptions point 
to the Buddhist period. Badrihdt was the old Hindu name, which 
is still preserved in the official name of the thdnd. The conquering 
Muhammadans altered it to Ghidsdbdd, after Glrids-ud-dfn, one of 
the Pathin kings of Gaur, who is said to be buried on the spot. 

Rangamati is also situated on the right bank of the Bhdgirathf, 
four miles below Barhampur, in 24 0 1' 10" north latitude, and 88° 
13' ii # east longitude. The yellow clay here rises into cliffs or 
bluffs forty feet* high, which form the only elevated ground in the 
neighbourhood, and are very conspicuous from the river. Few 
remains have been found except pottery and the traces of buildings, 
tanks, and wells; but RAngdmdti is abundantly rich in traditional 
history. The legend respecting the origin of the name, which means 
red earth, is that Bibisan, brother of Ravana, being invited to a feast 
by a poor Brdhman at Ringimdtf, rained gold on the ground as a 
token of gratitude. By others the miracle is referred to Bhu Deb, 
who, through the power of his tapasya , rained gold. Captain F. 
Wilford, in The Transactions of the Asiatic Society (vol. ix. p. 89), 
states :—* R 4 .ngd.mdti was formerly called Oresphonta Hararpana, 
i.e. ground consecrated to Hara or Siva. Here was once a place of 
worship dedicated to Mahddeva or Hara, with an extensive tract of 
ground appropriated to the worship of the god; but the Ganges 
having destroyed the place of worship, and the holy ground having 
been resumed during the invasions of the Musalmdns, it is now 
entirely neglected, and the emblem of the god has been removed to 
a great distance from the river. The poets have called the town 
Kusumapurf, an epithet applied to other favourite cities.' With 
regard to the history, if it can be so termed, of Rdngdmdtf, Captain 
WiJford writes as follows :—‘ Tradition says that the king of Ldnkd, 
which implies either the country of the Mahdrdjd of Tapage or 
Ceylon (probably the former), invaded Bengal with a powerful fleet, 
and sailed up the Ganges as far as Ringimdti, then called Kusuma- 
puri, and a considerable place, where the king or Mah 4 r 4 j 4 often 
resided. The invaders plundered the country and destroyed the 
city. This happened long before the invasion of Bengal by the 
Muhammadans in t204 a-d.’ Captain Layard, in The Asiatic 
Society’s Journal , No. 3, 1853, says :—‘ Rdngdmiti, anciently named 
the city of Kansonapuri (sic), is said to have been built many hun- 
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dreds of years ago by a famous Mahirdji of Bengal, named Kurun 
Sen* who resided chiefly at Gann Many interesting spots, connected 
with legends and traditions of the ancient city, are still pointed out,, 
such as the Demon's Mount and the Rdjb£r( or palace of Kurun 
Sen* The remains of the greater part of the 3 l£jbirt are distinctly 
traceable on three sides, although now under cultivation \ the fourth 
has disappeared in the river. On the eastern (ace of the R^jb^tf, 
them stood, a few years ago* the ruins of a very old gateway, with 
two large entrances, called by the people of the neighbouring village 
of Jadupur, burj\ or the to wen It has now entirely disappeared, 
having crumbled away with the falling bank into the rapid stream 
below. 1 Mr. Long, in his essay on ‘The Banks of the BhdgirathE/ 
states that Rdhg^md,ti formed one of the ten faujd&rts into which 
Bengal was divided under the Musalmin rule. Its Hindu samivddr 
was a considerable person; and on the occasion of the great Punya 
at Mutijhil in 1767, received a kkil&t worth Rs. 7278, or as much 
as the samtnddr of hfadiyi. The site of llingimiti was one* 
selected, in preference to Barhampur, as being a high and healthy 
spot for the erection of barracks. It is still (1S46) resorted to as a 
sanatorium, and is a favourite place for picnic parties and shooting 
excursions; snipe and partridge abound. The undulations of the 
land and the general scenery reminded Mr. Long of England, The 
Pkist India Company had onto a silk factory at Rimgdm&f, which 
was sold in 1835, together with 1500 bighds of land attached to it, 
for j£noo, 

Nalhati, situated in 24 s if 50" north latitude, and £7° 51' n ff 
east longitude, also possesses reminiscences of the old days of Hindu 
independence. It is traditionally said to have been the capital of a 
Hindu monarch, Nala, the ruins of whose palace are still trace¬ 
able on a hillock dose to the town, called nalhdti Hid. Here also 
is said £0 have been fought a sanguinary battle between the Rija 
and the conquering Musalmins. Nalhdtf is now a police station, 
and a railway junction whence the State railway to Azimganj 
branches out from the main loop line of tire East India Company. 

G-hehia, which lies on the alluvial plain south of Slid, at the angle 
formed by the departure of the Bbagirathf from the main stream of 
the Ganges, has been the scene of two decisive battles. The first 
of these w'as fought in 1740, and in its result gave to the conqueror 
the throne of Bengal; the second in 1763, on which occasion a 
Muhammadan army for the last time in Bengal boldly faced British 
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troops. In the earlier battle, Sarfardz Khin, the third Nawdb of 
Murshiddb£d, and the last of the lineal descendants of Murshid 
KuK, was defeated and slain by All Vardi Khdn, who had rebelled 
and advanced against him from his government in Behar. An Urdu 
poem celebrates the victory, in which the result of the fight is mainly 
attributed to the miraculous valour of Ghiis KMn, the general of All 
Vardi', who lost his life on the field. Ali Vardf built a dai^eih over 
his valiant soldier’s tomb, and the spot is still known as Ghids Khdn’s 
Dargah. The battle of 1763 was fought between the English, who 
numbered 750 Europeans and 2000 siJklMs , with a few guns and 
some native cavalry, commanded by Major Adams of the 84th 
Regiment ; and the army of Mfr KAsim, which was composed of 12 
battalions of sipdhis, 15,000 horse, and 12 cannon. The engage¬ 
ment was sharply contested for four hours, for the troops of the 
Nawdb had been carefully trained in the European discipline by 
Samru, the notorious German renegade. The enemy, at one time, 
broke part of the English line, gained possession of two guns, and 
attacked the 84th Regiment in front and rear. But in the end, the 
English victory was complete; all the cannon were captured, together 
with 150 boats laden with provision. Mir Kdsim fled towards Mon- 
ghyr; and never since this date has Bengal proper witnessed a 
pitched battle. 

Fairs and Religious Gatherings. —The following is a list of 
the principal fairs in the District of Murshidibdd :—(1) Chaltii-maltii 
meld. This fair is held at a spot about a mile south of Barhampur, 
commencing on the 9th day of the month of Chaitra, or March- 
April, and lasts for about thirty days. The daily attendance may 
amount to 1000 persons. The staple articles of commerce at this 
fair, as well as at the following gatherings, are country-made metallic 
utensils, stone plates and cups, pdtl mats, vegetables of all kinds, 
sweetmeats, wooden furniture, etc. etc. Rima is the god in whose 
honour this assemblage takes place. (2) Sharveswar meld is held at 
Dhuliin in April, in honour of the god Siva It lasts for eight days, 
and is attended by as many as 5000 people. (3) Tulsibihir meld 
takes place in May, at Raghundthganj, the southern suburb of Jang- 
ipur. It attracts nearly 10,000 people, is held in May, and con¬ 
tinues for nearly a month. Krishna is here the object of adora¬ 
tion. (4) Jayadeva Thikur’s meld is held at Sigar-dighi in thdnd 
Badrihdt, where there is a large tank. It takes place in the month 
of January. From 100 to 150 shopkeepers assemble here, and stay 
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for nearly fifteen days. The dally attendance is computed to be 500 
persons, (5) Kiipfleswar meld is held in May at a place called Sikti- 
pur, in honour of Kdpileswar, one of the many names of Siva, The 
attendance is about 5000 persons. There are also other fairs of less 
note, such as Ananta Baiuah's mdd at Mangalpur in December; 
Eidmnabami maid at Mimpur in March ; Kriteswarf meii at Krites- 
war, to the west of Murshidibrid city. 

Besides these fairs, large gatherings of pilgrims may be observed 
during the Ganges bathing seasons, at all the principal ghdlj on the 
banks of the BMgirathf 

Village Officials. —The following paragraphs are taken from 
a. report signed by the Commissioner of the KdjeMhl Division, imd 
dated 34th January 1873, regarding the indigenous agency” brought 
to light in the course of the Census operations :■— 

* Manuals. —The institution of village numdais is general through¬ 
out tire District of Murshiddbid. The manuals.of former generations 
exercised far greater powers than the persons who now bear that 
name. One of the thief reasons for this change is the increasing 
influence and the more centralized powers of the zamind&r. The 
Magistrate assigns as another cause, that, in many of the agricultural 
villages in the interior, there are now persons unconnected with 
agriculture who hold a social position far higher than the village 
viandals t and over whom the latter exercise no authority whatever. 
The Magistrate says that the xumdaL of the village is by no means 
always the most substantial rayat / as in some cases the present 
holder of the office may have acquired it by descent, while the 
lands, which may have made his ancestor the head-man of the 
village, have passed away from the family. In extreme cases of 
this kind, a man is titular mandal only. This was found in one case, 
where the grandfather had been a man of comparative wealth, hut 
the lands had melted away; and though (he grandson is still called 
a mandal after his ancestor, another person has been appointed by 
the rayati , and is the real head-man of the village. As a general 
rule, the mandaFs appointment is hereditary. A wands! who has 
a son of good character and intelligence, and of sufficient age to 
undertake She duties, would at his death be succeeded by that son. 
It is further stated by some, that if a mandat's son is a minor at the 
time of his death, he succeeds to the office on his attaining full age; 
and during his minority some of his relatives perform the duty. 
The reports received by the Magistrate are conflicting an tta the 
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authority by which a mandal is appointed The subdivisional 
officers at Kindi and Jangipur informed him that the zamlnddr 
nominates; but from personal inquiries he has found that the 
rayats have a very considerable voice in the matter, if not the 
exclusive right of. appointment. The powers of the mandals 
are stated to have been considerably curtailed of late years, and 
their emoluments reduced. In one village the Magistrate found 
that the mandal enjoyed two bighds of land rent-free; but such cases, 
he states, are exceptional. As a general rule, a mandal is treated 
more leniently than other rayats in the matter of rates; and at the 
time of the puny A (the first day on which the rents of a new year 
are collected) he has the privilege of paying his rent first, and of 
receiving from the landlord a garland and some sweetmeat. In 
villages which belong to several proprietors, there are, as a rule, as 
many mandals as there are proprietors. 

* Kotals (or kotwdls ).—Besides the mandals , there are in some 
villages persons called kotdls, who occupy a far inferior position. 
The word hotdl is said to be a corruption of the Sanskrit word 
koshdpdld, which means a warder; and it is supposed that the 
ancestors or former representatives of the present kotdls held the 
office of warders under the ancient Hindu kings, and were remune¬ 
rated by grants of lands. Some of the existing kotdls still hold 
lands, and are generally of the same position as the chaukiddrs. 
Except the kotdls, no traces of the old police organization are found 
to exist in the District The existing kotdls are stated by the 
Magistrate to be generally of a low position and of deficient intelli¬ 
gence, and to have been of no use in taking the Census.' Some 
further information concerning these persons has been given under 
the name Kotdl, No. 46 in the list of Hindu castes (p. 52). 

‘Panchavats. —There are no panchayals in the District regularly 
established. When any question of caste, the division of family 
property, or the like arises, a panchdyat is formed, of which the 
mandal is naturally a member. As a rule, the decisions of these 
tribunals are respected. 

* Patwaris. —There are also no patzvdris in the District, in the 
sense in which the word is used in the old Regulations. The pre¬ 
sent patwdris are merely servants of the saminddrs, employed in 
collecting rent from the rayats .’ 

Material Condition or the People. —In the Bengal Admini¬ 
stration Report for 1872-73, it is stated that the condition of the 
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people in MuishidfMd is Jess prosperous than in the other Districts 
of the JKijshdhf Division. The fact b undoubted, and is borne out 
by many convergent lines of evidence, though it would he hard to 
find the real explanation of it The soil is at least as fertile as else¬ 
where, and the cultivation of the mulberry is common, which usually 
raises the peasants into a state of comparative afftuen ee, Rents also are 
low, rarely exceeding R, i per bighd for paddy land, and often falling 
below it But food seems to be dearer, and labour cheaper, than in - 
the n eighbouring Districts. The c oltivators are touch under the power 
of the m&hdjtin, or village money-lender; and the very lowest stratum 
of the population, who live on wages, are especially miserable. 

Dress. —The ordinary in-door dress of a well-to-do shopkeeper 
consists merely of a dhtiii. His out-door dres^ supposing him to 
bo a Bengali Hindu, is a dhtiH t a cMdar, and a pair of shoes, with 
the occasional addition of a fiirdn, or cotton shirt, and sometimes a . 
jacket. Many of the town shopkeepers in this District are up- 
country men, who wear in addition to dm d&uti a chapMn, or tunic s 
and a turban, A Musalmin in die same class of life wears a pair 
of loose trousers, a pr&n, and a cap. These articles are made of 
linen or calico. 

The ordinary dress of a peasant, whether in-doors or out of doors, 
is a simple dhuii of the coarsest cotton, 

DwEuu^O£.-””The Census of 1872 returned the total number of 
houses of all sorts m die District at 303,561. The Revenue Sur¬ 
veyor in 1&57, on a somewhat smaller area, gave the number ns 
2 3 0,0 14, thus subdivided l— pakhd, or made of brick, 7331; kacfchd, 
or grass-roofed, with mud or grass walls, 212,683, He thus describes 
the general mode of living followed by the people s— ( The huts of 
the poorer classes* in the north-west portion of Murshid&b£d District, 
are built with mud walls, and thatched with rice straw- In other 
parts of the District, a framework house of bamboo is usually made 
first The floor is then raised of mud well rammed to the necessary 
height, to afford protection from inundation. In some places the 
walls are then raised of mud, enclosing the uprights; in others* 
plaited grass or matting, or slips of bamboo, are used instead of 
mud, and are sometimes covered again with a coating of clay anri 
cow-dung. Sometimes the gable ends are left open at the top for 
ventilation, but the generality are closed up. In the low lands 
near the Ganges, the houses are very temporary constructions- A 
light thatch and lighter walls, unraised, suffice for the wants of the 
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inhabitants, who remove their property, house and all, as soon as 
the river waters rise high enough to top their clidrpdis (bedsteads). 
Nearly every one of the permanent villages is buried in a thick 
jungle of bamboos, trees, underwood, and long rank weeds and 
creepers. If, on raising a new village, the people do not find trees 
available to build under, they plant them of all kinds to afford to 
themselves shade, and to their frail tenements protection from storms 
and the strong north-westers which precede the rains. The humidity 
of the atmosphere and rich soil soon supply a flourishing crop of 
brushwood, grass, and gigantic weeds of all kinds. Holes are dug 
in all directions for earth to raise the houses. These, filled with 
water by the first rains, supply each man with water at his door if 
he wishes it. Then, in course of time, when the jungle is full-grown, 
the wind totally excluded, and the pools of stagnant water are coated 
over with thick green conferva, the Bengali may be seen enjoying 
himself, and.keeping out the mosquitoes by filling the inside of the 
house with smoke. Easily contented, lazy, and not over-burdened 
with wealth, the peasants choose the evils they consider the least, and 
habit accustoms them to look on their village as perfection. They 
offer a strong contrast in their choice of sites to the San tils, their 
neighbours, some of whom are domiciled in the north-west of the 
District These latter invariably select the highest and driest spots 
for their villages, and carefully cut and keep down every particle of 
jungle in and about them, growing only a few useful trees in the long 
central road, either for shade, fruit, or oil-seed. Each Santil’s house 
is a complete little farm enclosure, holding the owner’s dwelling- 
house, granary, cow and pigeon-houses, and pig-sty. Their villages 
extend in one long line, with houses built on each side of the road ; 
the head-man or mdnjhi’s house being generally in the centre. 
The charak-pujd , or swinging festival, appears to be the only cere¬ 
mony that this people has adopted from the Hindus. Nearly every 
village has its swinging-pole hard by. The San tils never acknow¬ 
ledge taking a swing themselves, even in a drunken frolic; but 
they dance round the pole and enjoy the fun of seeing low-caste 
Hindus swing.’ 

The materials for house-building are thus described by the Deputy- 
Collector, in the case of a respectable shopkeeper :—Straw and 
bamboo for the thatch, mud and bricks for the walls of the rooms, 
and brick for the outer wall enclosing the house. A brick outer wall, 
however, is not to be found in all cases; and sometimes the whole 
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house Is of brick, with mud cement The number of rooms varies 
from three tg sis or seven; and the more costly the materials, the 
fewer will be the rooms. The building materials of the peasant are 
bamboo, mud, straw, reed, jute-string, etc.; never brick. The wails 
are of mud; the thatch of bamboo or straw; the posts of bamboo. 
In parts of the District where bamboos cannot bo had, slips of the 
palm wood are substituted. The number of rooms varies from two 
to five, 

Fuehituhe.—-I n a good brick house, such as has been assigned 
to the shopkeeper, the following furniture would be found i—A fakta- 
pa$h or wooden bedstead; a variety of wooden box.es and chests; 
several clothea-racks of the country kind, being often made of 
bamboo, highly ornamented with cowrie shells, and hung up by 
each end from the roof; low and broad stools, used for various 
purposes j a few mcrds or cane seats lying about; ptlsuj, or brazen 
stands for earthen lamps ; small s&tr&njis, or coarse cotton carpets; 
brass ware of all sorts for cooking and for use at meals; and a few 
ugly pictures of idols, never costing more than a few pics each. 

The furniture in a peasant's house is little more than a few pots; 
even a bedstead is rare, 

k Food. — The food of a respectable shopkeeper comprises rice, 

pulse or -ddi, potatoes, fish, a variety of herbs, milk occasionally, 
'and Migun or egg-fruit, p&tdl, and common fruits, such as mango or 
jack, in their season. The average expenses of a medium-sized 
household in this class of society are estimated by the Deputy- 
Collector at about Ha s j per month, qt £$q a year. The ordinary 
food of a peasant Is confined to coarse rice and ddt, with fish or 
fresh vegetables as occasional luxuries. The cost of his household 
may be put down at about Rs. 7 per month, or Ss, od. a year. 

Aguicultuee. —The general agricultural aspect of Murshld£b£d 
District was thus described by the Revenue Surveyor in 1S57 
‘The country is highly cultivated throughout; and except in the 
village and town sites and environs, the few basal.tic hills above mem 
tinned, and a few patehes of jungle in the west and north-west, there 
is but little uncultivated land. All the soil available, even the beds 
and batiks of the ndlds and Uh as they dry up, is tilled to the fullest 
extent The fields of the high land are almost exclusively devoted 
to the production of rice. The land, where sloping, is terraced out, 
each held having a bank around it to retain the water for the rice 
crop. When rain is deficient, the fields in the vicinity of tanks. 
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which abound in this portion of the District, are irrigated from them. 
This part of the country is prettily wooded with mango, banyan, 
pipal, sakud, and palm trees, and on some uncultivated patches of 
land, custard. Apple and gdtnan bushes form a thick underwood. 
The produce of the northern low lands, and indeed of the remainder 
of the District, consists of abundant and luxuriant crops of different 
kinds of paddy, gram, peas, mustard, cummin, different kinds of pulse, 
mulberry, indigo, pdn, yams; and in the vicinity of villages, diffe¬ 
rent sorts of native vegetables. In the Bdgri, or eastern half, large 
crops of red chillies are also grown. The principal trees are those 
above enumerated, together with bdbul, jack, safridnt, tamarind, 
papdya, bel , bath, gulurid , plantain, jamulgotd, asdn, fan-leaf palm, 
and date trees. In tire vicinity of Mis, boro dhdn , a coarse-grained 
red rice, is planted largely. As the Ml water dries up, this is trans¬ 
planted into the Ml lands, and afterwards cut and stored in the 
latter end of March and April. • The long sloping banks of ndlas 
and khdls yield good crops of mustard, wheat, and other grains. The 
richest soil, and that least liable from height or locality to inunda¬ 
tion, is chosen for the cultivation of the mulberry. The fields thus 
appropriated require a fresh layer of good earth every second year. 
In the course of years they thus become raised above the surround¬ 
ing country five and six feet high, still further securing the young 
plants from being drowned by the lodgment of water. The average 
rent of such land is from three to five times that of any other, 
except in the case of the pdn gardens, which bring the highest rent 
of all, very rich soil well raised, and good shade, being required 
for the growth of pdn. Of late years, owing to the increased demand 
for mulberry leaf, large tracts of low’ land have been taken into 
cultivation for this plant. Hence the great loss to mulberry growers 
during the inundation of 1856, when acres of plants were entirely 
destroyed. Sugar-cane cultivation is carried on to a small extent in 
the west and south-west; but the cane does not appear of good 
quality. Date trees are chiefly cultivated for the preparation of 
spirits, but little date sugar being made in the District.' 

The Collector thus describes the manner in which the cultivation 
is determined into two distinct forms by the natural conformation of 
the country:—‘ The whole District of Murshiddbdd, with the excep¬ 
tion of the portion which lies to the north of the entrance of the 
Bhigirathf, is divided into two tracts of nearly equal size by that 
river. The characteristics of these two divisions of the District, as 
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to the appearance of the country, the kind of crops cultivated, and 
the sort of weather required for the harvest, are quite distinct. The 
eastern ha!f of the District is, as a rule, low, and subject to inunda¬ 
tion, The rice crop generally grown is the das or early one j ar.d 
abundant cold-weather crops are produced* In the western portion, 
on. the other hand, and in thdnd Shamsherganj and the northern 
part of tMnd Siiti, the land is generally high, but intersected with 
numerous Mh and old beds of rivers. The rice crop is the d*ncm 
or winter one, and the cold-weather crops are few. Indeed, apart 
from sugar-cane, mulberry, some safflower, and a few other crops, 
nothing whatever is grown but dmctn rice. Owing to the differences 
of situation and surface, and of the nature of the crops grown, these 
two portions of the District arc differently affected by the weather. 
Thus, for the eastern half, early rains are needed in April and May 
for the proper cultivation of the dm crop, and steady but not too 
heavy falls until the crop is reaped in August ■, a too early break-up 
of the rains is undesirable, as also are very heavy falls when the cold- 
weather crops aTe in the ground ; and, finally, some rain is wanted 
during the cold season. For the great staple of the western half of 
the District it is not so important that there should he early rain, 
though it is, no doubt, of advantage that the land should be prepared 
in good time for the reception of the seed. What is wanted above 
all, is steady rain in the months of July, August. September, and the 
early part of October, without lung intervals of dry, scorching 
weather. This is especially the case when the seedlings have been 
transplanted from the nurseries, where that mode of cultivation is 
adopted 1 

IRjce forms the staple crop in Murshiddbdd District, as elsewhere 
in Eengal The rice crop is divided into four great classes, known 
as dus r dman, b&ro^ and j&li. The dm crop, which is sometimes 
also called fr/iadal, from the name of the month in which it is reaped, 
is sown in’April and May, and harvested in August and September. 
It is a coarse kind of rice, and is chiefly retained in the District as 
the food of the lower classes. It is usually grown on dry land, and 
never in the marshes. Convenience of irrigation is the circumstance 
that mainly governs the selection of land for its cultivation. Pro¬ 
vided that water can be readily obtained, the dry or moist nature of 
the soil is of secondary importance. Fields which border on rivers 
or fchals are most frequently chosen. It is sown broadcast, and not 
transplanted. There is one variety of the dt/s crop the cultivation 
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of which differs considerably from that which has been just described. 
It is distinguished from the common bhadd by the name of kartiki, 
and is also known as jhanti. It is sown in July and reaped in 
October. It grows for the most part on moist lands, and is some¬ 
times transplanted. 

The dman or haimantik is the principal crop of the District, and 
constitutes the bulk of the rice that is consumed by the well-to-do 
classes, and exported to foreign markets. It is sown in July and 
August, occasionally as late as September, and reaped in December 
and January. It generally undergoes one transplantation, but some¬ 
times it is allowed to grow up as it is sown broadcast. Well-watered 
or marshy lands are best suited to its cultivation, though it can be 
grown on high lands. The dman rice is subdivided into an immense 
number of subordinate varieties, which differ from each other in the 
fineness of the grain, flavour, fragrance, and other particulars. The 
following is a list of thirty-one of these varieties :—(i) Ghi kald, (2) 
gandheswari , (3) chitrd sdli, (4) gandha maldti, (5) gavgd-jdl', (6) dudh 
rai , (y)laghtf, (8) bendphili, (9) balrdmbhaj , (xo) rddhdni-pagal, —this 
name means literally, ‘that which maddens the cook,’and implies 
that cooks cannot restrain themselves from eating up so fragrant a 
dish,— (it), sundar kalmd , (12) parbat jird, (13) krishna kdbnd, (14) 
ora, (15) kanakchur, (16) kusam sdli, (17) sond sdJi, (18) parmdnna 
sdli, (19) dahar ndgrd, (20) jhingdsdli, (2r) nond, (22) bdnsphul ' (23) 
meghi, (24) bangotd, (25) rdngi, (26) kunchil, (27) rdm sal, (28) jatd 
gota, (29) rdimam, (30) ddd khdni ,—this is one of the varieties which 
is ordinarily known as table rice,—(31) vccha kalma. 

The boro is a coarse kind of marsh rice, sown in January or 
February, and reaped in April, May, or June. It grows on swampy 
lands, the sides of tanks, or the beds of dried up water-courses. It 
is transplanted, sometimes more than once. 

The jdli rice is not much cultivated. It is sown in spring and 
reaped during the rainy season. It grows on low river banks, which 
remain moist even during the hot months owing to subsoil per¬ 
colation. 

It is doubtful whether any general improvement is taking place 
in the quality of the rice grown in Murshiditad. It is, however, 
reported by the Deputy-Collector, that within the last ten or twelve 
years signs of progress have been shown in the Kdndi Subdivision. 
Some of the finer varieties of the dman crop, such as ghi kald, 
gandheswari, chitrd sdli, etc., have been introduced for the first time 
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into this tract of country , but owing to the want of a convenient 
market they are not grown to any large extent. The extension of 
the rice-growing area hag been very marked during the last twenty 
years. The Subdivisions! Officer of K£ndl states that 'within this 
period the increase -of cultivation has been about one-fifth of the 
total area, and lands which were formerly jungle and fallow are 
now worked. f It is not known that superior cereals have in any 
instance supplanted the inferior Sorts. But inferior cereals, such as 
bajrd, {hind, etc., are so little cultivated in the Districts that if rice or 
wheat were to be substituted for them the change might easily pass 
unnoticed. 

Pice, when In the seed, is called hi] or bkkdn; when it germinates, 
anbury the young plant is jdwdd; the full-grown plant, gddih-dkdnj 
just before it is in the ear, thor / when in ear, phuld. The grain 
until it is husked is known as simple dhdn ; after husking, it becomes 
chduls and when cooked, it is bhdf ozannd. 

The Solid Preparations made prom T\_ic£ are — (i) Khdi, which 
is paddy or unhusked rice merely parched, the husks separating 
from the grain during the process of parching. (2) Murk f, which 
is khdi dipped in boiled gur or molasses, {3) Muri, a peculiar kind 
of husked rice, fried. (4) Chird, unhusked rice boiled, then husked 
and beaten flat. (5) Chdul bhdjd , or ordinary parched rice, (fi) 
Pistdkf or home-made cakes of parched or husked rice ground into 
flour. Rlsfdk, or pifhd, includes the following varieties:—(1) Puli; 
(2)saru tk&kH, which consists of ground rice made into thin chapdtis; 
and (3) malpud t which is composed of ground rice fried in oil or gM, 
together with plantains and sweetmeats, The liquid preparations 
made from rice are psUmai or rice beer, and raft, a kind of spirit 

In the Barhampur market the price of a scr of common m/rAi is 
about 3 dn?tds and 3 £Us } or nearly a^d. per pound. Muri fetches 
2 dnttdf a ser t or r id. per pound ; chird, 1 dnnd 4. pies a icr, or id. 
a pound; khdi, 2 dtmds per ser, or r-£d, per pound. Barhampur is 
famous for the richer and more expensive sorts of murki which 
are to be found in its market, and are said to be unrivalled in 
Bengal, Their price is as high as 10 dntids 8 pics a ser, or 8d. 
a pound, Chdul bhdjd costs 10 Piss a scr, or |d. per pound. Aful- 
pud, fried in oil, tells at from 1 dntid 6 pits to 2 dnnds a scr, or 
from id. to lid. per pound; when fried in ghl, it sells at 4 
dmis a scr, or 3d. per pound, MuH, murM } third, and khdi are 
sometimes made into buns and called nunod, of which the price 
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follows that of the component parts. Safedd is made by grinding 
husked rice. It is never eaten in this form, but is an important 
ingredient in the preparation of many kinds of confectionery; it 
sells at 12 sers for the rupee, or id. per pound. Kkud is the name 
given to the parings from cleaned rice, which are sold at 25 vers for 
the rupee, or about £d. per pound. Tus is the empty husk; and 
kuttrd the pulverized rice and husk swept up after the process of 
husking and cleaning the rice is completed. Both are largely used 
as food for milch cows. 

Cereals other than rice comprise wheat {gain) and barley (jab), 
both of which arc sown in October and November, and reaped in 
March and April; and the following coarser grains, (1) bhurd, (2) 
chind, (3) kvdo, (4) mere, merud, or mined, (5) kowdin, (6) sial nejd , 
(7) syama . These seven are all sown in April or May, and reaped in 
August or September. They are either eaten boiled entire like rice, 
or ground into flour. Oats (jdi), bajrd , and bhuttd are also cultivated, 
but only to a small extent. 

Green Crops. —Peas ( maiar ) are sown in October, and reaped in 
January and February. Gram ( chana , chhold , or but) is sown in 
October and November, and reaped in February and March. The 
pulses cultivated are of various sorts, and include (1) common kaldi, 
which is sown in October and reaped in January; (2) mds-kaldi, 
sown in September and reaped in January; (3) mug, sown and 
reaped at the same time as the preceding (of mug there are three 
varieties,— sond mug , krishna mug, and gord mug, of which the first 
is the best, and the last the coarsest); (4) ar/iar, sown in April and 
reaped in March; (5) musuH, sown in October and reaped in 
February and March. Khesdri is also sown in October and reaped 
in February and March. Barbdti is sown in July and August and 
reaped in December. Beans (dm) are also sown in July and 
August and reaped in December. Kurti kaldi is sown in August 
and reaped in December and January. 

Oil-Seeds. —Mustard (saris/uf) is sown in October, and reaped 
in December and January. Rdi sarishd is so.wn in October, and 
reaped in March and April. Linseed (tisf) is sown in October, and 
reaped in February and March. Sesamum (til) is sown in July and 
August, and reaped in December and January. Surjydgonjd is 
sown and reaped with til. 

Fibres are jute (koshia), flax (son), and hemp. These are all 
sown in May and June, and reaped in September and October. In 
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the case of hemp, it is to bo remarked that, aa a consequence of 
the climate, the narcotic element is developed at the expense of 
the fibres. 

Miscellaneous, —Indigo [nil) is sown in October, February and 
April, and reaped in July and August Mulberry (iui) is a perennial 
plant, as also is pdn or betel-leaf Sugar-cane (j&sAw) is sown in 
March, and gathered in November and December, 

Vegetables include amongst others— -J>dtdl f which is sown in De¬ 
cember and January, and gathered from March to November ; and 
bdjgutt, of which there are two crops, the first and inferior one being 
sown in July and August, and gathered in September and October ; 
the later and more valuable crop is sown in September, and gathered 
from October to March* Radishes [niuk f), onions (jfiydf), chillies 
{fan£d) l ffottgd) etc* are sown and gathered at various seasons. 

Area, Out-turn of Crops* —-The area of the District of Hut- 
shidibdd, exclusive of the large rivers, was renimed by the Boundary 
Commissioner in 1874 at 24624.4 square miles* The Census 
Report, for the purpose of calculating all averages, tales the area at 
2578 square miles* The Revenue Surveyor (1852-55) ascertained 
the area at that date, exclusive of the Ganges and the Bhdgirathl, to 
be 1,59^2 6 5 - £o acres, or a 492square miles. This last figure 
must be adopted as the basis for estimating the agricultural area of 
the District, because no other agricultural statistics are available 
beyond those supplied by the Revenue Surveyor. Out of the total 
area of t,595,265'2q acres, he estimated tliat 213,739 ‘tt acres, or 
.134. per cent*, are waste, leaving 1,381,526-09, or 83 L 6 per cent, 
as cultivated and cultivable. The area actually under cultivation* 
is not otherwise distinguished- According to another principle of 
classification, he estimated that 7464-30 acres, or -46 per cent, of 
the total area, were occupied by roads ; 24,692-06 acres, or r'54 per 
cent*, by Jhilt or marshes; 556-50 acres, or '03 per cent, by hills; 
58,364-74, ° r 3 Jfi S P 01 cent ? by long grass jungle and sand; 
71,980-95, or 4-51 per cent, by tanks and river-beds (excluding the 
area covered by the Ganges and the Bhigirathi); 10,396^10, or 
L &5 per cent,, by mango tapes; and 44,722'41 acres, or 2’So per 
cent., by the sites of houses. Ah these estimates refer to the con¬ 
dition of the District twenty years ago* The total area was at that 
time very nearly the same as it is at present; but the margin of 
cultivation, as has boon already mentioned, has advanced very 
much since that date. The Subdivision!! Officer of Krincli states 


io6 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MURSIIIDABAD. 

that within the last twenty years the increase of cultivation has 
been about one-fifth of the total area. It is evident, therefore, that 
the proportion of the area now under cultivation must be very large. 
Xo figures whatever exist to show what portion of the total cultivated 
area is appropriated to the various crops. For the Headquarters 
Subdivision, the Collector hazards the following rough estimate :— 
Out of ten acres, 4 would be under rice, 3 under pulses, 2^ under 
wheat and barley, and ^ under miscellaneous crops. In the Sub¬ 
division of Kindi and Jangipur, the proportion under rice is very 
much greater. 

It is quite impossible to present any estimate, even approximately 
accurate, of the total out-turn of the crops of the District. Indeed, 
it is most difficult to arrive at the fair yield per acre of any given 
crop, such as rice. The rent paid is no certain indication of tire 
amount of the annual produce. Cultivators in different ranks of 
society will pay different rents for fields of the same quality and of 
similar position. The good dman rice fields in the Jangipur Sub¬ 
division are let at Rs. 2/8 per bigkd, or 15s. an acre, to ordinary 
rayats; but 1 gentlemen farmers ’ can obtain them for R. 1/8 to Rs. 2 
per bigkd, or 9s. to 12s. an acre. Again, even apart from this con¬ 
sideration, the risks caused by calamities of the season have much 
influence in determining the rate of rent, facility of irrigation 
ranking in the first place. Land which is highly productive, but 
liable either to drought or to inundation, pays a lower rent than land 
which is less productive but also less exposed to mischance. For 
example, in the Subdivision of Kdndi there are fields paying Rs. 3 
per bigkd , or 18s. an acre, which yield a smaller out-turn than fields 
renting at half that rate. It would be useless, therefore, to do as 
has been done in other cases, and attempt to estimate the out-tum 
of paddy according to the rates of rent that may be paid. The 
only course open is merely to record the average produce in the 
various parts of the District, as returned by the Collector. In the 
Lilbigh Subdivision 8 maunds of paddy per bigkd, or 17 hundred¬ 
weights an acre, are considered to be a fair yield. In the Jangipur 
Subdivision, the dus crop yields about 6 maunds of paddy per 
bigkd, or about 13 hundredweights an acre; the dman crop about 
7 maunds per bigkd, or 15 hundredweights an acre. In this part of 
the District, the rent of dman land varies from R. 1 to Rs. 4 per 
bigkd , or from 6s. to 24s. an acre; and a good dman harvest will 
yield, in a favourable season, as much as 11 maunds per bigkd, or 
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24 hundredweights an acre. In the Kindi Subdivision, the average 
out-turn of paddy per bighd is 10 maunds, or 22 hundredweights 
an acre. In the southern parts of the Sadr or Headquarters Sub¬ 
division, from 10 to 14 maunds of paddy would be the fair return 
for a bighd, or from 22 to 30 hundredweights an acre. In the 
north of this Subdivision this estimate has to be reduced to 7 or 8 
maunds per bighd, or 15 or 17 hundredweights an acre. Bdbu 
Pulin Bihiri Sen of Barhampur (whose report is printed in pp. 
1 3 3~ 1 3 5 °f Th* Journal of the Agricultural Society, Part I., new series, 
voL ii. 1870) says that the average yield from a bighd of paddy 
land is from 6 to 7 maunds, or 13 to 15 hundredweights an acre; 
and that the maximum out-turn is 8, or in some places 12, maunds 
per bighd, i.e. 17 or 26 hundredweights for the acre. 

For estimating the value of this out-turn, the value of common 
paddy may be taken at about 12 dnnds a maund, or 2s. o|d. per 
hundredweight. It must also be remembered that, in addition to 
the main rice crop, a second crop of gram, peas, oil-seeds, or 
vegetables is sometimes obtained from the same field. A crop of 
peas, raised on a field that has already borne a crop of paddy that 
year, would amount probably to 4 or 5 maunds per bighd , valued 
at Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 ; which would be about 9 or 11 hundredweights 
an acre, worth £1, 4s. od. or ;£i, 10s. od. A crop of linseed or 
gram would differ in quantity, but amount to about the same value. 
Hence it may be inferred that a bighd of paddy land will yield an 
out-turn varying from 6 maunds in the case of ordinary lands to 
T5 maunds in the case of superior lands. Represented in rupees, 
the value of this out-tum may be said to range from Rs. 4/8 in 
the one case to Rs. 12/8 in the other. Changing the terms, an 
acre of land produces from T3 to 33 hundredweights, worth from 
£1, 7s. od. to £3, 15s. od. 

Condition of the Peasantry. —It is difficult to determine the 
precise limit which may be considered to distinguish a large from a 
small holding, as it appears to vary in different parts of the District. 
Roughly speaking, a holding above 60 bighds, or 20 acres in extent, 
would be thought large; and a holding below 10 bighds, or about 
3 acres, very small. A holding of 32 bighds, or 11 acres, would 
be reckoned a fair-sized, comfortable farm for a husbandman. A 
pair of oxen may possibly be made to cultivate 20 bighds , or 7 
acres; but more usually the use of a pair of oxen would be limited 
to 16 bighds, or 5 acres, just one-half of the holding which has been 
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described as a fair-sized one. A * plough' of land, therefore, may be 
estimated at about 16 bighds, or 5 acres. Such a holding does not 
enable its cultivator to live as comfortably as a respectable retail 
shopkeeper, nor does it, in general, place him in a condition equal 
to that of a labourer on a money wage of Rs. 8 or 16s. per month. 
This statement, however, must be understood as applying only to 
ordinary land in the greater part of the District If any portion 
of tire 15 bighds is capable of producing mulberry, the position of 
the cultivator is altogether altered. In Kindi Subdivision, also, 
the state of things is different, and the holder of 16 bighds is 
there in better circumstances than tire shopkeeper. Paddy land, 
again, which produces two crops, may, with good management, 
enable the cultivator to earn as much as Rs. 8 or 16s. per month 
from a jbt of 16 bighds; and instances of this, according to the 
Collector, are not rare. 

The cultivators of Murshiddbdd District are deeply in debt. 
It is possible that they are not so entirely dependent upon the 
mahdjans as the cultivators of Nadiyi, but they are much more 
embarrassed than the same class in the 24 Pargan&‘. 

The vast majority of the cultivators are tenants-at-will, but it is 
impossible to state what proportion these bear to the entire body of 
the peasantry. So far as the Records of the Collectorate have 
been examined, it appears that, up to the close of 1870, in rayais 
had established themselves, or been acknowledged, as possessing 
occupancy rights ; and 30 rayais as possessing rights to hold in 
perpetuity, without being subject to enhancement of rent. 

There is to be found in the District a certain small number of 
persons who own, occupy, and cultivate their own hereditary lands, 
without any samtnddr above them. They are mostly holders of 
Idkhiraj (rent-free) or dimd (quit-rent) lands, and almost always 
have under them either sub-holders or labourers of some sort 

The Domestic Animals of Murshidifbdd are cows and oxen, 
buffaloes, horses and ponies, asses, sheep, goats, and pigs. Of 
these, oxen, and occasionally buffaloes, are used in agriculture ; and 
horses, sheep, goats, and pigs are reared for the market Dogs and 
cats swarm in every village. Ducks and geese are reared in many 
villages; and fowls are plentiful, especially on the high lands in 
the north. Pigeons are rather scarce. Turkeys are seldom reared 
in the District, as the demand for them is small; they are generally 
supplied from the Districts north of the Ganges. The value of an 
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ordinary cow is Rs, 10, or £i \ of * P^ir of oxen, Rs. 30, or £3 ; 
qf a pair of buffaloes, Rs. 50, 01 £$ \ a. score of sheep fetch from 
Rs, 30 to Rs, 25, or from £2 to £2, 10s., in the country, and from 
Rs. 50 to Rs. do, or from £5 to £6 , in the towns ; a score of kids 
six months old fetch about Rs. 30, or £2, in the country, and 
about Rs. 35, or £3, ios., in the towns \ a score of full-grown pigs 
fetch from Rs. 75 Co Rs, 150, or from £ 7, 10s, to ^15- 

The Agricultural Implements in use include the following j — ■ 
(r) The plough {Ml or latigdl), composed of the joydl, or yoke ; the 
is\ or support; and the or ploughshare, (2} The bid#, a large 
rake or harrow, formed out of a square or round block of wood, 
perforated by one row of iron teeth, and drawn by oxen. It Is 
chiefly used in paddy fields to rake out the grass. (3) TJie koddli, 
or common mattock, the blade of which is usually set on the handle 
at an acute angle, and not at a right angle, aa with the English’ 
made instrument. It is chiefly used in trenching, but also in digging 
up tire soil in gardens and orchards, where the plough cannot turn. 
{4) The mdij a clod-crusher or harrow, generally made of two large 
bamboos, with smaller ones fixed across them like the rungs of 
a ladder. It is used for breaking the clods and levelling the field 
after ploughing. Oxen are yoked to it, and the driver stands on it 
to lend additional weight. (5) The b&nsdi 7 which is merely a single 
bamboo with ropes attached to the ends. It is used to level the 
ripe paddy before reaping. One man pots his weight on the 
bamboo, while others puIL away at the ropes, (6) The nirdnl or 
hoe, of winch the iron blade is fixed at right angles to the handle. 
It is used for weeding, (7) The khontd, a. wooden dibble, some¬ 
times pointed with iron, used in transplanting, (S) The dmrud } ah 
instrument similar to the English mattock, used for turning up the 
soil of fields by hand-labour. (9) The Msti, a sickle'with small 
teeth, used for cutting grass and reaping paddy, (no) The ddo and 
hsnsud, two kinds of bill-hook, used chiefly for cutting and tapping 
datC'trees, (11) The pMr, 3, sort of pick-axe or spud,, being a small 
iron instrument used in weeding. 

For the cultivation of a 4 plough' of land, which amounts to about 
if? bigh-ds or s acres, a plough, a mattock, a harrow, a, nirdni, a 
sickle, and a pick-axe are in dispensable. The price of these neces¬ 
sary implements, together with a pair of oxen, would represent a 
capital of about Rs. 40, or ^£4, 

Waoes ahd Prices.—T he rates of ordinary wages have risen of 
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late years. They are thus returned by the Collector, taking the 
rates in 1870 and in 1858:—In 1858, coolies received about Rs. 3 
or 6s. per month ; agricultural labourers, Rs. 4, or 8s., paid partly 
in food; smiths for agricultural implements, Rs. 6, or 12s.; smiths 
in towns, Rs. 6. 8, or r3s.; bricklayers, Rs. 6. 8, or 13s.; carpenters 
in the country, Rs. 6, or 12s.; carpenters in the towns, Rs. 6. 8, or 
13s. In 1870, coolies received about Rs. 4 or 8s. per month ; 
agricultural labourers, Rs. 5, or 10s., paid partly in food; smiths for 
agricultural implements, Rs. 8, or r6s.; smiths in towns, Rs. 10, 
or £ l ) bricklayers, Rs. 10, or £1; carpenters in tire country, 
Rs. 8, or 16s.; carpenters in the towns, Rs. 10, or £ r. The 
Collector, in his Annual Report for 1872.73, gives a table showing 
the average daily wages of the different classes of labourers. The 
rates do not materially vary from those already given for 1870, but 
the table is reproduced in this place as representing a different 
classification and mode of payment. 


Table showing Average Daily Wages of Different Classes 
of Labourers in Murshidabad District for 1872-73. 



1 a. p. a. p. 

d. d. 

Labourers (including silk spinners), | 

2 0 to 2 6 

3 to 3$ 

Do. do. women, 

1 6 

2* 

Do. do. boys, 

1 0 to 1 6 

li to 2\ 

Masons,. 

3 o»4 0 

4l » 6 

Carpenters,. 

4 0 

6 

Smiths,. 

4 9 

7 


The prices of the common articles of food have also risen of late 
years, in a greater degree, apparently, than the rates of wages. Two 
tables are subjoined, the first of which shows the average price of 
common rice for the 34 years between 1836-37 and 1870-71; and 
the second shows the comparative prices of the various food stuffs 
in 1859-60, in the year of dearth 1866, and in 1870-71. The latter 
table corresponds with the one that has usually been given in the 
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Accounts of other Districts. The former table is especially valuable, 
as indicating h* w marked has been the increase in prices within the 
last few years. IF a line be drawn at the year 13 55-5 6, it will be 
observed that the average price of common rice, for the 30 years 
preceding that date, was 43 sirs 1 tfthai&k for the rupee,, or about 
25. yd, per hundredweight.; while in the 14 years since that date, 
the price has averaged 27 sers 5! chhat&ks for the rupee, or about 
4s. id- per hundredweight The contents, of this first table have 
been supplied through the Collector by Bdbu 'Gumcbaran Das, 
Deputy Magistrate of Kindi, In turning the values into Knglish 
denominations* the str has been taken, for the sahe of convenience, 
as exactly equivalent to 2 pounds avoirdupois \— , 


Table L Showing the Trice of Common Kice in Murshibabad 
District for the 34 Years from. 18.36-37 to 1870-71, 


V*ar. 

Amount 

per rupee. 

Price ptr 

lwL. 

Vur. ? 

Amooit 
per napH. 

Price per 

ttot. 


J, 

eft. 

s. 

& 


1. f&. 

j. if. 

■ 

44 

O 

2 

6 

1953-54. 

44 Q 

■z 6 

iB&.tf, . 

30 

7 

2 

II 

33541-53, , 

49 7 

2 3 

1636-39, 

53 

O 

2 

Ci 

1653-56, 

45 13 

3 S 

1639-40, 

+3 

IS 

2 

5 

165G.57, , 

33 0 

3 4 

18404], , * 

34- 

13 

3 

a 

1637-56, . 

26 9 

4 2 

£643-43.. 

40 

5 

a 

9 

t050-S!?j ■ 

2t? O 

5 * 

1842-43, 

36 

9 

a 

9 

1659-60. 

44 j s 


1343-44, ■ 

45 

1 

3 

6 

lSGo tT r 

1 2810 

3 Ir 

1644-45, ■ 

4+ 

O 

2 

G 

iSSi-Gs, 

30 7 

2 II 

1643-46, 

S3 

3 

2 

I 

1B62-63, 

33 0 

3 4 

1^46-47, 

40 

3 

a 

9 

1663-64, 

5G ro 

3 1 

1547^3, , , 

=9 

5 

3 

IQ 

1664-65, , 

24 15 

4 6 

1646-49, 

3^ 

IO 

3 

I 

1365-66. 

13 iS 

S 6 

1649-30, 

49 

7 

a 

3 

1666-67, 

It 14 

9 £ 

185051, 

4+ 

II 

a 

6 

(6%-GB, , 

39 5 

3 10 

IS5I-53, - 

33 

% 

a 

13 

1S60-69, 

3P 7 

3 8 

*05*-53h - 

44 

0 

3 

6 

186^-70, 

E 9 5 

3 10 
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Table II. Showing the Prices of Food Stuffs in Murshidabad - 
District for 1859-60 and 1870-71, with the Maximum 
Price in 1866. 



1859-6% 

1870-71. 

1866. 


Per 

matrnd. 







Maximum price. 


Per cwt. 

rcr 

raaund. 

Per cwt. 

Per 

Per cvrt. 









maund. 


r. a. 

s. 

d. 

r. 

a. 

X. 

d. 

r. 

<1. 

s. d. 

Best cleaned rice or I 
bdnrphul, . . J 

4 © 

10 

IX 

5 

0 

*3 

8 

8 

0 

21 IO 

Common rice, . 

1 12 ' 

4 

9 

1 

10 

4 

5 

6 

0 

x6 4 

Best unhusked rice or) 
paddy, . . { 

i 6 

3 

9 

X 

a 

3 

1 

3 

4 

8 xo 

Common unhusked) 
rice or paddy, . j 

1 4 

3 

5 

X 

0 

2 

8 

3 

0 

8 2 

Cleaned barley,. . 

1 4 

3 

S 

X 

4 

3 

5 

3 

0 

8 3 

Unhusked barley, . 

* 4 

3 

5 

I 

4 

3 

5 


B 

3 5 

Wheat, 

2 0 

S 

5 

2 

4 

6 

2 



13 8 

Inferior wheat, . 

r za 

4 

9 

a 

0 

S 

S 

E 




The Collector, in his Annual Report for 1872-73, gives the current 
prices for that year as follows:—Rice, first quality, ranged from 
16 sers 3 chhatdks to 20 sers 5 chhatdks foT the rupee, or from 
6s. 1 id. to 5s. 6d. per hundredweight; rice, second quality, from 
19 sen 4 chhatdks to 25 sers 6 chhatdks for the mpee, or from 
5s. iod. to 4s. 5d. per hundredweight; wheat, from 12 sers 6 
chhatdks to 24 sers 4 chhatdks for the rupee, or from 8s. 5d. to 4s. 7d. 
per hundredweight; barley, from 29 sers 5 chhatdks to 40 sers for 
the rupee, or from 3s. tod. to 2s. 8d. per hundredweight; bajrd , 
from 24 sers 3 chhatdks to 32 sers for the rupee, or from 4s. 7d. to 
3s. 6d. per hundredweight; gram, from 25 sers 2 chhatdks to 33 sers 
5 chhatdks , or from 4s. 5d. to 3s. 4d. per hundredweight. The 
Collector adds that, ‘As a general rule, prices arc lowest in April, 
May, and June,—the months following the reaping of the cold- 
weather crops. The difference of price on the same date in the 
various markets is sometimes considerable, and it would appear 
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that grain merchants are somewhat remiss in taking advantage of 
the changes of the market and transferring their stacks.' 

It may perhaps be mentioned in this place, that, according to the 
native chronicler, the price of rice (unhusked paddy) in the city of 
Mmrahiddbdd during the rule of Mursbid Kulf KMn, in the early 
part of the eighteenth century, was 4 maunds for the rupee, or about 
8d, per hundredweight. 

Weights and Measures,—'T he European measure of time is in 
use in the large towns. The native measures of time are these: 
7^ dattdas = 1 prahar ; 8 prahars — 1 dibd-rdl (a day, and night) \ 
7 dibd-rai = 1 saptdha (a week) ; z sapldkas — ipakska. (a fortnight). 
The mdS) or month, varies from 29 to 32 days. The &at$ar t or 
year, consists of twelve months or 365 days. When compared 
with English standards, the danda is made equal to 54 minutes, 
and the prahar to 3 hours. 

Measures of quantity proper are not much in use, as commodities, 
almost without exception, are sold by weight and not by quantity. 
Country spirits are measured at the distilleries according to the 
English liquid measure. Paddy is also sold by quantity, in baskets, 
each of which contains a certain recognised volume or capacity. 
The denominations of the paddy baskets are as follow 20 Mtuds 
qt arts — 1 bis ; 16 bts = 1 pauti or kakdn . 

The standard of weight is universally the ser, of which the 
fractions and multiples are always constant. The ter itself, how¬ 
ever, varies greatly in different parts of the District. These varia¬ 
tions are commonly expressed in terms of the told; the told itself 
being the weight of a rupee, and thus ultimately the theorerical unit 
of weight. The standard str, which is equivalent to 2^05 pounds 
avoirdupois, and the counterpart of the metrical kilogramme, con¬ 
tains 80 folds. This ser is only in use in the larger j:owns. In the 
villages, the ter is usually estimated to contain S2J folds; but irs 
some parts of the Kdndi Subdivision the ter contains only 58^ folds t 
and in other parts do folds ► Throughout this Account the scr has 
been roughly taken, for purposes of easy calculation, as exactly 
equal to 2 lbs. The denominations of the ser are as follow;—- ' 
4 kanthdt — 1 chhtd&k ; 4 chhatdks — \podj 4 pods 1= 1 ssr; 5 ser$ = 

1 pasuri; 8 pasuris — 1 man or mtwnd. 

The measure of distance is thus formed :“itS huruh (inches) — 1 
hdih (cubit ); 2 hd-fhs = j ga$ (yard) ; 2 gas — 1 nat or kdthd; zo 
kdthds or 80 Mths = r rad or bighd ; 88 rads = ito (two miles) ; 

VOL. ix, h 


ii4 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MURSHIDABAD. 

4 kos = i joyan. The above terms are primarily applicable to 
linear measure; and the table of square measure is thus based upon 
them :—16 chhatdks = i kdthd; 20 kdthds = 1 bighd. The standard 
bighd is precisely equivalent to 14,400 sqyare feet, or 1600 square 
yards, which is *33 of the English acre. This bighd is reported to 
be the one most commonly adopted in all parts, of the District In 
pargand Plassey (Paldsi), however, a second bighd is in use by the side 
of the standard bighd; and both of these have been recognised by 
judicial decision. This local bighd is composed of 55 yards, each of 
which are estimated to contain only 29 inches. According to this 
estimate, the local Plassey bighd would contain 17,666 square feet, or 
1963 square yards, equivalent to ‘405 of an acre. A second local 
bighd is said to be in force in certain villages of pargand Kumdr- 
pratdp, composed in the regular way of 80 hdths , but each of these 
hdths is 19J instead of 18 inches. This bighd would therefore 
contain 16,888 square feet, or 1878 square yards, equivalent to *388 
of an acre. In all calculations throughout this Account, the bighd 
has been taken approximately at one-third of an acre. 

Day-Labourers. —There is in Murshiddbdd District a consider¬ 
able class of labourers who neither own nor rent land; but the 
Collector is of opinion that no marked tendency exists towards the 
further growth of this class. It is chiefly composed of Santdls and 
other aboriginal tribes from the north-western frontier of the Dis¬ 
trict Day-labourers are largely employed in cultivating the lands 
of others, especially in the case of mulberry land. They are paid 
money wages in the majority of cases, and always in the sowing 
season ; but at harvest time they receive a certain share of 
the crop. Wien so remunerated, they are called krishdns. The 
krishdns , though receiving a portion of the produce, supply their 
manual labour only, and do not contribute in furnishing either the 
cattle or any portion of the seed, nor have they any interest what¬ 
ever in the land. They are to be carefully distinguished from the 
bdrgdits or Mq/'-holders, who abound in every part of the District 
These bdrgdits form a special class of the agricultural population, 
being not properly labourers, nor yet cultivators of their own fields. 
They possess rights, which amount almost to a metayer species of 
tenure, in the lands which they cultivate. The conditions of their 
holding are, that they retain a fixed share of the produce, which is 
usually one-half, and supply both seed and cattle. Such is the 
general outline of the bhdj system, which admits of many variations 
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of detail. The owner of the land and the b&rg&it may contribute 
in varying proportions to the entire expenses of cultivation, and the 
share of the out-turn awarded to each may vary in a corresponding 
proportion. 

Children often work in the fields. The charge of cattle Is their 
especial duty, and they are also largely employed in the cultivation 
and care of the mulberry. Women are hardly ever to he seen 
engaged in agricultural operations, except in mulberry fields- 

Spare Land.— There is not a great quantity of spare land in 
Mtirshiddb&l District, according to the strict sense of the term. 
There is very little land that is waste, except in the case of the/]&r 7 j 
and marshes. These are pretty numerous, but are not entirely un¬ 
cultivated, for at certain seasons of the year they yield crops of 
some sort. Apart from. thE marshes, there is but a small amount of 
uncultivated land. The Revenue Surveyor (i852-55) estimated 
that out oP a total area of 1,595*265 acres, about 2 13,739 acres 
were waste, being 13 ‘4 per cent, of the whole. No figures of a 
later date exist, but there can "be little doubt that the limits of culti¬ 
vation have advanced rapidly within the last twenty years. The 
Collector states that the average rate of rent in Murshidfibid is 
very low* as compared with other Districts This circumstance 
would seem to indicate that the competition for land is not ex¬ 
cessive. The land tenures do not as a rule present auy features 
especially favourable either to the landlord or the tenant. In the, 
south of the District, however, the utbanii tenure of Ntdiyfi is to 
be found, being not uncommonly known under the expressive name 
of fwliJamd * The peculiarity of this tenure consists in the circum¬ 
stance that the cultivator only pays rent for the quantity of land 
that he may happen to have cultivated during the year, and that 
the amount of die rent is regulated by the nature of tire crop. The 
Collector states that in Mnrshiddhld the rent of such holdings is 
paid in kind, and is determined also by the actual amount of the 
produce. These tenures are usually created for short terms, and 
are then renewed. It has not been noticed that their number is 
tending either to increase or to diminish. 

Land Tenures.—T he following account of the land tenures in 
Murshidatrid is mainly derived from a report drawn up by Babu 
Bantira Chandra Chatarji, Deputy-Collector* and dated October 
iSj 1S73. 

The tenures of the District may he divided into four classes; 
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(i) Those which pay revenue direct to Government; (2) those which 
are in the hands of middle-men ; (3) cultivators’ holdings and mis¬ 
cellaneous tenures; (4) rent-free estates, and estates paying a 
quit-rent. 

(1) Estates paying Revenue direct to Government include 
zaminddris proper and independent taluks, together with such minor 
estates as have either been resumed or created by alluvion, etc., 
since the date of the Permanent Settlement. The total number of 
these estates in 1870-71 amounted to 2853, and the number of 
proprietors to 5040. The net amount of land revenue in the same 
year was ^133,062, 10s. od. In 1873, number of proprietors 
had increased to 2973, as recorded on the road-cess register. 
These numbers do not represent either the number of the zaminddrs, 
or even the number of estates, in the popular sense of these words. 
They include the dimds , or estates paying only a quit-rent, which 
will be described in detail on a subsequent page (p. 122). 

(2) Tenures held by Middle-Men include patnis , with their 
subordinate divisions, mazkuri and shikml tdluks , istimrdris, ijdrds, 
maurusis, and jots. Of these, the istimrdri tenure alone dates in its 
integrity from before the Permanent Settlement It is held at a 
fixed rate of rent, is both hereditary and transferable, and may 
be said to confer full rights of property. It is, however, of rare 
occurrence in this District. Mazkuri tdluks are estates which were 
not created into independent tdluks by the operation of section 5 
of the Permanent Settlement Regulation. They, continue to be 
dependent upon the larger zaminddris of which they form a part, 
to the extent of paying their Government revenue through the 
superior zaminddr. In all other respects they confer full rights of 
proprietorship. They were especially numerous in the old zamin - 
dari of Rdjshdhi, which included some portion of the present 
District of Murshiddbdd. The Deputy-Collector states that they are 
not now very common, and are chiefly to be found in the pargand 
of Mahilandi, which formerly belonged to the Rdjd of Rdjshdhf. 
In other pargands they arc rarely to be met with. They are usually 
liable to very small sums as rent, and enjoy a large profit Shikmi 
seems to be merely another name for the mazkuA or dependent 
tdluk, being usually adopted in pargands Khargrdm and Murdripur. 
The patni tenure is said to have been first created by the Mahdrdjd 
of Bardwdn, in order to secure the regular receipt of his rents. It 
was legalized by Regulation viii. of 1819. It consists of a tdluk 
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held in perpetuity sit a fixed rent. It is liable to sale for arrears of 
rent; but its chief peculiarity is, that the tenure rnay be altogether 
extinguished by the sale of the parent mttdnddA for arrears of 
Government revenue* Beneath the patni comes a series of subor¬ 
dinate tenures created by successive sub-in feudalions, each with 
rights similar to those of the original patni. These are tnown as 
dar-painls i s&painU, daradarpa inis, and so on* It would appear 
that this mode of subinfeudation is especially common in Mur- 
shidiMd District. The road cess returns, which are only partial 
in their extent, show that the paints form 41 per cent, of the total 
number of intermediate tenures/ and dar-patms a further ra per 
cent. f Mast large estates are let out to one or more patrdddrs ; 
under each patnkddr flourish dar-pafrdddrs/ under whom again are 
to be found t#-painiddrs t and sometimes a fourth class of darndar - 
patniddrs. Hor is this the end of the chain. Under the daradar- 
painuiiir^ there often crops up the ifdr&ddr, the maurvsiddr, the 
v&nikiddr, or other subordinate tenant Indeed* it is not uncommon 
to find the mere ganthiddr or j&td&r subletting the land to a fresh 
tenant, whom he miscalls a paitdd&r; and tints the entire scries may 
commence anew* One or two instances will serve to illustrate this 
rage for subletting. In a case where the names are ascertained, the 
zsmtnddr, has leased his estate in patni for Ks. 371, has taken it 
again into his own possession for Rs. 486, and forthwith relets it in 
st-pedni for Rs. 51s. 1 The Collector believes that such cjses are by 
no means unusual He found, in connection with a case which canoe 
before him, that a samirtddr was himself a Jfiiddrm respect of a portion 
of his own estate, which he had leased out in pai?d r ‘ Again, Kum&r 
Pratip Pdinam is the largest estate in the District, paying a Govern¬ 
ment revenue of Rs, 132,327. It contains no less than 132 paini 
tdfahs. Under these are the dar-paink i of which 94 have been 
ascertained to exist. Of se-patms only ag arc known; and of paints 
in the fourth stage the number i.s, of course, still smaller.. There 
are, besides* ijdrds held directly under the estate, and also ijdrds 
under the several paints ; the total number of ijdrds being 18. The 
estate contains also a few matftvsfej or large jhts which have risen to 
the rank of middle-men's tenures, and about 3000 rent-free tenured 
The Collector is of opinion that this process of sub-infeudation is 
dire in great part to pressing requirements at certain times for ready 
money. It is, he believes, almost invariably the case that when a 
lease of the palm series is granted, there is a cash boons given, 
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as well as an agreement to pay an annual fixed rent. The tempta¬ 
tion to get rid of the trouble and uncertainty of collection, and to 
obtain a lump sum for the celebration of a pujd, or of a wedding 
ceremony, must still be very strong. Jbt is the name usually 
applied in Murshiddbdd District to those tenures which are else¬ 
where called maurlists, gdnthis, hawdlds , etc. These tenures are 
hereditary and transferable, and are held at a fixed rate of rent. 
The origin of the tenure, as the name of jbt implies, is to be found 
in cultivators’ holdings at a definite rent; but the holders have ceased 
from various reasons to till tire soil themselves, and have sublet to 
the actual husbandmen. ‘ The great mass of the Hindu cultivators 
holding permanent tenures have disappeared from the ranks of the 
cultivating classes. The prosperous Hindu always attempts to 
leave the ploughman's sphere of life, and to rise into the next higher 
rank. As soon as he finds he can afford it, he sublets his land, 
and the industrious worker sinks into the respectable drone. This 
observation is less applicable to Musalmins.' The maurusi proper 
differs somewhat from the jbt. It is a hereditary tenure, but the 
right to alienate depends upon local custom, which in Mujshiddbdd 
District is favourable to alienation. Unless protected by express 
stipulations in the lease, the maurusiddr remains liable to enhance¬ 
ment of rent These tenures are sometimes granted for cultivation, 
but more often for the creation of dwelling-houses, gardens, planta¬ 
tions, and similar purposes. The ijdrd is a lease of a temporary 
character, of which the conditions are almost always governed by a 
written contract. The term is usually short, and the ijdrdddr cannot 
create subordinate tenures to endure longer than his own lease, nor 
can he alienate in any way. The road cess returns, though they 
cannot be accepted as giving the total number of intermediate 
tenures in the District, are yet interesting as furnishing an approxi¬ 
mate estimate of the proportion in which the several tenures prevail 
in tire different pargands. ‘The extensive pargand of Kumdr-Pratdp 
heads the hst both in paints and dar-patnis. In Fathisinb, ijdrds 
appear to be more in vogue, being rn in number as opposed to 42 
of the paint class. The shikmis are most numerous in the pargands 
which lie to the west of the Bhdgirathf. Of mazkuri tdluks no less 
than 7 2, or nearly seven-eighths of the total number, lie in the one 
pargand of Mahdlandf. The maurusi tenures are most numerous in 
pargand Fathisinh, where the majority of the dimd or quit-rent 
estates are also to be found.' 
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(3). Cultivating and Miscellaneous TjaruitXS.—Apart from 
utban& or fasM jamd tenures, there 'are do peculiarities in the 
holdings actually held by cultivators in Murshiddbdd The ufhandi 
15 pre-eminently a Kadiyi tenure* and is found for the most part- 
in the southern part of this District* and especially in jpargartd 
Palis/ (Flassey), which rill lately was entirely included within the 
District of Madiyi. This tenure has already been mentioned in con¬ 
nection with the subject of spare lands {p. 115). Its essential feature 
is* that the husbandman only pays rent for the actual quantity of 
land which he has cultivated during the year* and that the amount 
of his rent is determined by the nature of the crop he has grown. 
The old classification of cultivators* holdings was into those of the 
kkiiri-kh'isi or resident rayah, and those of th tpdi^kh&st or non-resi¬ 
dent rayats. In the early history of British land legislation in India* 
this distinction was of primary importance. After the desolation of 
Bengal by the great famine of 1770, there was in. every village 
more land than the survivors could properly cultivate, and migratory 
bands of peasants had to be invited to settle on the deserted tracts. 
From the necessities* probably, of this situation* there resulted the 
superior privileges granted to the resident cultivators. But a 
century of peace and plenty has obliterated the real meaning of 
this classification, which now survives only as a legal tradition. 
Another classification of cultivators* holdings might be made, 
according to the form in which the rent is paid. The great 
majority of the peasants pay in hard cash, and their tenure is then 
called kari; but payment in kind is not uncommon* in which case 
the tenure is known as klidmir or Mdj\ The word khdtndr 
expresses strictly that the rent is paid in kind* but it is also ex¬ 
tended to lands that form the home-farm of the zaminddr or other 
superior landlord. In this latter case the term used is often kMs 
kh&m&r. The bhdj or Mrgd tenure is of a metayer character* 
the produce being shared in a fixed proportion (frequently in equal 
moieties) between the cultivator and the landlord. This tenure has 
already been alluded to an a previous page under the heading Agri¬ 
cultural Labourers (p, 114). Lastly* the holdings nf the cultivators 
may be arranged in the three great divisions which are recognised 
by the present law* and which alone are of much practical import¬ 
ance:—(1) Tenures held at a fixed rate of rentj (2) tenures held 
with a right of occupancy, but liable to enhancement 0? rent; (3) 
tenures held at the will of the landlord. In the first case the 
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tenant is substantially the full proprietor of the soil, subject merely 
to the payment of a determinate rent-charge to the landlord. The 
tenure is hereditary, and may also be transferred by sale or devise. 
As has already been mentioned, many of these permanent jbts have 
been raised into the class of intermediate tenures, owing to their 
holders choosing the position of middle-men, and subletting their 
little plots to a lower class of cultivators. There can be no doubt, 
also, that a great many of these tenants, with a legal right to hold 
without enhancement of rent, have been depressed by their landlords 
into the lower rank of mere occupancy rayats. The Deputy-Col¬ 
lector states that ‘increased rents have been obtained from them 
by unscrupulous zamltuidrs, who can unfortunately effect this 
object by fraud or force. The mere demand is often sufficient, for 
the cultivator thinks it useless to insist on his rights and contest 
the will of the zaminddr. Even when the rights are in theory 
respected, the permanent holder is in practice reduced to the level 
of the rest, by means of illegal, and unrecognised, but irresistible 
exactions. The operation of these causes is rapidly diminishing 
the total number of permanent holdings.’ The Collector states that 
the vast majority of the cultivators are mere tenants-at-will, and 
furnishes no approximate estimate of the numbers of the other two 
classes. As has already been stated (see page 108), tip to 1870 
rn cultivators had established rights of occupancy, and only 30 
had been recognised by the Courts as entitled to hold without 
enhancement of rent. 

The Deputy-Collector enumerates the following miscellaneous 
tenures :—(1) Bdstu , or homestead land, which generally pays the 
highest rent This land is often let on a peculiar tenure, which is 
both hereditary and transferable according to the custom of the 
locality, which varies throughout the District. (2) Bagdt, or land 
granted for gardens or plantations, which commands the highest 
rent next after bdstu. The tenure of this land is also hereditary 
and transferable by custom. (3) Jalkar, or the lease of a fishery, 
which gives no rights to the soil covered by the water, but merely 
to the taking of the fish. (4) Talkar , or the right to the dried-up 
bed of a fishery. (5) Bankar, or the right to collect forest pro¬ 
duce. (6) Gkaskar, or the right to cut grass. (7) Phalkar, or the 
right to gather fruit from growing trees. As an instance of the 
assignment of a similar right, supposed to attach to the possession 
of land, the Deputy-Collector gives the case of an ijdrd or lease of 
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levying tolls on boats mooring by the river side. Such a lease was 
granted for the bank of the Ganges at lihagwingot^ but die 
practice lias now been put down. 

Service. Tenures or chdkrdn lands are still very common in Mur- 
shidrfMd District They are rent-free, inasmuch as they do not 
pay any rent to the zamlnd&rs y but they must be carefully distin¬ 
guished from revenue-free tenures {Class IV.), which are exempt 
from the Govertiment re ven ue. ‘ Tb e most numerous of the ch&kr&n 
lands are those known as pdtM-n, which are assigned, for the sup* 
port of the village police. The old village community has so 
Entirely decayed, that it is now difficult to find any other class of 
public servants holding renbfree lands, except the hotw&h and, very 
rarely, the maftdeds or head-men also. It is by no means uucqmra on* 
however, to find private servants, i.f. the servants of particular 
families of landowners, holding service grants of rent-free.land. In 
this case, as in others, the zamUtddr has come forward to assume 
the collective body of rights which the village lias lost. Not long 
ago it must have been the general custom for landholding families 
to pay for almost all kinds of service by grants of land in perpetuity. 
The services have now in many cases ceased to be performed, or 
even demanded, but the lands remain rent-free. The family priest 
was often thus paid; so was the family barber, the potter who furnished 
crockery, and the drummer who bent tlie tom-tom at the Durgd pujd, 
the JK&£tf£-playere who supplied music on festal occasions, the sellers 
of vegetables and plantain-leaves, the flower sellers, the modeller in 
clay, and the painter by whose aid Dutga is annually enshrined 
in the halls of her votaries; all these, together with palanquin- 
bearers, fishermen, sweepers in ordinary and sweepers extraordinary, 
used to be, and often still are, paid in land for their services or 
then goods. The chdkr&n lands are most numerous in the western 
half of the District, in tracts which once formed parts of the ancient 
zamind&ris of Bfrbhdm, RijsMM, and Fathisinb/ 

(4) Revenue-Free Estates. —This class of tenures is largely 
represented in Murshidfbid District, but it possesses few features 
which are not common to the rest of Bengal. The total number of 
Idkhirdj or revenue-fret estates on the District Register is 4S2;; but 
of these, many, of course, are extremely small. Both the large and 
the small ones arc to be found most abundantly in p&rgand Asad- 
nagar, the Fiscal Division which contains the greater part of the 
city of Murshidibad- The Nawhb is himself the largest Idhhirdj 
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holder in the District. His ramnahs or deer parks, which come 
under this category, are very extensive; and he owns, besides, 
several large revenue-free mahals. Of these, one is valued at ^400 
per annum, another at jQi 18, and a third contains 1000 acres. 
The Deputy - Collector states that * there are but few rent-free 
holdings of which the traditional origin, dating within the past 
one hundred years or so, does not survive in the holder’s family.’ 

Somewhat apart from the revenue-free estates proper, come the 
dimds or quit-rent tenures. These are charitablo grants for Muham¬ 
madan uses; and though they do pay revenue, its amount is always 
small and often only nominal. Aimds are very capricious in their 
distribution, and in Murshiddbdd abound in pargand Fnthisinh, 
which lies to the south-west of the District Their precise number 
has not been ascertained, but the Deputy-Collector believes that 
the total for the District may be put at about 700. Of these, by far 
the majority are to be found in the pargand already mentioned, as 
may be inferred from the following calculations that have been 
' made by the Deputy-Collector. It must be premised that dimds 
arc always of extremely small area, and that they appear for the 
most part among the revenue-paying estates on the roll of the 
District. 1 That roll contains 2973 estates, including sharers with 
separate accounts, of which total 947, or one-third, lie in pargand 
Fathisinh. Again, of these 947, only 56 pay more than £io per 
annum as Government revenue. It may fairly be assumed that 
the greater number of the remaining 891 are dimds paying less 
than a year. According to a second principle of calculation, 
the same result may be thus reached. The total area of the District 
is 2578 square miles, and the average area of a (road cess) estate is 
*86 of a square mile. The area of pargand Fathisinh is 216’86 
square miles, so that the average area of an estate in that pargand 
is only *23 of a square mile. A single estate, or rather two halves 
of a single estate, paying about £9000 of revenue, occupies a very 
considerable portion of Fathisinh. The precise area of this estate is 
not known, but it is clear that the average size of an dimd must be 
below one-fourth, and possibly below one-eighth of the average size 
of all estates in the District.’—‘ Why the dimds should be so plentiful 
in this part of the District does not appear. The grantees are 
usually resident Musalmins; but there is no reason to suppose that 
the grants were made directly by the Muhammadan Governor of 
Murshidibid. The estate of Fathisinh is one of the oldest in the 
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District, and so far back as its history can be traced, it has almost' 
always been in the possession of a Hindu family. It Is known also, 
ns a matter of factj that the dimds have been created by the Hindu 
zaminddrs. It can only be inferred that they owe their origin to 
fear rather than to favour. 5 

The Collector reported in 1S70 that ‘ there was no ground for 
supposing that most of the land of the District had passed out of 
the hands of the sadr zamlnddr into those of intermediate holders, 5 
It would appear, however, from the later and more definite informa¬ 
tion that has been embodied in the foregoing description of land 
tenures, that good grounds do exist for assuming that the zaminddrs 
of Murshiddbid have to a great extent lost the direct hold ower 
their own estates, 

The Rates of Rent paid in MurshidflbM District may he said 
to depend for the most part upon certain local classifications. 
These distinctions are based* partly upon the productive qualities 
of the sod* and partly upon the agricultural uses to which the lands 
are devoted With reference to their degrees of fertility, lands are 
arranged in three classes (1) Awdl f or first class; (2) dcan^ or 
second class; and (3) siytfn } or third class. The average rent paid 
for these several classes of land varies in different parts of the Dis¬ 
trict. The first class pays from Its, 2 to Rs, 4 per Mgh&t or from 
1 as. to 24s. an acre; the second class from Rs. 1. 4 to Rs. r. 12 
per bighd f or from 75, fid. to ios. fid. an acre; and the third class 
from R, o, 5 to R. r. 0 per bigM, or from rs, ro^d, to fig, an acre. 
There is algo a species of land, known as ktUn chdl s which is generally 
considered to be even superior to th edwdb, or first class. It borders 
on water, whence it can be easily irrigated, and rents at above Rs. 3 
per bigbd, or iSs, an acre. According to the uses to which lands 
arc put, they are divided into at least twenty classes :—(1) Bdsfu t or 
homestead land ; (2) udbdHu^ or land adjoining the homestead ; (3) 
dk&kal b&stu, or that which is one degree further removed from the 
homestead; (4) ctoan-bdstu, or abandoned homestead land; {5) 
Mg&tj or orchards and gardens; (fi) May, or bamboo land; (7) 
sdli, or rice land; (S) jpffif, or land for cold-weather crops; (9) 
dwdl ikuriy a hollow between two eminences, which sometimes 
contains water ; (10) mribaft or kM?ndr, the ground where grain is 
threshed and stored; (n) deem-dd^ eminences bordeting on ckurh- 
matidi.\ which are liable to be flooded ; (12) htcAi t or another kind 
of lmids which bear cold-weather crops; (13) tdfi t or land which is 
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dried up and waste, but capable of being again cultivated; (14) jol, 
or hollows; (15) jaldJidri, or smaller hollows; (16) bd/i , or sand; 
( l i) ghds-ddngd, or pasture land; (18) ndik-patii , or waste lands which 
arc cultivable; (19) sharigdri, or spots where manure and filth are 
deposited; (20) pukhur , the site of tanks. Finally, crop-bearing 
lands are again classified according to the crops they bear. Con¬ 
cerning these it is only necessary to state, that fields which have 
once borne an exhausting crop, such as dman rice or wheat, can 
bear no second crop that year. Fields which produce dus rice 
generally yield a second crop of pulses, gram, etc., which are 
known as chditdli or spring crops. Lands which produce perennial 
crops, such as mulberry and pdn leaves, are of course incapable of 
bearing any other. 

The following rates of rent prevailing in different pargands are 
extracted from lists furnished by the Collector in 1870. They show 
the rates prevailing before the year 1859, taken from the kdnurtgo 
settlements, as compared with those that have been fixed by the 
Revenue Courts since Act x of r859 came into force. 

Pargand Ndwdnagar, before 1859 :— Bdstu, Rs. 2. 8. o per bighd, 
or 15s. an acre; udbdstu , Rs. 1. 4. o per bighd, or 7s. 6d. an acre; 

high land, second class, Rs. o. 14. o per bighd , or 5s. 3d. an acre ; 

high land, third class, Rs. o. 12. o per bighd, or 4s. 6d. an acre. 

Since Act x. of 1859:— Bdstu, Rs. 8 per bighd , or 48s. an acre; 

udbdstu, Rs. 4 per bighd, or 24s. an acre; high land, second class, 
Rs. 1. 6. 9 per bighd, or 8s. fci. an acre; high land, third class, 
Rs. 1. 2. o per bighd, or 6s. 9d. an acre. Pargand Dhdwd, before 
1859 Middling land, from Rs. 2. 2. o to Rs. 2. 10. o per bighd, 
or from 12s. 9d. to 13s. 9d. an acre; high land, second class, Rs. 
1. 5. o per bighd , or 7s. iod. an acre. Since Act x. of 1859:— 
Middling land, Rs. 3. 13. o per bighd, or 22s. rod. an acre; high 
land, second class, Rs. 1. 14. o per bighd, or ns. 3d. an acre. 
Pargand Muriripur, before 1859 Bdstu, Rs. 7. 8. o per bighd, or 
45s. an acre; udbdstu, Rs. 3. 12. o per bighd, or 22s. 6d. an acre; 

rice land, Rs. 1 per bighd, or 6s. an acre. Since Act x of 1859 •'_ 

Bdstu, Rs. s per bighd, or 30s. an acre; udbdstu, Rs. 2. 8. o per 
bighd, or 15s. an acre; rice land, from Rs. o. 6. 6 to Rs. o. n. o 
per bighd, or from 2s. 5d. to 4s. id. an acre. Pargand Patkibiri, 
before 1859 -.—Bdstu, Rs. 7. 8. o per bighd, or 45s. an acre; udbdstu, 
Rs. 3. 12 per bighd, or 22s. 6d. an acre; garden, from Rs. 2. 8. o to 
Rs. 5 per bighd, or from 15s. to 30s. an acre; mulberry, Rs. 1 per 
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bighd, ot 6s. an acre; pulses, Rs. o. is. o per or 4s. 6d. an acre. 
Since Act x, of 1S59 j— Bdstu, Rs. 6. 4, id per bighd, or 37s- 66, an 
acre; udbdstu, Rs. 3. 4. 3 per or 19s. ?d. an acre; garden, 

from Rs. 2, 8. o to Rs. 5 per bigkd, or from 15s. to 30s. an acre ; 
mulberry, Rs. o. is. 0 per bigkd, or 4s, 6d, an acre; pulses, Rs, 
o. n, o per bighd, or 4s. 6d. an acre, Pargand Ahmadnagar, before 
JS59 t—Bdsfu, from Rs, 7.7-0 to Rs, 10, xo* o per bighd, or from 
44s. 8d. to 63s, 9d. an acre; udbdstu, Rs. 3, 3. o per bighd, or X95. 2d. 
an acre; mulberry, Rs. 3. 3. a per bighd, or 19s, 2d, an acre; 
garden, Rs. 2. B, o per bighd, or 13s, an acre. Since Act x. of 
1859 r . — B&stu, Rs, 5, 2, o per bighd, or 3*5. 9d. an acre; udbdstu, 
Rs, 2. 9. o per bighd, or 15s, 4d. an. acre; mulberry in homestead land, 
Rs. 3 per bighd , or rSs, an acre ; mulberry in village land, Rs. 2. 2 
per bighd, or is5. gd, an acre; mulberry in tire field, Rs, j* 4 per 
bighd, or 7$, 6d, an acre; garden, Rs. 6 per bighd, or 36s. an acre. 
Parg&nd Rrijsh^bf, before 1859 i— Bdffa, Rs. 5 per bighd, or 30s, 
an acre; raibdsfcf, Rs. 2. 8 per bighd , or 15s. an acre; garden* Rs, 1 
per bighd, or 6s. an acre; high land, Rs, 1, 4 per bighd, or 7s. 6d. 
an acre. Since Act x, of 1859 !— Bdstu, Rs, 5; per bighd , or 30s, an 
acre; xdbdsttt, Rs, 2. 8 per bighd, or rg&. an acre; garden, from 
Rs, 3 to Rs. 7. 8 pet bighd, or from 305. to 45s, an acre ; high, land, 
Rs. 3 per bigM, or 125. an acre. Pargand Kumar Prat£p, before 
1859 •—BdAu, Rs- S per bighd, or 30s, an acre; udbdstu, Rs. a. 8 
per bighd, or igs, an acre; bamboo, Rs. r, 9 per bighd, or 95. 4d, 
an acre; pulse, oil-seeds, etc, first class, Rs. a. to. 6 per bighd i or 
4s. an acre ; pulse, oil-seeds, etc.* second class, Rs. o. B. C per bighd, 
or 3s. 3d. an acre; pulse, oil-seeds, etc., third class, Rs. a, 5. 10 per 
bighd, or 23, ad. an acre; sandy land, Rs. o. 3. o per bighd, ot 
is, 2d. an acre. Since Act x. of 1859 ‘,—Rdsfu, Rs, 16. 4 per bighd, 
or 97s. 6d, an acre; udbdsfx, Rs. S, 10 per bighd , or 51s. 96. an 
acre; grass land, Rs. o, 6, 6 per bighd, or si gd. an acre; high 
land, second claas, Rs. 3. 4 per bighd, or 19s. 6d. an acre; high 
land, third class, Rs, 1, 10 per bighd , or 9a gd. an acre; fiist-iate 
middling land, Rs. 4. 1 per bighd, or 24s, 46, an acre. Pargand 
Kifiipur, before 1859:— Bdstu, Rs, 5.4 per bighd, or 31s. 6d. an 
acre; adbdstu, Rs. 2. 10 per bighd, or igs. gd. an acre; garden, 
from Rs. 2. 8 to Rs. 5 per bigkd, or from rgs, to 30s* an acre; high 
land, Rs, 0, 6. o per bighd, or ?s, 3d. an acre. Since Act jc, of 
iSgg 1— Basin, Rs, 5 per bighd, or 30a an acre; vdbdstu, Rs. 3 , S, c 
per bighd, or igs, an acre; garden* from Rs. 1, 4, 0 to Rs, 5 per 
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lighdy or from 7s. 6& to 30s. an acre; pulses, Rs. o. 11. 0 per bighd, 
or 4s. id. an acre. Pargand Rokanpur, before 1859:— Bdstu, 
Rs. 10 per bighd, or 60s. an acre; udbdstu, Rs. 5 per bighd, or 30s. 
an acre; garden, jack-fruit, mango, and bamboo, Rs. 5 per bighd, or 
30s. an acre; mulberry, Rs. 2. 8 o per bighd, or 15s. an acre; rice, 
second class, Rs. r. 2. o per bighd, or 6s. 9d. an acre; rice, third 
class, Rs. o. 10. o per bighd, or 3s. 9d. an acre; rice, fourth class, 
Rs. 0. 8. o per bighd, or 3s. an acre; rice for transplanting, Rs. 
o. 5. o per bighd, or is. nd. an acre; rice liable to be submerged, 
Rs. o. 4. 0 per bighd, or is. 6d. an acre; grass, Rs. o. 8. o per bighd, 
or 3s. an acre. Since Act x. of 1859 Bdstu, Rs. 12. 8. o per 
bighd, or 75s. an acre; udbdstu, Rs. 6. 4. o per bighd, or 37s. 6d. an 
acre; mulberry, from Rs. 2. 4. o to Rs. 5 per bighd, or from 13s. 6d. 
to 30s. an acre; garden, Rs. 5 per bighd, or 30s. an acre; thatching 
grass, Rs. o. 10. o per bighd, or 3s. 9d. an acre; rice, low, second 
class, Rs. o. 12. o per bighd, or 4s. 6d. an acre; rice, low, third 
class, Rs. o. 10. o per bighd, or 3s. 9d. an acre; high land, second 
class, Rs. o. 8. o per bighd, or 3s. an acre; high land, third class,' 
Rs. o. 6. o per bighd, or 2s. 3d. an acre. Pargand PaMsi, before 
1859:— Bdstu, Rs. 2 per bighd, or 12s. an acre; garden, Rs. 5. 5. o 
per bighd, or 31s. iod. an acre; mulberry, Rs. 2. 2. o per bighd, or 
12s. 9& an acre. Since Act x. of 1859 Bdstu, Rs. 10 per bighd, 
or 60s. an acre; garden, Rs. 8. 2. o per bighd, or 48s. 9d. an acre; 
mulberry, from Rs. 2. 6. o to Rs. 3. 2. o per bighd, or from 14s. 3d. 
to 18s. 9d. an acre. 

The Collector has also been able to furnish the following list of 
rates of rent which prevailed in pargand Rdjpur in the year 1821 
Bdstu, from Rs. 3 to Rs. 15 per bighd, or from i8s. to 90s. an acre; 
udbdstu, from Rs. 1. 8. o to Rs. 7. 8. o per bighd, or from 9s. to 

45s. an acre; bamboo and garden, from Rs. 1. 4. o to Rs. 5 per 

bighd, or from 7s. 6d. to 30s. an acre; early rice, from Rs. o. 7. o 
to Rs. 1. 14. o per bighd, or from 2s. 7d. to ns. 3d. an acre; 

sesamum, from Rs. o. 8. o to Rs. 2. 12. o per bighd, or from 3s. to 

16s. 6d. an acre; barley, wheat, and gram, from Rs. o. 10. o to Rs. 

1 per bighd, or from 3s. gd. to 6s. an acre; arhar, from Rs. o. 10. o 
to Rs. 1 per bighd, or from 3s. 9d. to 6s. an acre; mulberry in the 
field, from Rs. o. 8. o to Rs. 1 per bighd, or from 3s. to 6s. an acre; 
mulberry in village land, from Rs. 2. 8. o to Rs. 3. 2. o per bighd, 
or from 15s. to 18s. 9d. an acre; inferior cereals, oil-seeds, and 
pulses, Rs. o. 8. o to Rs. 1 per bighd, or from 3s. to 6s. an acre; 
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thatching grass, from Rs. 0, 3 . 0 to Re. 0, 1 2, 0 per htgha, or from 
3$+ to 45. 6d. an acre; sdli or low land, from Rs. 1. 4. 0 to Rs, 
1. 12. 0 per &igM } or from 7s* fid. to ids. 6th an acre; sond or high 
land, Rs. 0. a. 0 per bighd, or 4s. 6d. an acre; cotton, Rs- s + £. 0 
per bighd, or 15s, an acre; sugar-cane, Rs, 2. S, o per bighd, or i_gs. 
an acre; hhesdri, from Rs. 0. 2. 0 to Rs. o. 4, o, or from tjd, to 
is, fid. 

In a report to Government, dated August 15, 1872, the Col¬ 
lector has given a statement showing the crops usually grown in 
the District, and the rents commonly paid for them. To his list, 
he has prefixed the following remarks -—‘ Inquiries on this subject 
have been made by me, and reports have been received from the 
subdivi&ional officers, from the manager of the Nfisipur and hTe- 
h£Lid estates, and from some of the European landholders and 
managers resident in the District j and I trust that the information 
obtained is approximately correct The covenanted Deputy-Col¬ 
lector of Ldlbdgh, who made local inquiries in thdnd Rimpur Hdt, 
states that in many villages in that thdnd there is an psl or original 
rent, which at the present time is not paid by any one. Brahmans 
and others, who, on account of caste prejudices or other reasons, 
arc above tilling their land themselves, pay at a rate double this 
original rate; while numdah or heads of villages pay at a rate 
times' as high, and the general body of cultivators at a rate 
which is 3 or 3^ times the original rent. The original rate is 
probably a relic of a time long past, the general rise of prices 
during the present century having caused a corresponding enhance¬ 
ment of the rates for the various kinds of land, which are, however, 
still based upon the standard formerly prevalent/ 

The following is the Collector’s list of rents, arranged according 
to Subdivisions and thdnds or police circles 

Sadr Subdivision,— Thdnd Sujiganj 1 high rice lauds for earlier 
rice, Rs, 1 per bighd, or 6a. od. per acre; food grains, vis. wheat, 
matdr, wwiiri, etc,, from 15 dnnds to Rs. 1 per bighd, dt from 4s. 6d. 
to 6s, per acre ; garden, Rs. 5 per lightly or £ i, 1 os. od. per acre; 
mulberry, Rs. 2 per bighd, or 125. per acre. In this thdnd very 
little late rice is grown, Thdnd Gorri-bizdr; high rice lands for 
earlier rice, from £ druids 6 ftes to Rs. 1. 1. 1 per bighd, or from 
3s. 2d. to 6s, 5d. per acre ; food grains, wheat, matdr, mustrri, etc., 
from S druids 6 pits to Rs. 1. 1. 1 per bighd, or from 3s. 2d. to 
6s. 5d. per acre; garden, from Rs, 4. 4. 3 to Rs. 5. 5. 4 per bighd, 
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or from £z, 5s. 7<1. to £ r, 12s. oA per acre; mulberry, Rs. 2 
per bighd, or 12s. per acre. The rates in this thdnd are based on 
the sikkd rupee. Thdnd Barwd: high rice lands for earlier rice, 
6 dnnds per bighd, or 2s. 3d. per acre; low rice lands for late rice, 
Rs. 1 per bighd, or 6s. per acre; food grains, viz. wheat, matdr, 
musuri, etc., Rs. r per bighd, or 6s. per acre; garden, Rs. 1 per bighd, 
or 6s. per acre; mulberry, Rs. 1 per bighd, or 6s. per acre. Thdnd 
Hariharpdrd: high rice lands for earlier rice, J2 dnnds per bighd, 
or 4s. 6d. per acre; low rice lands for late rice, 12 dnnds per 
bighd, or 4s. 6d. per acre; food grains, viz. wheat, matar, musuri , 
etc., 12 dnnds per bighd , or 4s. 6d. per acre; garden, Rs. 2. 8. o 
per bighd, or 15s. per acre; betel or pdn, Rs. 7. 8. o per bighd, or 
£2, 5s. od. per acre; mulberry, Rs. 1 per bighd, or 6s. per acre. 
Thdnd Jalangi: high rice lands for early rice, 4 dnnds per bighd, 
or is. 6d. per acre ; low rice lands for late rice, 6 dnnds per bighd, 
or 2s. 3A per acre; food grains, viz. wheat, matar, musurl, etc., 
Rs. r. x. o per bighd, or 6s. sd. per acre; garden, Rs. 2. 5. o per 
bighd, or 13s. 11A per acre; betel or pdn, Rs. 8. 4. o per bighd, 
or £2, 9s. 6d. per acre; , mulberry, Rs. 1. 8. o per bighd, or 
9s. per acre. Thdnds Gowds and Bhagwdngold: high rice lands 
for early rice, 8 dnnds per bighd, or 3s. per acre; low rice lands 
for late rice, 8 dnnds per bighd, or 3s. per acre; indigo, 3 dnnds 
per bighd, or is. 2d. per acre; garden, Rs. 5 per bighd, or 
£1, 10s. od. per acre; betel or pdn, Rs. 2. 8. o per bighd, or 
15s. per acre; mulberry, Rs. 1. 8. o per bighd, or 9s. per acre; 
vegetables, Rs. 1 per bighd, or 6s. per acre. . Thdnd Nawddd : high 
rice lands for early rice, from Rs. 1 to Rs. 1. 4. o per bighd, or 
from 6s. to 7s. 6d. per acre; low rice lands for late rice, from 
Rs. 1 to Rs. 1. 4. o per bighd, or from 6s. to 7s. 6d. per acre; 
food grains, viz. wheat, matar, musuri , etc., from Rs. 1 to Rs. 1. 

4. o per bighd, or from 6s. to 7s. 6d. per acre; indigo, from 
Rs. 1 to Rs. 1. 4. o per bighd, or from 6s. to 7s. 6d. per acre. 
Thdnd Daulatbdzir: high rice lands for early rice, 12 dnnds per 
bighd, or 4s. 6A per acre; low rice lands for late rice, 12 dnnds 
per bighd, or 4s. 6d. per acre; food grains, viz. wheat, matar, 
musuri , etc., 12 dnnds per bighd, or 4s. 6d. per acre; garden, 
Rs. 2 per bighd, or 12s. per acre; mulberry, Rs. 1 per bighd, or 
6s. per acre. Thdnd Diwdnsardi: high rice lands for early rice, 

6 dnnds per bighd, or 2s. 3A per acre; low rice lands for late rice, 

6 dnnds per bighd, or 2s. 3d. per acre; sugar-cane, from Rs. 2. 
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3. 0 to Rs. 3. 32, o per bighd, or from 13s. 2d. to £i t as. fid, per 
acre; garden, from Rs. 2. 3,. o to Rs. 3. 12. o per bighd, or from 
13s. id, to 2s. fid. per acre ; mulberry, Rs. i- S, o per highd } 
or 9s. per acre. Thdnd EadriMt: high rice lands for early rice, 
ra dnnds per bighd, or 4s. fid. per acre; low rice lands for late 
rice, Rs. l S. o per bighd, or 9s. per acre; food grains, S dnnds 
per bighd, or 3s. per aero; garden, Rs. 3. rs, o per bigM, o-r ^r, 
as. fid., per acre; .mulberry, Rs. 1 per bighd, or 3s. per acre; 
vegetables, Rs. 1. 2, o per bighd, or fis. gd, per acre. Thdnd 
Raliinganj : low rice lands for late rice, Rs. 2 per bighd, or rag. 
per acre ; garden, Rs. 2. 8 per bighd, or 153. per acre, 

Jangipur Subdivision .—Thdnd Jangipur: high riefi lands for 
early rice, from Rs, 1 to Rs, 3 per bighd, or from 6s. to iSb. per 
acre; low rice lands for late rice, from S dnnds to Rs 3. 8, o per 
bighd, or from 35, to 7s, fid. per acre; food grains, etc., from Rs, 1 
to Rs. 1. 4. o per bighd-, or from 6s, to 73, 6dL per acre ; jute, from 
S dnnds to Rs. r. 4. o per bighd, or from 35, to 75. fid. per acre ; 
garden, from Rs, 1, 8 to Rs. 8, & per bighd, or from gs. to £2, 
ns. od. per acre ; mulberry, Rs. 3. s, 0 perf^&f, or fis, gd, per acre, 
Ldlbtfgh and city of Mursbiddb&I Subdivision ,—Thdnd Shih- 
nagar; high rice lands for early rice, from 5 annas to Rs. r per 
bighd, or from is, nd. to fis. per acre; garden, Rs. r p ei bighd, or 
fis. per acre. Whatever be the crop sown on these lands, the same 
rent is paid. Thdnd M£milMrMs£r : high rice lands for early rice, 
from 5 dnnds to 8 dnnds per bighd, or from is,, rid. to 3s. pm acre ; 
garden, from Rs, 1 to Rs, 2. 15. o per bighd, or from fis. to r7s. Sd, 
per acre. Whatever be the crop sown on these lands, the same rent is 
paid. Thdnd Asdnpur; high rice lands for early rice, from 8 dnn&s to 
12 dnnds per bighd, or from 3s, to 4$, fid, per acre; garden, from 
Rs. 2 to Rs, 2, S. o per bighd, or from las. to 15s, per acre; mul¬ 
berry, from Rs. 2 to Rs. 4 per bighd, or from 3 as. to 4s. od, 
per acre; vegetables, from 6 dnnds toRs. r per bighd, or from as.-3d. 
to fis, per acre. Whatever be the crop sown on these lands, the same 
rent is paid. Thdnd Nalhitf: low rice lands for late rice, from g 
to ia dnnds per bighd, or from 33, 3 d to 45. fid, per acre; betel or 
in> from Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 per bighd, or from ^18 to ^24 per 
acre. In the villages situated in this iMnd there is no mulberry 
cultivation.. The only village in which there are pdn plantations is 
Paibpdrd, for which a rent is paid varying from Rs. 30 to Rs. 4a 
per bighd, or from j£iB to £24 per acre. Almost the only crop 
vol. tx, 1 
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cultivated in the villages of this thdnd is rice. The same rent is 
paid if sugar-cane is cultivated Thdnd Rdmpur Hdt: low rice 
lands for late rice, from 12 dnnds to Rs. 1. 6. o per bighd, or from 
4s. 6d to 8s. 3d. per acre. There is no mulberry land in this 
thdnd , and the same rent is paid for all agricultural land, whatever 
the crop on it; but there is scarcely any other crop but dman 
paddy. Except those for mulberry lands, all the rents given for 
the Ldlbigh Subdivision are paid in sikkd rupees; and the raya/s 
consequently have to pay a bdttd or exchange premium of 1 dnnd 
per rupee extra to the zaminddrs , when they pay their rents in 
current rupees. 

Kindi Subdivision : low rice lands for late rice, from 4 dnnds to 
Rs. 5 per bighd, or from is. 6d. to £1, 10s. od. per acre; food 
grains, etc., from 4 to 8 dnnds per bighd, or from is. 6d. to 3s. per 
acre; sugar-cane, from Rs. 2 to Rs. 5 per bighd , or from 12s. to 
£1, 10s. od. per acre; garden, from Rs. 1.8 o to Rs. 4 per bighd, 
or from 9s. to £1, 4s. od per acre; mulberry, from Rs. 3 to Rs. 12 
per bighd, or from 18s. to ^3, 12s. od. per acre. 

The Collector is decidedly of opinion that the operations of Act 
x. of 1859, the Rent Law of Bengal, have not resulted in a general 
enhancement of rates of rent throughout the District He believes, 
on the other hand, that its equitable provisions have often acted as 
a check on arbitrary and exorbitant assessments. 

Manure. —In the Rirh, or tract to the west of the Bhigirathl 
river, manure is in universal use; but in the Bigri, or eastern half 
of the District, it is rarely or never applied to the fields. Cow- 
dung and ashes are the only two kinds of manure known. Eight 
mannds of cow-dung would be considered a very liberal allowance 
for each bighd of land, or 17 hundredweights per acre. The value 
of this quantity, exclusive of cost of carriage, would be Rs. 2 or 
Rs. 3 per bighd , or from 12s. to 18s. an acre. 

Irrigation is also largely adopted in the Rirh, and but seldom 
in the Bigri. In the former tract, owing to the conformation of the 
country and the quality of the soil, the crops are almost dependent 
upon an artificial supply of water; whereas, in the alluvial land 
between the Ganges and the Bhigirathi, the rainfall and the annual 
inundations are quite sufficient. Irrigation is conducted either from 
tanks, or by leading the water from natural channels. Irrigation- 
wells and artificial canals do not exist. The simple machinery 
employed is thus described in the Report of the Revenue Surveyor:— 
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* Tine chief modes of irrigation are as follow:—Where the dip is 
great, a bucket is slung at one end of a long bamboo, and the other 
end is weighted, generally with a lump of stiff day. This machine is 
dipped and worked by a single man. For a small lift, the dangd 
or hollowed-uut palm-tree is used. The smaller end is fixed on a 
pivot between two posts, on a level with the channel into which the 
water is to be poured, the larger end being dipped into the water 
in the reservoir below. To this log is attached from above a long 
bamboo, weighted with day at the further end, in order to counter¬ 
balance the water in the dip-end of the doitgu. This engine can 
be worked by one man. The sium^ or small bamboo and reed 
basket, is also used for the same purpose. It is made of a very 
flat shape, and is slung by four strings. Two men, one on either 
side of the water-cut from the reservoir, take a string in each hand, 
and by alternately lowering and raising their bodies, swing up 
the water very expeditiously into the or fields above, 1 No 
estimate can be given of the cost of irrigating a bighd of rice or 
sugar-cane land j but the actual outlay 0/ money is very small. 

Fallow Land.—L and which has borne exhausting crops is occa¬ 
sionally allowed to lie fallow for one year, and sometimes £ot two 
years. The rotation of crops on scientific principles is not known 
or practised, the same fields being commonly laid down in the 
same crops for each successive year. 

Natural Calamities : Blights;, —The District of Murshiddbid 
is occasionally subject to blights, but never to such an extent as to 
interfere with the general harvest. In the year i£6q-jq, the whole 
of the peas crop, and the greater part of the grain crop, in the 
Jangipur Subdivision were destroyed by a grub. No remedial 
measures are ever known to liave been adopted to avert this form 
of agricultural calamity. 

Floods are of common, occurrence in the District, especially in 
the low-lying IMgri or eastern half, which is situated between the 
Bhdgir&thi and the Ganges. These calamities are caused, not by 
excess of local rainfall, but by the rising of the rivers before they 
enter the District. Owing to the conns e of the rivers and the general 
slope of the country, which is on the whole towards the rivers, a. 
rise in their waters can rarely affect the whole of the District } &nd T 
the floods that occut have seldom been so serious as to cause a 
universal destruction of the crops. The ms. Records of the Board 
of Revenue show that inundations have always been of frequent 
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occurrence in Murshidibdd The Collector states that the flood of 
1823 was the most destructive that is on record. Inundations have 
also occurred in the years 1834,1838, 1848,1856,1866, and 1870-71; 
but the flood of 1823 is the only one that may be said to have caused 
a general destruction of the crops. In 1848 and 1871 a great deal 
of mischief was done, but the results were only partial. 

In illustration of the flood of 1870, when the embankments on 
the Bhigirathf gave way, and the waters swept down on to the 
District of Nadiyd, the following description of the consequences 
in Murshiddbdd is taken from the Annual Report of the Col¬ 
lector for that year:—•* In the Bdgri or eastern half of the Dis¬ 
trict, a great portion of the dus rice crop was destroyed by the 
floods. Much of it was carried away by the water on the bursting 
of the Bhigirathf embankment at Niltikuri, before it could be 
placed in a position of safety ; and nearly all the dman rice growing 
in the low lands was submerged and lost. The rice crop, however, 
in the Rdrh or western half of the District was good, and the out¬ 
turn is stated to have been above the average. The cold-weather 
crops in many parts of the District were destroyed by a third rise in 
the rivers. The heavy rain which fell at the beginning of February 
did a great deal of good to the indigo and mulberry crops, and 
enabled the lands to be broken up for the spring sowings. Although 
the crops, especially rice, were deficient, there was plenty of food in 
the District for those who could procure it. This, however, was by 
no means an easy matter for many of the suffering cultivators, who 
were living on mdchdns, or bamboo platforms raised above the 
waters. It was found necessary to appoint a famine relief com¬ 
mittee, subscriptions were raised, and the sanction of Government 
was obtained for the transfer of a sum of Rs. 741. 5. 4 74, 2s. 8d.), 

held in deposit on account of subscriptions to the North-Western 
Provinces Relief Fund, for the purpose of relieving the local distress. 
Food was sent out where it was wanted for man and beast; and in 
some cases boats were kept up, for the maintenance of communica¬ 
tion with the inhabitants of the submerged villages. There was 
exhibited during this period a spirit of mutual assistance among the 
people, owing to which, and to the assistance given by the relief 
committee, not a single death from starvation occurred. The cattle 
even did not suffer much during the inundation; but when the waters 
subsided, many of them died from being then fed with the rank 
inundation grass. The total amount expended in the relief opera- 
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tions was Rs, 2957, 4. 2 14s. 6d,). h It does not seem that 

these floods caused any extraordinary amount of illness, *It was 
anticipated that there would be a large extra mortality ; and in con¬ 
sequence, two native doctors "were obtained from Government to 
meet the expected sickness. These men travelled from tit And to 
ffidnd t wherever disease was reported to be rife; but their reports 
showed that they had more chronic cases to deal with than acute 
cases of emergency/ c On the whole, considering the exceptional 
circumstances of the time, and the great distress and misery into 
which a considerable portion of the inhabitants were plunged, the 
year was not an unhealthy one, though cholera, committed great 
havoc in some parts of tile District/ The price of rice, which is 
always governed by the prospects of the future as much as by the 
wants of the present, did not rise so much as might have been 
anticipated during the actual time of the flood But the Collector 
attributes the high range of prices prevailing during *873-73, which 
were on an average above those of the previous years, to the serious 
diminutions in stocks which had been caused by the inundation and 
its train of consequences. The liability of the Bhgri tract of country 
to flood is thus graphically indicated by the Revenue Surveyor:— 

' In the low lands near the Ganges the houses are very temporary 
structures. A light thatch and lighter walls, unraised, suffice for 
the wants of the inhabitants, who remove their property, house and 
all, as soon as the river waters rise high enough to top their thdrp&ts 
(native bedsteads). During an inundation they may often be seen 
lying on their chdrp&is with the water well up the legs, either too 
lazy to move,, or trusting to the chance that the water may rise no 
higher, and save them the trouble of moving at all/ 

Embaxicmehit& have existed in this District from ancient rimes, 
but they have never been strong enough to confine the flood-waters 
on extraordinary occasions. The Collector (in 1S71) was of opinion 
that the embankments then existing required to be strengthened, 
especially those protecting the populous city of Mursliid^bid ; and 
that more ought to be constructed. The most important protective 
work in the District is a line of disconnected embankments along 
the left bank of the Bh 4 girathf, which extends from PaKsi (Plasscy) 
b&zir, pargand Pakiri, just within the District of Hadiyd, to D£d- 
mutf, pargand Rokanpur, in this District, a distance altogether of 
about ninety-three miles. This is a Government embankment, and 
by Act vi. ec of ES73 was vested in Government, and placed 
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under the charge of the Collector and an Engineer. The Revenue 
Surveyor in 1857 writes thus concerning the embankments of the 
District:—‘ All the rivers in Murshiddbdd are liable to over¬ 
flow their banks during the rains, and would annually flood the 
country but for the numerous bands (embankments), both Govern¬ 
ment and zavnndari , which exist throughout the District Accidents 
to these bands often occur; rats are particularly destructive to them ; 
cattle passing and repassing cut them ; and the inhabitants neglect 
to repair the breach in time. The fishermen of the interior bi/s and 
kJidls have also often the credit of coming in the night and making 
small cuts in them, to [secure a fresh influx of fish from the large 
rivers to supply their fishing grounds. A very small injury suffices 
to destroy a band in a single night; the end of a sharp bamboo 
thrust through is quite enough. But great as is the immediate injury 
caused by such accidents, they are not entirely unaccompanied by 
advantage. Fresh and rich deposits are brought in by the inunda¬ 
tion waters, fertilizing and raising the soil, and greatly benefiting 
future crops. The reverse sometimes happens, and a layer of sand 
may impoverish what was formerly rich soil.’ 

The early ms. Records of the Board of Revenue are full of 
letters concerning the embankments of Murshiddbdd. It was, in 
theory, the duty of the neighbouring landowners to maintain them 
■ in good order, and to repair the breaches which were caused by the 
floods almost every successive year. As a matter of fact, the Govern¬ 
ment was habitually compelled by the default of the zaminddrs 
to undertake the work, and was left to recover the expenditure from 
the parties primarily liable as best it could. On some occasions 
money was advanced to the zaminddrs , but more commonly a 
special officer was told off to make the requisite repairs. In the 
year 1800, the Collector was directed to furnish the Superintendent 
of Embankments with Rs. 32,788 for the necessary repairs of that 
year; and was authorized to expose for sale the lands of the 
zaminddrs, to recover the balance due on this account for the pre¬ 
ceding year. In the same year, the Government undertook the 
construction of a new embankment at Kdlfgdchhd at its own cost, 
and gave compensation to the samltiddrs for the land thus acquired. 
It would appear that this was the first embankment in Bengal con¬ 
structed with pakkd (masonry) sluices, for it was represented as a 
model on this account to the Collector of Jessor. In those days, as 
now, extraordinary measures were demanded to protect the exposed 


NATURAL CALAMITIES. 


*35 


city of Murshidib^d The batiks of the BhigiratM just above the 
city were the especial charge of the Superintendent of Embankments, 
who seems to have been in some sense independent of the ordinary 
executive official, whether called Chief or Collector, and’to have 
been entrusted with the general sanitary supervision of the city In 
, 1S00, the Superintendent of Embankments wrote a letter to the 
Board, regarding the removal of certain houses; and in the following 
year he presented a report respecting the filling up of hollows in 
the city of MursbidfiMd, 

Droughts, —The District of Murshid^b^d is also subject to 
droughts, which arise from deficient local rainfall Mo safeguards 
against such a disaster are known to be adopted. The Collector 
suggested in r®7r that an irrigation canal through the Birli or 
western half of the District would be a great boon to that part of 
the country The drought of 1865, which was followed by the 
wide-spread famine of the following year, is the only instance within 
the memory of the present generation in which the general pro¬ 
sperity of the District has been seriously affected by such a cause. 
Some account of this occurrence, of the great famine in 1770, and 
of the recent scarcity of 1874,, will he given on a subsequent page. 

Compensating Influences in case of inundation hive been 
distinctly observed to act in MurshiddMd District. Mr, Bradbury, 
C.S., Assistant Magistrate, reported as the result of his personal 
observation during the disastrous year 1870, that 'while in many 
low-lying places the crops were almost entirely destroyed by sub¬ 
mersion, the peasants in a few places were congratulating them¬ 
selves that the floods had brought down an abundant supply of 
water, which enabled them to raise a larger quantity of rice frpm 
their lands than they had obtained for several years past/ The 
Deputy-Collector, also, Bibu Bank im Chandra Chattaiji, who went 
round a considerable portion of the District during the height of the 
inundation, observed, that 'while on the more exposed lauds in the 
north, the destruction of the growing crops was great, yet the 
southern part of the District, which is by its situation inaccessible 
to any overwhelming rush of flood water, bone an unusually fine 
harvest,’ It is, however, very doubtful whether the gain indicated 
above is sufficient to compensate for the loss, unless the fertilizing 
influence of the rich deposit of silt, often left by the receding waters, 
be taken into account In the case of drought, no similar com¬ 
pensating influence has ever been observed. 
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Famine Warnings. —The maximum price of common husked 
rice during the famine of 1866-67 was 6 sers for the rupee, which 
is equivalent to Rs. 6. xo. 8 a maun a, or 18s. 2d. per cwt.; and 
of paddy or unhusked rice, Rs. 3. 4. o a mound, or 8s. iod. 
per cwt The Collector, in 1871, was of opinion that prices 
had then returned to their normal rates. He considers that 
famine rates might be said to be reached when ordinary rice is 
selling at Rs. 4 a mound, or ns. od. per cwt.; and that at that 
point Government aid would become necessary. He states that the 
ordinary price of coolie labour is Rs. 4 a month, and he assumes 
the quantity of rice required by each individual to be | of a ser, or 
1 £ lb. a day. It is evident therefore that, putting aside the aged 
and infirm, and those incapacitated from earning their own liveli¬ 
hood, the ordinary rate of wages would be insufficient to provide 
the necessaries of life, when rice reaches the rate specified. 
The Collector further considers, that if the price of rice were to rise 
in January or February to as much as Rs. 2. 8.*o a mound , or 
6s. xod. per cwt., that rate should be regarded as an indication of 
approaching scarcity. Famine, however, might yet be escaped; 
for if the prospects of the coming harvest were to continue good, 
this rate of price might be maintained throughout the year without 
serious distress. The bdzdr rates always depend quite as much 
upon the anticipations of the coming harvest as upon the results of 
the past year, except in the extreme case when the country has been 
entirely denuded of grain. The consumption of d/nan rice is 
much greater than of dus, and the danger of famine would be 
very imminent in the event of a total failure of the dman crop. 
There are two varieties of dus , the one fine and the other coarse; 
of which the latter is consumed almost solely by the cultivators and 
the very poor. If the dman crop were to fail, it would hardly be 
possible that the aus harvest, however abundant, should avert actual 
famine. There is little or no fear of the isolation of any part of the 
District, if extensive importations of grain should be required, ex¬ 
cept, perhaps, in some portion of the Kindi Subdivision in the 
south-west, where the roads are exceptionally few' and bad, the 
rivers unnavigable, and the railway diverges westwards towards 
Bard win. 

Famine of 1769-70.—This great calamity fell with great severity 
on the part of Bengal surrounding Murshidibid. The following 
account is mainly taken from the statements made at the time by 
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Mr. Etcher, who was Residen t at the Darbir of Marstiid£bdd. 
They are extracted from the Memoir on the Famines which affected 
licngal in the Last Century, by Sir George Campbell. The first 
allusion is in August 1769, when Mr. Becher reported 'the 
alarming want of rain which has prevailed throughout a’d the upper 
parts of Bengal, both the last and this season, and particularly the 
latter, to a degree which has not been known in the memory of the 
oldest man/ On sdth August he adds, f There is great reason to 
apprehend that in all the Districts to the northward of Nadiyh the 
crops of rice will he very short indeed. Since the season for rain 
began, they have hardly had any; and if God does not soon bless 
this country with plentiful showers, the most - fatal consequences 
will ensue,=-not only a redaction in the revenues, but a scone of 
misery and distress that is a constant attendant on famine/ All 
through the dosing months of 1769 the drought continued, and the 
worst anticipations were realized. In the beginning of February 
1770, the Resident, in conjunction with the native authorities of 
MurshidiMd, arranged a plan to have rice distributed daily in the 
city at six places, at half a str (one pound) to each person. Tire 
Government, in reply, inform him that he might be assured of their 
concurrence in every measure for the relief of the poor, and 
earnestly recommend his taking every step towards that purpose. 
On the 30th March he states that the Districts which had more 
particularly suffered by the unfavoumbleness of the season were 
Pumiah, RijmaMI, BirbhtSm, and a part of RijshrfM The 
measures of relief which ho adopted were advances to ray nrfr, re¬ 
missions of revenue^ and distributions of food. A little later he 
says that he had intended to proceed on tour, but was deterred for 
the present, being 'persuaded that, though my humanity may 
be shocked at the numberless scenes of distress that would 
present themselves to my view, little would remain in my power 
to contribute to their comfort, while God pleases to hold from them 
the blessing of rain, and the country remains parched and unfit for 
cultivation. Tim distress of the inhabitants does not only proceed 
from scarcity of provisions, but in many parts they are without 
water to drink/ His Assistants were out in their Districts, and all 
tell the same painful story In the beginning of June we have 
another report from the Resident at MurshiddbM ‘Up to the 
end of March/ he says, f the rayofs hoped for rain, hut God was 
pleased to withhold that blessing till the latter end of May. The 
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scene of misery that intervened, and still continues, shocks humanity 
too much to bear description. Certain it is, that in several parts 
the living have fed on the dead; and the number that have perished 
in those provinces which have suffered most is calculated to have 
been within these few months as 6 to r 6 of the whole inhabitants.* 
On the 18th of June he writes, ‘Misery and distress increase here 
daily; rice at six and seven sers for the rupee, and several days 
there have been lately when there was not a grain to be purchased. 
A happy precaution it was, ordering a supply of rice from Bdkar- 
ganj; without it, many of the Company's immediate attendants 
even must have starved.* In July the distress reached its climax. 
On the 12th of that month the Resident reported as follows:— 
* The representations I have hitherto made from hence, of the 
misery and distress of the inhabitants for want of grain and provi¬ 
sions, were faint in comparison to the miseries endured in, and 
within 30 miles of, the city. Rice only 3 sers for a rupee, other 
grain in proportion; and even at these exorbitant prices, not nearly 
sufficient for the supply of half the inhabitants; so that in the city 
of Murshiddbdd alone, it is calculated that more than five hundred 
are starved daily; and in the villages and country adjacent, the 
numbers said to perish exceed belief. Every endeavour of the 
ministers and myself has been exerted to lessen this dreadful 
calamity. The prospect of the approaching crop is favourable; 
and we have the comfort to know that the distress of the inhabitants 
to the northward and eastward of us is greatly relieved from what 
they have before suffered. In one month we may expect relief 
from our present distresses from the new harvest, if people survive 
to gather it in; but the numbers that I am sensible must perish in 
that interval, and those that I see dying around me, greatly affect 
my feelings of humanity as a man, and make me as a servant to 
the Company very apprehensive of the consequences that may 
ensue to the revenues.’ 

Rain came at the end of July; but, as almost invariably happens, 
the long-continued drought was succeeded by disastrous floods, 
which caused great damage in the low lands of Rdjshihf and the 
eastern Districts. The excessive rainfall caused also much sickness 
among the people; and at the height of the famine small-pox had 
broken out, to which the young Nawdb himself fell a victim. As late 
as September, it was reported that the people near Kdsimbizdr were 
suffering from want of food. In October the prospect brightened; 
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and on the 14th December the Government could inform the Court 
of Directors that the famine bad entirely ceased. 

The measures adopted to relieve the starving population in the 
city of Marshidibid appear very inadequate when judged by the 
modem standard. The account of the Mfcarganj rice received 
shows only Us. 124,506 expended on this purchase. A further sum 
of Its, 87,000 was sanctioned for the gratuitous distribution of rice ; 
hut of this sum the Company was to pay only Rs r 40,000, or Jess 
than half, the remaining portion being defrayed by the Nawdb and 
his ministers. This sum was, however^ far exceeded ; and Mr, Becher 
writes pathetically to beg the Council to believe that 'neither 
humanity nor policy would admit of a stop being put to the distri¬ 
bution earlier than was done.’ He continues, *1 have only, to 
observe that these gentlemen (Muhammad Read KMo and his 
officers), independent of this distribution, helped to preserve the 
lives of many by their charitable donations, as, I believe, did every 
man of property in these parts. Indeed, a man most have had a 
heart of stone that had the ability and would have refused his mite 
for the relief of such miserable objects as constantly presented 
themselves to our view. I understand it to be esteemed good 
policy in all Governments to preserve the lives of the people; on 
this principle of humanity the distribution of rice topk place/ 

Iw ins Famine veas. of 1S66 the District of Mursbtd^Md lay 
just outside the limits of extreme suffering* The neighbouring 
Districts to the south, Nadiyi and Bardwdn, experienced all the 
severity of the dearth ; but in Morsbidibdd itself no lives were lost 
from starvation, and the intervention of Government relief was never 
required. The following paragraphs are taken from the Report of 
the Famine Commissioners, vol. j. pp. r 39-130 i — 

£ The pressure of high prices was much felt in this District, rice 
selling at from 7 to 9 per rupee in part of June, July, and part 
of August j but very great relief was afforded by native liberality. 
The rich Hindustani merchants settled in the neighbourhood of 
Mutshidib&I (R£i Dhanpat Sinh and others), and several of the 
wealthier residents of that city and of the sister town of Barhatnpur, 
distributed food largely to the poor; and a rich and benevolent 
widow, the Rdnl Swarnamavi,. distinguished herself by great liberality 
at several different places. Up to a certain date it was hoped that 
there would be no actual famine; but in “the course of July it was 
found that much local distress was beginning to appear in the 
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south-eastern corner of the District adjacent to Nadiyl The local 
committee, presided over by the Commissioner, immediately sent 
out food, and an active native officer was specially deputed to 
ascertain the facts and superintend the operations. The distress 
was for a short time very considerable, but it was relieved by an 
ample distribution of food. Eight feeding centres were established, 
and at one of these the number receiving rations was at one time as 
high as 1800 persons, mostly women and children. The plan was 
adopted of giving to each three days’ uncooked food at a time, 
and thus much of the inconvenience of the feeding centres was 
avoided; but, of course, this required fuller supplies and better 
superintendence than was available in the Districts where the 
famine was most severe. The indulgence does not seem to have 
been abused, for as soon as the early rice crop was cut, the distress 
ceased, and the relief operations were discontinued. The relief in 
this District was entirely supplied from private funds, without any 
aid from the North-West fund, the Government, or any other 
external source.’ 

The Scarcity or 1874 was also felt only to a slight extent in the 
District of Murshidibid, which again lay on the border-land of the 
distressed area. The price of rice undoubtedly rose very high, and 
the export of this grain from the river marts of the District towards 
the North-West entirely ceased; but the crisis was tided over with¬ 
out recourse to relief operations on a grand scale. The interference 
of Government was limited to the grant of an extraordinary sum of 
£l$oo to the District Road Cess Committee. This money was 
devoted to constructive works wherever a demand for labour arose, 
and in its allotment the,chief consideration was to spend the money 
m the most beneficial manner. Charitable relief was only given 
indirectly from this source, and no further operations were required 
to mitigate the distress. The application of the above-mentioned 
special fund will be given in detail on a subsequent page under 
the heading Roads (p. 142), to which subject it more properly belongs. 

Foreign and Absentee Proprietors. —In 1871 the Collector 
reported that there were 12 European proprietors on the rent-roll of 
the District, paying a Government Revenue of ,£12,406. With 
these there were 21 Hindu co-sharers holding land in common; 
but there is no record to show the proportion of revenue paid by 
each. At the same date there were 1299 Muhammadan proprietors, 
who paid .£12,779; with whom there were 144 Hindu co-sharers. 
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There were 1$ Jain proprietors, paying ^£2095, with whom there 
were 25 Hindu co-sharers. The number of Hindu proprietors tv as 
57* paying a total revenue of The Collector is of 

opinion that there are altogether about too absentee landlords on 
the renC'-roU of the District 

Mea^s of Communication : Roads. —The Collector in rSji 
made the following return of the 15 principal lines of road in the 
District under local management, together with their annual cost of 
repair;—Metalled roads—(r) Barhampur and MurshidAbAd road; 
length, so£ miles; cost. ^500. (a) Azimganj road; length, 7 

miles ; cost, ^£400 ; petty repairs, ;£roo. Umnetalled roads—(5) 
Jnlangi road; length, 27^ miles; cost, (4) Mirganj road; 

length, *6^ miles ; cost, ^80. (5) Beauleah road ; length, 2= miles ; 
cost, ^£120, (d) Kindi road; length, 21^ miles; cost, j£6o. (j) 

Mankari road; length, 5^ miles; cost, ^20. (S) Siltf-RijmaMl 

road; length, 29^ miles; cost, ^90. (9} BhagwingoK-Mhrcha 

road; length, ii| miles; cost, ^roo. (10) Jangipiar - Kamra 
road; length, 5 miles; cost, ^tcg. (tj) Murabti road; length, 
* 4 | miles; cost, ,^"250+ (12) Pak&ur-Dhuliln road; length, 

3:5 miles; cost, ,£500: total length, 182^ miles; total cost, 
^2410. The preceding are local roads. There arc besides two 
roads in the District under the Department of Public Works(i) 
the road from Krishnagar to Barhampur, of which about 22 miles 
lie within Murshiddbdd District; and {2) the road from Barhampnr 
to BhagwingoM, which passes through MurehidAbAd city and 
JiAganj, 22 miles in length. For those two roads no details of 
expenditure can be ascertained. No large markets have lately 
sprung up on any of these means of communication. 

The following later information concerning the roads fa Mur- 
shidabid District is taken from the Report of the District Road 
Cess Committee for the year ending goth September 1874. The 
committee consists of 49 members; eight meetings were held 
during the year, at which an average qf 15 members attended. 
The year was of an exceptional character, as the operations under¬ 
taken were intended to be partly of the nature of relief works, and 
were supported by an extraordinary grant from Government for that 
object. It is true that the scarcity of 1S74 was not severely felt in 
Murshiddbdd. No special staff of relief officers was required. But 
yet the heavy expenditure for the year served the desirable purpose 
qf finding work where it was most required, and moderating the 
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high price of food grains that undoubtedly prevailed in the District 
The total receipts of the road fund for the year ending 30th Sep- 
ember 1874 amounted to^.3,77.; of which ^39,3 was derived 
from cesses levied under Act x. (b.c.) of 1871, and _£, 7 o S f rom 
various tolls, whilc^joo was a special grant-in-aid from the nro- 
vmcml reserve fund The total expenditure was ^13,757, 0 f which 
£6 S 2$ was devoted to original work, and .£5817 to repairs. The 
estimates for the ensuing year may also be given, as showing the 
normal financial condition of the road fund They reveal a total ' 
■of about £9400 on each side of the balance sheet 

Concerning the application of the Government grant of X7500 
the following remarks are made i-‘ The Committee devoted this 
money to works wherever a demand for labour arose. Much of it 
might have been more profitably expended on the completion of 
special works; but the Committee considered that the money had 
been given by Government for the purpose of assuring the dis¬ 
tressed, and that the chief consideration was to supply work where 

The s r qU,re V ad M , a ” 0t the fands in the mos ‘ beneficial way. 
he services of many of the planters and silk factors in the District 

were freely given, and were of great assistance in the execution of 
v> orks in the vicinity of their residences ' 

exemedduZ,h XtraCtS 'T*' Iist <»e most important works 
executed during the year will g,ve a fair conception of the difficulties 

which must be encountered in road-making faLower ““ 
in lel^Thtwenty miles 
Barhampur to Jidganj, a distence'of fourlem mdef “FrornTf! 0 ™ 

ZZ to ™ 0 T™ e 'V ^ ° f thC ^bankment occurred 

-.waVi “““1?!,'» 

135M1 SZ.’ZSi'Zr**- — * 

-? u r ,y 

Sarhumfur and PatkaUri Road .-This is a new road, thirty 
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miles in length. From ChaltiA bU 7 near the kachaiis, to Rdjdhar- 
pdrd, a distance of three mil!es ? the road was undertaken, together 
with the Gor&Mz£r drainage scheme, as one work, the excavated 
earth having been so thrown up as eventually to form a roadway. 
Tlris portion still remains unfinished,. but a great deal of earthwork; 
has been done. From Harispur to Maimudpar on the Bhairab river, 
a distance of nine miles, the road was completed. From Mjdhar- 
p£r£ to Harispur, a distance of five miles, the road was partially 
undertaken; it will be completed in the ensuing year. From 
Maimudpnr to PatkaMri, the road has been partially repaired in 
places that were bad; and it will be forthwith completed, as far as 
funds are available- This is one of the most useful and important 
works that has been, undertaken, as it brings the Headquarters of 
the District into communication with the productive tMnds of H&rh 
hajp^ri and Nnwddd in the east and south-east, 

1 MursMddbdd and JPctotfhg&oTi Mead, —- Newly opened out from 
Dahapdr£, opposite Murshiddbdd, to Panchgrfcm on the Udshdhl 
road, seventeen miles in length. This road has been completed 
from Panchg^Eon to the Jibanti bridge, a distance of ten miles. An 
embankment has been thrown across die Bdsid Mi, between Punch¬ 
eon and Nabagrim, without die difficulty that used to be experienced. 
An opening of some 500 or Goo feet has been left in the middle of the 
Ml, at which there will be a public ferry during the rainy season, while 
during the cold and hot weather a temporary bridge is constructed 
at the expense of the Road Fund. The embankment' stood the 
high foods of last year, but will require raising another three feet. 
From Jibanti to Dahapdni, a distance of seven miles, the read has 
been partially constructedit vail be completed during the current 
year. This is a most useful work, it being, in fact, the great 
western road of the District, connecting the b&dsh&hi road (which 
runs nearly north and south in the western part of the District), and 
I hope eventually Rimpur Hit and the railway, with the western 
part of the city of Murshiddbid, and thence by roads north and 
south, with Arimganj and the suburbs of Barhampur, on the opposite 
side of the river. The bridging of the Etfsi£ Ml would be most 
desirable, but it would be a very expensive work, and far beyond 
the means of the Committee. 

1 BddshdM Read .—This road, as now diverted, runs from Jomr, 
near Jangipur, on the Mur^rai read, due south through the District, for 
n length of about thirty-five miles. From jorur to Nawidd Station 
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on the Nalhdtl State Railway the road was half completed, and a 
great deal of work has been done on other sections. Cart traffic 
has already commenced on it. Until recently no carts were kept 
by the villagers in that part of the District, all merchandise being 
carried by pack bullocks. The road has been almost completed 
from Panchgdon to the southern boundary of the District The 
approaches to the Dwarkri river remain to be made, and several 
bridges will be required for this road before its full value can be 
appreciated. The Committee hope to do this gradually. One of 
the greatest difficulties is the extensive Ndgar bil t between Sherpur 
and Khargion, which requires high and strong embankments and 
heavy bridging. 

‘ Road on t)u west or right bank oj the Bhdgirathi .—The portion 
of the road on the west bank of the Bhdgirathl from Azimganj to 
Rdnshah ghdt, opposite Barhampur, has been completed to within a 
mile of th tghdt. A large traffic is already showing itself, the distance 
between Barhampur and Azimganj being considerably shorter by 
this road than by that on the eastern bank. Repairs have also 
been executed on other sections; and it is hoped that in course of 
time the whole length of road from Raghunithganj (opposite Jangi- 
pur) to Rdmnagar, in the extreme south-west of the District, may be 
put in proper order. 

‘ Kdndt Road .—This road, twenty-two miles in length, connects 
Barhampur with Kindi, and with the bddshdhi road at the boundary of 
the District It was repaired and kept in fair order during the year. 
A great deal of work was done on the portion between Kind! and 
the bddshdhi road (four miles in length), which was made into a 
raised causeway. The road suffered severely from the overflowing of 
the Mor river, in consequence of excessive floods. The embank¬ 
ments of this river are kept up by the zaminddrs , but, as might 
be expected, not with such cafe as to be able to resist the heavy 
inundation of the past year. 

‘ Jalangt Road .—This road, perhaps the most important of those 
in the eastern portion of the District, twenty-seven and a half miles 
in length, was kept in fair order during the year by the planters and 
silk factors residing in that part of the District It has suffered con¬ 
siderably from the flood water; the bridges are in a very bad state, 
and they require to be re-constructed in many cases. The road is, 
in fact, underbridged throughout almost its entire length. 

‘ Murardi Road .—This road, fourteen miles in length, which 
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connects Jangipur with the East Indian Railway, is a very important 
one. It crosses the Pigl£ river, and a considerable extent of 
inundated country. The bridges are quite insufficient for the 
waterways required, and the road is almost impassable during the 
flood season. On tire East Indian Railway a bridge has been 
constructed for the Oikefa of twenty-live openings, each zS 

feet wide.; and one of four openings, each 50 feet wide, for the 
Pigli ; and there are also many smaller bridges in the vicinity of 
these. The bridge near Piik&r has to take the bulk of tile F%la 
water, and it is no wonder that it has heen so much, injured- Had 
it not been that the flood water swept over the road for more than 
a-rmle, the bridge would infallibly have been destroyed. It would 
require a very large proportion of the Committee’s funds to bridge 
the Murardi road properly. 

i During the ensuing year, it is proposed no bridge the portion 
of the Kiindl road between Kindi and the bddthdM road, to construct 
a bridge on the jangipur and Klmrl road, to improve some of 
the bridges on die Jangipur and Murardt road, and to complete 
the bridging of the Rimpur Hit and Dongaon road. I? is also 
proposed to metal the first two miles of the Kris hangar road, near 
Rarhampur ; to re-metal three miles of the Rhagw^ugolii road, and 
repair two miles; and lastly, to repair all the District roads as far 
as funds permit 

E I consider that the most important works that remain to be 
completed are as follow 

Tire establishment of thorough communication between 
Ram pur Hat and MuishiddMd, and thus with Rarhampur, Azim- 
ganj, and other places. We have already an almost completed 
road from Dahaplrd, opposite Murshidlbld, to Panchgiou, white 
on the other side there is a very fair road from Rimpur Hit to 
Dongion. I have recently inspected the country between Don- 
gif on and Panchg^on, where there is no road, and have given 
orders for a survey, in order to lay down a good line. The distance 
is only some seven miles, and the benefit of complete communica¬ 
tion between Rimpur Hdt and the important towns of the east 
would be very great. 

L (zc£) The completion of the Rarhampur, Haribarpdrd, and 
Patkahan road. I trust that much will be done towards this in 
the current year, 

* {3^) The completion and bridging of the h&dsMld road, 

VOL. IS, K 
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* ( 4 M.) The completion of the road on the west bank of the Bhi- 
girathi. 

‘ (5/4.) The feeder road from Jangipur to Murardi, and from 
Dhulidn to Pakaur or Bijdpur, on the East Indian Railway.' 

Railways. —A portion of the main loop-line of the East Indian 
Railway, about 30 miles in length, runs through the western portion 
of the District It traverses those th&n&s which have recently been 
transferred from Birblnim District and the Santdl Pargands. The 
following are the stations, beginning from the south :—Rdmpur Hdt, 
Nalhdti, Murardi. 

The Nalhati and Azimganj State Railway lies entirely 
within the District of Murshiddbdd. It runs almost due cast from 
Nalhdti, a station on the main loop-line of the East Indian Rail¬ 
way, to Azimganj, a mercantile town on the Bhdgirathi, directly 
opposite to Jidganj; with a total length of 27^ miles, or, including 
sidings, 28$ miles. This railway was constructed in 1862 by a 
private company, at an estimated cost of £80,000; the gauge is 
only four feet, and the weight of the rails 31 lbs. to the yard ; 
the steepest gradient is 1 in 100, which continues for a distance 
of 10 chains; and out of the total length of 27^ miles, 10 are 
either up or down hill. The names of the stations, starting 
from Nalhdti are — Nawddd, Bokhdrd, Sdgardighi, Sdhdpur, and 
Azimganj. It was hoped that this undertaking would develop and 
open up the traffic of Murshiddbdd and the neighbouring towns; 
but, as a private speculation, it was found to be a complete failure. 
On the 1st of April 1872 it was acquired by Government at the 
price of £30,000 cash; an equal sum having been previously paid 
in the form of guaranteed dividends at 5 per cent., in connection 
with the Oudh and Rohilkhand Company. As a matter of fact, 
therefore, the total cost to the present proprietors has been 
£60,000; but the Government of India call the capital only 
,£30,000, and on this basis, the line, including rolling stock, cost 
£"1100, gs. o<± per mile. During the concluding nine months of 
1872 the net earnings amounted to £2419, 8s. od., which would 
give an interest on capital of about 10 per cent, per annum. The 
following figures are taken from the Bengal Administration Report 
for 1873-74.. The Nalhdti State Railway, in the course of the year 
1873, carried a total of 77,264 passengers, of whom 71,625 were 
third class; the total receipts were £8445, 6s. od., of which 
£5683, 18s. od., or 67-23 per cent, was derived from passenger 
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traffic, and the remainder from merchandise; the wot icing expenses 
amounted to ^£5072, 5 s. c<±, or Goo pEr cent, -of the total receipts ; 
the net profits, therefore, were ^3372, iSs- od,, or slightly more 
than it per cent, per annum on the estimated capital of ^30,000 ; 
the number of the European staff was i, and the native staff 183. 
This favourable return fully confirms the opinion expressed by Sir 
G. Campbell two years earlier, that ‘ the Ralhill Branch Bail way is 
an excellent specimen of what a cheap branch lino in India ought 
to be, both as to construction, stock, management, and buildings/ 
It will he observed that by far the larger portion of the receipts is 
derived from passenger traffic. The .railway has not succeeded in 
intercepting, even in the cold season, the considerable trade which 
passes down the Bh^girathi, or is carried on at Bhngwringold and 
Dhub'dn on the Ganges. The Collector of Murgbiddbdd, in his 
Administration Report for 1872-73, thus describes the course which 
the goods traffic continues to follow:—’Cotton and jute are con¬ 
signed in large quantities to the Azimganj merchants, are landed 
at Rhagwdngold Ln the rains, and at Al^tali 01 New Bhagwdngold in 
the dry season; thence sent m carps via Kindi to Synthfd, and so 
by mil to Calcutta. Although Azfmganj is so near to BhagwringoM, 
a small quantity only of these goods finds its way to Calcutta by 
means of the branch railway to Nalbtit/ The line altogether is on 
a small scale, and presents several strange features/ The carriages 
look like broadened omnibuses, and are drawn by tiny locomotives, 
combining engine and tender in one, which are manufactured in 
Paris, and driven by natives of India. The line follows for the most 
part the undulations of the country, Down hill the train runs 
along merrily, but as the little engine toils up the gradient, the 
passengers may, and sometimes do, jump out and. wait alongside, 
getting in again when the head of the ascent is reached. The 
average speed is only 11 miles an hour. 

The Supplement to the Calcutta Oast tic of 1st March 1S76 contains 
a complimentary Resolution of Government, concerning a proposed 
new railway. It states that Rdi Dhanpat Si oh Bahddut o f Arimganj 
has offered to construct, at bis own expense ? a branch line from 
Rindghit, on the Eastern Bengal Railway, opposite Sdntipur in 
Nadiyd District to Bhagwdngold on the Gauges, in MurshiddMd. 
The projected line would run by Krishnagar, Barhampur, and Mur- 
sbidlbdd, ana would be connected by a ferry with the Railed State 
Railway, and thus brought into communication with the East Indian 
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system. It is needless to indicate the commercial advantages that 
would follow, but at present no definite action has been taken. 

The trade of Azimganj has considerably developed since that 
town became a railway terminus, but not, perhaps, to such an 
extent as might have been anticipated. Murardi, however, which 
was a miserable village in i860, has become a most important 
centre of trade since the opening of the East Indian Railway. It 
is now the rice mart from which the great bulk of the dman crop 
is despatched by rail, either to Calcutta, or towards the north¬ 
west, and ranks only second to Dhulidn in the amount of its 
grain traffic. 

There are no canals in Murshiddbdd District The traffic that 
passes up and down the Bhagirathl will be described in a subsequent 
section, under the heading ‘ Commerce and Trade.’ 

Manufactures. —The chief manufacture of Murshiddbdd District 
consists of the winding of silk. The following description is token 
from the report of the Revenue Surveyor, dated 1857 ; but it must 
be recollected that since that time the silk trade of Bengal has con¬ 
siderably fallen off, owing to increasing competition from China 
and the south of Europe :— 

‘Silk Filatures are found all over the District, wherever the 
mulberry will thrive, the property either of European or native mer¬ 
chants. The large factories belong almost exclusively to the former. 
The silk of Bengal is chiefly classed according to the old Resi¬ 
dencies or head factories of the East India Company, that of Mur- 
shiddbdd being called Kdsimbdzdr. It has already been mentioned 
(p. 100) that mulberry fields are much more valuable than any 
others, except the little plots on which pan is grown ; but as the 
quality of the silk mainly depends on a full supply of good and 
fresh leaves to the worms, so the demand for mulberry constantly 
fluctuates, according as silk-worms are plentiful or otherwise. 
Sometimes, when worms are plentiful, the leaf is worth Rs. 2 per 
coolie load; when the worms fail, it is merely used as fodder 
for cattle, in the latter case not paying for the rent of the land. In 
favourable seasons, the gain to the mulberry-grower is great The 
cocoons, owing to the natives feeding their worms on the least 
possible quantity of mulberry, have greatly decreased of late years 
in quality and size. During the time that the Company worked 
the filatures, fresh stock from China and France was yearly brought 
to recruit the supply in this country. This practice has also been 
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resorted to of late years, in the filatures of some of the European 
merchants. There are in each year three seasons, locally termed 
bunds-! of hatching the eggs, spinning and gathering the cocoons. 
The November band,\ from rst October to end of February ; March 
band, from rst March to 30th June ; July (or barsdt) band , from 1st 
July to 30th September. The worms thrive best in the odd season, 
and the silk is then better in quality, and much more valuable. 1 he 
March band is not so good, and the rainy'season band the worst. 
A quantity of cocoons are selected and kept for stock, which are 
termed sdfitfcu, and are very valuable, Natives travel sidy and eighty 
miles from their homes to obtain worms of-a good breed, or from 
localities noted for early breeding. These are taken by the pur¬ 
chasers to their homes and carefully kept j a few days after the 
moths come out they lay their eggs, which are hatched in about tort 
or twelve days. The young worms require the greatest care and 
attention. They must be fed daily- They must be kept perfectly 
clean, and, above all, defended from the attacks of the iebneumou- 
fly, which selects the finest worms in which to insert its eggs; 
and all dead worms must bo immediately removed. Worms 
attacked by the ichneumon-fly spin as usual, perhaps somewhat 
earlier, and the change to chrysalis is effected about the time that 
the fly f s grub comes to life. It then feeds on the chrysalis, and 
eventually eating its way dirough the cocoon, destroys its value. 
From the time the worm leaves the egg to its beginning to spin, a 
month or six weeks elapses according to tire season of the year, the 
longest period being in the cold season. About three or four days 
are occupied by them in spinning. 

£ The manufacturer generally advances money to the ray&t for the 
purchase of worms and mulberry plant \ and in such cases a small 
reduction in price is generally made by the rayai for his cocoons. 
But the risk in advancing money is great; because, should anything 
happen to the worms or cocoons to decrease the quality or quantity 
of the silk, or perhaps destroy the yield altogether, the ray ad are 
generall v too poor to repay the advance. In Murshiddbad District 
cocoons are purchased by number* In FijahtChf, the adjoining Dis¬ 
trict across the Ganges, by weight. Of the two, the first system is 
perhaps more generally preferred by the purchaser, During the 
November and March band, it is usual to put the cocoons m the sun 
for five or six days. CMr/dis stuck up on end, mats, cloths,—all 
kinds of things may be seen used for placing them upon. They are 
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then baked, and will with care keep for a month or more, affording 
ample time for working off. But the rainy-season band must be 
worked off at once, or the chrysalis changes, the moth “ cuts out,'' 
and the cocoon is spoilt. It is necessary to heat the water in which 
the cocoons are kept whilst being spun off, in order to dissolve the 
gluten that binds the fine fabric together. Under tire old system, 
each pair of katAnis or spinners had to be provided with a fireplace, 
to heat their basins of boiling water. It required about too maunds 
of wood, each mautui containing 60 sers, to work off one tnaund of 
silk. Tliis quantity of wood used formerly to cost Rs. 12 ; but of 
late years (1857) the price has risen to double that sum. The wood 
is chiefly brought from tire forests of RijmahiL The consumption, 
however, has been so excessive as to lead to the adoption of a more 
economical process. Steam is now being introduced to heat the 
water, the spinning-room being fitted with a furnace, boiler, and 
steam main pipes. These latter pass alongside the rows of basins 
of water, with which they are connected by smaller pipes furnished 
with stop-cocks. The rush of heated steam into the basin of water 
at once heats it to the required temperature. By its use, besides 
greater cleanliness in working off the silk from the absence of soot- 
flakes, ash-dust, etc., which were caused by the numerous fires of 
the old system, there is a great saving in consumption of fuel. The 
expense in altering the old filatures is doubtless the chief cause why 
steam has not been already introduced into all, coupled, perhaps, 
with the indisposition to change felt by the natives. The katdnis 
or winders receive wages at the rate of Rs. 5 per month. The pdk- 
dars, who supply or feed the thread with fibres from the cocoons, as 
one after another is expended and thrown aside, receive Rs. 3 per 
month. The dexterity they acquire in handling the cocoons and 
keeping up the supply is astonishing. The pdkddrs are generally 
young boys or girls, who get promotion to spinners after a few 
years. In Rajshdhf District, across the Ganges, women and girls 
are not employed. Advances have also to be made to these people, 
and their death or desertion often entails serious losses on manu¬ 
facturers: 

* Besides those who are occupied as above mentioned, weaving 
the silk prepared in the many small native bdnaks or filatures also 
affords employment to a great number of hands. Kords, sdris, ban¬ 
dannas, etc. are prepared by these weavers, of various colours and 
patterns. The chief colours are white, green, scarlet, and yellow. 
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Silk pieces of almost any coloured tartan can be had to order if a 
pattern be given to guide the workmen. Handkerchiefs are made 
plain or stamped, of various colours, the stamp used being e, coarse 
wooden one.* 

The Collector, in his Administration Report of 1873-73, stated 
that the Silk industry was reviving as compared with its condition 
in 1870, the year of the Franco-German war; but that it had 
greatly declined during the previous thirty or forty years, Mr, 
Cristoforis, an Italian gentleman in charge of filatures in the Dis¬ 
trict had tried some years before to naturalize Japanese silkworms,, 
and was at first partially successful. The skein reeled from these 
worms was pronounced by the Silk Committee of the Agricultural 
Society to be worth Rs. 37 per nearly double the price of ordi¬ 
nary Bengal silk. His next experiment, however, failed; and it is 
to be feared that the Japanese worm degenerates in the climate of 
Bengal. In 1872 die Collector estimated that the total number of 
filatures in the District, large and small, including those worked 
by natives, amounted to 334. Among the European owners, the 
most prominent names are Messrs. Wacson Sr Co., Messrs. James 
Lyadl Sc Co., and Messrs, Louis Payen Sr Cie. Of the total 
number of filatures, no less than no lie in tMn& Barmf, due south 
of the civil station of Baihampur. 

The total annual export of wound silk from MurshidiMd District 
to Europe has been vaguely estimated at 228,000 lbs., which, at 
the average price of Rs. 15 per Mr, would be worth £1 7r,ooo, 
This only represents the out-turn of the European filatures. The 
amount of native wound silk is also considerable ; and of this, much 
is woven in the District and exported, chiefly towards the north¬ 
west, in the form of manufactured goods. 

The Statistical Reporter ivt May 1876, in a notice which deplores 
the rapid decline in the silk industry of Murslddibad, prints the 
following statistics, which deserve to be compared with those 
already given— 

( There are 45 filatures belonging to or under the management 
of Europeans in MnrshidibM District, and 67 filatures belonging 
to natives. The number of basins in the former is not less than 
3500 ; and in the latter, not less than 1600, making a total of 5100 
basins, In addition to these, there are some p? small filatures 
worked by natives in their homes, containing about 300 basins. 
Computing according to the house valuations recorded under the 
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Road Cess Act, the value of the whole of the filatures may be set 
down at not less than Rs. 450,000. Each basin is worked by two 
persons ; the total number of persons employed is thus 10,600. 
One-half of these represent the skilled workmen; there is, besides, 
a large number of peons, overseers, and clerks. Tire quantity of 
silk manufactured yearly cannot be accurately ascertained, but it 
probably amounts to 3000 mounds (246,000 lbs.) in an ordinary 
year. Estimated at a low price, say Rs. 14 per scr, owing to the 
unfavourable state of the market, the value of the silk produced will 
be found to amount to the large sum of Rs. r,680,000 (^168,000). 
The amount paid to rearers of silkworms on this quantity of silk is 
about Rs. 1,080,000, and to the spinners about Rs. 180,000. If to 
these sums is added the cost of establishment, Rs. 240,000, the 
expenditure involved in manufacturing the product of an ordinary 
year will be found to amount to about Rs. 1,500,000 (^150,000). 
The margin of profits is not large, considering the outlay and the 
risks of the trade. These figures refer to spinning only. 

* The weaving of silk cloths forms another branch of the industry 
of considerable importance. Looms are found in no less than 137 
villages of the District. The villages of Basui, Bishnupur, and 
Margdm, in the Rampur Hit Subdivision, and Mindpur in the 
Jangipur Subdivision, especially contain a large number of weavers. 
In these two Subdivisions alone there are 1450 weavers, and the 
number in the whole District may be computed at 1900, besides 
the adult members of their families, who generally assist them in 
weaving. These weavers work under advances from silk merchants. 
They are supplied with raw material by the latter, and return the 
manufactured cloth, receiving wages for their labour. Last year 
from eighty to one hundred thousand pieces of silk were woven, 
the value of which could not have been less than Rs. 600,000 
(j£6o,ooo). The amount spent amongst weavers for wages was 
about Rs. 100,000 (j£io,ooo). 

‘The extent of the mulberry cultivation may be estimated at 
50,000 bighds (17,000 acres), an estimate more probably under than 
above the mark. The rent of this land probably amounts to 
Rs. 150,000 (^15,000); while an average profit per annum of 
Rs. 10 on each bighd {£$ an acre) may be accepted as the gain of 
the cultivator of the present time (1876)/ 

Indigo Manufacture is not at present in a flourishing state in 
Murshiddbdd District The following remarks on this industry are 
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taken from the Report of the Revenue Surveyor, dated 1B57 :—- 
‘ The chief indigo factories are m the B£gri, or eastern half of the 
District. The rich low lands along the Ganges, the chars or 
islands in its course, and the low lands near jhih and wator-courses, 
refreshed by inundation deposits, offer the best prospect to the 
planter. It often happens, however, that sand deposited is not 
good soil; that chars which yielded a splendid return one year, are 
moved lower down the river to another nest year; or that large tracts 
of land are found, oa the subsidence of the rivers, to have been 
washed away. In addition, the casual des of wind and weather ;■ 
tog much sunshine; too much rain; too quick a rise of the rivers, 
forcing too early a cutting of plant, and affording little or no time 
to work it off; bad weather during the making season preventing 
good deposit of feculzg and a hundred other causes, all combine 
to make indigo planting as hazardous as it often is lucrative,' 

■Since the date of this Report, the manufacture of indigo has con¬ 
siderably fallen off- The unfortunate disturbances in 185^60 were 
particularly disastrous to this District; and Murshiddb&d witnessed 
the most serious case of loss of life which- took place during those 
troubled times in an attack upon a factory. Many ruined factories 
may now be seen in various parts of the District, and the concerns 
which continue to work are beset with difficulties. The mode of 
preparing the dye does not materially differ from that which has 
been described at length in the Statistical Account of Nadiyd Dis¬ 
trict {vol, if. pp. 97-101), The plant is bruised and fermented in 
vats of water. The dye is deposited in the form of a blue powder, 
which is collected, dried in presses, and formed into the cakes in 
which it is known in commerce. At the present time the annual 
out-turn from twelve different concerns averages about 30c 0 masatds t 
Or 2ar4 hundredweights, of which the value may be estimated at 
seven lAkhs of rupees,, or ^70,000. 

Ivory Carving used to be carried on to a great extent at 
Kdsimbazdr. The carvers now live in Murshiddbad city and 
Raihampur, They are clever workers, and can copy any models 
supplied to them. The toys and figures which they are in the 
habit of making are tamed out with great skill, neatness, and 
despatch. The articles commonly made are elephants, caparisoned 
or plain, harass, equipages of all sorts with their drivers, palanquins 
with bearers, ships, boats, camels, oxen, marriage processions, 
servants of all classes, Hindu idols, table ornaments, chessmen f 
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draughtsmen, paper-cutters, flowers, cones, brush-handles, puzzles, 
letters, kharams or native shoes, carte-de-visite frames, walking- 
sticks, etc. The process is very simple, consisting only of chiselling 
with the hand and polishing. The polishing is done by means of 
fish scales. The finer workmanship is accomplished with a stylus, 
which the carvers call by the common native name for a pen, 
kalant. 

Brass-Work. —The bcll-metal work nude at Barhampur, which 
is called kJtdgrdi, from Khdgrd, the trading quarter of the town, is 
among the most famous in the country, and is highly prized by the 
natives of Calcutta and the metropolitan Districts. The metal not 
unfrcquently contains a considerable proportion of silver. To this 
fact its superiority is partly due, as well as to the more elegant make 
and the greater polish given to the wares. The actual process of 
manufacture does not materially differ from that followed by the 
braziers in other Districts. The principal articles produced com¬ 
prise plates of both large and small sizes, cups of various sorts, 
pdnddns, and spittoons. 

Miscellaneous Manufactures. —The city of Murshid£b«Cd is 
famous for its lace-work; clothes, gloves, slippers, caps, eta are 
beautifully and skilfully embroidered with gold and silver lace. 
Another class of artisans in the city are celebrated for the skill 
with which they make musical instruments, and the tubes of hookahs. 
Jute and hemp are also worked up into gunny-bags, etc.; and the 
members of the Dom caste weave mats and basket-work to a con¬ 
siderable extent Silk goods are still woven in various places, but 
this industry is now in a very decayed state. The two best-known 
patterns are called ‘peacock’s neck’and ‘sunshade.* Coarse cotton 
cloths are woven in all parts of the District, but none of good 
quality. Towels and dusters can be obtained if ordered. 

The Material Condition of the Manufacturing Classes 
is described by the Collector as being very low. The weavers in 
particular, who form the most numerous class of artisans in the 
District, are always in debt, and in their appearance very squalid 
and miserable. ‘ Their physique generally/ writes the Assistant- 
Magistrate of L 41 b^gh Subdivision, * proves that they are leading 
an unhealthy and half-starved existence.’ They live from hand to 
mouth, on low wages, which are not always punctually paid; and 
their work also is very precarious. Their life is one of sedentary 
labour, passed within filthy houses. The reason for their degraded 
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position is Co be sought for in the dec ay of the silk-weaving in dustry. 
That the supply of skilled labour is at .present greater than the 
demand is the general opinion among the native residents. Tire 
demand for the silk fabrics of MurshkldMd has been steadily 
diminishing for years past; and before there is time for the supply 
of labour to sink to the diminished demand, there must always be r 
great distress among the labourers during the process of adjustment. 
The downfall of the towns which owed their former prosperity to 
this industry bears palpable evidence to the change. Ktfsirhbdzdr 
consists new merely of a few ruins, surrounded by a swamp* Mirzi- 
pur, in the Jangipur Subdivision, was a flourishing town less than 
twenty years ago, and its silk-weavers were the most numerous 
class; but now an atmosphere of hopeless decay broods over the 
whole place. In both these eases, no doubt, a change of sanitary 
conditions, and the outbreak of malarious fever, have contributed 
much to the results; hut the weaving trade, which has deserted 
K^simbizdr and Mirzdpur, has not settled elsewhere, and is 
gradually, but surely, dying out in the District. 

The other artisans in Mursbiddhid, especially the braziers and 
the ivory-carvers, are much better oft' They live fur more comfort¬ 
ably than well-to-do agriculturists, and have a social position 
superior to that of both cultivators and weavers. One of the 
reasons for this marked difference between these two classes of 
manufacturers is, that the braaiers and carvers are capitalists as well 
as labourers; they supply their own materials, and sell their work in 
their own shops. It may be laid down as a rule which universally 
holds good in this District, that all capitalist manufacturers who sell 
their own wares are well-to-do, while those who work far hire on 
the advance-system are very badly olf r 

The wages of the silk-weavers are regulated not by time, hut by 
the quantity of work done* The rate varies from Rs. 2. 8. 0 to 
Ra 4 for every five yards of silk woven; and the average, if reckoned 
by the day, w r ould be somewhere about 5 dnnds Or y-§d., but it must 
be recollected that few weavers are in constant employment* It is 
not possible to give any estimate of the wages of a brazier or other 
artisan of the class who arc their own capitalists, for they do not 
work for hire. It may be stated generally, that the average wages 
of the manufacturing classes range from 3 to 6 &nn&.s, or from 4^d. 
to gd* a day. Some of the best-paid classes may get as much as 
Rs* 1$ per month, or a year. 
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Except in the case of the silk and indigo manufactures, there is no 
well-marked distinction in the District between labour and capital. 
Allusion has already been made to the system of money advances 
for silk-spinning. Indigo cultivation is also carried on by a system 
of advances. There are no class of manufacturers in the District 
bound to work in a manner that affects their personal freedom. 

Decaying or Extinct Manufactures. —The decline in the 
silk-weaving industry, which has already been alluded to, may be 
realized from the fact that, so late as the time of All Vardf Khdn, 
raw silk to the value of ^875,000 was annually entered in the 
Custom House books at Murshiddbdd. This is exclusive of the 
European investments, which were not entered there, as being 
either duty free or paying duty at Htfglf. Apart from the decaying 
silk manufacture, and the many skilled handicrafts which used to 
flourish at Kdsimbdzdr, the Collector reports that there used to be 
formerly thriving manufactures of brass and iron at a place called 
Kdnsdribdzir, a little to the north of Azimganj. There are now 
but few forges and shops remaining here, and the manufacture is 
almost extinct It is not known that there are any traditions in the 
District of ancient processes of workmanship that have died out 
The following table shows the number of male skilled workers, 
mechanics', and artisans, arranged under their respective trades, ac¬ 
cording to the District Compilation based upon the Census of 1872. 

Manufacturing Classes and Artisans (Males). 


Occupation. 

|No. of 
Male 
Adults. 

Occupation. 

No. of 
Male 
Adults- 

Occupation. 


No. of 
Male 
Adults. 

Indigo manufac- 


Jeweller*. 

20 

Jute-wctvvers, 


| , 

IS 

turers. 

4 

Watchmakers, 

4 

Carpet-makers, 


*50 

Tar manufacturers, 

3 

Potters, 

I8B3 

Dyers, . 


10 

Contractors,. 

2 5 

I.ime-rnakers, 

85 

Tnilors, 


* 53 ° 

Bricklayers (nij- 


Cabinetmakers, . 

77 

Shoemakers, 

, 

716 

mistris), . 

1612 

Mat-makers, 

193 

Onuunen t-makers. 

177 

Stone-masons, 

2 

Basket-makers, 

642 

Net-makers, , 


3 

Sawyers, 

9 

Toy-makers, 

*7 

Thread-makers 


ss 

Carpenters, . 

2006 

Hookah-makers, . 

61 

Embroiderers, 


It 

Thatchers, . 

43 

Lacquered Ware 


-Silk-spinners. 


9 

Brick-dealers, 

2 

makers, . 

18 

Rianket-makers, 


4 

Curt-builders, 

15 

Garland-makers, . 

90 

Da fir Is, 


13 

Blacksmiths,. 

1752 

Gilders, 

2 

Booksellers, 


3 

Braziers, 

109 

Shell-carvcrs, 

5*7 

Papermakers. 


4 * 

Bell-metal makers' 


Cane workers, 

60 

Compositors, 


13 

(kdntdris), 

33 

Workers in sold, . 

65 




Tinmen, 

2 

Cotlon-carders. . 

23 




KalAigart, . . | 

S 

Silk-weavers, 

6290 




Goldsmiths, . 

1937 

Cotton-weavers, . 

1I 557 

Total, 

• 

3 L 913 
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CoMMRUCE. anh Trade,— The District of MurEhjddMd occupies 
a very convenient situation for river traffic, lying between the two 
first offshoots of the Ganges, which leads southwards direct to 
Calcutta, The eastern half of the District, surrounded by the 
Ganges, BbAgirathi, and Jatangf, has from time immemorial been the 
seat of large commercial towns; and the East Indian Railway has 
lately opened out a new era of prosperity to the western portion. 
The principal scats of commerce are Jangipur, Azimgsnj, Jidgaoj, 
the city of Mnrshtdibdd, Barham pur, including Khdgrd, on the 
Bhdgiratbf; Ehagw£ogoI& and Dhuliin on the Ganges; Murrix^i, a 
railway station in the north-west of the District; and Belding^ irt 
the southeast Trade is carried on chiefly by permanent markets ; 
hut, in the case of a few articles, by means of village hd£s f held at 
stated intervals. The fairs most frequented for the purposes of 
buying and selling are those held at Dhulian in April, Jangipur in 
May, C halt id near Barham pur in April, Siktipur in March, and 
Kindi in November.. The chief articles of trade axe rice, pulses, 
gram, oil-seeds, raw silk, woven silk, salt, cotton, cotton goods, 
sugar, tobacco, jute, hemp, gunny-bags, ghi, ivory ornaments, pottery, 
brass and bell-metal utensils, spices, indigo, and precious stones. 
The three great local manufactures, silk, indigo, and metal ware, 
are Largely exported into other Districts and to Calcutta; arid in 
the case of raw silk and indigo, through Calcutta to Europe. Much 
of the raw silk wound in MurshidiMd is destined for the Lyons 
market. The silk cocoons arc partly reared in the District, and 
partly imported from Maldah and RijshdhL The town of Jangipur 
is the centre of the silk trade. Apart from its manufactures, the 
agricultuml produce of Marsh ld;fbid is more than sufficient to meet 
the local consumption. Rice especially is, in ordinary seasons, 
exported in large quantities, both up the Ganges towards the north¬ 
west, and by rail and boat to Calcutta, The chief imports into the 
District, received in exchange for these exports., are cotton cloth, 
salt, jute, and spices. 

The Collector, in his Administration Report for 1872-73, gives 
the following description of the internal movements of trade within 
the District, and of the condition of the trading classes ‘Taking 
the District as a whole, it may be said that most commodities are: 
the subject of export from, or import to, some pari of it. Thus 3 
to take the important article of rice, there are very considerable 
exports from the rice-producing W'est, or Rdrh, to Calcutta, the north- 
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west, and the eastern parts of the District itself; while, on the 
other hand, the east, or Bdgri, imports very largely from the rice- 
producing Districts on the further side of the Ganges. I am not 
in a position to state how the balance of trade in this staple 
ordinarily stands, but I incline to the opinion that during the 
past year the exports exceeded the imports. The chief com¬ 
modities imported, other than rice, appear to be cotton, salt, jute, 
oil-seeds, sugar, tobacco, vegetables, and ghi y while the chief exports 
are indigo, silk, pulses, and salt In the case of cotton, jute, and 
salt, large quantities of the imports in reality only pass through the 
District, and are sent on to other parts. Thus, cotton and jute 
consigned in large quantities to the Azimganj mercharits are 
landed at Bhagwdngold in the rains, and at AldtaK, or New Bhag- 
wdngoli, in the dry season, and thence sent in carts via Kdndi to 
Synthii, and so by rail to Calcutta. Salt also is imported in large 
quantities, merely for the purpose of re-shipment and transmission 
to other Districts. A very large proportion of the products of the 
manufacture of indigo and raw silk passes through the hands of 
the managers of three influential European firms, by whom exports 
are made to Calcutta; but the smaller native proprietor of factories 
also generally adopts the same course with regard to the bulk of 
his produce. During certain seasons of the year there is a very 
considerable internal trade, or interchange of commodities between 
the east and west of the District. In the cold weather, I have 
frequently met long processions of carts and pack-bullocks (chiefly 
the latter, if their owners come from the west, where roads are 
scarce and bad) laden with rice, the great produce of the west; 
and these will return with oil-seeds, or other cold-weather pro¬ 
duce of the east, or vice vers A. 

*So far as I have been able to ascertain, the year was one of 
more than usual commercial prosperity. Certainly, judging from 
appearances, I should conclude that the Oswdls or Jains of Azim¬ 
ganj, Biluchar, Murshiddbdd, and Barhampur, who are the princi¬ 
pal merchants and bankers in the District, are rapidly accumulating 
wealth; and they evince now, as in former days, an inclination to 
invest a portion of their gains in the soil of the country where they 
have taken up their abode. These men appear to have a genius 
for trade, and their careful and frugal habits are eminently suited to 
the accumulation of money, being seldom disturbed by alternations 
of lavish expenditure, except in the case of religious observances. 
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They gratify their pride and love of show by the entertainment of 
retainers from the north-west; even as they have for some years 
past indulged their religious feelings by talcing leases of some miles 
of the Bbigirathl from the xapdaddfSj and preventing fish being 
caught in these waters. There is,, however, reason to believe that 
not only have the larger merchants prospered, hut that those whose 
transactions are on a much Smaller scale have had cause to be 
grateful for the results of the year. J 

The Collector also thinks it worthy of notice that in the north¬ 
western portion of the District, in thdnd Paisfi and part of tMfid 
Minipur, commodities are usually exchanged according to the 
primitive method of barter, Rice is there a very common standard 
of value ; and salt, fish, oil, sweetmeats, and most other necessaries, 
except clothing, are habitually bartered For rice. 

Statistics of River Trade. —The following statistics, which 
are the most complete and trustworthy that have yet teen obtained, 
arc derived from a Resolution of Government on * The Boat Traffic 
of Bengal,’ dated 18th October 1875 :— 

The trade between the District of MurshidiMd and tbs Districts 
of Behar and of the North-Western Provinces, so far as it passes up 
and down the Ganges, is registered at Sfilribganj. The following 
are the results thus afforded, showing as far as possible die places 
of despatch and of destination. In the year 1872, the total amount 
of commodities of alt kinds destined for Murshid^bdd, which passed 
S^hibganj on its way down-stream, was 431,531 vtavnds or 15,797 
tons ; of which total, 104,659 mau?ids or 3832 tons were consigned 
to Jangipur, 145,254 mounds or 5317 tons to Jtfgauf, and 1 Si,6x8 
mounds or 6648 tons to Dhulidn. In, *#73, the total amounted to 
563,4.09 mounds or 20,624 tons; of which Jangipur took 99,052 
mounds or 3626 tons, Ji%anj 189,285 mounds 01 6929 tons, and 
DhLilian 275,072 mounds or 10,069 tons. In 1874, the year of 
scarcity, the total was 427,977 mounds or 15,667 tons; giving 
89,778 mounds or 3386 tons to Jangipur, 109,659 maunds or 
4014 tons to Jiaganj, and 228,540 mounds ot 8366 tons to 
Dhuliin. The up-stream traffic from Mnrshidribdd, ascertained in 
the same wav, amounted in 1S72 to a total of 405,845 mounds or 
34,857 tons; of which 132,996 mounds or 4868 tons were de¬ 
spatched from Dhuliin. and 272,849 mounds or 9989 tons from 
Jangipur- In 1873, the total was 504751 mounds or * 3,477 
tons; being 260,215 mounds or 9525 tons from Dhulian, and 
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244,536 maunds or 8952 tons from Jangipur. In 1874, the year 
of scarcity, the total up-traffic diminished to 125,070 maunds or 
4578 tons; 102,305 maunds or 3745 tons from Dhuliin, and only 
22,765 maunds or 833 tons from Jangipur. In order to obtain 
the total river traffic of the above-mentioned towns, it would be 
necessary to add to the above figures the amount registered at 
Jangipur itself, as exported from these towns up and down the 
Bhdgirathi, which has not been already included. The returns of 
the Bhdgirathi traffic at Jangipur for 1874 show that 71,383 
maunds or 2613 tons were exported down-stream, which had been 
originally shipped at Dhulidn, and 27,775 wounds or 1016 tons 
from Jangipur itself. So far, therefore, as can be gathered from 
these registry stations, it may be roughly stated that tire total river 
traffic, both up and down-stream, of Dhulidn in 1872 amounted 
to 314,614 maunds or 11,516 tons; in 1873, to 535,287 maunds 
or 19,594 tons; and in 1874, to 402,228 maunds or 14,724 tons. 
The total traffic of Jangipur was, in 1872, about 377,508 maunds 
or 13,821 tons; in 1873, 343>5 88 maunds or 12,578 tons; and in 
1874, 140,318 maunds or 5135 tons. 

It is not possible to divide these totals among the many different 
commodities of which they are composed. It can only be affirmed 
generally of the imports that about 120,000 maunds or 4393 tons 
of sugar are received from the North-Western Provinces at the river 
marts of Murshiddbdd, to be either forwarded to Calcutta, or rc-dis- 
tributed among other Districts of western and central Bengal; and 
that a great quantity of tobacco and cotton is received on the same 
conditions. Concerning food-grains and oil-seeds, the Resolution 
from which all these figures are taken makes the following remarks :— 

* One of the most important markets for cereals in Bengal is Dhulidn. 
In 1872 it was ascertained by local inquiries that upwards of, 
300,000 maunds or 10,982 tons of maskdlai were brought into this 
market during the year, partly from rural villages in the District, 
and partly from Maldah, Purniah, and R^jshdhf. Of this immense - 
total, some part was exported to Birblnim, Bardwdn, and Mnkur^, 
where the consumption of this pulse is large; and a considerable 
quantity up-country into Tirhut In the same year, about 50,000 
maunds or 1830 tons of gram were imported into Dhulidn from 
Behar and BMgalpur, and re-exported to Calcutta The imports of 
wheat reached 200,000 maunds or 7320 tons, of which a little had 
been grown in the District; but the larger part came from Maldah, 
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■ Furniah, Bbig&lpur, and Monghyr. The imports of oil-seeds are 
also put down at 200,000 mounds or 7320 tons. Both wheat aad 
oilseeds are Te-exported, principally to Calcutta, but also to die 
neighbouring Districts/ Of the total quantity of praises which pass 
Sahibgarij going up-stream, the greater part is shipped at Dhcdidn, 
and consigned to Rashrct and other places in the Pauii Division, 
The amount of rice exported up stream From the District of Mur- 
shidibid is returned as follows 1—- In 1872, 306,01® tnautids or 
11,20s tons; in *873, 292,843 maunds or 10,720 tons; in 1874, 
the year of tl^-c scarcity, only 28,567 mounds or 1045 tons. ‘ The 
rice trade of Dhulihn, the principal mart of Murs hid ibid, is not so 
brisk! as that of some other places in the District, Jaugipur sur¬ 
passes it; and probably Mnririi also. In the year 1S72-73, Ebuliin 
dealt in about 100,000 niaunds or 3660 tons of rice, partly home- 
grown, but the greater part importations From R&gazij in Din ij pur 
and Niidinganj in. Dacca. Into the Jangipur market, during the 
same year, about 150,000 mautuis or 5491 toils of rice were brought 
from the western part of the District Id 1873 the Sdhibganj 
registered exports from jangipur amounted to 3J5,ooo mmmds or 
7870 tons. From the west part of Murshid&b&T, or the Riunpur 
Hit Subdivision, where dmm rice is grown almost to the exclusion 
of other crops, there are ntso largo exports by rail, chiefly to Calcutta. 
During 1874 the total exports from this pact by rail were 288,372 
maunds or 10,556 tons, of which 127,655 n&utzdt or 4673 tons 
were consigned to Howrah, and 59,337 vmwuls or 2172 tons to 
Chandernagar or Rhadreswan. The remainder was despatched up- 
country/ 

The returns of the Bhrfgimthi traffic registered at Jangipur, are to 
some extent a repetition of those already recorded on the Ganges at 
Shhibganj, The returns of the down-stream traffic are hut slightly 
affected by the addition of the goods shipped lower down the river 
than Sihibganj, and include a small amount of traffic which starts 
afresh southwards from Dhuliifn and Jangipur. ‘The up-scream 
traffic registered at Jangipnr shows only the traffic shipped ct stations 
on the Ebagirathi between Nadiyd town and Jangipur. The amount 
is inconsiderable, being about 300,000 maunds or 10,98a tons of all 
sorts of goods in r®73, and only 81,782 mounds or 2994 tons in 
1S74. The bulk of the traffic in 1S73 consisted of rice despatched 
from Jangipnr itself, to Revelganj and other Eehar marts,’ The 
following are the figures of the down-stream traffic. In 1873, 9040 
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boats, carrying 3,785,051 maunds or 138,559 tons-; in 1874, 8344 
boats, carrying 3,742,759 maunds or 137,011 tons. Of the total 
cargoes, nearly one-half in each year were composed of oil-seeds; 
while pulses (including gram) and wheat each constituted about 
one-seventh. ‘A great number of the boats return empty from 
Calcutta, and proceed to Rdjshdhf, Patnd, Din dj pur, and Mal- 
dah, for cargoes of jute and rice. They sometimes go down 
the stream laden a second time during the inundation months; 
and in seasons when the channels of the river arc exceptionally 
deep, even a third trip can be made by boats of moderate size in 
the course of five months. Of the total amount of the traffic which 
passes to Calcutta along the system known as the Nadiyd rivers, 
the Bhdgirathf in 1873-74 carried a little more than 6nc-half. The 
tolls levied at Jangipur on boats passing through the toll office 
amounted in 1870-71, the last year for which I can obtain the 
figures, to a sum of Rs. 84,352, or ^8435, 4 s - °d* The greater part 
was expended in efforts to keep open the channel of the Bhdgirathf, 
and generally on the improvement of the Nadiyd rivers. 

The Resolution, from which so many extracts have already 
been made, states that the total import of salt into the District of 
Murshiddbdd during 1874 was 122,450 maunds or 4482 tons. This 
amount is brought by river, almost wholly by the Bhdgirathf, and to 
it a small addition must be made for what is carried by the railway 
into the western part of the District. 

From September 1875, the system of registration for boat traffic, 
which has been already described as existing at Sdhibganj and 
Jangipur, was extended to all the great water-ways of Bengal. The 
returns thus obtained are published monthly in The Statistical 
Reporter. The two following tables show (Table I.) the exports from 
the District of Murshiddbdd which were registered throughout 
Bengal during the six months, September 1875 to February 1876 ; 
and (Table II.) the imports into the District during the same period. 

From these tables it appears that the exports in Class I. (articles 
registered by weight only) reached a total during the six months of 
510,160 maunds or 18,675 tons > aa d the imports in the same class, 
427,213 maunds or 15,639 tons, showing a balance in favour of the 
exports of 82,947 maunds or 3036 tons. This difference, however, 
is more than accounted for by the large exportation of food-grains, 
which, under the four headings of wheat, pulses and gram, rice, 

[Sentence continued on page 165. 


Statistics of the River Traffic of Murshidabajd District for the 
Six Months ending February 1S76* Table I. (Exports,) 
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Statistics of the River Traffic of Murshidabad District for the 
Six Months ending February 1876. Table II. (Imports.) 
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and ‘other 1 cereals, aggregated 369,110 mounds, or 13,51s tons, 
being 72 per cent of the total exports; while the importation of 
the same four classes of food-grabs was only 351,656 mounds, or 
T451 tons, which is but 9 per cent, of the total imports. On the 
other hand, it is noteworthy that, En the single case of paddy or 
unhusked rice, the imports exceed the exports by about eightfold. 
The export of various sorts of oil-seeds reached 48,273 mounds, of 
1767 tons, almost equally shared between linseed and mustard- 
seed ; the import was j8 ,692 maund f, or iSSo tons, and was nearly 
altogether confined to mustard. The export of salt was 15,236 
mounds, or 557 tons; while the import was as much as 87,529 
mavTids, or 3204 tons, leaving apparently 72,293 mounds or 5647 
tons for local consumption. To this balance there falls to be added 
the importation of salt into the west of the District by rail; and 
it is known that this is considerable. Coal and coke was exported 
to the large amount of 19,813 maunds or 725 tons, against 746 S 
mounds or 273 tons imported- 

linder Class II. (articles registered by number only) there is 
nothing to call for comment beyond the large number (165,350) of 
cocoa-nuts imported in the month of September, The circumstance 
that the figures are identical in the two tables both for ‘bricks’ and 
* miscellaneous/ in that month, proves that these entries are not 
exports and imports proper, but merely a registration at Jangipur of 
articles passing from one part of the District. How far this clement 
of confusion may have swelled other entries in the two tables, it is 
not possible to discover; but it does not appear probable that the 
great totals have been very materially affected. 

Class Ilf, (articles registered by value only) shows exports during 
the six months worth ^10,089, 14s, och, against imports worth 
jC'S,44&* MS' od,, giving an apparent excess of imports amount¬ 
ing to j£S3S9t 0r nearly one-third. To this, again* there should 
be added the imports of European piece-goods by rail But the 
returns in this class are especially misleading, unless extended 
over a much longer period than six months, as they are liable 
to be entirely altered by the accident of a few valuable cargoes, or 
the occurrence of some frequented fair. For example, in the one 
month of September 1:875, exports of European cotton manu¬ 
factures were valued at ^8414, 4s. od,, or no less than 83 per 
cent, of the total exports in Class III. for the six months; while in 
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January 1876 the imports of miscellaneous native goods reached 
^ 79 8 4 , 12s. od., or 51 per cent of the total imports for the half-' 
year. 

With regard to the destination of the exports and the origin of 
the imports, it is impossible to obtain accurate information; but 
approximate results may be gained by analysing the returns at the 
several registration stations. In the first place, as the station at 
Jangipur on the Bhdgirathi lies within the boundaries of the District, 
it is evident that there arises from this cause a certain amount of 
double-registration, as has already been shown in the case of Class 
II. A boat passing Jangipur with a cargo taken on board at a 
mart within the District, and destined to be unloaded at a second 
mart also within the District, would of necessity be registered twice; 
and the weight, etc. of the cargo would be twice entered, once as 
an import and again as an export. It might also happen that this 
very same cargo, on transhipment into another boat, would be a 
third time entered at some registration station beyond the District, 
as an export from Murshiddbdd. There is, however, good reason 
to suppose that, in the present case, the amount of double-registra¬ 
tion til us produced is not of any considerable extent, and that, in 
. the gross, it may be safely disregarded. But in another way the 
returns at Jangipur give rise to a difficulty which it is not possible 
to remove. These returns, as might be expected, contribute largely 
to constitute the totals given in both tables; but no means is 
afforded for ascertaining the direction in which the boats passed 
the station. In other words, it is impossible to discover whether 
an export from Murshidibdd registered at Jangipur was destined 
for Calcutta or for Eehar; and the same with the imports The 
Jan g! pur returns, therefore, must be put altogether on one side, as 
affording no useful materials. We are left, then, with the regi¬ 
stration stations beyond the limits of the District; and from these 
we can draw conclusions of a certain value. It is clear that the 
whole of the import trade, and the larger portion of the export trade, 
which MurshidibddDistrict carries on with Calcutta,will be registered 
at the stations of Nadiy4 and Hdglf; while almost the whole of the 
imports from up-country, and a considerable portion of the exports 
m that direction, will be registered at Sihibganj, Patnd, and Daraulf. 
ow the total m Class I. of the exports from Murshidibid, regis- 
ered in Nadiyd and Hdgli, amounted during the six months to 
* 97,323 mounds , or 7223 tons, being 38 per cent of the total exports • 
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while the exports registered at S&iibganji, Patna, and Daraulf w r ere 
only 65,371 mounds, or 23S6 tons, i.t. about 13 per cent Of the 
imports, iiGjioo maunds, or 4030 tons, being about one-quarter, 
were registered at the two stations in the south; and 219,208 
maunds, or 8025 tons, being about one-half, were registered at the 
three stations higher up the Ganges, Tire remainder, in each case, 
was chiefly registered at Jengipur, 

The Stathtiad Repvrttr famishes detailed information for certain 
staple articles of trade, during the last four months of the half-year, 
from November *873 to February 1876 inclusive. The exports of 
jute in that period came almost entirely from the city of Mors hid 4 ,- 
Md, which sent 10,130 mounds, or 370 tons, no less than five-sixths 
of the whole. The rice traffic naturally divides into the large trade 
with Cellar, and the smaller business with Calcutta, Neither of 
these rose into importance until December; but the Beh&r trade 
rapidly and progressively increased during the two following months. 
The total of the rice exports to Behai and the North-West during the 
three months, December to February, aggregated 3 18,425 mounds, 
or 433d tons, of which Jkngipur sent 64 per cent,, and Dhuliin 29 
per cent. The total sent to Calcutta during the same three months 
was 43,781 mounds, or 1566 tons, of which MurshidiMd city sent 
36 per cent., and Jangipur 29 per cent The rice-exporting marts 
of the District may be arranged in the following order, together with 
the totals which they despatched in both directions:—Jangipur, 
90,081; Dbulifln, 38,008; Murshidfl.bid, 35,239; Nutangatij, 87S7 ; 
B£luchar, 209; Jiiganj, 140. During February, the District of 
Muishiddb&d despatched into Behai alone 68,558 mounds, or 2509 
tons, of food-grains of various sorts, which was 65 per cent, of the 
entire amount sent into that Province from all the Districts of 
Bengal, This total was made up of rice, 63,543 mounds; pulses 
arid gram, 3339 ; £ other' cereals, 1813; paddy, 63- In the two 
montiis, X ovember and December, the ■ total of the exports of 
wheat from MurshiddMd amounted to 28,537 mounds, qt 1044 tons, 
of which Dhuliin contributed 15,599 mounds, and MurshidjfMd, 
city 7385 ; the destination of these exports is not recorded, but it 
was probably Calcutta, In December, the exports of pulses and 
gram amounted to 11,484 matoids, or 420 tons, ohicfly derived from 
the following marts:—Murshiddbdd, 3045 ; Tiikdta, 2544 ; Dhulrin, 
1692; Jiiganj, 3140; Jangipur, joSo. The importation of Euro¬ 
pean cotton manufactures into Mu rabid ibfld is comparatively insig- 
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nificant. The following were the chief importing marts during the 
four months :—Chak Isldmpur, with the value of ^780 ; Murshidd- 
^ 57 o; Dhulidn, ^220; Jangipur, £*o. 

Railway Traffic Returns. —The East Indian Railway Com¬ 
pany has furnished returns, showing in detail the destination of 
the salt and of the European piece-goods exported from Howrah. 
During the two months, January and February 1876, Murshiddbdd 
District received by rail 6826 tnaunds or 249 tons of salt, at the 
following stations :—Rdmpur Hdt, 3095 tnaunds; Nalhdti, 2089 ; 
Azfraganj, 1642. The total weight of piece-goods imported by rail 
during the same period was 2580 tnaunds, or 94 tons, at the follow¬ 
ing stations : Azimganj, 2326 tnaunds ; Rdmpur Hdt, 148 ; Nalhdti, 
106. The figures for Murdrdi are given in the Statistical Account 
of the Santdl Pargands. 

Balance of Trade. —It has already been stated that there is 
every indication of growing wealth displayed by the Jain merchants 
of Murshiddbdd; but, despite this circumstance, the Collector is of 
opinion that the balance of trade generally is not in favour of the 
District, or, at least, that no accumulation of coin is going on. In 
support of this opinion, he instances the exorbitant rates of interest 
which are habitually demanded and paid, and which will be presently 
given in detail. On the other hand, he acknowledges that very large 
sums of money are annually distributed in the District, in connection 
w r ith the manufacture of silk and indigo ; and that this money is 
introduced from without by European capital. He is of opinion 
that much of the coin thus received is converted into bullion, 
and ultimately takes the shape of jewellery and other articles of 
luxury. 

In connection with this subject, the Collector mentions the 
curious circumstance that the price of bullion, both gold and silver, 
is uniformly higher at Murshiddbdd than at Calcutta ; but he adds 
the w’aming that it would be rash to draw any definite conclusion 
from this single fact The value of gold at Murshiddbdd, as esti¬ 
mated by the silver standard, is above the value at Calcutta in the 
proportion of 32 to 31, Rs. 16 being generally given for every told 
weight of gold ; that is, for the value in Calcutta of Rs. 15. 8. o. 
This premium is far higher than would suffice to cover the cost and 
risk of transit. Silver bullion, again, is dearer than at Calcutta, as 
expressed in terms of the silver currency. In Calcutta the told of pure 
silver is worth Rs. 1, 1. o; in Murshiddbdd its value is Rs. 1. 1. 6, 
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or a difference of 6 flm against the Matter plate. The proportion, 
in other terms, is 34 to 32 at Calcutta, and 35 to 32 at Murahidibdd, 
Capital. —Whatever may be die general inclination in the balance 
of the local trade,, there can bE no doubt, in the Collector's judg¬ 
ment, that large accumulations of wealth are taking place in the 
hands of individuals, a state of things which may be compensated 
for by a flow of coin out of the District from the hinds of the con¬ 
suming public. It is certain that the wholesale trade in transhipped 
commodities, which is managed from Azimgauj, must result in safe 
profits to the rich merchants and bankers. The profits of trade, 
manufacture, and agriculture are not as a rule hoarded, but either 
employed in usury or in augmenting the business, or sunk in the 
purchase of jewellery and other ornaments. Hoarding, no doubt, 
does go on to a certain extent, as in every other part of Bengal. 

Rates Of Interest.- —The current rates of interest in the District 
are thus returned by the Collector. In the case of small transac¬ 
tions, where the borrower pledges some article of value, the rate of 
interest charged is ordinarily 3 flies per rupee per mtnsrm, or per 
cent per armum; if the articles pledged are brass utensils or iron 
tools* the rate may be double of the preceding, viz. 6 flies per rupee 
per vututm, or 37^ per cent, per annum. In large transactions, 
where a mortgage is given on moveable property* the rate of interest 
varies from 15 to 30 per cent, per annum. In illustration of this 
subject, the Collector states that the money market of the District 
is ruled by the rates prevailing in the LalMgh. Subdivision, which 
contains the city of MurshiddMd. It was Found that the rate of 
interest on seven loans of this sort registered there during the year 
iSjo gave an average of precisely 2g§ per cent, per annum. In 
the case of large transactions, where a mortgage is given on houses 
or lands, the average of five cases registered in the Litbtfgh Sub¬ 
division was ascertained to be about 3a per cent per annum. In 
ordinary unregistered loans of this class* the money is often advanced 
at a lower rate; and it may be said that the common rates in such 
cases vary from iS to 32 per cent In petty agricultural advances 
to the cultivators, upon the personal security only of the borrower* 
it is customary to take as interest 50 per cent, per annum, A system 
locally known as ded prevails extensively in the District* in accord¬ 
ance with which a sort of quasi-lien upon the crops is supposed to 
be given. This additional right of the creditor rests merely upon 
the force of custom, Ko lien is expressly stipulated for in the con- 
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tract, and it is doubtful how far it would be recognised by the 
English law; but these cases rarely or never come into the courts. 
The essential feature of the desl system is the term fixed for the 
repayment of the loan, which is always harvest-time. Advances of 
grain are made by the mafidjans , or stock-holders, to the culti¬ 
vators, whether for seed or consumption, on condition that the 
principal shall be repaid in kind, when the next crop is gathered, 
together with the addition of one-half by way of interest, or 50 per 
cent Sometimes, but not often, the charge on account of interest 
is as much as the original principal, or at the rate of 100 per cent., 
in which case the loan is called durti. In the purchase of a landed 
estate, 8 to 12 per cent, would be considered a fair return upon the 
money invested. 

Banks, etc —There are several large banking establishments at 
Azimganj, B&luchar, Jangipur, and Barhampur; and to these 
recourse is had in the case of large monetary transactions. In the 
rural parts of the District, the advances are chiefly made by the 
maMjans, who are not usually shopkeepers, but themselves cultiva¬ 
tors on a large scale, and able to speculate w-ith the surplus produce 
of their own fields. Moneyed men also conduct such transactions 
by means of grain purchased for the purpose. 

Imported Capital. —The manufacture of indigo is almost solely 
carried on with European capital, and under European supervision. 
The manufacture of silk is also conducted to a great extent by 
Europeans, who own all the larger concerns; while tire more 
numerous class of small filatures are owned by natives. It has 
already been stated that the value of silk annually exported from 
the District may be vaguely put at ^171,000, and the value of the 
indigo atj£7o,ooo. This total of ^241,000 may fairly be credited 
to the account of European capital; but apart from the inferences 
to be derived from these figures, I have no means of estimating its 
total amount, the returns which it receives, or the quantity of em¬ 
ployment which it gives. 

Institutions. —The list of institutions in the District comprises 
charitable, educational, religious, and literary establishments. The 
dispensaries, lunatic asylums, and the schools will be described in 
greater detail in subsequent sections of this Account; but they may 
be mentioned in this place, in order to give a complete view of the 
institutions in the District. 

Establishments for the relief of the,poor are (1) charitable dis- 
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pensaries ; (2J lunatic asylmns ; (3) aiitMsdlds } or alms-houses ; and 
(4) charitable societies. The dispensaries are five in number,—at 
Barbampur, Murshidsibld city, Azimganj, Jangipur, and JanuA- 
KAndL A .sixth dispensary was opened at LAIgoli, at the close of 
1S72. The building at Murshiddbdd is the property of the Nawfb 
NAsfni, and is kept in repair at the expense of the Nizfmat funds. 
The building at Azirnganj was provided by BAi Dhanpat Sinh 
Bah&dur, and is still popularly called by his name, on account of his 
liberal con trt butions towards its support. The three remain i ng dispen¬ 
saries art chiefly maintained by local subscriptions, supplemented by 
aid from Government in the form of salaries to the medical officers, 
and European medicines and surgical instruments. The old lunatic 
asylum was at Mdidapur, This institution is still maintained \ but 
a new and larger asylum was opened at Barbampur towards the 
close of the year 1S74. There axe three aJithisdtes, or alms-houses, 
in the District; one at Barharopur, founded by the Sen family of 
that town ; another at Bdluchar, founded by RAi Lakshin ipat Sinh 
Bahadur; and the third at Jangtpur, supported by the proceeds of 
certain dsboitar mQhah) which are estimated to yield about Bs. 
15,000 or ^1500 per annum. There is a charitable society at 
Barhatnpui. 

Establishments for the instruction of youth include, amongst others, 
the following:—'The college at Barhampur; the Wizdmat college 
and the. Mizdmat school, two separate institutions in the city of 
MuxsHdfUMd, supported out of the NuAmat funds ; thrCE missionary 
schools at Barhampur, of which one is an Anglo-vernacular school, 
founded in 3844, which teaches up to the university euttaace ex¬ 
amination course ; another is a girls* school, known as the KhAlisi 
bdsdr school, at which no fees are charged; and the third is an 
asylum, where a few Christian boys and girls are maintained and 
taught. There is an English school at Mluchar, supported by B£i 
Lakshmipat Sinh Eahddur, and another at Nasfpur, There are 
several aided schools scattered through the District, of which two 
are girls' schools, situated at Barhampur and Ld;b%h. Of the 
middle vernacular schools, the best are those at SaidAMd, Barham¬ 
pur, and Jangtpur. To the first-named of these, a Government 
model school, the Mah&ranf Swarnatmayi attached in 1871 a second 
p{i?niit t on the salary of Bs. 15 a month. 

Of religious societies, founded with a view to the furtherance ol 
special forms of faith, the most important is the Barhampur Brbhrna 
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Samdj, which has been described on a previous page. There is 
also an dkrd , or congregation of Vaishnav followers of Chaitanya, 
at Kunja-ghdt in Barhampur. 

There are no political societies in the District. The literary 
institutions are two; one at Barhampur, which is frequented by the 
native educated residents, chiefly Government officials and pleaders, 
and by a few Europeans. It meets monthly, when literary, social, 
and scientific subjects are discussed. There is another literary 
society of a similar kind at Jangipur. 

Newspapers. —There is at present only one newspaper published 
in the District, the Bhirdt Ranjdn , printed in Bengali. It confines 
itself mainly to the discussion of topics of local and municipal interest, 
and is old-fashioned and conservative in its tendencies. The number 
of the subscribers is about 150. A second vernacular newspaper, 
the Madhu-kurt , used to represent the more advanced school of 
opinion, but it has recently (1871) ceased to appear for want of 
support. Mr. Long, in his essay on ‘ The Banks of the Bhdgirathi/ 
has the following passage:—‘In 1838, an English newspaper was 
started, called The Murskiddbdd News. At first it met with a good 
circulation, and the Court of Directors subscribed for 10 copies; 
but afterwards it became scurrilous and indulged in personal 
abuse, and ceased to exist within the year/ 

The Printing Presses of the District are two, both at Barham- 
pur. The Dhdn-Sindhu possesses a supply of English and Devd- 
ndgarf type, but usually prints only in the Bengali character. The 
second press, the Satyd-ratnd, prints in Bengali only. 

Incomes and Income Tax. —The Collector in 1870 returned the 
estimated total of all the incomes in Murshiddbdd District, above 
^50, at ,£320,000. The net amount of income tax realized in 
1870-71 was ^12,174. The tax for that year was at the rate of 
3^ per cent., from which it may be calculated that the actual income 
of the District was ,£389,568. In the following year, 1871-72, the 
rate of the income tax was reduced by one-half, to percent, and 
the minimum of incomes liable to assessment raised to £"75 per 
annum. The net amount realized in that year was £3470. In 
comparison with these figures, it may be mentioned that in 1860-61, 
the first year in which the income tax was levied, being at the rate 
of 4 per cent, the net amount realized was £21,472. 

History of the Diwani of Murshidabad. —It has already 
been mentioned that the District of Murshiddbdd contains two old 
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ruined cities, Badrihic and Ringihniitij which carry the imagination 
back into the pre-historic period when Buddhist kings and indepen¬ 
dent Hindu tij&s ruled in Bengal. But Che history' proper of 
Mnrsbiddbid dates only from the time when Murshid KuLi Kirin 
removed Che seat of Government to Maksud£b£d from Dacca, Its 
history doses with the’battle of Plassey in 3757, leaving a "brief 
period of little more than half a century, during which it was the 
metropolitan District of Bengal, The English, indeed, attempted 
for several years later to govern the country through the Muham¬ 
madan officials at Murshiddbdd, and all the various offices of the 
administration were not finally transferred to Calcutta, until 1790, 
But, as a matter of fact, Calcutta, had become the real capital of 
Bengal at a much earlier date. Siidj-ud-Daulri was the last of the 
independent Nawdbs Nizlm, and Iris name terminates the history 
of the Dhv&tl of Murshiddbid, To relate Chat history at length 
would be beyond the limits of this Account; but it may not be 
considered out of place to give a biographical sketch of the several 
Nawdbs, together with allusions to mailers of general history, in 
illustration of the circumstances which led to the overthrow of the 
Muhammadan power in Bengal, and the growth of the English 
sovereignty- The origin of the city of Murslriddbad has already 
been given on an earlier page. 

(1) Murshid Kuli Khan, not less well known as Jafar Khhn, 
was by bi rtb a Hindu, b eing tb e son of a poor Brdhman. When a youth 
he had been taken as a slave to Persia, and there brought up in the 
Muhammadan faifcli. For the remainder of his life he continued 
a staunch adherent to his new creed, and on that account, apart 
from his severities as a tax-gatherer, his name is still abhorred by 
all orthodox Hindus, At different times of his life he seems to 
have been known by different names. The name be received from 
his master, on bis initiation into the religion of Islam, was Muham¬ 
mad Hddi. In English books be is often called J after Kbrin. 
From the Emperor Aurangzeb, at the time when lie founded Mur- 
shidribid, he received the following lofty titles:—Nawdb Murshid 
KuH, Miitamin-ul-Mulk, Aliud-Dauld, JaFar Khijt M&iri, Nrisir 
Jang (the viceroy, the priest-slave, the administrator of the country, 
the lofty one of the empire. Lord Jaf&r Jvdsari, the victorious in 
war). Together with these appellatives, he was appointed Dlwdn 
and Deputy Ndzim of Orissa and Bengal. He forthwith erected 
a palace and other offices of Government at his new capital, and 
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established there an imperial mint, from which purport to come 
most of the Shdh Alim gold mohurs now to be found in the b&zdrs. 
The profits of the Murshiddbdd mint are stated in the rent-roll of 
1728 to amount to Rs. 304,103.* We find that in 1706 the English 
at Kdsimbdzdr were induced to pay him Rs. 25,000 for the con¬ 
venience of having the bullion, which they imported from Europe, 
coined into rupees at the Murshiddbdd mint. One of the chief 
articles in the petition presented by the English embassy at the 
Court of Dehli in 1716 was, ‘that the officers of the mint at Mur- 
shiddbdd should at all times, when required, allow three days in 
the week for the coinage of the English Company’s money.’ It 
was not till nearly half a century afterwards, in 1757, as one of the 
results of the battle of Plassey, that the English first struck coins of 
their own, but still in the name of the Emperor of Hindustdn. In 
December 1758, the Council at Calcutta complained, in a letter to 
the Court, that their mint was of but little use to them, partly 
because no bullion was arriving from Europe, but more especially 
because the command of specie possessed by the Seths of Murshid- 
dbdd was used to force down the exchange value of their sikkds. 
In November 1760, on the occasion of the accession of Mir Kdsim, 
a parwand was received from the Nawdb, awarding full privileges 
to the Calcutta mint From this date the mint of Murshiddbdd 
began to decline, and, indeed, was soon abolished. The ms. 
Records of the Board of Revenue show that in 1785 it W’as pro¬ 
posed to ‘re-establish the mint of Murshiddbdd.’ This proposal 
was apparently carried out, though only for a short time. In 1796 
all provincial mints were abolished, but some respite seems to have 
been granted to that at Murshiddbdd. It was not till 1799 that * the 
Collector of Murshiddbdd despatched the mint utensils to the Pre¬ 
sidency, and disposed of the buildings used as the mint office by 
public auction.’ 

Murshid Kuli Khdn ruled at Murshiddbdd in almost undisturbed 
quiet from 1704 till his death in 1725. This period falls within the 
reigns of three Emperors, from each of whom he had to obtain the 
confirmation of his rank and power. In 1713 he received from 
Prince Farrukh-Siyyar, who had then established himself on the 
throne at Dehli, the united offices of Ndzfm and Diwdn (the 
former office he had hitherto only held as deputy). In 1718 
he obtained from the same emperor the patents which he had 
1 Professor Bloclunann, in Asiatic Society's Journal, Part L No. 2, p. 90. 
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long solicited, conferring upon him. the government of Behan in 
addition to the offices he already possessed. This threw into his 
hands greater power than, had ever been entrusted to any Subahdiir 
since the introduction of the Emperor Akbafis regulation, Not .was 
tile Nawib unworthy of Ha high position. He raised die standard 
of administration to a higher pitch than has ever been attained in 
Bengal under a native government, and he extended the Muham¬ 
madan influence among neighbouring states and tribes. The fol¬ 
lowing passages, illustrating the efficiency of his rule, ote taken from 
ft native chronicler, as quoted in Stewart's History of Bevgai >— 1 He 
always provided against famine, and severely prohibited all mono¬ 
polies of grain. If the importation of grain to the cities and towns 
tell short of what had been usual, he sent officers into the country, 
who broke open the hoards of individuals, and compelled them to 
carry their grain to the public markets. Rice was then commonly 
sold in Muishidlbid at 4 maxnd j for a rupee (or about a hundred¬ 
weight and a halt for one shilling), and the prices of other provisions 
were in proportion. He also strictly prohibited the exportation of 
grain. The faujd&r of HdgK had express orders to 'see that no 
ship, whether European or other, carried away more grain than was 
Sufficient for the victualling of the crew during the intended voyage 
neither were any (foreign) merchants allowed to have stores of grain/ 

* - ■ * Tht Nawib was indefatigable in the extirpation of robbers, 
and erected guard-houses at Kitwi and Mnrshidgonj, Whenever L 
robbery was committed, he compelled the faujddr or the xamhtd&r 
either to find^ out the thief or to recover the property. The goods, 
or their equivalent in money, were always restored to the person 
who had been robbed ; and the thief, whenever caught, was impaled 
alive. By these severe means* travellers were protected on the 
roads, and every man slept securely in his own house/ , . . * He 
devoted two days, in the week to the administration of justice, 
presiding in court in his own person. So impartial was he in his 
decisions, and so rigid in the execution of the sentence of the law, 
that he put his own son to death for an infraction of its regulations/ 
In the collection of the revenues his severity was still more to be 
dreaded ‘ In order to make a full investigation of the value of the 
lands, he placed the principal mmiuddrs in close confinement, and 
ga%e the collection into the hands of expert Aviiis or collectors, who 
received the assessments from the farmers, and paid the amount 
into the public treasury. He also ordered the whole of the lands 


176 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MURSHIDAEAD. 


to be re-measured. Having thus ascertained the quantity of fallow 
land belonging to every village, he caused a considerable propor¬ 
tion of it to be brought into cultivation. . For this purpose the 
collectors were authorized to make advances of money to the lower 
orders of husbandmen. To the dispossessed zaminddrs he assigned 
an allowance for the subsistence of themselves and their families, 
called nankar. , payable either in land or money; to which were 
added bankar and jalkar , which comprise the privileges of hunting, 
cutting wood in the forests, and fishing. The only persons exempted 
from these despotic regulations were the zaminddrs of Birbhdm 
and Bishnupur, who retained their old character of feudatory chiefs.’ 
Many stories of the exquisite devices of cruelty which he adopted 
to extract arrears from zaminddrs in default are to this day current 
in Bengal. By these various means he raised the imperial revenues 
to one kror and fifty Idkhs of rupees, or more than 500,000 ster¬ 
ling. Apart from the enormous sums which were retained for his 
own private fisc, and in the coffers of Jagat Seth at Murshiddbid, 
the above amount was annually transmitted to Dehli, the greater 
part in specie, usually in the beginning of Baisakh, the second 
month of the year. ‘The boxes of treasure were laden upon 
200 or more carts drawn by bullocks, and escorted by 300 cavalry 
and 500 infantry, accompanied by one of the sub-treasurers. To¬ 
gether with the revenue, he sent presents to the Emperor and his 
ministers—elephants, hill-horses, antelopes, hawks, shields made of 
rhinoceros-hide, sword-blades, Sylhet mats, filagree-work of gold 
and silver, wrought ivory, Dacca muslins and Kdsimbdzdr silks, 
also a number of European articles procured at the royal port of 
Hilglf.’ * He admitted no charges for troops, except for those 
paid and mustered by himself. Two thousand cavalry and four 
thousand infantry were found sufficient to enforce the payment of 
all the revenues of Bengal.’ With this small force, which hardly 
deserves the name of army, and was not raised primarily for mili¬ 
tary purposes, Murshid Kuli K.hin maintained order in Bengal 
during a period of twenty years. On more than one occasion he 
had to contend against rebels in the field; but he was not ambitious 
of distinction in arms, and did not attempt to extend the boun¬ 
daries of his government During his time the independent 
Rljls of Tipperah, Kuch Behar, and Assam, whose countries had 
been overrun but neveT subdued by the Muhammadans, sent 
presents of submission to Murshiddbdd, and acknowledged the 
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nominal superiority of the NVwdb. He always treated the Hindus 
with bigoted cruelty* according to the usual intolerance of renegades 
towards the members of their farmer faith, HEs preparations for 
hh tomb afford an uupleasing example of his conduct in this respect, 
* The Nawdb, being now advanced in years* and finding his health 
dectine very fast* gave orders for building his tomb with a mosque, 
and a khttertk, or square with shops. The spot selected was in the 
Khis TtEluk, an the east side of the city. All the Hindu temples 
in the neighbourhood were pulled down* and their materials used 
for raising the new work, The &am$hd&rs and other Hindus would 
have preserved their temples at any price, but no entreaties or bribes 
could prevail j not one was left standing in MmshidiMd, or within 
the distance of four miles' journey from the city. I n the remote 
villages the bouses of the Hindus were threatened with destruction* 
upon pretence of their being dedicated to religious uses* and were 
only redeemed on payment of large surris of money. The servants 
of Hindus of all ranks were compelled to work on the new 
structure, unless their masters paid for their release. By these 
moans the buildings were completed in the course of a year, and a 
ganj (or market-place where dues were collected) was annexed to 
the hhdarch, in order that out of the dues the whole might be 
maintained in repair, 1 

The pie ceding paragraphs are mainly quoted from native authorities* 
as given in Stewart’s History of Bmgal (cd. 1847), from which also 
is extracted the major portion of the whole of this historical sketch* 
verified wherever possible by reference to other authorities. The 
results of Murshld Kuli Khdn's financial reforms are thus summarized 
by Professor Blochmann, who remarks that they are of especial im¬ 
portance, because the Settlement they embody continued without 
substantial modification until the acquisition of the Diw&nJ by the 
East India Company* aud forms the basis of Grant’s well-known 
Analysis of the Bmgal Finanm /—^ The financial reforms consisted 
chiefly in the abolition of the Bengal contingent of household troops 
(5000 horse)* and in a hastobud investigation, set on foot throughout 
the interior Districts, and chiefly in Sdtgdcn, for the purpose of 
ascertaining or equalizing the established proportional assessment, 
which caused a perpetual increase to the old rent-roll. These 
reforms were embodied in the Jami-i-Kimil Tumir, ot perfect rout- 
roll. According to it* Bengal was, from 1723, or thirty-five years 
prior to the British conquest, newly arranged in thirteen ektMahs* 

vdl. ix. m 
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or large divisions of territory; which comprised, by smaller sub¬ 
divisions of old mahals, the number of 1660 pargands , and paid 
a revenue now fixed at Rs. 14,288,186. Two of the chaklahs were 
annexations from Orissa, viz. Bandar Balasor, and Hijili; five lay 
west of the Ganges, viz. Sdtgdon, Bardwdn, Murshiddbdd, Jessor, 
and Bhdshnd; and six lay north and east of the Ganges, viz. Akbar- 
nagar, Gordghdt, Karaibdri, Jahdngimagar, Sylhet, and Isldmdbdd. 
The faujddris , or magisterial jurisdictions, coincided in area with 
the revenue chaklahs. To the above rental further sums were added, 
arising from taxes called abw&b, levied over and above the As/d- 
Jamd. Under Murshid Kuli Khdn, the abwdb carried to the 
account amounted only to little more than 2 \ldkhs; but he collected 
much more, which did not appear in the imperial accounts.’ 

Murshid Kuli Khdn endeavoured in every way to establish his 
own family firmly in Bengal. His son-in-law, Shujd-ud-Dau)d, was 
appointed Deputy Ndzim of Orissa, and the same office in Dacca 
was conferred on the husband of his granddaughter. He marked 
out as his heir and successor in the Government his grandson, the 
son of Shujd-ud-Dauld, and procured for him the title of Sarfardz 
■Khdn. To secure some provision for his family in any case, he 
took the precaution of purchasing the zaminddri of the city of Mur¬ 
shiddbdd from the i&lukddr of Chundkhdli, and had the transfer 
registered in the books of the kdnungos and of the khdlsd. He 
also changed the name of the zaminddri to Asadnagar, but this new 
title soon died out. He died in 1725, but the succession did not 
follow his last will. 

(2) Shuja-ud-Daula, or Shujd-ud-Din Khdn, as he is sometimes 
called, had managed, through intrigues at the Dehli Court, to secure 
the vacant office for himself. His family were originally Turkomans, 
from Khorasdn, in the east of Persia. He was himself born in the 
Dakhin, where he had early contracted an intimacy with Murshid 
Kulf Khdn, who was at that time Dfwdn of Haidardbdd. He had 
married the only daughter of the late Nawdb, and was the fa th er 
of Sarfardz Khdn, whom he supplanted in the succession. The 
Muhammadan chroniclers are profuse in their praises of the govern¬ 
ment of Shujd-ud-Dauld. His collection of the revenues was not 
less exact than that of his predecessor, while he was free from the 
reproach of cruelty and religious, bigotry. He is said to have 
‘ commenced his rule by releasing the unhappy xaminddrs from the 
rigorous confinement in which they had long been languishing, and 
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by permitting them to resume the management of their estates* upon 
giving security for good conduct. 1 Despite this leniency there was 
no falling off in the revenues. f For the year 17.38, one jErtfrand 
forty-eight Idkhs of rupees (;£* >480*000) H'ere remitted to Dehli 
by the agent 1 ? of the imperial banker, Jagat Seth, without my diffi¬ 
culty or oppression.’ It is the assessment of this year which is 
explained in detail in Grant’s Analysis of the Fineness of Bengal 
(Madras reprint, r866* pp. 277-280). It is there stated that Shujd- 
ud-DauM raised the taxes levied under the name of afovdb to 
Rs. 2,172,953, or more than one-fifth of the original revenue. 
During his rule, the province of Tipperah, which had from time 
immemorial been an independent kingdom, was annexed to the 
Mnghul empire. Dind/jpur and Koch Ecliar were also invaded, and 
the Rdjds of those countries were plundered of their an cient treasures. 

* He was convinced that the very reduced military establishment 
kept up by Murshid KuH Khan was inadequate to the security of 
the country, and raised the army to 25,000 men, of whom half were 
cavalry, end halt infantry 1 armed with matchlocks.’ His most trusted 
advisers were die two brothers Haji Ahmad and Ah Vard£ K.hJji, 
who were by marriage near relations of his own* and Jagat Seth* 
He was very liberal to his servants, and paid great attentions to 
men of learning and pietyhe was also very charitable. His 
justice has become proverbial. His first judicial act was to order 
an investigation into the conduct of the two most oppressive instru¬ 
ments of his predecessors extortion, and to condemn them both 
to death. He was addicted to pleasure and luxury. The quiet 
that endured during his rule, and the accumulated treasures that 
he inherited from his father-in-law, supplied him with the oppor¬ 
tunity and the means to embellish the city of Murshiddbid. The 
palace of Murshid Kuii KMn was judged to be too confined and 
ill-contrived. It was pulled down, and another erected more 
suitable to his ideas of grandeur and comfort 1 His favourite 
residence was at Dehpiri, on the right hank of the Bh^girsthf* 
juEi opposite MurshkMbdd, Here he completed a superb mosque, 
which had been commenced by one of the agents of oppression 
of his predecessor. It stood in the midst of a garden of great 
beauty- To this place he gave the name of Farah Bigh, or the 
Garden of Beauty* and thither he retired in the summer with his 
seraglio. Here also he was buried* within a mausoleum erected by 
himself. He died in 1759, after a peaceful rule of fourteen years. 
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(3) Sarfaraz Khan had conducted the management of affairs 
during the last few years of his father's life, and succeeded to the 
Subah of Bengal without any disturbance. This, however, was the 
time of commotions and rebellions at Dehli, and it does not appear 
that Sarfariz Kh£n ever received the proper confirmation in his 
office from the Mughul Emperor. His father, when on his death¬ 
bed, had bound him to follow the advice of his own councillors, 
m)i Ahmad and Jagat Seth; but the weakness of his character 
soon turned both these powerful personages into enemies. Alf 
Vardf Khdn, the younger brother of the Hdjf, was at this time re¬ 
siding at Patni, as Deputy-Governor of Bchar. He took the lead 
in the conspiracy against the Nawdb, and gradually gathered round 
him a strong body of Afghan troops. Agents were despatched to 
Dehli to bribe the ministers of the Emperor to support the con¬ 
spirators. In the beginning of the year 1740, Alf Vardf KMn 
found himself strong enough to revolt openly, and to march south¬ 
wards to Bengal. After some treacherous negotiations, a battle was 
fought at Gherii, near the Ganges, about 22 miles north of the city 
of Murshidibdd. The event of the battle was quickly decided by 
the death of Sarfariz Kh£n, who was killed by a musket ball while 
fighting bravely from an elephant. 

(4) Ali Vardi Khan, the last of the great Naw£bs of Bengal, whose 
name in full was Hassim-ul-Dauli Alf Vardf Khdn Mahibdt Jang, 
immediately took possession of the mastiad of state. Out of the 
accumulations which he found in the treasury, he sent large presents 
to the Emperor and his courtiers, and was forthwith confirmed in 
the government of the three Provinces. It appears, however, that 
he never remitted the revenues to Dehli, for soon after this date 
the Mughul dynasty lost all semblance of real power. He ruled at 
MurshidiMd for 16 years, during a most troubled period of Bengal 
history. The commencement of his reign was disturbed by outbreaks 
in Orissa. These were no sooner quelled than the Marhattis began 
their annual invasions, ravaging the entire country to the west of 
the Bhigirathf, and repeatedly penetrating to the suburbs of the city 
of Murshid£bdd. Throughout all this time, the European settle¬ 
ments on the Hdglf were growing in power, and formed a continual 
source of anxiety. AH Vardi Khdn showed a bold front to all 
these surrounding dangers, and was equally conspicuous for his 
energy in the field and for the excellence of his civil administration. 
His first concern was to expel from Orissa the partizans of the late 
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Nawdb. This was effected without much difficulty; but this remote 
province was always a centre of disaffection during his entire reign. 
In 174E he was twice called away in person to take the field in 
Orissa; and on the second occasion; as he was returning in triumph 
to Murshidih^dj, he was surprised near Baldwin by the Marhatlis, 
This is the first occasion on which these mounted marauders 
appeared in Bengal. The present body of invaders consisted 
of 40,000 cavalry; and were sent by the Marhattd chief of Berar, to 
enforce his claim to the ihauth or one-fouith part of the revenues. 
The small force that attended the Nawdbwas utterly unable to cope 
with this army.- It lost all its baggage, and through want of food 
was put to the greatest distress. After a three days' running fight, 
Kitwd was reached, where All Vaidi Khdn was rendered secure 
from further attack, owing to his command of the water communi¬ 
cation. During the rainy season of 1741-42 the Maihattds remained 
in the neighbourhood,, plundering far and wide; hut drey never 
dared to cross the Bbdgirathi in any considerable numbers. On 
one occasion, instigated by a renegade called Mfr Habib, who had 
been an influential minister under former Hawdbs, they made an 
attempt upon the city of Marshiddbdd, which was unfortified. They 
plundered the suburbs, and are said to have obtained a booty of 3 
lakhs of rupees from the bank of Jagat Seth. The inhabitants, 
for the most part, moved with their families and effects across the 
Ganges ; and the Nawib also despatched his treasures beyond that 
river ta God^gdrL This was the time when the English obtained 
permission to fortify their territory. An entrenchment was dug at 
Calcutta, since known as the Marhatt^ Ditch; and the factory at 
Kiisimba^dr was surrounded with a brick, wall and bastions. In 
October *742, All Vaxdf Khdn crossed the JBhigirathi by a bridge 
of boats and attacked the Marhattas, who were encamped at 
Kdtwi. He is said to have defeated them here, and a second time 
before the dose of the year at Midnapnr. In 1743 the Marh&tds 
returned ; but on this occasion they came in two separate armies, 
one from Berar and the other from Fund. AM Vardf Khan avoided 
the battle by playing off the one chief against the other. He lost 
no men in the field, but he paid an enormous sum to his Fund 
ally, and the unhappy villagers were plundered indiscriminately by 
both of the Marhattd armies. In the following year, 1744, the 
Berar Marhattds again arrived, demanding a heavy contribution, 
such as their Bund brethren had received. The Kaw^b took 
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advantage of their avarice, invited the leaders to a personal con¬ 
ference, and there caused them to be massacred. The Marhatti 
army was then attacked and defeated. The memory of this exploit 
preserved Bengal for two years from the foreign invader; but an 
internal revolt now occupied the interval. Mustafd Khdn was the 
most distinguished general of the Nawdb’s army, and was also his 
principal councillor. On account of some fancied slight, he broke 
out in rebellion, and led off into Bchar some of the Afghrin soldiery. 
He was before long defeated and killed, but he had managed to 
draw the Marhattds into an alliance with himself From this date 
until 1751, Alf Vardi Khdn was continually pressed both by the 
Marhattds and the Afghdns, as well as by rebellions of his own 
generals and nearest relatives. Behar and Orissa were the two 
most unruly provinces, but it would be tedious to describe the many 
revolts, battles, and massacres of which they were the scene. 
Bengal seems always to have remained tranquil and loyal to the 
Nawdb. It is recorded that the zaminddrs on one occasion, during 
the Marhattd wars, advanced to him a kror and a half of rupees, 
or one million and a half sterling. In 1750, AH Vardi Khdn 
encountered the unkindest blow of all His grandson, Sirdj-ud- 
Dauld, whom he had always treated with lavish kindness, and whom 
he had from the first nominated as his successor, headed a rebellion 
against him. The revolt was never formidable, and was promptly 
put down by the Governor of Patnd. AM Vardi Khdn was at this 
time afflicted with a fever. Old age also was coming upon him, 
and at last he permitted himself to grant permanent concessions to 
the Marhattds, against whom he had always hitherto defended his 
territory with varying success. In 1751 he ceded to them the 
Province of Orissa, and, in addition, agreed to pay them annually 
12 Idkhs of rupees, or ^120,000, as the diauth of Bengal. The 
five years from this date till his death in 1756 formed the only 
quiet period of his reign. He had chosen Sirdj-ud-Dauld for his 
successor, and latterly entrusted him with considerable power, 
which the spoilt boy wantonly misused, and by his acts of cruelty 
and debauchery was already preparing his destined fate. AH Vardi' 
Khdn died in his eightieth year, and was buried in the garden of 
Khush Bdgh, on the right bank of the Bhdgirathi opposite Muti-jhiL 
His character and mode of life are thus described by the native 
chronicler:—‘ All Vardi Khdn from his early youth was not addicted 
to idle pleasures, as wine and opiates, music, or the company of 
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courtezans He was regular in his devotions., and assiduously 
abstained from all things forbidden by the divine law'. s He gene¬ 
rally rose two hours before day, and, after ablution and prayer, 
drank coffee with his select companions, At daybreak lie gave 
public audience, when the commanders of his army, the civil 
officem, and persons of all ranks who had any applications to make 
Were admitted without reserve, to set forth their business, and 
received satisfaction from his bounty. At the expiration of two 
hours lie retired to a private apartment, where such only as were 
invited came. These were generally his nephews, Muazish Mu* 
haminad, and Sayyid Ahmad, his grandson, Sirij-ud-Daul£, and 
particular friends. Pieces of poetry were now* recited, or histoiy 
or anecdotes read to him; and sometimes he even amused 
himself with giving directions to his cooks, who prepared victuals 
before him according to his palate. The officers of different 
departments, if necessary, also came for orders. He then sat down 
to eat with his friends, and many shared the bounties of his table. 
When the meal was over, the company retired to repose. At this 
time a story-teller always attended to relate some amusing narrative. 
He generally arose about an hour after mid-day, performed his 
devotions, and read in the Kurd?i tilt near four. After saying the 
prescribed prayers, and drinking a draught of water cooled widr ice 
or saltpetre, he received learned men, in whose company he daily 
spent an hour, hearing them discuss points of divinity and Jaw for 
his information. When they retired, the officers of the revenue, 
with Jagat Seth, his banker, were admitted, and gave him the in¬ 
telligence received from Dehli and every province of the empire, 
also of each district of his own Government; after which he issued 
his orders to them, as the nature of the business required. An hour 
passed in this manner, and sometimes his near relations were 
allowed to be present. By this, time night set in, lights were brought, 
and with them certain jesters and buffoons, who entertained him 
with their repartees on each other for a short time. He then retired 
to prayers; after which he sat in private with his own Begum, to 
receive the visits of near female relations till nine o’clock. The 
women then departed, and men were admitted who li&d business 
with him, till he retired to sleep, generally early, and without eating. 
In this manner he passed his time, having stated hours for every 
employment He was unequalled in his benevolence to his rela¬ 
tions, friends, and former acquaintance in his lower fortunes. 


lU STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MUFSFIDABAD. 

particularly to those who hud shown him the smallest kindness 
when he was distressed at Dehli in his youth;, sending for them or 
their children to bis court, and conferring favours on them beyond 
their expectation. 3 When the French general, Bussy, after the death 
of Naair Jang, die Nixim of the Dakhan, wrote to him in pompous 
terms of his victory, and recommended the factory q: Chandemagar 
to bis protection, he reflected upon die similarity of disposition 
between his intended successor, Eiiij-ud-Dauld, whose enmity to 
the English ho was apprized of, and the unfortunate Subahddr of 
tEue D&kbin, at the same time saying, ‘he feared that after his death 
the Europeans would become masters of many parts of Hindustan. 3 
Mustafh Kbdn, his principal general, had endeavoured to prevail 
upon him to expel the English from Calcutta, anti seize their 
wealth; but receiving no reply to his advice, he urged it again, 
through the NawAb's nephews,. Nuacish Muhammad and Sayyid 
Ahmad r Alf Vandl Khdn returned no answer, but shortly after 
said in private to the latter, H My child, Mustafa Khdh is a soldier, 
and wishes us to be constantly in need of his service ; but how 
came you to join in his request ? What have the English done 
against me, that 1 should use them ill? It is now difficult to -ex¬ 
tinguish fire on land; but should the sea be :n flames, who can put 
it out? Never listen to such advice as his, for the result would 
probably be fataL' * In consequence of these sentiments, 7 continues 
Stewart (History of Bengal^ ed. 1847, p. 305), ‘ the Europeans were 
little molested during his government, and were permitted to carry 
on their commerce according to the tenor of the Jarmans they had 
received from the Emperor, on making the usual presents.' 

It is in the reign of Alf Yard! Khin that the authentic documents 
of the English Government first begin to throw light upon the affairs 
of Bengal. The following passages arc based upon Mr. Long’s 
Sdetft&u from Unpublished Records* The quarrel there described 
between the Nawdb and the English shows that the expressions of 
Stewart quoted above are scarcely appropriate, and that Sirij-ud- 
DauMj when he marched upon Calcutta, was intending merely to 
follow' with greater decision in the stops of his grandfather. 

Of the Government Records at Calcutta, the earliest is dated 
February 1748, and shows the alarm produced throughout Bengal 
by the Marhattd invasion of that year. The Mar hat t is had hoarded 
and plundered the rich fleet of barges which was carrying the silks 
of the Company down the Hdgii. The scene of this outrage was 
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near Kitwd* which tos always the headquarters of these marauders. 
It would seem that the Marhattis were in the habit of respecting 
the property of the English, for this occurrence is regarded as most 
unusual Negotiations for the recovery of the lost silk were opened 
through Ulna Char&n (Omidiund), and the MaibatM general ex¬ 
pressed his regret that such a thing should have taken place against 
his orders. In January 1749 a cause of quarrel arose between the 
English and the Nawdb. A king’s ship had seized several vessels 
laden with the goods of various HtSglf merchants* Muhammadan 
and Armenian, and also containing things of value belonging to the 
Naw£k AUVardf EMn sent a patwdn<i to the Governor of Fort 
William, which concluded with the following menace : i As you are 
not permitted to commit piracies, therefore I now write you* that on 
receipt of this you deliver up all the merchants' goods and effects 
to them, as also what appertains unto me, otherwise you may be 
assured a due chastisement in such manner as you least expect/ 
The Council first attempted to pacify the Nawdb by the present of 
a fine Arab horse, and contemplated measures of retaliation against 
the Armenian merchants of Calcutta, It soon appeared, however, 
that All Vaidi Kbfin was in earnest. He ordered on all the 
gttw&sktds of the Company's aurang r* and stopped the boats which 
were bringing down their goods. At Dacca he went so far as to cue 
off the supply of provisions, and reduced 1 the gentlemen * of that 
place to the greatest straits. He surrounded the factory at Kasim- 
hizir with troops, and finally compelled the English to come to his 
own terms, 1 The English got off after paying to the Naw^b* 
through the Seths, twelve Idkhs of rupees,! On another occasion, 
All Vardi Kh£n demanded the estate of a Turk (Musalm&n), who 
had died at Calcutta intestate and without relatives. In 1751, 
after his claim had been paltered with for many years, he again 
threatened to order an attack on the factory at Kfisimh^zli. The 
Council forthwith paid over the value of the estate* and were 
compelled to add a further Jump sum for interest. 

(5) Siejlj-ud-Daula (Surajah Dowlah) was the eldest son of Z#in- 
ud-Dln, who was both the nephew and son-in-law of the late Nawib, 
His name was properly Mfrzi Mahmud* but his grandfather* on his 
own accession to the Government, had procured for him from 
Dehli the title of Sirij-nd-Dauli, by which he is known in history. 
He was early adopted by AH Vaidi KWn for his heir* and from a 
child was indulged in the gratification of every caprice. In 17 53, A 1 l 
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V&rtjf KMn placed! his grandson by his side on the masmd as his 
successor, when the boy was only fifteen years old. This is the 
date given by Stewart {HisUry of Bengali ed, *847, p. 508). It is 
stated, however, in Mr. Long's Records, of the date August 175a, 
that the NawAb Sirij-ud’Dauli, whom Ali Vardi K.htfn had ap¬ 
pointed to be his successor, was arrived at Hdglf, The President, 
accompanied by two other members of Council and the Com¬ 
mandant, went to greet him with a present The various 
articles which composed the present were valued at nearly Rs. 
idjooo. The President was 'received by the Nawab with the 
utmost politeness and distinction, far superior than (sic) was paid 
to the Dutch or French. If these people’s words arc ever to be 
confided in/ continues the despatch to the Court of Directors, " we 
flatter ourselves that the expense we have been at on this occasion 
has procured you great favour, and will be the means of your 
business being conducted without any interruption from the 
Government for some time to come/ From this time he was 
permitted to interfere in the affairs of Government, though 
his grandfather aid not die until 1756. His uncle, Kuaiish 
Muhammad, was then the Governor J of Dacca mid the eastern 
Districts, and the most influential man in the State. His power 
and wealth excited the envy of Sirfj-ud-DauM; and his two 
deputies were murdered. Huazish Muhammad himself died, with¬ 
out leaving any children. His widow, Ghasfti Bcgam, inherited his 
palace at Muti-jhil, and the treasures which it contained. The 
first act of Sirdj-ud-DauR, on finding himself freed from restraint 
by the death of Alf Vardf Klhrfn, was to storm this palace, and 
seize on the inheritance of his aunt The treasury is said to have 
contained no less than sixty-one lakhs of rupees in gold and silver, 
and the value of the jewels, plate, elephants, etc., to have amounted 
to as much more. The next act, within two months after bis ac¬ 
cession, was his rupture with the English on some slight pretext, 
and his march on Calcutta. It is not necessary to repeat the 
oft-told stories of the f Black Hole/ and of the battle of Plassey. 
After his defeat, the Nawflb fled up the Ganges towards Patni; 
when opposite Rijmah£l he was betrayed by a fakir, whom he had 
maltreated in his day of prosperity, and was sent back a prisoner to 
the house of Mir Jafai in Murshiddbfld. Immediately on his arrival, 
he was murdered by the orders of Miriu, the son of Mir Jafar. 

(6) Mir Jafar (Meer Jaffier) was nominated by the English to 
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succeed to the Sul*ah, as a- reward for bis support against the 
late Nawcib. He had been a distinguished general under All 
Vardf KMn, whose half-sister he had married, but he had been 
disgraced for disaffection. He was, however, after a time reinstated 
in favour, and appointed Bdkslii or paymaster-general. On his 
dismissal from this office by £irij-ud-Dauli, he commenced to plot 
against him, and finally attached, himself so closely to the English 
as to receive the nickname of 1 Clive's jackass,’ It was on June 
six days after the battle of Rawey, that Colonel Clive 
entered the csty of MurshidiMd, escorted by a guard of 200 
Europeans and 300 sip&Ms, and took possession of the palace and 
garden of Mordd Biigh, which had been allotted as his residence. 
On the same day he visited the Xawdb’s palace at Mauiiuganj, 
and in the hall of audience took Mir Jafar by the hand, led 
him to the empty monad of Sirij-nd-nauld, and seated him thereon. 
He then presented him with a salver of gold mohurs , and con¬ 
gratulated him on his accession to the government of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa. Difficulties soon arose about the payment 
of the price of this elevation. The treasuries of MurshiddMd 
contained, no doubt, a large amount of coin, but henceforth the 
sources from which they were replenished began to dry up. Indi¬ 
viduals still continued to accumulate considerable wealth, but the 
ordinary administration of the Government and the collection of 
the revenues became disorganized. 

The following description of the treasuries of Mursliiddhid is 
mainly taken from the Sair-i-Mut&hharim. The translator of that 
work 1 states that Mr, Walsh, the Commissary of the army, informed 
him that he accompanied Colonel Clive, Mr. Waits the Resident, 
Mr, Lushmgton, R^tn Chand the writer, and Naba Krishna fhe 
muns/iij into the vaults of the palace. They found stored up 
there, ;£ 176,000 in silver, £250,000 in gold, two chests of gold 
ingots, four chests of set jewels, and two smaller ones, containing 
loose stones and gems. It is supposed, however, that this was 
only the outer treasury, and that the English were deceived by 
their astute Bengali associates. 1 The custom,’ says the chronicler, 
s was common even with private men of keeping the more precious 
articles, as well as the bulk of the coined money, within the zvndnd 
or women's apartment/ This inner treasury of 5 iidj-ud-Daui£ is 
asserted to have contained eight million pounds sterling. The whole 
1 -Jarir- t-Mutd&tarim, yoI. i. pare is. p, 773, not*. 
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of this enormous sum is said to have been distributed between Mir 
Jafsr* Kam Chand, Xaba Krishna, and Amin Bog Kbiu. It is 
not probable that the new Kawdb succeeded in retaining much 
of his share, but we know enough about the circumstances of the 
others to render this marvellous story not altogether incredible. 
Elm Chand, at the time of the battle of Plassey, was a writer on 
R,r do ?. month. He died ten years afterwards, worth ^£720,000 } 
in cash and bills; and he also left 400 large w-ater-pots, So con¬ 
taining gold, and die rest silver, 180,000 in land, and jewels to 
the value of ^2 00,000, The wealth, of Naba. Krishna may be 
estimated from the fact that he was able to spend ^90,000 upon 
the funeral of his mother. His salary in 1767 as political fomi&n 
to the Company, to which post he had been appointed at the 
personal recommendation of Lord Clive, was only Rs. 200 a month. 
With reference to the proportion of the spoil that fell to the share 
of the English, the Committee of the House of Commons in 1773 
disclosed a total of ^3,3^8,575, which represents, it must be remem¬ 
bered, only the sums which were acknowledged to have been 
received. It was impossible that this vast sum of money should 
be paid over on one and the same day; but coin to the value of So 
lakhs of Tupces, or ^££00,000, was immediately placed on board 
barges and sent down the river to Calcutta. 

Mfr Tafar was now Naw£b of Bengal, but owing to his imbecil¬ 
ity of character, he never overcame the financial embarrassment 
caused by these donations, The Calcutta Council, also, ran rapidly 
through the wealth which had been so easily acquired. It was 
necessary both for the Nawib and the English to maintain large 
armies to defend Bengal from the enemies who encircled the 
country. The English could not pay their troops without assist¬ 
ance from the Kawdb, but bis treasury was now empty, and his 
own troops were also unpaid. The energy of big son Milan sup¬ 
ported the Government fur a season, but he died in 1760. The 
troops forthwith broke into open revolt, and Mir Jafar was com¬ 
pelled to cede his power into the more capable hands of bis son- 
in-law, Mir Khsim. 

(7) Mir Kasim (Meer Cossim) won the throne by means of his 
intrigues at Calcutta, and distributed among the members of Council 
20 l&hhs of rupees or ^200,000 as the price of his elevation. At 
the same time he assigned to the Company the revenues of the three 
Districts of Bardw^n, Midnapur, and Chittagong, From the first. 
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however, he seems to have resolved to attempt to recover his Inde¬ 
pendence, and to reduce the English to the position which they 
occupied in the good old days of All Vardf KMu. He was 
eminently successful in restoring good order in the administration. 
He reduced to obedience all the rebellious zamind&rs / and effected 
such reforms in the financial department, that within eighteen months 
he discharged the whole of his pecuniary obligations to the English, 
and satisfied both his own and his predecessor's troops. It is 
stated in Grants Analysis of the Finances of Bengal, that Mir Kisim 
raised the total abi&dv or extraordinary taxation by no less than 
Rs. 7,4^1,340 ; and this, it must be recollected, from a diminished 
area. He remodelled his army on the fashion of the Company's 
sipdhU^ and from his prolonged absence in Behax, appeared to have 
transferred the seat of Government from MnrsbidiMd to Monghyr. 
The rupture with the English was not long delayed, but its imme¬ 
diate cause may be distinctly traced to the rapacity and insolence 
of the Company’s servants of that rime. They laid claim to an 
absolute freedom from transit duties in all the departments of their 
trade, not only for the operations of the Company, but also for the 
speculations of each individual. These pretensions could not be 
resisted, and the state of affairs that resulted is thus described by 
Mr. Verekt, who was him self in Bengal at the time {View of Bengal, 
pp. & and 46):—‘ At this time many black merchants found it ex 
pedient to purchase the name of any young writer in the Company's 
service by loans of money, and under this sanction harassed and 
oppressed the natives. ... A trade was carried on without payment 
of duties, in the prosecution of which infinite oppressions were com¬ 
mitted. English agents aigi(mdskfds > not content with injuring the 
people, trampled on the authority of Government, binding and 
punishing the Haw£b’s officers whenever they presumed to interfere. 
This was the immediate cause of the war with Mfr K£sim;' Mr, 
Van&ittart, a Madras civilian introduced by Lord Clive, was at this 
rime governor of Fort William, and ft should be recorded in his 
honour that he always opposed himself to the system which, per¬ 
mitted these enormities. He found, however, only a single sup¬ 
porter in the Council, the gTCat Warren Hastings. The latter was 
so out-spolcen in reprehension of the course of conduct by which 
the natives were being oppressed, that he was subjected to the 
grossest insults from his brother-cour* tillers. He was charged, 
together with the Governor, in a minute delivered in by Mr. Batson, 
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* with actihg the part rather of a retained solicitor of the Nawdb 
than of a servant of the Company or a British subject, 1 An alterca¬ 
tion ensued, Mr. Batson gave him the lie, and struck him in the 
presence of the Board Within less than a month, war was declared 
against the Nhwib by the majority of the Council, while both the 
Governor and Warren Hustings stood neutral. But the news of the 
expulsion of the English from Patni arrived at this time, and Warren 
Hastings recorded his altered views in the following minute:— £ It 
was my resolution, as soon as a war should be declared, to resign 
the Company's service, being unwilling to join in .giving authority to 
past measures of which I disapproved. * . * But since our late 
melancholy advices, it is my intention to join my endeavours for 
the good of the service as long us the war shall last/ 

The proximate cause of hostilities was- on this wise, Mir Kiaim, 
after much Begot iution, hud agreed to a convention, which was also 
accepted by Mr. Vansittart, the Governor, that a duty of only g per 
cent should be paid by Englishmen, which was immensely below 
the rate exacted from other traders. This convention, however, 
was repudiated by the Council at Calcutta. The Nawdb, in. re* 
taliation, resolved to abandon all duties whatever on the transit of 
goods, and to throw the trade of tile country perfectly open. This 
resolution was still more disagreeable to the Company^ servants 
than the convention had been, A deputation, consisting of Mr. 
Hay and Mr, Amyatt, was despatched to Monghyr, where Mir 
Kasim had fixed his residence. But it was now too late for negotia¬ 
tion, Disputes between the gumdsJit&s of the English and the 
Muhammadan officers were breaking out daily in every District of 
Bengal. Mr, Ellis, the Chief of Patnd, threatened to commence 
hostilities by occupying the city with his sipdhls, The Nawdb 
seised some boats laden with aims for that place, as they were 
passing up the Ganges under the wails of Monghyr. Mr, Ellis 
surprised and took the city of P&tnd; and Mr. Amyatt* who was 
on Ins return to Calcutta, was attacked by the people of the Nawdb 
and massacred with all his attendants. The scene of this tragedy, 
which served only to stir up the English to revenge, was the beautb 
ful reach of the Bhagiratlil which lies between MurshidiMd and 
Kisimbizir. The war opened favourably for the Nawdb. The 
English at Patni were attacked while scattered through the town, 
overpowered, and taken prisoners. The whole of Bengal as far 
south as the present District of Nadiyd was occupied by the 
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Muhammadans, and the factory of Kismibtfdr was for the second 
time plundered. The English concentrated their forces at Agradwfp 
near Nadiyi, After some trifling engagements they recovered 
possession of Hursbidihid* and encountered tire mails body of the 
Nawdb'g forces at Gberii, near the departure of the Bhagirathi from 
the Ganges, on July 24, 1763. In the end* the victory of the 
English was complete, and as the result of the battle of Gherii, 
Bengal was for the second time conquered. Mfr Kisim fled to 
Monghyr, where he caused the two Seths, the great bankers* whom 
he had dragged with him from Mtrrshidibid, to be thrown from 
the bastions of the^ fortress into the river, and ordered the murder 
of his English prisoners at Fatal The battle of Buxar finally 
drove him to take refuge among the HohilMs; and he is said to 
have retired finally to Deb Si, where he died in 1777* in great indi¬ 
gence and obscurity. 

Mir JafaUj Nawib for the second time. On the first outbreak 
of hostilities, the English had resolved to depose Mir Kfsim, aid to 
place a more complaisant Nawdb on the inasnad. Negotiations 
were accordingly opened with Mfr Jafar, who was residing for the sake 
of safety at Calcutta, He was willing to consent tD every demand 
made upon him, and was accordingly reinstalled at MeTshiddh£d. 
The price of this new revolution amounted to more than -£ i, 700,000; 
and in addition* the Compands servants gained their main object, 
the exemption of their own goods from all duties, and the reimposi- 
don of the old charges upon all traders but themselves. Mir Jafar 
gained but little by his abject submissiveness, except the transmis¬ 
sion of the title to bis family. He was already broken by age and by 
disease. His death took place in January 1765* and is said to have 
been hastened by the unseemly importunity with which the English 
at Calcutta pressed upon him their private claims to restitution. * 

( 3 ) Nazim- ud-D aula, the eldest surviving son of Mir Jafar, was 
chosen by the English to succeed his father ; and in accordance 
with the explicit conditions of his advancement, divided j£"i 40,000 
among the members of Council. This payment is the more note¬ 
worthy, as there could be no pretext for saying that it was the 
reward for any services rendered, or the compensation for any loss. 
The whole also went into the pockets of individual civilians, and 
none to the Company or to the army. The new N&w&b was about 
so years of age at this time, and died within three years ; but his 
short rule witnessed one more of the steps by which the Mu ham- 
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madan power was gradually superseded ► Iti May 1765, Lord Clive 
arrived at Calcutta with full power as Cowhander-in- Chief, 
President, and Gcwemor io Bengal, Among his sweeping reforms 
was the settlement, which he assumed would be final, of the rela¬ 
tions between the Nawdb and the Company. Within two months 
after landing in India, he proceeded to MhrshiddbddL The Mawtib 
was required to resign the management of the revenues and the 
command of his troops—in short, to make over the Subahdlri to the 
Company. An annual sum of sikkd Rs. 5 ,3 8 6, r 31, or about ^doo, ooo, 
was allowed to him for the expenses of his court and the administra¬ 
tion of justice. He was further required to submit to the control of 
a hoatd of advisers in all his affairs. This board was composed 
of Rdja Dulabh R£m, Jagat Seth, and Muhammad Resi KMn; 
and in addition, a servant of the Company W'&s always to reside at 
Murshtddbdd and exercise a general superintendence. The cha¬ 
racter of the young prince may be conjectured from die joy with 
which he accepted these proposals. * Thank God, ? he exclaimed. 
f l shall now have as many dancing girls as I liked The rent-roll, 
which he abandoned with a light heart, is estimated in Grant’s 
Analysis of the Finances, of Bmgal at Rs. 25,624,223. To this 
total, which was tire revenue of Bengal ptoper alone, there must be 
added 65 Idkhs proceeding from the Subnh of Behar, and 11 Idkhs 
more as the annual revenue of Miduapur, which was then the only 
portion of Orissa which recognised Muhammadan authority. The 
total effective income of Bengal with its dependencies m 1765 was 
about three krgrs and 32 Idkhs of sthM rupees, or nearly 3^ millions 
sterling, Lord Clive next proceeded to the English camp in the 
north-west, and there received in person from the Emperor, Shdh 
Alarn, the grant of the Diw&ni or financial administration of 
•Bengal, Behai, and Orissa. The date of this memorable event 
was August ii) 1765. In the following year Lord Clive took his 
seat as Diwrtn at Muti-j bilinear Mursbidabdd, and in concert with 
the Nawdb, who sat as Naz£m, opened the Funy^, or ceremony 
of commencing the annual collections of revenue, in full darhdt\ 
On Sth May 1766, a few days after this ceremony, N&dm-ud-DttoH 
died, His habits had not been such as conduce to health, but 
suspicions of foul play were created by the suddenness of his end. 

(9) SATF-UD-DAtmA, his brother, a youth of sixteen, succeeded. 
By the treaty wkh the Company which placed him. on the vtctsmid, 
his annual i stipend' w&s fixed at stkkd Rs, 4,186,13a, or about 
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,£450,000, He died of smaJI-pox, in 1769, the year of the great 
famine. 

(to) Mcbarak-ue-Daula, another son of Mir Jafar, and a child 
of but a few years of age, was appointed Nawab, and at first 
similar arrangements were mad-e with him as bad endured during 
the lives of his two "brothers. On his accession, the Governor and 
Council of Fort William agreed to pay him an annual * stipend 5, of 
sikkd ft5, 3,181,991, or nearly £350,000. The Court of Directors 
in England had, however, now resolved on a new policy, to which 
ihe infancy of the Nun-rib readily lent itself They had determined 
to 1 stand forth as Dfwrin, and by the agency of the Company's 
servants to take upon themselves the entire care and management of 
the revenues.' This resolution was formed in 1771, and Warren Has¬ 
tings, the first Governor-General of Bengal, was to cany it into effect, 
In the same year, availing themselves of the plea of the non-age of 
the Nawib, and under the pressure of their pecuniary embarrass¬ 
ments, they had ordered the anuria) stipend of the Nawrib to be re¬ 
duced to sixteen- Id/c/u of rupees, or £"1(50,000,—the sum at "which 
it has- stood to the present, day. This reduction was, accordingly, 
effected in January 1772. In April 13 of the same year, Warren 
Hastings arrived in Calcutta, and before that month was out, the 
great reform had been effected. Muhammad Rezi KMn, the Nalb 
Diwfin at Murshidabid, and Rdj£ Sbitib JRii, who filled the same 
office at Fatntf, were both suddenly apprehended, and brought 
down as prisoners to Calcutta,.. Their offices were abolished, the 
Malsd, or principal office of revenue,.was transferred from Mur- 
shiaibid to Calcutta; and the Council, with Hastings at its head, 
was constituted a Board of Revenue, assisted by a subordinate 
native functionary who was termed Rii RAyan. The supreme 
judicial power in criminal cases was at. the same time vested in the 
President and Council. But it was soon found that this additional 
duty involved too great responsibility, and. in October 1775 the 
Court of Nizdmat Adilat was moved back to MursbidAMd, and 
again placed under the control of Muhammad RezA KMn, as Mib 
Mzim. The name of Collector, together with many of the func¬ 
tions discharged by that officer, also owes its existence to the 
reform of 177a. There was yet one more step to be taken. Lord 
Cornwallis, in 1790, announced that he had 'resolved to accept the 
superintendence of the administration of criminal justice throughout 
the provinces. 1 ' The Niz^mat Ad&lat was a second time transferred 
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from Murghiddbid to Calcutta, to consist of the Governor-General 
and members of the Supreme Council, assisted by tbe head native 
law officers. In 1793, four Courts of Circuit, each superintended 
by a covenanted servant of the Company, were established for the 
trial of cases not punishable by the Magistrates* 

The only function of Government that remained to the Muham¬ 
madans was thus transferred directly into English hands, ami the city 
of Murshiddbdtl ceased to bear any longer the semblance of a 
capital \ and the hfawdb lost the last shadow of his authority. 

From this date the words of Lord* Macaulay become strictly 
applicable: ‘ The heir of Mir Jafar still resides at Mnrshidib&l, 
the ancient capital of his house, still bears the title of Nawdb,is still 
accosted by the English as f£ Your Highness/ and is still suffered 
to retain a portion of the regal state which surrounded his ancestors, 
A pension of one hundred and sixty thousand pounds a year is 
annually paid to him by the Government. His carriage is sur¬ 
rounded by guards, each preceded by attendants with silver maces. 
Hls person and dwelling ate exempted from the ordinary authority 
' of the ministers of justice. But he has not the smallest share of 
political power, and is in fact only a noble and wealthy subject 1 As 
a matter of fact, only the sum of between y££o,oao and ^60,000 is 
placed at the disposal of the Nawdb. From the remainder are paid 
the stipends of the collateral branches of the family, and the balance 
constitutes a deposit-fund, out of which are defrayed the charges on 
account of the Agency and the College, together with other expenses 
incurred on account of tire family. 

The Nawdb Mubdrak-ud-Dauli died in 1796. The following is 
a list of the names of those who have since borne the title, together 
with the dates of their accession:— 

(31) N.azim-ul-Mulk. 1796. In 1 So 2, Viscount Valentia visited 
Murshidrfbdd, and had interviews with Mani Begam, the widow of 
Mir Jafar, and with the Nawih. In his Voyag e? and Travels by ih& 
Gang zj, yqL i. pp. 9 6 t rSS, he states that the magnificent jewels 
which tbe Nawdb was wearing at the time of his visit had been 
taken out of pawn, for the occasion, and that the creditors were 
waiting downstairs to watch and receive them again on his departure. 
He describes the palanquin of the Mawib as being all of doth of 
gold, with panels of glass, and doors of the same material. 

(12) Eaizad ZAiN-tro-mN Alt Khan. 18 to. 

(13) Humayun Jah. 1823. 
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(14) Mansuh Ali Khan. iS^S. The present Raw£b, who 
is now (1876) residing in England, near Brighton. 

Revenue under the Muhammadan Rule.—B y the financial 
reforms of Murshid Kuli Khan, Murshidlbdd was constituted one of 
the thirteen chuklahs into which the whole of Bengal was divided. 
The area of the old ch&klah of Muxshid£b£d cannot he compered 
with the present District It seems to have been coextensive with the 
whole of what was afterwards known as the saminddri of RijshdM* 
which included the greater part of the EAjsh£bi Division, and a great 
deal besides. It extended over the present Districts of R^jshdhl, 
Bogri, Fdbnd, and Mnrfihidibdd ; and covered also the larger por¬ 
tions of Maldah, Bfrb-hrim, and j\ adiyd. It is evident, therefore, that 
the revenue raised from this tract cannot be brought into comparison 
with the revenue of Mufsh£d£bdd District under the British rule. 
According to the assessment of 1722, which is given in detail in 
Giant's Analysis qf the Einanees of Bmgalj the revenue of Murshidl- 
bid chaldah amounted to Rs, 3,999,126, or more than one-fifth of 
the revenue of the entire Province of Bengal. This total, however, 
appears to include not only the land revenue, but also the mint 
duties of Mursbidabld, which yielded Rs, 304,103, and the Chnnn- 
lihdll taxes, which gave Rs. 311,603, This last item represents all 
the varying imposts on houses and on trade that were levied within 
the city of Mursbiddbdd, of which the export duties on silk formed 
a considerable portion. 

The rent-roll of 1723 contains also an estimate of the value of 
tbe jdgir or rent-free grant of kind, which was attached to the office 
of the Nawdb, and formed his recognised official income. This jdgir 
consisted of zgG entire or broken fargamu f scattered throughout 
the country, of which the annual rent was estimated in the Imperial 
boohs at Rs, 1,605,603 ; but, according to the principles of valua¬ 
tion adopted far the assessment of other &am{ftd<$rif, this estimate 
falls to Rs. *,070,465, It is curious to observe how closely the larger 
estimate approximates to the amount of the annual pension which 
has been paid to the Nawdb by the British since 177 2* ‘This jdgir 
was known as Sarkir AH, and formed the viceregal establishment 
of the Subahdir of the three Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 
out of which had to be defrayed a Targe portion of the military ex¬ 
penses of Government, the whole of the Khwdb's household expenses 
in bis private and. public capacity, together with the greater part 
of the civil-list charges, inclusive of those usually incurred in the 
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faujddrt or .high court of criminal judicature.’ Tire lands-were in¬ 
variably held under the direct management of the Njzdmat family. 

Revenue and Expenditure under British Administration, 
—It has been found impossible to present a comparative statement 
of the Revenue and Expenditure of Murshiddbidj such as has been 
given for oilier Districts* No materials exist for years earlier than 
1837 ; and those that liave been furnished to me by the Collector, 
for that year and subsequent periods, arc manifestly too incomplete 
to support any definite conclusions* It is not only that large sums 
arc entered upon each side of the balance sheet which are mere 
matters of account and transfer^ for that defect may he easily 
remedied, as in the case of other Districts, But, in addition to tliis, 
important items on the expenditure side, such as police, jails, aud 
education, are altogether omitted ; so that the net expenditure of 
those early years cannot, in any fair sense, be compared with the 
cost of administration at the present day. So far as regards the 
revenue, the only item which tells its own tale is that of the Land 
Revenue ; and the amount of progress under this heading will be 
given in detail in a subsequent paragraph. It has, however, been 
deemed advisable to print the gross balance sheets of the District 
in. early years in a condensed font] (p. 197); for though they are 
valueless for comparative purposes, they display the jnode in which 
the District accounts were formerly kept, and the large sums of money 
which used to pass through the Barhampur treasuiy. The net 
balance sheet for iS^o-jr (p, rgS) may be accepted as a tolerably 
correct statement of the amount of taxation levied in the District, as 
compared with die cost of loc^l administration. Wherever possible, 
the items are taken from the Reports of the several Departments; 
and the remaining figures have been supplied in a special report by 
f he Collector. There ane T however, some items on each side of the 
account which still require comment On the revenue side, the 
receipts derived from the Jangipur toll office have been inserted, 
though there is no corresponding entry on the expenditure side, ■ 
The expenses of keeping open the Bbigiratld, which are de¬ 
frayed from these tolls, are hept in the same account with those 
of the Nadiyi rivers generally, and not-charged upon the District of 
Morshidibid On the expenditure side of the account, the two 
fits!, items, c Collcctorate ' and L Commissioner's Office,’ have been 
accepted as furnished by the Collector, as probably including 

[S&fence wntinutd an page 199, 



Gro^s Balance Sheets of Muhshh>abad District tor the Years 1835-363 1851-53, 1&60-61 



Id thL31 abJc rupees have been inverted into Hie nearest pound sterii% and the odd shilling* have been discarded. 







■ Net Balance Sheet of Mukshieabau District, for the Year *£70-7 
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salaries as welt as establishment charges; though, in the case of 
other Districts, the salaries of the dvii servants have been taken 
from the Bengal Civil List, and a proportion of the Commissioners 
salary assigned to each District of the R 4 jsh£bf Division It must 
be recollected, too, that Murshiditrid is now (1876) no longer the 
headquarters of a Division, The item headed, * Assignments under 
Treaties and Engagements,' is not strictly a matter of District account, 
belt rather an imperial charge, recalling the days when MurshiMb^d 
city was the capital of Bengal, It must further be observed that the 
amount here given under this head, vi& ^£81,327, does not cover 
so much as one-half of the actual charges of the Nisdmai. 'Interest 
on Government Promissory Notes'may also he reckoned an im¬ 
perial rather than a local item of expenditure; and the following 
figure, entitled * Refunds and Deposits,' ought perhaps to be ex¬ 
cluded altogether, as a mere matter of account, Making the deduc¬ 
tions suggested, the net revenue of Murshid&btid District for iB'jo-’jt 
would amount to j£"i 92,046, 5s, id.; towards which the land revenue 
contributed ^£133,062, ics, od., or 6^28 per cent In die same 
way, the net expenditure for 1870-71 would amount to ^57,692, 
17 s, 6d., or 30'04 per cent, of the net revenue. 

To illustrate the sources of revenue in greater detail, I subjoin a 
statement taken from the Report of the Revenue Surveyor in r S £ 7 :— 

* The different collections made in Murshidibdd District are,—'(1) 
the land revenue; (2) the abMri or excise; {3) the chmtMddrl or 
police tax; (4) river tolls. 


(l.) Land Revenue-— 

T<iuji under fixed Revenue, 
Tbitji fluctuating, 


^129,310 o 
16 


^29,400 16 5 


Total, 

(2. ) AtedAot Excise— 

fiTuidi or country spirit from gut or itutMt/4, RSAS 5 5 9 

or country spirit from rite-, . , (7 7 

Tdri or toddy from date palm, . . . 632 to II 

Gdttjd from hemp, . . . . . 3, 1 74 1 1 

MvdoS from opium snd^tf, . . . 394.14 to 

Sabji or tlieied. hemp leaves for tmoklnj£, etc,, 22 14 0 

Mdjatri. or sweetmeat made from Opium, hemp, etc., 4 U 6 
European wines (retail}, , . . . 3 1 r 4 5 

European wines (wholesale), ... * 13 o 0 


TotuT, . 


■ ^,833 6 r 
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Brought forward. 
Deduct cost of collection, , 

, * 

. ^8,833 6 1 
. 1,071 9 11 


Net Total, 

• £ 7 , 76 i 16 2 

(3.) Chaukldtiri or police tax, . 
Deduct cost of collection, 

• 

. 3,416 19 8 
. 266 3 11 


Net Total, 

• £ 3 , * 5 ° *5 9 

(4.) River lolls, .... 

. 

, §,816 14 to 

Net Grand Total Receipts, 

/I49,I30 3 2 


‘When the Company first acquired possession of this part of 
Bengal, three other taxes were also collected, which have now 
become extinct:—(i) Mdnjki sa/dmi, a tax paid by boatmen, just as 
in other parts of the country collections used to be made from 
weavers, carpenters, smiths, and other artisans; (2) pdl salami, a 
tax paid by baldids or brinjdrds, who keep pack-bullocks for hire; 
(3) an abwdb , or increase of one dnnd in the rupee on certain articles, 
supposed to have been an ancient charity added at some remote 
period to the Government revenue.’ 

The Nizamat Fund. —Apart from the ordinary balance sheet of 
the District, but not altogether independent of the Barhampur 
treasury', there is kept the Nizimat Stipend Fund, which represents 
the annual assignment from the British Government towards the 
maintenance of the Naw£b Nizfm of MurshidiWd. The amount 
of this grant remains very nearly at the figure to which it was re¬ 
duced in the year 1771. It is now administered under Government 
officials, and from it are defrayed all the many miscellaneous charges 
connected with the state and luxury of the titular sovereign. In 
*873-74 the total net receipts credited to this fund, as given in the 
provincial balance sheet of Bengal, amounted to .£173,848, 4s. od. 
For the same year the expenditure is put down at £128,860. In the 
previous year the expenditure had been ,£142,464, 16s. od. This 
larger sura included a special payment of £2000 on account of the 
marriage of a daughter of the Nawdb ; charges for construction and 
repair of buildings, amounting to £5 700 more than in the succeed¬ 
ing year; and exceptional payments for establishment and pensions. 

Land Revenue. —The most important source of revenue has 
always been derived from the land tax, which still furnishes about 
two-thirds of the total receipts. Unfortunately, I have not been 
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able to obtain any information for the early years of English ad* 
ministration; and in Muhammadan times there was no fiscal unit 
at all corresponding to the present area of the District of Mursbidd- 
bfid. In 1835-36, the first year for which any figures have been 
furnished, the land tax yielded ^122,870 ; in 1851-52, \ 

in iS6o-6r, ^139,37 9; and in 1870-71 the total amount actually 
realized from land revenue amounted to ^133,062. It would 
appear, therefore, that during the period of the last thirty-five years, 
the amount of revenue raised from this source has increased by 
^10,192, or about 8 per cent. 

Subdivision op Estates. —In 1849-30 the total number of estates 
on the rent-roll of the District was 2656; the number of registered 
proprietors or coparceners paying rent direct to Government was 
45Si; the total land revenue paid was .£130,566, 43, od, - foe 
average for each estate being £49, 3 s. 2d,, and for each pro¬ 
prietor £28, los. ocl In 1870-71 the number of estates was 2853, 
and of proprietors or coparceners 5040 ; and the total land revenue 
paid amounted to £133,062, 10s, °d,; the average per estate being 
£46) 125. pd, and the average per proprietor £26, 8s. od. 

Rent Cases instituted under Act x, of 1839.—It has already 
been stated that this Act has had but little operation in enhancing 
rents in Murshidibid District, That application to its provisions is 
not uniformly oil the increase, is shown by the following statement of 
rent cases under Act x. or laws based upon that Act. In 1861-62, 
the number of original suits was 2732, and of miscellaneous cases 
2558; in 1862-63, the original suits were 2565, the miscellaneous 
cases 2SS5 ; in 1866-67, the original suits were 2684, the miscel¬ 
laneous cases 1865 j in r 863 - 6 g, the original suits were 2510, the 
miscellaneous cases 2911. 

Protection to Person and Property. —In 184E, the first year 
for which records are available, there were within foe District 4 
Magisterial Courts; in 1850, there were 3 Magisterial and ri Civil 
and Revenue Courts j in r S6o-6r, there were 13 Magisterial, 8 Civil, 
and 11 Revenue Courts; in 1870-71, there were 11 Magisterial, 7 
Civil, and 11 Revenue Courts, The number of covenanted civil 
servants stationed in the District was 4 in 184.1, 3 in 1850, 2 in 
1860-6 r, and 3 in 1870-71. 

Police Statistics- — For police purposes, Muxshidibid District 
was divided at the time of the Census of 1872 into foe fol¬ 
lowing twenty-five police circles or th&n&s .‘“In the sadr Sub- 
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division, (i) Sujiganj; (2) Gori-bizir; (3) Barwi; (4) Nawidi; 

(5) Hariharpiii; (6) Jalangi; (7) Gowis; (8) Daulatbizir; (9) 
Bhagwingoli; (10) Diwinsarii; (11) Badrihit; (12) Kaliinganj. 

In the Lilbigh Subdivision, (13) Asinpur; (14) Minullibizir; (15) 
Shihnagar; (16) Nalhiti; (17) Rimpur Hit. In the Kindi Sub¬ 
division, (18) Gokaran; (19) Khargion; (20) Bharatpur. In the 
Jangipur Subdivision, (21) Ragunithgnnj; (22) Mirzipur; (23) 
Palsl; (24) Sitl, and (25) Shamsherganj. Since 1872, the Subdivision 
of Rimpur Hit has taken the place of Kindi; and consequently 
the arrangement of the thdmis enumerated above has been altered 
to a certain extent The present police force of Murshidibid Dis¬ 
trict consists of three distinct bodies, namely, the regular or District 
police, a municipal police for the protection of the towns, and a 
village watch or rural police. The total strength and cost of main¬ 
tenance of each of these bodies arc as follow:— 

The Regular Police consisted of the following strength at 
the end of 1872:—2 superior European officers, maintained at a 
total salary of Rs. 850 a month, or ^1020 a year; 9 subordinate 
officers on a salary of upwards of Rs. 100 a month, or ^120 a 
year, and 130 subordinate officers on less than Rs. 100 a 
month, or ^120 a year, maintained at a total cost of Rs. 4685 
a month, or £5622 a year, or an average pay of Rs. 33. n. 3 
a month, or ^40, 8s. nd. a year, for each subordinate officer; and 
541 foot police constables, maintained at a total cost of Rs. 3751 
a month, or ^45 01, 4s. od. a year, or an average pay of Rs. 6. 

14. 11 a month, or 6s. 5& a year, for each man. The other 
expenses connected with the regular police are a sura of Rs. 140. 

8. o a month, or ^168,12 s. od. a year, as travelling expenses for the 

District and Assistant District Superintendents; Rs. 150 a month, • 
or a year, for pay and travelling allowances of their estab¬ 

lishments; and Rs. 1173. 1. 4 a month, or ^1407, 14s. od. a year, 
for contingencies and all other expenses; bringing up the total cost 

of the regular police in Murshidibid District in 1872 to Rs. 10,749. 

9. o a month, or ^12,899, 10s. od. a year. The total strength is 
682 men of all ranks. The area of Murshidibid District is 2578 
square miles, and the total population, as returned by the Census 
of 1872, is 1,353,626. According to these figures the total strength 
of the regular police is one'man to every 378 square miles of the 
District area, or one man to every 1984 of the population. The 
annual cost of maintenance is equal to Rs. 50. o. 7 or ^5, os. id. 
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per square mile of area, or R. o. i. 6 or z£d. per head of tie 
population. 

Tee Municipal Police at the end Gf 187? consisted of a force 
of 37 officers and 333 men, maintained at a total cost of Rs, 2147. 
24. S a mouth, or ^3577* 3os. od- a year, Mursbid.fMd District 
contains the five following municipalities:—(1) Murshiddbdd city, 
(2) Barham pur, (3) Kindi* (4) Jangipur, (5) Daulatdbdd, The 
population of the last of these five* which is only a chauMMH 
union, is not separately given by the Census Report of 187a. But 
according to the Report of the Inspector-General of Police* the 
total town population protected by municipal pohee is 102*200, 
which would give i policeman to every 292 inhabitants. The cost 
of the municipal police in tBjs, as compared with the town popula¬ 
tion, is 4 dnnds or 6d per head of the population,J 

The Rural Police or Village Watch in 187-2 consisted of 
5315 persons, maintained either by the zaminddrs or by the villagers, 
at an estimated total cost, including both sources, of Rs. r82,202 
or j£iB,22o, 4s. od. per annum, equal to one man to every '48 of 
a square mile of area, or one man to every 254 of the population. 
Each village watchman hna, on an average, cliarge of 47 houses, 
and receives an average pay in money or lands of Rs. 2. 14. 10 a 
month, or ^£3, Ss. 7 th a year. The cost of maintenance is equal 
to £>h 3 £' 4d. per square mile, or nearly 3-Jd. per head of the 
population. 

Including, therefore, the regular District police, the municipal or 
town police* and the rural constabulary, the machinery for protect¬ 
ing person and property in Mumhiddb^d District consisted, at the 
end of iBjs, of a total force of 6347 officers and men, equal to an 
average of one man to every '40 of a square mile as compared with 
the area, or one man to every 213 souls as compared with the 
population. The estimated aggregate cost, both Government and 
private* of maintaining this force, in 1S72, amounted to Rs. aS,c 5 o. 
35. 8 a month, or a total for the year of ^33,^97* 43. cd* equal to a _ 
charge of Rs. 330, ti, 4 or ^33, 3£, $d. per square mile of area, 
or R, a 4, a or 6d per head of the population. 

Criminal Statistics.—D uring the year 3S73, 2SS3 £ cognisable ’ 
cases were reported to tbe police, of which 5 S3 were discovered to 
be false, and 99 cases were not inquired into, under section cxvih 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, Convictions were obtained in 
594 cases, or j6'g£ per cent, of the i true 1 c&se§*-“tbe proportion of 
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* true’ cases being one to every 615 of the population, and the pro¬ 
portion of cases resulting in convictions one to every 2279 of ^e 
population. Of ‘ non-cognisable * cases, 2989 were instituted, in 
which process issued against 3837 persons, of whom 950 or 2475 
per cent, were convicted, the proportion of persons convicted of 
‘non-cognisable* offences being one to every 1425 of the popu¬ 
lation. 

The following details of the cases and convictions for different 
crimes and offences in 1872 are taken from the Report of the 
Inspector-General of Police for that year. The * cognisable 1 cases 
were as follow:—Class I. Offences against the State, public tran¬ 
quillity, safety, and justice—Offences relating to coin, stamps, and 
Government notes, 1 case, and 1 conviction, 3 persons tried, 2 
convicted; harbouring an offender, 3 cases, and no conviction, 2 
persons tried, no conviction; offences against public justice, 14 
cases, 6 convictions, 21 persons tried, 12 convicted; rioting or 
unlawful assembly, 75 cases, 22 convictions, 343 persons tried, and 
ri5 convicted; personating public servant or soldier, 3 persons 
tried, 2 convicted. Class II. Serious offences against the person— 
Murder by daiai/s, 1 case, no conviction; murder by robbers, 2 
cases, no conviction, 4 persons tried, none convicted; other 
murders, 9 cases, no conviction, 17 persons tried, no conviction; 
attempts at murder, 4 cases, no conviction, 1 person tried, no con¬ 
viction ; culpable homicide, 6 cases, 3 convictions, 2 2 persons tried, 

6 convicted; rape, 15 cases, 2 convictions, 23 persons tried, 2 
convicted ; unnatural offences, 3 cases, no conviction, 2 persons 
tried, no conviction; exposure of infants or concealment of birth, 
4 cases, 1 conviction, 1 person tried, and 1 convicted; attempt 
at and abetment of suicide, 13 cases, 4 convictions, 8 persons tried, 
4 convicted; grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting property or 
confession, 1 case, no conviction, 2 persons tried, no conviction; 
grievous hurt, 40 cases, 6 convictions, 60 men tried, 11 convicted ; 
hurt for purpose of extorting property or confession, 8 cases, no 
conviction, r6 persons tried, none convicted; hurt by dangerous 
weapon, 19 cases, 8 convictions, 22 persons tried, 10 convicted; 
kidnapping or abduction, 13 cases, 1 conviction, 17 persons tried, 

7 convicted; wrongful confinement and restraint, 18 cases, no con¬ 
viction, 27 persons tried, none convicted; selling, letting, or 
unlawfully obtaining a woman for prostitution, 1 case, no conviction, 

2 persons tried, none convicted; criminal force to public servant or 
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woman, or in attempt to commit theft, etc-, 47 csLses, ir convictions, 
54 persons tried, 18 convicted ; rash or negligent act causing death 
or grievous hurt, 3 cases, 3 convictions, 3. persons tried, 2 convicted,. 
Class III. Serious offences against person and property— Da&Hti, 
28 cases, S convictions, 133 persons tried, 27 convicted ; robbery in 
dwelling-house, 7 cases, 1 conviction, 2 persons tried, 1 convicted } 
robbery on tlie highway by night, 7 cases, no conviction, 4 persons 
tried, none convicted; other robberies, 14 cases, no convictions, 12 
persons tried, 3 convicted; serious mischief and cognate offences, 
40 cases, 2 Convictions, 25 persons tried, 5 convicted; lurking 
house trespass, or housebreaking with intent to commit an offence, 
or having made preparation for hurt, 510 cases, 30 convictions, 98 
persons tried, 42 convicted; house trespass with a view to commit 
an offence, or having made preparation for hurt, 26 cases, 8 convic¬ 
tions, 64 persons tried, 38 convicted; habitually receiving stolen 
property, 1 case, 1 conviction, 8 persons tried, 3 convicted. Class 
IV, Minor offences against the person--Hurt on grave or sudden 
provocation, 5 cases, no conviction ; wrongful restraint and confine¬ 
ment, 11S cases, 33 convictions, 211 persons tried, 82 convicted* 
Class V. Minor offences against property—Lurking house trespass 
or housebreaking, riS cases, 4 Convictions, 20 persons tried, 4 con¬ 
victed; cattle theft, 73 cases, 21 convictions, 73 persons tried, 22 
convicted; ordinary theft, 1060 esses, 205 convictions, S42 persons 
tried, 299 convicted; criminal breach of trust, 93 cases, ir convic¬ 
tions, 3 2 persons tried, 12 convicted; receiving stolen property, 
6 y cases, 4* convictions, 131 persons tried, 58 convicted; criminal 
or house trespass, 233 cases, 67 convictions, 343 persons tried, 153 
convicted. Class VX Other offences not specified above—-Vagrancy 
and bad character, 53 cases, 10 convictions, 52 persons tried, is 
convicted; offences under the Gambling Act, 15 cases, S convio 
dons, 113 persons tried, 89 convicted; offences under the Excise 
Laws, 45 cases, 24 convictions, yi persons tried, 42 convicted; 
offences under the Railway Laws, r case, it conviction, t person 
tried, r convicted; public and local nuisances, 68 cases, 50 convic¬ 
tions, 89 persons tried, 76 convicted. Total, 2S83 cases, and 594 
convictions; percentage of cases resulting in convictions to total 
* cognisable’ cases, zO’6o; 3017 persons tried, and n6r finally 
convicted; percentage of persons convicted to persons tried, 38^48. 

The number of cases instituted and of persons tried and con¬ 
victed in f non-cognisable * esses during TS72 is returned as follows: 
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—Class I. Offences against the State, public tranquillity, etc.— 
Offences against public justice, 60 cases, 92 persons tried, 46 con¬ 
victed; offences by public servants, 13 cases, 19 persons tried, 3 
convicted; false evidence, false complaints and claims, 43 cases, 72 
persons tried, xo convicted; forgery, and fraudulently using forged 
documents, 6 cases, 12 persons tried, 1 convicted ; offences relating 
to weighing and measuring, 2 cases, 2 persons tried, 2 convicted; 
rioting, unlawful assembly, or affray, 10 cases, 51 persons tried, 40 
convicted. Class II. Serious offences against the person—Causing 
miscarriage, 8 cases, 2 persons tried, no conviction. Class III. 
Serious offences against property—Extortion, 36 cases, 20 persons 
tried, 5 convicted. Class IV. Minor offences against the person 
—Hurt, 175 cases, 149 persons tried, 80 convicted; criminal force, 
1731 cases, 873 persons tried, 381 convicted. Class V. Minor 
offences against property—Cheating, 54 cases, 33 persons tried, 9 
convicted; criminal misappropriation of property, 34 cases, 40 per¬ 
sons tried, 16 convicted; criminal breach of trust by public servants, 
bankers, etc., 7 cases, 8 persons tried, 3 convicted ; simple mischief, 
204 cases, 148 persons tried, 36 convicted. Class VI. Other 
offences not specified above—Offences relating to marriage, 74 
cases, 74 persons tried, 12 convicted; criminal breach of contract 
of service, 2 cases, 2 persons tried, 1 convicted; defamation, 38 
cases, 25 persons tried, 8 convicted; intimidation and insult, 47 
cases, 20 persons tried, 12 convicted; public and local nuisances, 
14 cases, x6 persons tried, 13 convicted; offences under chapters 
xviii., xx., xxL, and xxii., Criminal Procedure Code, in cases, 157 
persons tried, 107 convicted; breach of law relating to Arms Act 
xxxi., 7 cases, 10 persons tried, 10 convicted; cattle trespass, 189 
cases, 197 persons tried, 74 convicted; contempt of court, 2 cases, 
2 persons tried, 2 convicted; breach of contract by workmen and 
labourers, 64 cases, 45 persons tried, 17 convicted; breach of 
Census Act, 2 cases, 3 persons tried, no conviction; breach of 
Ferry Law, 2 cases, r person tried and convicted; of Municipal 
Act, 1 case, 1 person tried and convicted; of Mukht&rs and Pleaders’ 
Act, 1 case, 1 person tried and convicted; of Post Office Act, 1 
case, 1 person tried and convicted; of Police Act, 14 cases, 22 
persons tried, 19 convicted; forfeiture of recognizances by accused 
persons, 7 cases, 8 persons tried, and all convicted; forfeiture of 
recognizances by witnesses, 8 cases, 8 persons tried, and all con¬ 
victed; forfeiture of surety bonds, 12 cases, 19 persons tried, 14 
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convicted ; breach of Toll Act by the farmer of toll, 1 case, r person 
tried and convicted; vexatious and frivolous complaints, 9 cases, 9 
persons tried, and all convicted. Total, 2989 cases, 2144 persons 
tried, and 950 convicted; proportion of persons convicted to 
persons tried, 44^1 per cent. 

Excluding false cases, the total number of * cognisable’ and E n on- 
cognisable J cases investigated in Murshid^bid District in 2S72 was 
5^0, in which aril persons were convicted, or 1 person convicted 
of an offence to every 641 of the District population. 

Criminal Classes, —The District of Mursbidibid has always 
had a bad name for robbery and other crimes of violence. The 
following paragraphs, in illustration of this notoriety, are qnoted 
from the ( Report on the Police of the Lower Provinces of Bengal 
for rSya : 1 —. 

c Murshid^bdd had more cases of daMiti during the past year 
than any other District in Bengal, not excepting even Haz^rib^gh; 
and yet, for its size, Mnrshidibdd has a very large number of police 
stations, and a force much stronger in proportion than any other 
District. In 1867, the cases otdaMiti were 9 in number; in rSGS, 
they were ti ; in iSCg, they rose to 17 ; in 1S70, they were again 
13 ; in 1S71, they rose to 20; and in 1872, to 29. In this last 
year the amount of property plundered amounted to Rs. 4,737 or 
^47 3, 14s. od., giving an average of less than Rs, son or j£?o 
far each case. In some cases the amount plundered was very Email. 
Thus, in eight cases of the 24, the total property plundered amounted 
only to Rs. 39 or ^£3, iSs, od. Of the 24 cases, two were merely 
attempts, the daMits having been driven off by the villagers without 
having been able to obtain any booty. In only one case was any¬ 
thing like extreme violence used. Of the total number, fourteen took 
place in the Headquarters Subdivision, which is much the largest 
and most densely populated, six in the Kindf, two in the L&lbtigh, 
and two in the jangipur Sob divisions. The largest number 
occurred in the Barwd thdnd , immediately to the south of Barbam- 
pur; but even in the dakditis committed within the same thdnd, 
there was no reason to suspect that the perpetrators were concerned 
in more than one dakdiil , except in one case where two adjoining 
houses were plundered at the same time. The Magistrate, diere- 
fore, does not believe that there is any class of professional dah&its 
in the District, and is of opinion that these dakdiils me got up by 
the local bud diameters, and very frequently perpetrated with the 
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connivance or active assistance of the village chauklddrs. In a good 
many of the cases during the year, chauklddrs were implicated; 
and in others, their conduct in being absent from their villages on 
the night of occurrence, or their subsequent delay in giving informa¬ 
tion, was highly suspicious. Many of the cases, too, though dakditl 
according to the definition of that offence contained in the Penal 
Code, were not such as were called dakditis in the old days; and 
the fears of the inmates of the plundered house have not impro¬ 
bably magnified considerably the number of persons engaged in 
the offences. The police were successful in detecting 15 cases, 
and final convictions were obtained in 8 cases, while 3 remained 
under inquiry at the close of the year. Out of 123 persons brought 
to trial charged with dakditl , only 27 were convicted ; while the 
percentage of stolen property recovered amounted to only 2-2. The 
Magistrate believes, however, that the police did their best to check 
and detect these serious offences; and considering the difficulties 
of detection, and of convincing a jury of the guilt of accused per¬ 
sons, he thinks that the results were fairly satisfactory. The perpe¬ 
trators of dakditis are generally members of the lower classes of 
Muhammadans, and of the inferior castes of Hindus, such as Goilds, 
B 4 gdis, Dorns, H£r(s, Chimirs, etc. One of the cases of dakditl, 
which was not otherwise important, resulted in a murder; the 
owner of the house attacked received a blow on the head, from 
which he died. Since the close of the year (1872) five men were 
convicted for this crime.' 

In subsequent years the number of dakditis has still continued to 
show a formidable increase. In 1873 there were 38 ‘true’ cases; 
and in 1874 they rose to no less than 58, or nearly five times as many 
as the average of the four years 1867-1870. The criminality of the 
cases continued to be of a petty character, and the aggregate amount 
of property plundered was still small. The Magistrate maintains 
his opinion that ‘ gang-robbery by professional dakditis is unknown 
in the District, and nearly all the dakditis may be attributed to 
bad characters of the adjacent villages, assisted in some cases by 
persons from Murshiddbid city. The District has always been 
swarming with bad characters, over whose movements the police 
have not sufficient authority.’ In 1874 it was found necessary 
to adopt special measures to check the progressive growth of 
this crime. Six experimental police outposts were established 
in the localities of worst reputation, but too late in that year to 
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afford any immediate criterion of their efficacy. Out of the 38 
cases in 1873,, 26 occurred in that half of the District known is 
the Riih, which lies 60 the west of the Bh^girathi, and of these. 5 
were in the one thdnd of Bharatpur; and out of the 58 cases in 
rSy^ no less than 43 occurred in the Rirh, of which as many as 
14 were in Bbaratpur, In explanation of this remarkable localisa¬ 
tion of cr:ine, the following curious theory is given in the Police 
Report for 1&73 :—-The prevalent idea among the people them¬ 
selves, and also among those police officers who have had most 
experience of the District, is that the Teason why dakdiih are more 
frequent in the western part is, because the houses there arc better 
built of stiff clay, which becomes so hard as cither to defy the 
operations of the ordinary burglar, or to cause him to make so much 
noise in digging into the house as to rouse the inmates, and defeat 
his purpose. Consequently, those bad characters who elsewhere 
confine themselves to mere housebreaking, are in the habit of com¬ 
bining in this portion of the District into dMaili gangs. This view 
is to a certain extent justified by tire criminal statistics of tire Bdgri, 
or eastern half of the District, where, owing to the nature of the 
soil, and the customs of the people, tire houses are built of softer 
day or with only mat walls. The area of the Etfgri is somewhat 
the smaller of the two, but in 1873 it showed only 33 cases of 
tfaMiti against 26 in the Rrfrh, and 400 of housebreaking against 
240.' The cause of the increasing prevalence of dak&itl in the 
same localities during 1S74 is plausibly attributed to the scarcity 
of the crops in that year, which was felt with greatest severity in the 
western half of the District,- In the Report for 1874, it is noticed 
with satisfaction that L resistance to daMiis Is becoming less un¬ 
common, and has been in several cases offered successfully. In 
these cases rewards have been given, by way of encouragement.' 

Concerning cases of ordinary theft, in which also there had been 
a considerable increase, the Police Report of 1S72 contains the 
following remarks * Apart from the addition to MurshidiMd 
District of the two tMnds of Rim pur Hat and Nalh&tf, the increase 
in the number of offences against property is to be attributed to the 
impoverishment caused by the inundation of T&7t over a large part 
of the District, which affected many of the poorest; and to the 
steady rise in the prices of food staples, by which the tolerably well- 
to-do cultivators profit, but which presses hardly on the lower 
classes of day-labourers and others, whose wages have not risen in 
vol. ix. O 
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proportion to the rise of prices. It is to these classes that most 
of the perpetrators of theft, burglaries, and dakdirts belong ; and as 
a taste for intoxicating liquors is apparently spreading among all 
classes of people in the District, it is extremely probable that men 
who have it not within their means to obtain the liquors or drags 
that they desire from the proceeds of honest labour, resort to 
nefarious courses in order to gratify their desire. Another cause 
for the increase is stated to be the increased activity of the police 
officers of all ranks, which led to more cases being reported than 
in preceding years. The Magistrate believes that very few crimes 
now remain unreported, and that intimation is generally given of 
even the pettiest thefts.’ 

* Cattle theft for the purpose of extorting money exists to a large 
extent in the District of Murshiddbdd. The inundation of 1871 
caused a great mortality among cattle, especially in the south and 
south-east of the District, bordering on Nadiyd, where the same 
scarcity prevailed. The demand for them rose considerably in 
these parts; and, as a matter of course, cattle-stealing also in¬ 
creased. Towards the end of the year (1872) the officer in charge 
of Kdtwd Subdivision, in Bardwdn, informed the Magistrate of 
Murshiddbdd that certain villages on the boundaries of the two 
Districts were infested by persons who made their livelihood by this 
crime. The Assistant-Superintendent of police was accordingly 
deputed to make inquiries on the spot, and the result was tire arrest 
of some persons implicated in eight cases. A special report was 
made to Government on the subject, and it is hoped that the 
practice of cattle-lifting has now suffered a check. The total 
number of offences of this class that occurred over the whole 
District was 73; of which 24 were in the Kdndf Subdivision, 
chiefly in thanA Bharatpur, which borders on Bardwdn, and is 
only separated from Nadiyd by the Bhdgirathi river.’ 

Jails. —Murshiddbdd District contains one jail, which is at 
Barhampur; and three Subdivisional lock-ups at Ldlbdgh, Jangipur, 
and Rdmpur Hdt, in which short-term prisoners undergo their 
sentences. There is also a fourth lock-up, at Headquarters, known 
as the Chaltid lock-up, which is solely used as a place of detention 
for under-trial prisoners. 

The District jail used to be situated at Mdidapur, the site of the 
old civil station, about four miles distant from the present civil 
offices at Barhampur. Apart from the absence of proper supervision 
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caused by this inconvenient separation, the Mdidapur jail was also 
found to be very unhealthy. The situation is low, ar.d the wards 
were saturated with damp; while the natural drainage was such, 
that, during flood time, water poured into the building bom all sides. 
In iflji-ja it was resolved to Temove the jail to Barhumpiir itself; 
and the new site chosen was the former hospital of the European 
troops, within the cantonments, and on the banks of the BMgirathf. 
It was anticipated that this change would have a beneficial effect 
as regards discipline as well as health. The process of transforming 
the selected building was commenced in 1873, and had not been 
completed by the end of 1874. The labour of the convicts was 
utilized to as great an extent as possible* In r 5 ? 3 the charges for 
building were returned, at ^1290, iSs. ad.; and in 1874 at £177$, 
as, od. The great bulk of the prisoners, however, 1 rjS in number, 
were transferred in August of die former year. In the Jails Report 
for *874 if is stated that 'much has been done to improve the jail 
during the past year. The boundary wall, which was only seven 
feet high, has been raised to fifteen feet. The inside walls, 
separating the different classes of prisoners, were completed Six 
new solitary cells were built, and the greater portion of the jail, 
buildings thoroughly repaired. When all the works sanctioned and 
now in progress are carried out, this will be one of the best jails in 
Lower Bengal.’ It is still too ear]/ to draw any conclusions regard¬ 
ing the sanitary results of the change. But it may be stated that in 
1S73, before the change took place, the death-rate was 540 per 
cent., as opposed to a general average throughout Bengal of 5^34; 
in T873 the death-rate was only o" 65 , the lowest in all Bengal, 
where the average was 4’85; in 1874 it rose again to 4^5, against 
an average of 5’59. 

There has been a notable increase dming the last few years jn 
the number of civil prisoners confined m the jail In 1872, the 
civil prisoners admitted during the year were only 22 ; in 1873, this 
number increased to 50; and in T874, it further rose to 63,01" an 
increase in two years of nearly threefold. For this increase an 
adequate bnt most curious explanation is given in the Jails Report 
for the two ktter years : f In 1873, a wealthy merchant at Jiiganj 
fell dangerously ill, and his sons announced their intention of re¬ 
leasing on a certain date all those who were incarcerated on account 
of debt, for the benefit of their suffering parent The news spread 
all over die District, and debtors flocked into the jail from every 
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part No less than twenty-two prisoners were admitted in the course 
of four days in August Excluding those who manifestly came in 
consequence of this announcement, the number of civil prisoners 
would be reduced to twenty-eight, which is only six more than the 
admissions of the previous year.’ Though it does not appear that 
the sons, on the death of their father, redeemed their promise, at 
least in the sense in which it was generally understood, yet a pre¬ 
cisely similar story is told for 1874. ‘In that year occurred the 
marriage ceremony of Dhanpat Sinh Bahddur, the wealthy banker 
of Azimganj; and it was anticipated throughout the District that he 
would follow the example of his brother, who, on the occasion of 
his son’s marriage, had released all the civil prisoners in the jail by 
paying their debts for them. Creditors, accordingly, began to press 
their debtors, until they drove them into prison. As soon, however, 
as it was discovered that the banker had no intention of paying off 
other people's debts on this grand scale, the subsistence allowance 
for the civil prisoners ceased to be paid, and their number fell off 
as rapidly as it had risen.’ 

The Ldlbdgh lock-up is situated only six miles from the Barham- 
pur jail, whither are transferred all convicts sentenced to a longer 
term of imprisonment than seven days. The building is divided 
into two compartments for the male and female prisoners, by means 
of a wooden railing. It is surrounded by a high wall, and freely 
ventilated, and there are two cook-sheds attached. Tire only penal 
labour which can be exacted is the preparation of surkhi or mortar- 
dust from bricks, for which a dhenki or pounder has been provided ; 
but it can never be expected that such work will prove very re¬ 
munerative. 

At Jangipur, the erection of a new lock-up has been sanctioned 
by Government. The old building was described in 1873 as too 
small and ill ventilated. The convicts are employed in spinning 
jute and grinding flour. Their labour is fairly profitable, and in 
1874 resulted in a net receipt of ^7, 17s. 6d. The total expen¬ 
diture for that year amounted to ^£124, is. id., of which ^34, 
25 . 2d. was the cost of rations. Prisoners sentenced to more than 
fifteen days’ imprisonment are at once transferred to Barhampur 
under escort. 

The lock-up at Rdmpur Hit was described in 1873 as only a tem¬ 
porary structure, to be replaced by a brick building in connection 
with the new Subdivisional offices. Fifteen short-term prisoners 
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underwent their sentences here during that year, C onvfrts s entenced 
for more than fourteen days are sent off to the jail as soon as an 
escort can be provided. They are generally conveyed by road, as 
transport by rail is found too expensive. The quantity of flour 
ground by the prisoners during the year was a. little Jess than g 
matmds, or about 6 hundredweights, the sale of which yielded a net 
profit of 175. Sd. 

The Chaltil lock-up at Barhampur is used solely as a place of 
detention for under-trial prisoners, whose cases are pending before 
the criminal courts of the Subdivision or the Sessions, The only 
convicts it contains are men transferred from the jail, for employ¬ 
ment as cooks and sweepers. The building is in all respects ade¬ 
quate for its purpose. It stands in a safely enclosed compound* 
and is divided into four compartments. The accommodation is, as 
a rule* ample; the compartments are lofty and well ventilated; the 
compound itself is well drained, and contains a masonry well. Con¬ 
victed prisoners are transferred to the jail on the day of their sentence, 
or at furthest on the day following. Wo work of any kind is done 
in the lock-up* except by the cooks and sweepers. 

Jail Statistics.— In 1S57-SS, tire first year for which materials 
are available, the daily average number of prisoners in the Mur- 
shiddb&d jail was s 84 ; the total number of civil, criminal, and under- 
trial prisoners admitted during the year being rid^. The discharges 
were as follow 1—Transferred, £14; released, 3 ro; escaped* 4; 
died, 35 : total, io 43. In 3£do-6r, the jail returns show a daily 
average number of 351 prisoners, the total admissions during the 
year being 1396, The discharges were ;“Transferred, 243; re¬ 
leased, 3 92 ; escaped, 3; died* 5; executed, 2; total* 1143. In 
rSyo, the daily average jail population was 227, the total number of 
prisoners admitted during the year being 1335. The discharges 
were.—Transferred, 133; released* 1167; escaped, r4; died, 32: 
total, 3346. In 1S57-5S, the proportion of prisoners admitted to 
the jail hospital Amounted to r 6g ’02 per cent* and the deaths to 
S75 per cent of the average jail population; in 3S60-61, lire 
admissions to hospital amounted to 574'82 percent., and the deaths 
to 3'3i per cent, of the average jail population; in rS^o, the 
admissions to the jail hospital amounted to 103 "53 per cent,, and 
the deaths to ^09 per cent of the average jail population. 

The average cost of maintenance per prisoner in Mursbiddbid 
jail, including rations* establishment, hospital charges* clothing, con- 
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tingencies, and all other charges except the prison police guards, 
is returned as follows:—In 1854-55 it amounted to Rs. 38. 4. 10 
or £3,16s. 7d. per head; in 1857-58,10 Rs. 39. 7 - 6 or ,£3, 18s. nd. 
per head ; in r86o-6x, to Rs. 43. 8. r or£4, 7s. od. per head; and 
in 1870, to Rs. 39. 6. 5 or £3, 18s. 9d. per head. The cost of 
the jail police guard in 1870 amounted to an average of Rs. 15. 8. o 
or £1, 1 is. od. per head, making a gross charge to Government of 
Rs. 54. 14. 5 or £5, 9s. gd. per prisoner. Tire Inspector-General 
of Jails, in his Report for 1870, returns the total cost in that year 
of the Murshiddbdd jail and the lock-ups at Lrilbdgh, Krfndf, and 
Jangipur, including the prison police guard, but excluding cost of 
alterations and repairs, at Rs. 10,092. 10. 3, or £1009, 5s. 3d. Ex¬ 
cluding the cost of the jail police guard, which is included in the 
general police budget of the District, the cost of the jail amounted 
to Rs. 7239. 3. 6, or £723, 18s. sd. 

In 1854-55, the receipts arising from the sale of jail manufactures, 
together with the value of stock remaining on hand at the end of 
the year, amounted to £427, 2s. 4d., and the charges to £215, 
6s. 4d., showing an excess of receipts over charges, or profit, of 
£211, i6s. od. ; the average earnings of each prisoner employed 
on manufactures amounted to Rs. 21. 6. 3, or £2, 2s. 9d. In 
r857-58, the total receipts amounted to £17, 17s. 2d., and the 
charges to 7&, leaving a profit of £17, 16s. 7d.; average earnings 
by each prisoner engaged in manufacture, Rs. 89. 2. 6, or £8, 
18s. 3|d. In i86o-6r, the receipts amounted to £87, 11s. 4d., and 
the charges to £52, 4s. 8d. leaving a surplus or profit of £35, 
6s. 8d.; average earning by each prisoner engaged in manufactures, 
Rs. 7. 5. 9, or 14s. 8£d. In 1870, the total credits arising from 
jail manufactures amounted to £285, 16s. 8d., and the total debits 
to £164, 12s. 2d., leaving a surplus or profit of £121, 4s. 6d.; 
average earnings by each prisoner engaged in manufactures, Rs. 
22. o. 8., or £2, 4s. id. Deducting the profits derived from prison 
labour from the total cost of the jail, the net cost of the Murshid- 
£bid jail and lock-ups in 1870 amounted to £602, 13s. nd. 

In 1872, the statistics of Murshiddbdd jail were as follow:— 
The daily average number of civil prisoners in jail was 1-30 ; under¬ 
trial prisoners, 63*33 > labouring convicts, 162*67 i non-labouring 
convicts, 21*69 : total, 248*99, of whom 19*77 were females. These 
figures give one prisoner always in jail to every 5436 of the total 
District population, and one female to every 35,826 of the total 
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female population. Tie total cast of Murshidfifcrid jail in 1S73, 
excluding public works and manufacture department amounted to 
^1047,. 145. tod., or an average of Rs, 41. 10. S, or 3s,. 4d, per 
head of the jail population. The financial results of jail manufactures 
during the year were not satisfactory; the total credits, including 
stock remaining on hand at the end of the year, amounted to 
,£<356* is, gd,, and the total debits to ^537* 7s, jd.* leaving an 
excess of credits over debits* or profit, of^nS* 14s, 2d. The actual 
money tost of the manufacture department during the year amounted 
to ^433, 17s, gd.* and the cash remitted to the treasury to *£5 do, 
3&> ad., leaving an actual cash profit of ^£1:26, 5s- 3d,* or an 
average earning of Us, 14. 3 . 7 or gs. id. by each prisoner 
engaged in manufactures. Out of 162'67 labouring prisoners, 
S6'9i were employed in manufactures; the remainder were engaged 
m jail duties, or were in hospital, or were weak and old and unable 
to work. The prisoners actually engaged in manufactures were 
distributed as follows :■—Gunny weaving, 'og; gardening* £'o* ; doth- 
weaving, 2^22; brickmaking* etc,, 50-31; bamboo* rattan, and 
reed works, '84; oil-pressing, etc.* 10-07; manufacturing string and 
twine, '22; Hour grinding, 3 j eG; stone breaking, 1-44; carpentry, 
i r oo j rice husking, 2-go ; grinding pulses, 243 ; tailoring, -92 5 mis¬ 
cellaneous, 3-20J total* 86"91. 

Education.—Mu rshid&b^d District is divided for educational 
purposes into four circles, which, in the year 1871, were made 
coincident with the four Subdivisions, In the same year, the head¬ 
quarters of the Inspector of the R&jshihl Circle were moved to 
Barhampur. The two most prominent educational institutions in 
the District are the Earhampur College* and the College and School 
in Murshiddbad city, supported out of the Nizam at funds. The 
Barhampui College will be fully described in subsequent paragraphs. 
The Nizimat College, a fine building in the north of the city near 
the river* erected at a cost of ^£7*800, is limited exclusively to the 
education of the relatives of tbe Naw£b Nirim, The Revenue- 
Surveyor, in 1857, stated that a principal and four masters were 
attached to this college* who taught chiefly the English* Persian, 
and Urdu languages, mathematics* writing, and drawing. There 
were at that time about 28 pupils. The Nizdmat school is an 
entirely free school; and* according to the Inspector, its charitable 
provisions have a bad influence in lowering the discipline in all 
the neighbouring schools* and also in inducing the wealthy men of 
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the District to pay lavishly the fees of pupils in other schools, 
regardless of efficiency. According to the Education Department, 
the vernacular spoken in the District is Hindi and Bengali. Mur- 
shiddbitd is the only District in Bengal proper to which both these 
languages are assigned, in consequence, presumably, of the large 
up-country population which it contains. According to the Revenue- 
Surveyor, * Bengali is the chief medium of communication between 
all classes, Hindu and Musalmdn, and undoubtedly the language 
of the District It is used in all business transactions, and in the 
villages and among the lower orders scarcely any other language is 
ever heard. The educated and better class of Hindus understand 
Urdu, if spoken to them, and in and about the towns converse 
fluently in it In wealthy Musalmdn families, Urdu is used in 
familiar conversation.’ 

The Barhampur College was founded in 1853; but up to 1861 
no final arrangement had been arrived at for the erection of a special 
building, though nearly ^4000 had been raised for the purpose by 
local subscription. It was intended, from the first, to supply the 
wants of the several Districts of the Rdjshahf Educational Circle in 
higher English instruction. In 1857, the establishment consisted 
of a principal, eight masters, and six native teachers; the total 
number of pupils was 238, of whom only 14 belonged to the upper 
department, and the remainder were in the collegiate school. At 
that time the period of attendance was limited to three years, but 
the success of the examination system of tire Calcutta University 
led to an extension of this period. From January 1866, a fourth- 
year class was opened at Barhampur, as well as at the other Govern¬ 
ment colleges outside Calcutta. Additional professors were required, 
and the college curriculum was brought up to the level of the B.A. 
examination of the University. A special Law department had 
already been attached to the college. This change, however, was 
not found to be productive of any advantage to counterbalance the 
augmented expenditure. In 1864-65 the number of students had 
been as high as 77, but since that date they have steadily declined. 
In 1868-69 the numbers were 67, which fell to 56 in 1869-70, to 
41 in 1870-71, and to 21 in 1871-72. In this last year, it appears 
that there were only three third-year and three fourth-year students, 
and that the cost to Government for maintaining the staff required 
for these six students was no less than ^1300 per annum. The 
average cost of each pupil attending the college during that year 
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was £gg, 43, od,, towards which Government contributed ^93, 
6a. od, per head. Taking the higher classes only, each student 
^344 per annum; while the total expended on each, from the 
date of his entrance until he attained his B.A, degree, wag about 
jQ r400, It was also evident that the efficiency of the coliege was 
decreasing together with its numbers, for in the previous year not 
a single candidate had been successful for his degree. Tn con¬ 
sideration of these figures* which are taken from the Bengal 
Administration Report for 1871-72, it was resolved by the Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor to abolish the two higher daises of the Barhampur 
college, so that the instruction given should be limited to the First 
Arts course. It was thought, also, that the nourishing colleges at 
Calcutta and Hiiglf were sufficiently dose* both by rail and river, to 
supply the wants of all those in MurshiddMd District who wished 
to reach the higher grades of university education. By this measure* 
which took effect in the beginning of 1872, the college was practi¬ 
cally reduced to the level of a high school, such as the institution 
in the neighbouring District of Rdjshdhi at Rimpur Beauleah* 
though the office of principal is maintained. The appointments 
of a professor and an assistant-professor were abolished; several 
minor reductions were made, and the Law department, oaring 
to special reasons* will shortly share the same fate as the Upper 
Arts classes. The financial result of these changes was,, that 
while in 1870-71 the Government paid ^2993, 9s. od.* in 
1 $73-74 the total cost to Government was only as* od. 

There was* however, no improvement in other respects. The 
average daily attendance in 1873-74 ™as only i 7j which makes the 
cost to Government of each pupil to be as much as ^uc, 6s, ad-* 
as against an average for Bengal generally of ^26, 18s. od. Outof 
10 students sent up in December 1873 for the First Arts examina¬ 
tion, only 4 passed, of whom none were placed in the first division. 
About the same time tint the reductions already mentioned were 
made, various minor improvements were effected. Two teachers 
of drawing and surveying were appointed; the native surgeon in 
charge of the college was appointed to lecture on chemistry and 
botany; an outsiders 1 class was opened to train candidates for the 
Government service, in which engineering also is taught * and a 
gymnasium and a riding class have been opened. The following 
paragraphs are taken from the Report of the Principal for 1875-73, 
to illustrate the general condition of the institution oflate years. 
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‘General Department. —The number of students at present 
stands thus:—First-year class, 12; second-year class, 12; total, 24. 
I fear that there is little prospect of any increase in our numbers, 
until the establishment of the projected Hostel provides a com¬ 
fortable home in this sickly place for students coming from the 
surrounding Districts. The social status of the parents and 
guardians is as follows :— Zamlnddrs , tdlukddrs , and persons of in¬ 
dependent income, 1 2 ; professional persons, 8; Government ser¬ 
vants and pensioners, 4. Nine students presented themselves for 
the intermediate Arts examination. Of these, only 3 passed,—1 in 
the second, and 2 in the third grade. On the result of the annual 
examination, two undergraduates were allowed to retain their scholar¬ 
ships, and one, unable from severe illness to attend, on the satis¬ 
factory progress made during the session. The total cost of the 
General department of the college has been Rs. 18,948. 15. o (or 
^1894, 17s. io£d.), to credit of which is the sum of Rs. 1335 (or 
^133, 10s. od.), collected as fees; the net cost to Government 
being Rs. 17,613. 15. o (or ^1761, 7s. io^d.), or on the average of 
the year’s students, Rs. 800. ro. i (or ^80, is. 3d.) per head per 
annum. 

‘Law Department. —There are only 14 students in this 
department at present, all studying for the pleadership examina¬ 
tion. One candidate went up to the last examination for the 
degree of Bachelor in Law, and passed in the second division. At 
the Licence examination (the last, it is probable, that will be 
held), four candidates presented themselves, of whom three passed. 
The routine of studies for the current session has been so arranged 
as to fall in with the course in Law for the civil service class, and 
provision has been made for so much of the latter course as is 
special. The social status of the law students is thus shown:— 
Zamlnddrs, tdlukddrs, and persons of independent income, 5 ; 
professional persons, 3; Government servants and pensioners, 6. 
The cost of the department for the first three-quarters of the finan¬ 
cial year was Rs. 1506. 10. 8 (or £150, 13s. 4d.), and its income 
from fees Rs. 855 (or .£85, 10s. od.), showing a net cost to Go¬ 
vernment of Rs. 651. 10. 8 (or £6$, 3s. 4d.). The fees in the 
last quarter of the year amounted to Rs. 160 (or £16), which 
sum has been paid to the Lecturer. 

* Collegiate School. —The numbers in the school department 
continue pretty steady, notwithstanding the excessive illness of the 
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last two months. The year closed with 1B0 students, against 183 
the previous year. The entrance class is very large. It contains 
at present 4 6 students; and it is probable tlnat, but for the extreme 
unhealthiness of the season, the numbers would have been even 
larger. The prevalence of small-pox la unprecedented, and cholera 
also has had its victims. The panic caused by the former, raging 
as it did in the immediate vicinity of the college building, at one 
time seriously affected our attendance. It is not likely, however, 
that the entrance class will be so full after this session, in con¬ 
sequence of the exclusion of text-books in English literature from 
tire University examination. The results of the entrance examina¬ 
tion have been satisfactory. Of 53 students who presented them¬ 
selves for examination (? being kept away by illness), 12 passed; 
of whom 4 were placed in the first division, 7 in the second, and 
1 in the third division. The examination of the other classes of 
the school, conducted by myself and the officers of my staff, on 
the whole gave me satisfaction. There were 1 senior and g junior 
scholarships awarded to students of this institution, on the result 
of the last University examination. The former was made tenable 
at the Presidency College, and the latter here; but 3 of these 
have since been transferred, i to the Presidency, and 2 to the 
Civil Engineering College. The social status of the parents and 
guardians is as follows:— ZawbiMrs, tdhiM&rs and persons of 
independent income, 41; merchants, bankers, banids, and brokers, 
it, professional persons, 54; Government servants and pen¬ 
sioners, di; shopkeepers, bj others, 7. The cost of the collegiate 
school has been Rs. r0,834. TO - 30 (or jQi 083, gs. 4^d.), and the 
fees realized Its, 4545, 4, o (or ^454, ros. o£d,). The actual 
cost to Government has, therefore, been Rs. 6289. 6 . 10 (or ^6xS, 
xSs r jo£d,), or Rs. 3d, 115, rr (jfg, r4& od.) per bead per airmiui- 

* Drawing and Surveying.—I am not able to show the total 
expenditure under this heading, The amount drawn for establish¬ 
ment and contingencies is Re. 7S3. 14. 6 (£ 78 , 75. g^d,), to credit 
of which is Rs. s8. 7, 6 (j£e, ids, iij^d.) realized from the sale of 
drawing materials, and Rs. 129 1 85, od.) from outsiders’ 

fees. 

1 Riding,'—'T he cost of the riding class was Rs. 127. 2. 10 
(j£is. 14s, 4^d.), leaving a surplus of Rs. 72. 13, a (^7, gs r 7^d.) 
from the grant on this account, reckoned from December last. 

: General Cost.— The charges of the year in the several de- 
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partments, inclusive of the charges for drawing, surveying, and 
riding, aggregate Rs. 32,361. 5. 10 (^3236, 2s. 8|d.), against 
which is the sum of Rs. 7024. 4. o (^702, 8s. 6d.) realized from 
fees, inclusive of Rs. 129 (^12, 18s. od.), fees paid by the out¬ 
siders’ class, and of Rs. 28. 7. 6 (£2, 16s. n^d.) from the sale 
of drawing materials. The actual net cost therefore to Govern¬ 
ment of this institution, in all its departments, is Rs. 25,308, 10. 4 
0 £* 53 o, 17s. 3 ^-)- 

‘The Hostel. —In August last the Lieutenant-Governor, during his 
visit to Barhainpur, in answer to a deputation of influential natives, 
sanctioned the outlay of Rs. 6000 (£600) and the acquisition of 
a piece of land for a hostel or boarding-house for students, on 
condition of an equal sum of money being raised by the community 
for the construction of the building. The subscriptions for this 
purpose, already announced, amount to Rs. 8152 (^815, 4s. od.), 
and further donations are expected.' 

Educational Statistics. —Education has rapidly diffused itself 
in Murshidibdd. In the fourteen years between 1856-57 and 
1870-71, the number of schools was multiplied no less than twenty- 
four times, and the number of pupils increased six-fold. In the 
year 1856-57, there were only 6 Government and aided schools in 
the whole District, which number increased to 15 in 1860-61, and 
to 146 in 1870-71. During the same period, the total number of 
pupils rose from 717 in 1856-57 to 1028 in 1860-61, and to 4682 in 
1870-71. This is altogether independent of 168 private and unaided 
schools returned by the Inspector in 1871, attended by an estimated 
number of 2974 pupils, but not under inspection by the Educational 
Department, and regarding which no details are available. Among 
the Government and aided schools, the greatest growth has been 
in the aided vernacular schools, which have increased from 2 in 
number in 1856-57 to 113 in 1870-71, the total number of pupils 
having risen from 220 to 3164 in the same period. That proportion 
of the cost of education in Government and aided schools which is 
defrayed by local contributions, schooling fees, etc., has consider¬ 
ably increased of late years. In 1856-57, out of a total cost of 
^2878,18s. 7d., the State contribution amounted to ^2523,17s. id., 
or 87 per cent, of the whole; in 1860-61, the expenditure on 
Government and aided schools amounted to ^2982, 7s. nd., of 
which the State defrayed ^2149, 17s. nd., or 72 per cent; in 
1870-71, the total cost of these schools increased 10^9727,10s. sd., 
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while the amount defrayed by Government was ^6555, rzs. fid.* 
or 67 per cent. The amount derived from fees, subscriptions, dona¬ 
tions, etc, in the Government and aided schools amounted to 
£$S$> is- fid, in iSsfi-57 ,£^> *osl gd. in and ^3783, 

25. 7 d- in 1370-71, The following comparative tables, compiled 
from the Reports of the Director of Public Instruction for the year's 
1:85fi‘57* rSfio-fii, and 1870-71, exhibit the number of Government 
and aided schools in Murshidihdd District in each of these years, 
the number and religion of pupils'attending them, the total cost of 
education, together with the amount contributed by Government, 
and that derived from fees, subscriptions, etc.—See pp. 222, 225. 

Sir George Cahpreli/s Reform, thereby the indigenous 
pdthsdlds or village schools were admitted to the benefit of the 
grant-in-aid rules, came into operation in the latter half of the 
educational year 7871-73, Though village schools had previously 
been, not altogether unrecognised in MurshitMhdd, yet the impulse 
given by the new scheme was immediately productive of great 
results. The table on page 224 shows, in a comparative form, 
the progress made during 1871-73, the first two years of the working 
of the pdthsdld system. It will be seen that the number of schools 
of all classes, including the unaided schools, increased from 317 to 
406, or 28 per cent.; the total number of scholars from 7692 to 
11,537, or 5 ° P er cent; and the average attendance, by far the 
most valuable criterion Y from 3362 to 8475, or 138 per cent. In 
the same period of two years, the Government grunt was augmented 
by just j£rico, and local sources of income—fees, fines, and sub¬ 
scriptions—by nearly ^£2000, The increase in the number of 
pupils has, of course, been most marked in die case of primary 
schools. It was found, indeed, in 1872-73, that the competition of 
the improved p&ths&Ms injuriously affected the average attendance 
at the aided middle schools, a circumstance which seems to indicate 
that the curriculum of study at these two classes of schools is not 
now very wide apart. It is satisfactory to find that the proportion 
of Musa! min pupils is steadily growing. In 1871-72, the percentage 
of Muhammadans in the whole was r4‘3, which had risen to afi'o 
in the following year. In the total population, of the District, the 
Muhammadans number 44 L fi percent. In 1871-72, out of a total 
of 163 teachers, only 11 were Musalmina, whereas in *872-73, out 
of 52S, the Mxisalm^n teachers amounted to fig. Both these tacts 
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1 No details given of the Hupila in one of these schools, the average (38) is included In the totals. 

? N ° dctails I iven thc 1>u P ils in eight of these schools. tl»c average (170) is included in the totals. 
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Sentence continuedfrom page 221.] 

indicate that the new system has really reached the classes for which 
it was designed; for in Murshidibid, as elsewhere in Bengal, the 
Muhammadans predominate in the lowest stratum of the population. 
With regard to the creed and caste of the pupils generally, the 
Education Report for 1872-73 supplies the table printed on p. 225. 

The actual extension of education caused by Sir G. Campbell’s 
reform may best be illustrated by comparing the total number of 
pupils and schools in 1870-7r, the year before the new system was 
started, with the corresponding numbers in 1873-74, by which date 
the system may be regarded as being in complete working order. 
In 1870-71, excluding the Barhampur College, the total number of 
schools known to the Education Department was 145, attended by 
4641 pupils. In 1873-74, the number of schools was 458, or an 
increase of more than three-fold; and the number of pupils was 
12,674, or an increase of nearly three-fold. In the latter year, the 
proportion of schools to the total population of the District was 
•033 per cent, and the average number of square miles to each 
school was 5 *65. 

Education. —In illustration of the general condition of secondary 
and primary education in the District, the following paragraphs 
are quoted from the Report of Public Instruction for the year 
1872-73 .— 

‘Higher Schools. —Excluding the Nizimat College, there are 
four such schools in Murshidibid, of which one is the collegiate school 
at Barhampur, and another the Nizimat school in the city of Mur¬ 
shidibid. The two others are the Riji’s school at Kindi, and 
the mission school at Kbigri. At the last entrance examination 
50 candidates were sent up. Twenty-one of the candidates passed, 
seven being placed in the first grade. Twelve out of the successful 
candidates were from the collegiate school, and five from the mission 
school. Surveying is being taught only in one of the schools, 
namely, the collegiate school, which is also getting up a gymnasium, 
where the pupils attend exercises on the parallel bar, etc., under 
a qualified teacher of gymnastics. The Riji’s school at Kindi 
will shortly have a surveying class, placed under a competent 
teacher from the Civil Engineering College in Calcutta. The 
Nizimat school has also begun to teach surveying within the 
last few months. 

‘Middle Schools. —The total number of middle-class schools in 
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the District is 54, In twenty of these English is taught. Eighteen of 
these twenty schools are aided by Government! and two are unaided. 
The total number of pupils in the English schools is S54, of whom 
71 only are Muhammadans. In the report of the District Committee 
it is suggested that schools of this class are especially adapted to 
the education of the large and important middle class of the com¬ 
munity. At the last examination, however, g schools only sent up 
34 candidates, of whom 13 passed, 6 of them obtaining minor 
scholarships, Of the 34 vernacular middle schools, 3 r are aided, 
1 unaided, and ? Government schools. The total number of pupils 
at these schools is 1314, of whom 150 are Muhammadans. Sixty- 
nine candidates, of whom one was a Muhammadan, came up from 
22 schools to compete for vernacular scholarships. Forty-seven 
passed, and nine obtained scholarships. About half-a-dozen of the 
middle schools .have begun to teach surveyings and although 
most of them have not yet been supplied with the Instruments 
necessary to teach it practically, yet the teachers are applying 
themselves manfully to get up the theoretical part of the subject, 
'Primary Schools,—T hese are of three descriptions:—(1) The 
lower vernacular schools tinder the grant-in-aid system \ (2)the 5- 
rupee p&tm&ltls; and (3) the new primary schools. There are three 
lower vernacular schools, two of which are aided and one is a Govern¬ 
ment school. These contain S5 students, of whom rS are Muham¬ 
madans. The Deputy-Inspector thinks that the 5-rupee p&ihs&l&s 
are many of them better than these schools* The Government 
school of this description is the model or practising school, 
attached to the training school at the civil station, where the 
gurus learn practically how to teach, under the superintendence 
of one of the Normal masters. There are 7a old or 5-rupee 
p&ihsdldt) on which the Deputy-Inspector reports to die following 
effect: —These pdfhsdlds have 3S94 pupils, of whom 559 are 
Muhammadans, Each of them is under a certified guru, who 
Is generally allowed to board and lodge with one of the managers, 
so that bis receipts from local sources average about Es. 5 per 
month. These pdt&s-dMs, generally speaking, teach up to the third- 
class course of the middle-class schools, and have therefore the 
status of lower vernacular schools; but where circumstances favour, 
they push up higher, and try to send pupils to the vernacular 
scholarship examination. The Jamua pdthsdld, to which only a 
5-rupee stipend is given, lias had its staff increased to three 
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teachers by the managers, and it sent up two successful candidates 
to the last scholarship examination. With reference to the instruc¬ 
tion imparted, the Deputy-Inspector reports: “ Sound instruction, . 
combined with all that is practical and useful in every-day life, is 
imparted in these pdthsdlds .” He adds : “ These little schools 
' must, in course of time, grow and develop into superior schools.” 
Under the Government order of 30th September last, 177 new 
primary schools have been established, revived, or subsidized; of 
which 160 are said to be working well, and have sent in returns. 
The total number of pupils in these pdthsdlds is 3920 boys and 
20 girls, or 3940 in all. Of these, 1452 are Muhammadans. The 
teachers of these pdthsdlds consist of 119 gurus, 23 passed and un¬ 
passed pupils of the training school, and x 9 students of vernacular 
schools. The number of Muhammadan gurus is 38, of whom 16 
have charge of maktabs, where they teach Arabic and Persian as 
well as Bengali. Besides the 177 pdthsdlds subsidized under the 
orders of September last, 79 pdthsdlds have started under private 
enterprise, which also have furnished returns. They educate 1994 
boys and 14 girls, or 1958 pupils in all; of whom 613 are Muham¬ 
madans, and 4 native Christians—the first instance (the committee 
think) of native Christians attending such schools. 

‘There are 13 night pathsdlds under the reward system of 1866-67, 
attended by 281 pupils; of whom 240 are Hindus, and 41 Muham¬ 
madans. There is also a night-school under tire grant-in-aid 
system, attended by 27 Muhammadans and 3 Hindus. These 
schools afford instruction of an elementary character, and are 
attended chiefly by adult labourers. 

‘Normal Schools. —There is one Normal School in the Dis¬ 
trict, the Barham pur Training School. It had 75 pupils on its rolls 
on the 31st March last, as against 84 for the preceding year. 
Forty-three candidates went up for the annual pass examination, 
of whom 3 passed in the first grade, and 34 in the second grade. 

‘ Girls' Schools. —There are three aided girls’ schools in the 
District, and six girls' classes attached to pdthsdlds; the number 
of pupils attending them is 177. The aided girls' school at 
Barhampur is much cared for, and appears to be the best con¬ 
ducted of this class in the District. 

‘Grants for Education from Government Estates, etc.— 
The Magistrate reports that, out of the rental of Government 
estates, one per cent, has been set aside for educational purposes, 
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amounting to £11, 345. od. The MuiaKidibid Municipality has 
given^ao* From the estate of the late B&bu Kedir N 5 th Ma- 
hdti, now under the Court of Wards, has been received jQit ; 
from Piikpdrd, £12, 25. od. y —-in all, ^56, j6s* od T I should 
add that the Piikpiri estate supports the excellent higher-class school 
at iCdndi, the annual cost of which is ^465, us. 8d,; and also con¬ 
tributes T-? per month towards the support of the yet unaided 
school at Biliyi, The Magistrate further reports that assistance lias 
been procured from some of the zammd&rs and influential villagers. 
A number of the former have promised pecuniary contribution9] and 
the latter have in many cases furnished house accommodation for 
the ptUhs&Ms, and received the gtittts into their houses free of board. 
, , . Rdo Togendra Ndrdyan Rdi, of Lilgold, has himself started 
four fldihfdlds,, which will be maintained entirely at his own cost. 1 ’ 

Concerning the mode of instruction adopted in the village schools, 
tbc Revenue Surveyor wrote in 1857 j—' Many schools exist in the 
larger villages, the pupils being quite young children. The mode 
of instruction chiefly followed is that of repetition, by the pupils ill a 
body* of the sentence pronounced by the master. Palm-leaf slips 
are commonly used for the teaching of reading and writing, written 
on with black ink when used for reading purposes, and with chalk 
and water when used for writing. In the better class of schools 
square black boards are used; chalk and water being the medium 
used for writing on them also, and a slip of bamboo or a reed form¬ 
ing the pen/ 

Postal Statistics.— Between the years 3861-62 and 1870-71, 
the number of letters received at the Muishiddb&d post office has 
increased by 19’35 per cent., having risen (including newspapers, 
parcels, and books) from 56,153 in T&6:-6a,, to 39,901 in 1865-G6, 
and to- 67,024 in 1870-73. The number of letters, newspapers, 
parcels, and hooks despatched from the District increased from 
43,080 in 1861-63, to 34,024 in 1865-66. 1 have not yet succeeded 

in obtaining the number of letters, etc. despatched in 1870-71. In 
1861-63 the total postal receipts amounted to ^1595,33. &d., and 
the expenditure to ^853, 6s. nd. In 3865-66 the receipts were 
^rS?9, os. yd., and the expenditure j£ki66, ss. id. In 1870-71, 
the receipts bad increased to ^2446, t6s, yd., exclusive of receipts 
from sale of sendee stamps for official correspondence, which in 
1870-71 amounted to £6%, rgs. od, (service stamps were first 
introduced in 3 866 ), making a total of ^25 r 5, 155. yd. The ex- 
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penditure in that year amounted to ^1441, 6s. 7d. The following 
table, showing the number of letters, etc. received at and despatched 
from the Murshidibdd post office, for the years 1861-62, 1865-66, 
and 1870-71, is compiled from a return furnished to me by the Direc¬ 
tor-General of Post Offices. 


Postal Statistics op Murshidabad District. 


Letters, 

Newspapers, 

Parcels, 

Books, 

Total, 

1661-61. 

1865-66. 

1870-71. 

Received. 

Des¬ 

patched. 

Received. 

Des¬ 

patched. 

Received. 

Des¬ 

patched. 

49,804 

5.190 

808 

35 * 

39,757 

-3 

28 

35,320 

4,094 

216 

271 

33,656 

*54 

162 

52 

61,340 

5 , 3*4 

*25 

245 

Materials not 
received for 
this column. 

56,153 

41,080 




Sale of postage 
stamps, . 

Cash collections, . 
Total receipts, 

Total expenditure, 

£710 16 4 

884 7 4 

*595 3 8 

853 6 11 

j £943 8 6 

885 12 1 
1829 0 7 

966 2 2 

£1213 *3 6 

*233 3 * 
2446 16 7* 
*44* 6 7 


Administrative Divisions. —Murshidibdd District is divided 
into four Subdivisions, as follow. The population statistics are 
taken from the Census Report of 1872 (Appendix, Statements 1 a 
and 1 b). The administrative statistics are derived from the special 
report furnished to me by the Collector in 1873. In the interval 
between these two dates, the Subdivisions of the District had been 
re-arranged, though not altered in number. Rdmpur Hdt had 
taken the place of Kandi; and the area, etc. of the Ldlbdgh Sub¬ 
division had, presumably, been affected by the loss of the thdnd 
of Rdmpur Hdt. I have, however, no means of reducing the 
population and administrative statistics to the same date; and 
there is, therefore, an unavoidable element of error in the following 
paragraphs. 

(1) The Sadr Subdivision, which contains the Civil Station 
and headquarters of the District at Barhampur, has an area of 
1195 square miles, with 1855 villages or townships, 136,960 houses, 

1 Exclusive of £68, 19s. od., receipts from sale of service stamps for official 
correspondence. Service stamps were first introduced in 1866. 
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and a total population of 631,317 souls; of whom 281,973 316 
Hindus, 346,121 Muhammadans, 290 Christians, and 2933 of 
other religions; number of persons per square mile, 52S j 
number of villages per square mile, r - 55 ; number of houses per 
square mile, 115; average number of inmates per house, 4'6; pro¬ 
portion of males in total population, 47 H 3 . In 1S73 the Subdivision 
contained seven Revenue and Magisterial Courts, twelve police 
circles (iMnds), a regular police force of 389 men, a municipal or 
town police numbering 160, and a rural police force (chauMd&rs) of 
1973 men. Cost of Subdivisional Administration, ^7168, 12s. od. 

(3) Laibach, ok City of Murbridabad Subdivision, was first 
established in September 1860, It occupied, according to the 
Census of 1872, since which date it has undergone considerable 
modification, an area of 357 square miles, with 718 villages or towns, 
51,874 houses, and a total population of 213,595 souls; of whom 
143,822 are Hindus, 60,694 Mulmmmadans, 2or Christians, and 
8878 ‘Others’not classified ; number of persons per square mile, 
598; number of villages per square mile, 2'or ; number of houses 
per square mile, 145 ; average number of inmates per house, 4:1; 
proportion of males in total population, 47 r 8- In 1S73 it contained 
a no Revenue and Magisterial Court, and five police circles {ihdndi) ; 
maintained a regular police force of 98 men, a municipal or town 
police numbering 154, and a rural police force {thaukld&rs) of 
E492 men. Cost of Subdivision^ Administration, ^6t8r, 10s. od. 

(3) Jangipur Subdivision was established in. January 1854. 
It occupies an area of 576 square miles, with 668 villages or towns, 
58,818 houses, and a total population of 273,487 souls; of whom 
147,988 are Hindus, 122,591 Muhammadans, 41 Christians, and 
2867 ‘Others’not classified; number of persons per square mile, 
475; number of villages per square mile, i r i6; number of houses 
per square mile, 302 ; average number of inmate* per house, 4'6 ; 
proportion of males in total population, 47*2, In 1873 it contained 
One Revenue and Magisterial Court, five police circles (fMscfj), 
a regular police force of‘ 133 men, a municipal or town police 
numbering 36, and a rural police force {thauMi6r£) of 899 men. 
Cost of Subdi visional Administration, ^3312, 3s. ficL 

(4} Raw run Hat Subdivision was established on ist January 
3S73, in the place of the former Subdivision of Kindf, which had 
been first constituted, in February 1857. I have no means of 
ascertaining to what extent tiie area of the new Subdivision 
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is coincident with that of the old. The area of Kindi in 
1872 was 450 square miles, with 512 villages or towns, 55,909 
houses, and a total population of 235,227 souls; of whom 159,273 
are Hindus, 74,158 Muhammadans, 5 Christians, and 1791 ‘Others' 
not classified; number of persons per square mile, 523; number 
of villages per square mile, 1*14; number of houses per square 
mile, 124; average number of inmates per house, 4*2 ; proportion 
of males to the total population, 47-3. In 1873 Rtfmpur Hat 
contained one Revenue and Magisterial Court, a regular police force 
of 70 men, and a rural police force {chaukiddrs) of 1971 men. 
Cost of Subdivisional Administration, £2604, 8s. od. 

According to the Administrative figures given above, the fol¬ 
lowing totals may be arrived at for the year 1873 : —The regular 
police numbered 680; the municipal police, 350; and the rural 
police, 6333 men. Excepting the case of the rural police, these 
figures almost exactly agree with those that have already been 
given on a preceding page of this Account for the year 1872. The 
total cost of Administration amounts to .£19,266, 13s. 6d. The 
total number of Revenue and Magisterial Courts, as above given, is 
only 10; but according to another return, based upon a different 
principle of classification, the number of Magisterial Courts in 
1870-71 was 11; of Civil, 7; of Revenue, 11;—total, 29.’ 

Fiscal Divisions. —The following list of Fiscal Divisions or 
pargands is mainly based upon a list furnished by the Collector. 
The figures are taken from the Board of Revenue's Statistics; with 
the exception of the numbers of the villages, which are taken 
from the Collector’s list. They should be regarded as only ap¬ 
proximating to correctness, and it is uncertain to what date they 
refer:— 

(1) Akbarshahi contains an area of 9146 acres, or 14*29 square 
miles; with 81 villages; it comprises 20 estates; pays to Govern¬ 
ment an annual land revenue of £1042, 14s. od. 

(2) Alinagar : area, 1967 acres, or 3*07 square miles; 7 villages; 
5 estates; land revenue, £160, 8s. od. 

(3) Ashraf-bnag: area, 4151 acres, or 6*49 square miles; 143 
villages; 38 estates; land revenue, £529. 

(4) Asadnagar: area, 19,161 acres, or 29*94 square miles; 176 
villages; 53 estates; land revenue,£3579, 10s. od. 

(5) Azimnagar : area, 11,076 acres, or 17*31 square miles; 91 
villages; 11 estates; land revenue, £2003, 2s. od. 


FISCAL DIVISIONS. 


*33 


(6) Barjahula : arcs, 786 acres, or 1 23 square miles; 6 villages 3 
1 estate; land revenue,, ^£32, 2s, od. 

(7) Bakuarrur 5 area, 2932 acres, or 4-58 square miles; 14 
villages; 1 estate; land revenue,10s, od, 

(8) BAJRSARsirJn : area, 6982 acres, or ro^r square miles; 79 
villages; 38 estates; land revenue, ^1348, 4s, od. 

(9} Bedraeade area, 1520 acres, or 2'37 square miles; 12 vil¬ 
lages; 2 estates; land revenue, ,£400, 6s. od. 

(ro) Bhatsaca: area, 813 acres, or r'27 square miles ; 35 vil¬ 
lages; S estates; land revenue, £43, 8s. od, 

(ei) Bihrol ; area, 28,165 acxes > or 44’or square miles; 207 
villages; 89 estates; land revenue, £3553, 4s. ad. - 

(te) BytTALl : area, 76S2 acres, or i2 _ oo square miles; 48 vil j 
lages; 13 estates; land revenue, £585, 12s- od, 

(13) Chaudpuri area, 1524 acres, or 2-38 square miles; jr 
villages; id estates ; land revenue, £ 63 . 

(14) Changnadiya ; area, 375r acres, or 3’86 square miles; 4 6 
villages; 7 estates; laud revenue, £292, iSs. od, 

{33) Chunakhali: area, 51,215 acres, or So'oa square miles; 
350 villages; 394 estates; land revenue, £3109, 3 os, od 

(36) Dashazari ; area, 11,283 acres, or i 7'63 square miles; 75 
villages; 3 estates; land revenue, £339, a a. od, 

{17) DaudshahT : area, 1431 acres, or a 1 a7 square miles; rq 
villages; 3 estates; land revenue, £379, ids. od. 

(18) Dayatjagare area, 9675 acres, or 15’n square mites; 35 
villages; 15 estates; land revenue, £ 161 $, 45. od. 

(19) Dhaiva : area, 25,108 acres, or 39'23 square miles; 43S 
villages; 136 estates; land revenue. £3907, 4s. od. 

(20) Dihat Akearskahi : area, 1573 acres, or 246 square miles; 
32 villages; 2 estates; land revenue, £56. 

(23) Diwanafur : area, 2338 acres, or 3’65 square miles; 73 
villages; 9 estates; land revenue, £251, 10s. od. 

(22) FaraRHabad e area, 3487 acres, or 2*32 square miles; 7 
villages;' 3 estates; land revenue, £30, rds. od. 

(23) Fathisihh e area, ^3,720 acres, or 2oS’94 square miles 3 
2134 villages; 855 estates; land revenue, .£13,734* *4S- od. 

(24) Ganrar: area, 40,842 acres, or 63 ’3 r square miles; 22S 
villages; 45 estates; land revenue, £3840, 4s- od. 

(25) Ghyasabad : area, 3357 acres, or 4'93 square miles; 48 
villages; 20 estates; land revenue, £290, 6s, od* 
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(26) Gowas: area, 220,582 acres, or 344*66 square miles; 765 
villages; 77 estates; land revenue, ^12,360, 10s. od. 

(27) Gopinathpur: area, 9885 acres, or 15*44 square miles; 88 
villages; 14 estates; land revenue, ^816, 6s. od. 

(28) Gorerhat: area, 7683 acres, or 12*00 square miles; 48 
villages; 18 estates; land revenue, ^338, 8s. od. 

(29) Husainuzial: area, 3820 acres, or 5*97 square miles; 27 
villages; 3 estates; land revenue, ^172, 4s. od. 

(30) Islampur: area, 39,056 acres, or 61*02 square miles; xi6 
villages; 20 estates; land revenue, ^1953, 10s. od 

(31) Joar Birahimpur : area, 2750 acres, or 4*30 square miles; 
17 villages; 4 estates; land revenue, ;£88, 16s. od. 

(32) Joar Ibrahimpur : area, 388 acres, or *60 of a square mile; 
8 villages; 5 estates; land revenue, ^44, 8s. od. 

(33) Kankjol: area, 5199 acres, or 8*12 square miles; 18 
villages; 7 estates; land revenue, ^486. 

(34) Kantnagar: area, X2,X33 acres, or 18*95 square miles; 
42 villages; 5 estates; land revenue, ^1040, 6s. od 

(35) Kasimnagar: area, 4487 acres, or 7*01 square miles; 17 
villages; 6 estates; land revenue, ,£148, 18s. od 

(36) Kasipur: area, 19,396 acres, or 30*30 square miles; 125 
villages; 37 estates; land revenue, ^2250, 16s. od. 

(37) Katgarh : area, 1556 acres, or 2*43 square miles; n 
villages; 6 estates; land revenue, ^162, 16s. od 

(38) Khargram : area, 14,150 acres, or 22*11 square miles; X53 
villages; 48 estates ; land revenue, £1188. 

(39) Kulberla. : area, 60,667 acres, or 94*79 square miles ; 406 
villages; 74 estates; land revenue, ^5302, 4s. od. 

(40) Kumar-pratap : area, 220,191 acres, or 344*05 square miles; 
1033 villages; 1x5 estates] land revenue, ,£20,548, 18s. od. 

(41) Kutabpur: area, 20,289 acres, or 31*70 square miles; 204 
villages; 77 estates; land revenue, £2271, ros. od. 

(42) Lashkarpur: area, 25,384. acres, or 39*66 square miles; 
266 villages; 15 estates; land revenue, £1468, 6s. od 

(43) Mahalandi : area, 37,626 acres,or 58*79 square miles; 828 
villages; 86 estates; land revenue,£28ro, 6s. od. 

(44) Majkurj : area, 449 acres, or *70 of a square mile; 2 
villages; 2 estates; land revenue, £80, 12s. od 

(45) Mangalpur: area, 7073 acres, or 11*05 square miles; 196 
villages; xi estates; land revenue, £33^ 8s. od. 
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(46) Manqharshahi: area, J3 acres, or m n of a square mile; 
1 village; 1 estate; land revenue, £17, 4s. o& 

(47) Masumaead j area* 604 .acres, or "54 of a square mile; 
3 villages; 3 estates; land revenue, £135, 10&, a cl. 

(4S) Mohahfue.: area, 4728 acres, or 7*39 square miles; i (5 
villages; 2 estates; land revenue, £446, 3:2s. od. 

(49) Muhammajd-alipuk: area, 87 8 acres, or x 37 square miles; 
10 villages ; 4 estates ; land revenue, £37, 10s. od. 

(50) Muearifu&s area, 20,274 acres, or 31'68 square miles; 139 
villages; 20 estates; land revenue, £1878, as. od. 

(51) Muzaffarfur : area, 2005 acres, or 313 square miles; 6 
villages; 2 estates; land revenue, ^21 r,- 14s. od* 

(52) Kasipur : area, 4374 acres, or 7'35 square miles; 31 vil¬ 
lages; 8 estates; land revenue, £411, zs. od. 

(53) Nawanagar : area, 44,772 acres, or £jg’g6 square miles; 352 
villages; X70 estates; land revenue, £6075, rss, od. 

(54) Nawasikha Fathipur: area, 7286 acres, or 1133 square 
miles; 9 villages; 4 estates; laud revenue, £467, 145. od. 

(55) Falasi : area, 1139 acres, or 17S square miles ; 103 villages; 
27 estates; land revenue, £3140, 14s. od. 

(56) FaTikararl : area, 28,308 acres, or 44'23 square miles ; 107 
villages; zi estates; land revenue, £1254, 165, od. 

(57) RaHHAballaBHpur.: area, 9434 acres,, or 3474 square miles; 
47 villages; z estates; land revenue,£880, 1 as. od. 

(58) F-ajclul ; area, 21,323 acres, qr 3301 square miles; 65 vil¬ 
lages; 10 estates; land revenue, £1241, 18s, od. 

(59) E.ajshahi ; area, 16,987 acres, or 26-54 square miles; iri 
villages; 30 estates; land revenue, £1542, 16s. od, 

(60) FjQKanfur; area, 93*3:50 acres, or 145 J 55 square miles; 308 
villages; 27 estates; land revenue, ,£7765, 25. od. 

(6r) Samaskhani : area, 22,060 acres, or 3447 square miles; 171 
villages; 69 estates; land revenue, £1479? as. od. 

(62) 9 hA 2 £Bazpue. : area, 11,092 acres, or 17’3 3 square miles; 32 
villages ; 5 estates; land revenue, £1217, €s. od. 

(63) Shajcjahanpur : area, 4710 acres, 01 7-36 square miles; 60 
villages; 5 estates; land revenue, £653, xSs. od. 

(64) Sh.aiisAC.im PUR : area, 1033 acres, or x '6 r square miles; 8 
villages; 2 estates; land revenue, £48-, iSs. od. 

(65) Shahzadpur : area. 20,532 acres, or 32’0 8 square miles ; 204 
villages; 92 estates; land revenue, £=550, 2s. od. 
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(66) Sherpur : area, 54,677 acres, or 85-43 square miles; 298 
villages ; 77 estates ; land revenue, £6696. 

(67) Sultanuzial: area, 18,135 acres > 01 28*34 square miles; 
130 villages ; 40 estates; land revenue, ;£i744> 4S- od. 

(68) Swarupsinh : area not given; 1 village; 1 estate; land 
revenue, j£6, 14s. od. 

(69) Waziracad : area, 13,859 acres, or 21*65 square miles; 77 
villages; 19 estates ; land revenue, ,£1013, 10s. od 

The foregoing 69 Fiscal Divisions, according to the Statistics 
furnished by the Board of Revenue, contain a total area of 1,495,706 
acres, or 2337-04 square miles, comprising 2850 estates, and pay 
a total Government land revenue of .£234,390,18s. od. In correc¬ 
tion of these figures, it may be mentioned that the area of the Dis¬ 
trict, as returned by the Boundary Commissioner in 1874, is 2462-44 
square miles; that the number of estates in 1871 was returned at 
2853, and the total amount of land revenue in the same year at 
£133,062, 10s. od- The total number of villages enumerated 
above is 11,481; the Census Report of 1872, adopting a different 
definition, returned the number of * villages, mauzds , or townships * 
at 3753. In explanation of this discrepancy, it may be mentioned 
that the Revenue definition of a village includes spots which have 
ceased to be inhabited. 

Meteorology.—B arhampur is one of the 24 stations which have 
been chosen to return special data to the meteorological depart¬ 
ment. The following paragraphs have been condensed from the 
annual reports of the Meteorological Reporter to the Government 
of Bengal for the years r87i and 1872. The elevation of Barham¬ 
pur above the sea has been definitely determined by spirit level to 
be 65 feet It is situated 270 miles from the sea, 30 miles below 
the point where the Bhdgirathf leaves the Ganges. It is thus on 
the edge of the delta, for the ground rises from a short distance 
to the west of the river up to the foot of the Rdjmahdl hills, and 
the undulating country of Bfrbhilm. The averages of the mean 
atmospheric pressures for the four years ending 1872 are as fol¬ 
low:—January, 29-948; February, 29-876; March, 29790; April, 
29-676; May, 29-568; June, 29-442; July, 29-467; August, 29-541; 
September, 29*624; October, 29769 ; November, 29*908; Decem¬ 
ber, 29-975; annual average, 29-725. The mean monthly tem¬ 
peratures for the same period of four years are :—January, 65-3° ; 
February, 70*7°; March, 78-2°; April, 85-5°; May, 86-3°; June, 84-6°; 


meteorology. 


July* S4 r o°; August, S4 - i°; September, &j r 4°; October, 817° j 
November, 73'5° ■ December, 66-2* \ annual average, jS'T. The 
highest maximum, lowest minimum, and mean, monthly tempera¬ 
tures, by day, are thus returned for the two years 1871-72. In 
1S71—Januaty, highest maximum, Sg'o 0 ; lowest minimum, 48‘5°; 
mean, 65-9 d . February, max., 94'5°; nun,, $$ m S°} roean, 73'5*. 
March, max., io 2 j o a ' uuo-j 55 '°% mca a, yS'o 0 . April, max., 
io6'o"« min., 66 -q^j mean, S4’3 C ’ H May, max,, loo'o' 1 ; min., 
157 5°; mean, 83-5°. June, max., 98^; min., 77V; mean, fij's"* 
July, max., 94 r o“j min., 77 , o (I ; mean, S3'2 s .. August, max., 93‘o*; 
min., 76-5°; mean, 84-1°, September, max., 93'5°; min., 76'5 S ; 
mean, S3‘I 0 * October, max., 940 s ; min., 69'3 s ; mean, Sa'3^ 
November, max., gr L o s ; min., 57V; mean, 74-8** December, 
max., Se'o"; min,, 5c5° j mean, 6710°. In 3S72—January, max,, 
85-0° ; min., 47-5 s ; mean, -65"ft 0 . February, max., 925°; min,, 
67‘5" > m eau, 67 '9°, March, max., 103^5"; min., Geo' 1 ; mean, 
Si*s* April, max., 109*0*3 min r , 65*0° 3 mean, S3'ft*. May, max,, 
107'5 0 ; min., 7r’o fr ; mean, Sy-ri 1 , June, max., ro6’5 s ; min,, 75 J o c j 
mean, 86 t o° July, max., 103'5° 3 min., 76'5° 3 mean, 84 m z a . August, 
max., gg-j 13 ; min., 77*0° 3 mean, S^g 0 . September, max., 96 'd* 3 
min., 76’o a 3 mean, 83'9* October, max., 95^5*; min., 69-5*; 
mean, 81‘a". November, max, 89-5° 3 mm., 57*0°; mean, 75’4°, 
December, max., S4 , q d ; min., 53'5*3 mean, 6S* D . The maximum, 
minimum, and mean monthly readings of the grass radiation ther¬ 
mometer, by night, are thus returned for the same years. In iSyr— 
January, max,, 58'5°; min,, 390* mean, 47 J o D . February, mix., 
63*5*3 min., 49*o*; mean, 53’ 1*. March, max,, 67 V; min., 49'5^ 
mean, 58-1°. April, max., 76-0°3 min,, 6a’5°; mean, 7o - 2*. May, 
max., 7 6'0*3 min., <>4 - 5 0 3 mean, 7i'5 n . June, max., 79‘o* ; min,, 
74”3°; mean, 76*7*, July, max, 79*5*3 min., 74-5°; mean, jfi-S 0 . 
August, max., 79 r o*; min., 74^3 0 ; mean, 77'1* ^September, max,, 
79*0°; min., 74*5°3 mean, 75'9°. October,max., 770°; min., 64*0*3 
mean, 7i r b°. November, max, 67*0*3 min., 45 *g 4 3 mean, 58*1, 
December, max., 57 '0° 3 min., 43-0*; mean, 30V, In 1872— 
January, max., gS'o'j min,, 40*0°; mean, 48*9. February, max., 
58*5*3 min., 43 m o°; mean, 50*8°. March, max, dg'o*; mim, 5a■5°; 
mean, 37 "S' 5 . April, max., 78*0° 3 min., 59"5°; mean, 697°. May, 
max, Sr5° 3 mia, 68'o°; mean, 74-0^ June, max., Berg* 1 3 min., 
73*0*3 mean, 767*. July, max., So'0*3 mim, 74*5°; mean, 76*6°. 
August, max., 79*0*3 min., 74 J o' 3 ; mean, 77*3*. September, max., 
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79*o°; mb., 73*0°; mean, 75*6°. October, max., 76*5°; min., 
63'o # ; mean, 70-1°. November, max., 68*o°; min., 51-0°; mean, 
6i*o°. December, max, 67*o°; min., 46*0°; mean, 53*4°. The 
average annual rainfall, deduced from a series of observations 
extending over a period of fourteen years ending 1872, amounts 
to 54*30 bches. The monthly rainfall for the year 1871 is returned 
as follows:—January, nil; February, 0*02 inches; March, 128; 
•April, 3*69; May, 6*22; June, 13 82 ; July, 14 31; August, 12*14; 
September, 15*77; October, 1*82; November, nil; December, 
nil; total for tire year, 69*07 inches, or 14*77 inches in excess of the 
annual average The monthly rainfall for 1872 was :—January, 
0*04 inches; February, 2*81; March, 0*14; April, 0*63; May, 
3*30; June, 13*66; July, 9*00 ; August, 9*48; September, 14*37 ; 
October, 12*19; November, nil; December, nil; total for the 
year, 65*62 bches, or 11*32 inches b excess of the annual average. 
The general direction of the wind on an average of three years is 
thus returned :—From November to February, inclusive, N.W.; 
from March to April, S.W.; from May to September, S.E.; and 
October, N.E. The average diurnal rate of motion of the wind in 
miles is thus returned for each month, on an average of two years :— 
January, 37*2; February, 41*4; March, 56*5; April, 88*7; May, 
99*7; June, 128*9; July, 99*4; August, 78*1; September, 75*6; 
October, 47*7; November, 29*0; December, 28*1. 

The climate of Murshidibdd District does not differ in any 
important respect from that of the rest of Lower Bengal. It is 
separated into the three usual seasons,—the hot, cold, and rainy 
weather. The only peculiarity is, that b the hot season a hot wbd 
is wont to set in, blowing from the Elrh or western half of the 
District over the Brigri or eastern portion. 

The District is not liable to be desolated by cyclones. On the 
occasion of the great cyclone of October 1864, it was found that 
Barhampur lay at the extreme northern limit of the area of destruc¬ 
tion. The following account of the meteorological phenomena 
exhibited on that occasion, as given by the Civil Surgeon, is quoted 
on p. 53 of the official Report on the Calcutta Cyclone: —‘On 4th 
October the sky was cloudy, with occasional showers from the 
eastward, and thunder. At 4 p.m. the aneroid stood at 29*70, and 
the thermometer showed 84°. At daybreak on the 5th there was 
a thick, driving mist, with a strong easterly wbd blowbg b gusts. 
By 7 a.m. the mist had changed into a* heavy rain, the wind at the 
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same time increasing, As the day advanced the rain continued, 
and the wind gradually veered round to northward* and increased in 
violence. By 7 p.X. it was north-north-east; by dark it was nearly 
noith, and blowing in gusts with heavy nun. It continued to 
increase in force till about to p,m , when it was from the north-west. 
From this time it gradually subsided, At the time of its greatest 
force* it was not stronger than an ordinary equinoctial gale, so 
common at the breaking up of the monsoon \ and it did but little 
injury beyond blowing down a few trees and native huts* and 
sinking some country boats. The trees blown down were all lying 
from north-north-west to south-south-east At daybreak next 
morning the wind was due west The barometer (aneroid) read¬ 
ings for the gth were as follow i—At 6 a.ta H , apySj at re A-M,, 
29‘tip } at 4 f.m., 29'47 ; at 10 p.m., 29*30, At 6 a, in. of the 
following day the reading was The fall of rain during the 

two days* the 4th and 5th, amounted to a total of 3'43 inches.' 
* At R£inpur Hit* thirty miles west, and a little north of Barhampur, 1 
as reported by a civil engineer in the service of the Railway 
Company, 1 it was blowing rather fresh during the day (the 5th), with 
heavy showers, but the wind was not so strong as to attract par¬ 
ticular notice. The prevailing direction was from the north-east, 
and it blew stronger between 9 and ri f,m, than it did during the 
day. Between 5 and 7 f.m. [t was quite calm - 3 the wind commenced 
again after 7, and blew more from the north/ 

Medicau ASPECTS.—The following general description is taken 
from the Report of the Revenue Surveyor (3857) >—*The District of 
Murshidhbf d cannot be called healthy. The western side of the 
Bhigirathf has more claim.? to the title than the eastern, but on 
neither bank do the inhabitants appear Tobust and strong j they 
ane all weakly-looking, and short in stature. Fever and cholera 
are the great scourges of the District, more especially in the towns 
and villages on the Bh^girathf, and above all in the city of 
MuTshidibid and its environs. In fact, in the large Msdrs^ cases 
are to be found ah the year round. As a general rule, the months 
of March, April, and May, preceding the rainy weather, and 
October, November, and half of December, which follow the cessa¬ 
tion of the rains, are the most unhealthy months. No sooner 
does the Ehigiraihi fall sufficiently low to allow the jhil waters 
to drain off into it, than sickness commences all along the river 
hanks,. It is to this influx of jhil water that the natives themselves 
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attribute the sickness so prevalent before the cold season has fairly- 
set in. When to this is added the numerous half-burned bodies 
that are daily thrown into the river, which is then almost a 
chain of stagnant pools, there is little cause to wonder at the 
sickness of those who habitually use this water for drinking and 
cooking purposes. The English residents at Barhampur use either 
rain water collected during the rains, or resort to the wells in the 
Station. The well-water is not very good, and is all more or less 
impregnated with some saline matter, which gives it a slightly soft 
and brackish flavour. Tire sipdMs in the lines generally use tank 
water, and enjoy good health.’ 

So far as can be gathered from the statistics furnished by the 
dispensaries and the jail hospital, it would seem to have been 
proved by the experience of several years that warmth and healthi¬ 
ness, cold and unhealthiness, regularly go together. The months 
from February to June, despite the prevalence of cholera during the 
hot season, are uniformly the most healthy; while those from 
August to January, with the singular exception of September, are 
the unhealthiest. According to the returns for both 1871 and 1872, 
October, November, and December are by far the three most 
unhealthy months of the year, fever being the most fatal disease. 
An increase in the mortality from fever regularly commences in 
August, when the rivers begin to rise, and continues to the close of 
the year; a circumstance which indicates that the cold caused by 
evaporating moisture is the chief cause of these febrile attacks. 
Bowel complaints, also, are found to be most fatal from November 
to January; and in the year 1871 cholera was abnormally prevalent 
at the same season of the year. These facts seem to support the 
theory of the Civil Surgeon, who attributes the unhealthiness of the 
District to the fact that the poorer inhabitants do not, and cannot, 
sufficiently protect themselves from cold. * The pernicious action 
of cold on persons who are never in a healthy state, and arc 
unprovided with good food, warm clothing, and comfortable houses, 
can be easily understood; and, doubtless, even the intense heat of 
May, which to Europeans is so unbearable, is not really so danger¬ 
ous to health as insidious attacks of cold on a weak and insuffi¬ 
ciently nourished people.* 

Diseases. —Among the endemics to be found permanently in the 
District, are malarious fever, splenitis, elephantiasis, and hydrocele. 
Cholera, also, may be regarded as an endemic in Murshiddbdd. 
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Splenitis is very common, especially in those parts of the District 
where the drinking water is bad The Civil Surgeon states that in 
nine out of every ten cases observed, the spleen is found to be 
in an enlarged state. The prevalence of both elephantiasis and 
hydrocele is said to be Induced by the peculiar composition of the 
water. It is stated, however, as worthy of notice, that cases of 
elephantiasis and goitre are almost entirely absent from dispensary 
practice. There is a peculiar kind of fever, known by the name of 
sdnjar , which is peculiar to the District. Persons suffering from 
gonorrhoea and syphilis are generally subject to it. A high fever 
comes on for three or four days, accompanied by pain and swelling 
of the testes, usually at the full or new moon. 

Malarious fever, of the type which is universal in Lower Bengal, 
is extremely common in Murshid£b£d District. Out of a total of 
1 a, 530 deaths, reported by the police during the two years 1 £71^7 2, 
no less than io,rSo or 7 3 y 3 per cent were assigned to this cause. 
Tn the same two years, a total of £645 persons were treated for 
fever and ague at the several dispensaries of the District, out of a 
grand totat of 33,535 patients, being jy'Si per cent of the whole- 
Of the fever patients, 31 died, or 13do per cent of the total number 
of deaths. The cold months of the year, from October to January, 
are those in which fever is most prevalent. Of late yearn, fever has 
not taken an actively epidemic form in any part of the District, 
though its severity every year is affected by the duration of the 
rains 01 the extent of the floods. In 1S73, malarious fever pre¬ 
vailed to a greater extent and with more severity than usual; the 
worst months were April and May, and August to November. No 
traces of the terrible Bardw^n fever have been observed in MurshidA- 
bdd, except in the very outskirts of thdnd Bbaratpur, which adjoins 
Bardwfri District, Continued and remittent fevers arc very rare; 
and when they do occur, they are complicated with spleen and liver 
congestions. There are certain spots in the District which have 
been desolated by fever within the present century, and which still 
remain deserted. Of these the most conspicuous is Kdsimb^aar, 
where the old stagnant channel of the Bhagirritbi still attests the 
cause of the pestilence which overthrew this once flourishing city. 
It is said that the place was depopulated by a malarious fever in 
2814, the year which immediately followed the change of course of 
the river. There are still a few miserable inhabitants, who haunt 
the banks of the Klsimbtadr lake, as the stagnant pool is yet 
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called; but their sickly condition can never be ameliorated until 
either that lake be drained, or a current of fresh water be diverted 
into it. Binagar, the residence of the celebrated Rim Bhawini, is 
said to have been destroyed in the beginning of this century by a 
similar catastrophe. The village of Mirzipur, in the tkdnd of the 
same name, has also been ruined by fever; though in this case the 
cause of the malaria was not equally manifest Prior to r862, 
Mirzipur was considered a very healthy place, and had a large 
population, chiefly composed of silk manufacturers and weavers. But 
in that year a virulent outbreak of malarious fever took place; and 
it is said that in a few months half the inhabitants either died 
or left their homes. Medical relief was at length sent, and the 
mortality greatly diminished; but at the present time the village 
cannot boast of a single healthy person. A neighbouring village 
called Belghiti has met with the same fate. Both these two 
villages have dirty holes and old ponds, with innumerable clumps 
of bamboos and other trees on the sides. It is conjectured that 
the decomposing vegetable matter engendered under these circum¬ 
stances was the proximate cause of the malarious poison. 

Cholera is normally present in the District at almost all seasons 
of the year. According to the police returns, there was not a single 
month in 1871 during w r hich some deaths from cholera did not 
take place; and in 1872, June was the only month entirely free 
from this disease. In r87i there was a severe outbreak in Novem¬ 
ber and December,—a most unusual occurrence,—and 525 deaths 
‘ out of a total of 659 took place during those two months. In the 
neighbourhood of Azfmganj, cholera appeared sporadically in 
October, and was attributed to eating rotten hilsd fish. In 1872 
there was less cholera than in the preceding year; only 442 deaths 
against 659. Of these, by far the majority were in January, Febru¬ 
ary, and March; and no less than 383 of them occurred in the 
southern thdnds of the Districts. Concerning the local incidence 
of this disease the Civil Surgeon remarks : ‘ It was observable that 
along the main roads and tire river banks, where traffic and com¬ 
munication are greatest, there the least cholera occurred ; whereas 
in Kindi in the south-west, and Nawidi in the south-east, which 
have but unmetalled roads, the cholera was severest and stayed 
longest.’ In 1873 there was an outbreak of more than usual 
violence in the western part of the District. 

Small-pox regularly recurs in an epidemic form in the spring, 
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before the commencement of the hot weather, because inoculation 
is chiefly practised at that time. In 1S71, the number of reported 
deaths from this disease was 46, of which 39 were in March j in 
1873, the reported number was 56, of which 29 were in April and 
May. In the latter year, this disease, like cholera, was almost con¬ 
fined to the southern ihdnds of the District, in which 47 out of tire 
56 deaths were recorded. The Civil Surgeon writes: s There are a. 
large number of Hindus and some Musdlmans from Beliar and die 
North-West residing in the District, who absolutely refuse to have 
themselves and their children vaccinated. These people, there¬ 
fore, suffer most; and when small-pox gets among them, it continues 
for a long time. They do not isolate the attacked, to prevent 
contagipn ; they buy and sell, and wash, and go into the infected 
houses, utterly regardless of the result. One woman told me lately : 
(t If K£li takes my child, she will. It is not our custom to offend 
her by vaccination.” Stopping inoculation lias had one good 
effect; the inoculators are now taking to vaccination as a means of 
living. With the Magistrate^ consent, I have given panttdn&s to 
three of these men, and supplied, them with lymph. They had first 
to obtain a character from some respectable native, and then to 
take the panvd?hi to the [head constable of the ihdnd in which 
they practised \ and lastly, they bad to send in their returns through 
him,* In 1873 there was a very severe outbreak of small-pox in 
certain parts of the District, 

Concerning general Sanitation and Conservancy, the Civil 
Surgeon reported in 1872 : £ The municipalities are gradually doing 
good, in cleaning roads and casting away refuse ; but there is much 
yet to be done. It is not compulsory on. the people to dean their 
Own drains. The drainage generally is bad, for the Jhils and tanks 
are but reservoirs of filth, and they are often so close to the wells 
as to affect the drinking wafer. 1 

At the fairs and religious gatherings deaths from cholera and fever 
are now and then observable, but the mortality is not of such a 
nature as to be worthy of special notice. 

Vital Statistics.— Biom the commencement of 1S73, a new 
scheme of registration was introduced, in accordance with which the 
general vital statistics of Bengal were disregarded as hopelessly in¬ 
accurate, and special areas, one in the town and one in the country 
of each District, were selected as the scene of a more minute and 
regular system. The urban area chosen in Mursbidibdd is Gord- 
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bizix, the southern suburb of the Civil Station, with a total popula¬ 
tion of 4903 souls. The number of deaths within this area during 
1873 was 241, which gives a death-rate of 49*15 P er thousand per 
annum, or 20*77 above the average death rate for all the selected 
urban areas of Bengal. This death-rate was the highest in any 
town in Bengal, with the single exception of Bardwdn town, where 
the epidemic fever was still felt During the first two quarters of 
the year, the ascertained death-rate of Gord-bdzdr had been as high 
as 67-3. The selected rural area is covered by the villages of 
Chitdm and Mirzdpur, with a population of 4651 souls. The 
number of ascertained deaths in 1873 was 105, giving a death-rate 
of 2 2 "57 per thousand per annum, or *51 above the average death- 
rate for all the selected rural areas of Bengal. 

Indigenous Vegetable Drugs. —The following list of drugs 
used in the District of Murshiddbdd has been furnished by the Civil 
Surgeon, on whom I rely for the scientific identifications:—(1) 
Seth karubi (Nerium odorum), or sweet-scented oleander; the root 
is narcotic and a violent poison. It is used in fevers in very small 
doses, and it forms an ingredient in the poison pill or bishbori of the 
kabir&js. Sometimes it is used internally for criminal purposes, to 
cause abortion. When given in large doses, it causes death by tetanic 
convulsions. (2) Kurchi (Wrightia anti-dysenterica); the bark of 
the tree is an excellent remedy for dysentery. The bark is a tonic, 
and the seeds are used as a febrifuge. (3) Aland (Calotropis 
gigantea); the bark of the root is an emetic, used in leprosy. (4) 
Antamul (Tylophora asthmatica); the bark of the root is an 
emetic, used in asthma; a substitute for ipecacuanha. (5) Anan- 
tamul (Hemidesmus Indicus); the root is diuretic, alterative, and 
a febrifuge; a substitute for sarsaparilla. (6) Nebu (Citrus ber- 
gamia); the juice is used as a vehicle for administering other medi¬ 
cines. (7) Bel (digle marmelos); the pulp of the fruit is used in 
dysentery. (8) Kathbel (Feronia elephantum); the pulp of the 
fruit is used as a refrigerant in the form of syrup. (9) Bakdsh 
(Justicia adhatoda); the leaves, stem, and fruit used in the form of 
a decoction in asthma and bronchitis, as an expectorant (10) Nlm 
(Azadirachta Indica); the bark of the stem and leaves are a tonic 
and febrifuge, used in fevers and leprosy; the infusion of leaves is 
used in washing indolent sores. (11) Darimba (Punica granaturo) ; 
the bark of the root is used as a vermifuge. (12) list or masind 
(Linura usitatissimum); the flour from the seeds is used as a poul- 
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rice, and the decoction of the seeds is demulcent. The boiled oil is 
used in pointing and varnishes. {13) Ghrita-kitm&ti (Aloe Indica) ; 
the extract is a purgative. (24) Pudina (Mentha, sativa); a favourite 
medicine of the kahir&js in dyspeptic complaints. (15) Tuhl (Oci- 
mum sanctum); the leaves are a tonic and febrifuge, (id) Mithi 
(Trigone 11 a fosnum-graecuiii) ; the seeds are demulcent, used in 
dysentery. (37) Pa Ids (Butea frondosa); the gum of the tree is 
the Bengal kins. (jS) Kutich (Abms precatoiins); the root is a 
substitute for liquorice. (19) Alkushi (Mucuna prjriens); the 
haira covering the pods are used in the treatment of worm cases, 
(20) Babul (Acacia Arabic a.) ; the gum is demulcent, (ar) Jsanmul 
(Aristolochia IndEca); the roots are a tonic- and astringent, used 
in snake bites. (22) Kdld sartshd and sddd sarishd (Sinapis 
nigra and S. alba) ; the seeds yield a fixed oil. (23) Muthd 
(Cyperus perter.uis); the roots are a tonic, used in fevers in the 
form of an, infusion or decoction* called in the vernacular pancham 
or hard , (24) Tcori (Ipomoea turpethum); the Toots are purgative* 

(25) HarUaki (Ter min alia die hula); the powdered nut used as a 
purgative. (26) Kankur (Cucumis utilissimus); the seeds are 
diuretic, (27) Jmpal or jamalgvta (Croton tigliitm); the oil from 
the seed is cathartic; one seed is a sufficient dose for an adult. 
(2S) Arenda (Rlcinus communis); the seeds yield castor-oil (29) 
Ba^h bhirtnda (Jatropha curcas); die leaves used as a poultice to 
hasten suppuration. (30) CMretd (Ophelia cbirata); the stem and 
root are a tonic, febrifuge, and laxative, used in fevers and cases of 
general debility. (31) Amalt&s (Cassia vsl Cathar to carpus fistula); 
the pulp of the seed is a laxative, (32) Scn#-mukhi (Cassia elon- 
gata); the leaves used in the form of an infusion as a purgative. 
(33) Amli or tmtul (Tamarindus Indies); the pulp is used as a 
purgative. (34) Kat karunja (Csesalpinia bonducella)* or bonduc- 
nuts; the kernel of the seed is an antiperiodic and febrifuge 
(35) Upard‘jitd (Clitorea tcmaica); the seeds are a purgative and 
emetic, but seldom used, (36) Ckdinpd (Michelia champaca); the 
bark is a tonic. (37) GektntM (Cocculus cordifolius); the stem 
is a tonic and febrifuge ; an extract prepared frotn it is used in fevers* 
(3S) Bhindid (Hibiscus esculentus); the fresh fruit is demulcent 
and expectorant. (39) Sujind (Moringa pterygosperma); the fresh 
root is used in paralysis, intermittent fevers* etc. (40) Amrul (Oxalis 
comiculata.); the leaves used as an acid drink in fevers. (41) 
Ndrikd (Cocos nucifera); cocoa-nut oil. (42) Pipul (Piper longum) 
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the root is used as a stimulant. (43) Pdn (Chavica betel); stimu¬ 
lant (44) Posto (Papaver somniferum); grows in the gardens, but 
opium is not prepared in the District. (45) Sial-kdntd (Argemone 
Mexicana); a laxative and stomachic. The seeds yield a large 
quantity of oil. (46) L&l-chitra (Plumbago rosea). The bark is 
used for the purpose of blistering, and also in criminal designs to 
cause abortion. (47) Isabgul (Plantago ispaghula); the seeds are 
demulcent, used in gonorrhoea. (48) Gdchhmarich (Capsicum 
annuum); a powerful stimulant, used in dyspepsia. (49) Sddd 
dhdtitra and Mid dhdtura (Datura alba, and D. fastuosa) ; the 
leaves are used for smoking in asthma; the seeds for criminal pur¬ 
poses to cause intoxication. (50) Tamaku (Nicotiana tabacum); a 
narcotic, emetic, and powerful sedative, (51) Kantlkdri (Solanum 
jacquini); the dried plant in the form of a decoction, used as a 
febrifuge. (52) Gdnjd (Cannabis sativa vel Indica); the dried 
flower and floral leaves called gdnjd, the leaves called bhdng, and 
the seeds sidhi, are all narcotic. (53) Ajawdn (Carum vel Ptychotis 
ajowan); (54) sajird (Carum nigrum) ; and (55) pdnmuri or son/ 
(Fceniculum panmorium), or fennel. The seeds of all these three 
plants are carminative. (56) Bhdnt (Clerodendron viscosum) * fhe 
juice of the fresh leaves is used in fevers, as a tonic and antiperiodic. 
(57) Adrakh (Zingiber officinale); (58) buck (Z. zerumbet); and (59) 
haldi (Curcuma longa) are all three used as carminatives. 

Charitable Dispensaries. —There are three dispensaries, and 
three branch dispensaries in Murshiddbdd District. The following 
account of each is taken from the Annual Reports for the years 
187r and 1872 :—In 1872 the total number of in-door patients 
treated was 565, and of out-door patients 16,671; giving a grand 
total of 17,236 patients, or 1-27 per cent, of the District population. 

(1) The Barhampur Hospital and Dispensary are both 
situated in the same building. The institution was founded in 
January 1855, and its advantages are estimated to extend to a 
population of 39,866 persons. The dispensary buildings and the 
necessary offices are in good repair, and there is ample accommoda¬ 
tion for both male and female patients. The income derived from 
subscriptions is small; but at the close of 1872 there was a capital 
invested of nearly ^4000, bearing as yearly interest ^159, 14s. od. 
In 1871, the in-patients treated numbered 238, and the out-patients 
4008; in 1872, these numbers were 352 and 4959 respectively, 
showing an increase of more than 1000 during the year. In 1871, 
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there -were 45 deaths among the in-patients, or rS'po per cent, of 
the total number; in 1872, the Dumber had diminished to 3S, giving 
an average death-rate of only 1075. In 1871, the total income, 
including balance in hand, amounted to ^757, ds, 71I ; and the 
expenditure, exclusive of the coat of European medicines, to ^403, 
ids. 4&; the cost to Government, in the form of salaries, etc., and 
medicines, was £264, 17s. 4th In iSja, the total income amounted 
to ^652, as. od.; the expenditure to ^P54, 6s. od., of which 
Government paid ^244. According to a further analysis, it 
appears that in this latter year the amount of local subscrip¬ 
tions was only ^40, is s. od., or about 4 per cent, of the total 
expenditure. 

(2) The MtmfiHiDABAE City Dispensary was established in 
1845, apparently on the condition that the Naivdb Ndaim, who 
gave tile original building, should beep it in repair, and subscribe 
£,20 per annum toward the general expenses, while the remainder 
of the cost should be defrayed by Government. The population 
of the city numbers 46,182, but the attendance on the dispensary 
is much smaller than might be expected. ■ A midwifery department 
has been established, in which the number of cases treated averages 
about is in the year. Besides the dhdi^ or professional midwife, 
there is a pupil who has voluntarily attached herself for the pur¬ 
pose of learning the art. Both these women arc native Chris¬ 
tians. During the year 1872 important improvements were made 
in the buildings. A large midwifery ward was built, with a broad 
verandah in front and an inner roam behind; a new dead-bo-use 
was constructed in the outer yard, secluded, but yet convenient; 
and the whole dispensary was thoroughly repaired and put in ex¬ 
cellent order. In 187 r, the in-patients treated numbered rog, aud 
the out-patients 6147 ; in 1S72, these numbers were 79 and 5237 
respectively. The decrease is attributed to the protracted sickness 
and death of the native surgeon in charge. In 1871, the number 
of deaths was iS, or ifi-fiS per cent, of the total of in-door patients 
treated; and in 1872 the deaths numbered 30, or 2531 per cent. 
In rSyr, the total income amounted to ^604, 3s. ud.; the ex¬ 
penditure to £32$, 45. ird.; the cost to Government was ^315, 
5s. 4d In 1S72, the total income was ^£351, 103, od.; the ex¬ 
penditure £612, 18s. od.; and the cost to Government £304* 
as. od. 

(3) Tjte Azimbanj Dispensary was founded in 1866 by Rii 
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Dhanpat Sinh Bahddur, and is entirely supported by him, with the 
exception of instruments and medicines supplied by Government 
His contributions amount to a little over jQ 160 a year. He has 
lately added a ward for incurable or moribund cases, and made 
other minor improvements. The sick from the thands of Asdnpur 
and Minulldbdzdr attend this dispensary; the total population of these 
two thdnds being about 36,000. The Civil Surgeon of the District 
views with some suspicion the statistics of this dispensary. In 1871, 
the in-patients treated numbered 137, and the out-patients 2327; 
in 1872, these numbers were r34 and 2301 respectively, showing 
a small decrease in the total. In 1871, there were n deaths 
among the in-patients, or 8-03 of the total number; in 1872, the 
deaths were 34, or 25*37 per cent In 1871, tire income amounted 
to ^170,16s. 8d.; the expenditure also to ^170, r 6s. 8d.j the cost 
to Government was only £10, 3s. od. In 1872, the income was 
^192, 12s. od.; the expenditure also ^£192, 12s. od.; and cost to 
Government^21, 6s. od. 

(4) The Jangipur Branch Dispensary was first founded in 1864, 
and re-organized in 1873. Up to the latter date, it had been merely 
a small and not very efficient establishment, in connection with the 
subdivisional lock-up. But at the commencement of 1873, a meet¬ 
ing of the respectable inhabitants was held, who guaranteed a local 
subscription of jQ$o per annum, and fonvarded a request to Govern¬ 
ment for a separate dispensary under a special native doctor. The 
population of the three thdnds which furnish the patients of this dis¬ 
pensary is about 160,000. It must be recollected that the following 
statistics refer to years prior to the movement just described. In 
1871, the number of out-patients treated was 916, and in 1872, 
1234, showing a considerable increase. There is no accommoda¬ 
tion for in-door patients at Jangipur. In 1871, the total income 
amounted to ^"25, 16s. 7d.; the expenditure also to ^25, 16s. 7d.; 
the cost to Government was ^13, 8s. id. In 1872, the income 
was j£3 S ; expenditure, ^24, 12s. od.; and the cost to Govern¬ 
ment ;£i2. In 1871, only ^7, 16s. od. was collected in subscrip¬ 
tions ; and at the close of the year the establishment was found to 
be in debt to the native doctor. In 1872, the improvement com¬ 
menced; a total of ^23 was collected, and a balance of ;£io, 
7s. rod. was carried over for the following year. 

(5) The Kandi Branch Dispensary was established in April 
1866. The little town of Kindi is situated between the two thdnds 
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of Bhar&tpur and Khargrion, which contain a total population of 
about r 90,00a The dispensary is well supported by local subscrip¬ 
tions* owing to the exertions of the native surgeon. The Kdndi 
municipality gives ^50 a year. The Fdikpfrd estate* now under the 
Court of Wards, also contributes largely* in 1872, the Mahardnl 
made a special donation of ^50. In 1871* the number of outdoor 
patients was 2964; and in 1872* 2940. Acorn modaLion for in-door 
patients at Kindi is now under consideration. In 1871* the total 
income amounted to _^i6o; the expenditure to ^£146, 3.3- 3d.; 
the cost to Government* ^£6* 175. cd. In 1872* the income was 
^209, 14s, cd.; the expenditure, iSs. ocl.; and the cost 

to Government, j£i&* 8s. od In 1872* the subscriptions from 
liuropeans amounted to £\ } ros. od.* and those from natives to 
^184, ids. od* 

(6) The L&lgoia. Dispensary was founded ia 1873 by the heir 
to the Ldlgold Rdj, who supports the establishment entirely at his 
own charges. There is suitable aconraiodation for in-door patients. 
No statistics am available; but when the Civil Surgeon visited the 
place in the early part of 1873, he found everything proceeding in the 
most Satisfactory manner* and ascertained that the average number 
of sick treated daily was eighty out-dooT and eight in-door patients. 

The statistics of all the dispensaries in the District are given in a 
tabular form on the following page. 

Lunatic Asylums.— There are two Government lunatic asylums 
in Murshid^bdd District; one at Mdidapur, about three miles from 
the civil station* an old and unheal thy building; the other, capable 
of accommodating 230 patients, forms a portion of the old Barham- 
t pur barracks, which have lately been, appropriated to this use. It 
was originally contemplated that the new asylum should take over 
the patients from the old* and that the Mdidapur building should be 
entirely disused. But this plan has been abandoned for the pre¬ 
sent* owing to the great increase in the number of lunatics who 
become chargeable to Government During the past eleven years 
this number has almost doubled itself; and consequently, on the 
opening of the Barhampur asylum, it was immediately occupied by 
tire overflow from die crowded asylums in other parts of Bengal* and 
the Miidapur asylum remains as full as even 

In the year 1874 the Statistics of the Miidapur asylum were as 
follow:—Total treated, 98; cured, 14; transferred to friends, 4; died* 

[.Sffflrtffflfff continued on page 25 r. 
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A sixth Dispensary at IAlgolA was opened at the close of 187a, but no statistics arc available. 
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5, or 6 r G per cent; daily average strength , 75 L ir ; daily avenge sick, 
3'23. So far as possible, the lunatics are employed in gardening. 
The Barham pur asylum was first opened towards the dose of TB74, 
and was to a great extent occupied by patients transferred from 
Daland^ and Patn£ r It is capable of accommodating 530 patients. 
During the few months of 1874 that it was open, the statistics were: 
Total treated, n8; cured, nil / transferred to friends, 1; died, 6 ; 
daily average strength, Ss J 3 ; daily average sink, 6. In explanation 
of the comparatively large number of deaths, it is stated that all the 
patients who died were, with one exception, ovct forty years of age; 
and that half died within a month after arrival in tlve asylum. 

Cattle Diseases^ —Mursbiddbid District is liable to be visited 
frequently and severely by various forms of cattle disease; but, 
apparently, not to a greater extent than the neighbouring Districts. 
There is no accurate record preserved of these sc veal visitations, 
nor of the mortality caused by them. The Cattle Plague Commis¬ 
sioners of 1870 visited several villages in the District, and received 
universal testimony that frequent outbreaks of the disease called 
indict lasanta or guti prevailed. This disease is a species of cattle 
small-pox, identified by the Commissioners with the rinderpest of 
Europe, and generally terminates fatally, as no remedial measures 
are adopted. The Symptoms arc thus described :— 33 ry muzzle ; 
discharge from eyes and nose; ears drooping; miliary eruptions all 
over the body; eyes endematous ; excoriation of gums and door of 
mouth; cough; loss of appetite, with difficulty in swallowing; offen¬ 
sive breath; purging of blood and mucus. The eruptions and the 
purging commence on about the third or fourth day ; and the cattle 
die front the third to the fifteenth day. The disease is admitted to 
be contagious, but segregation, as a preventive measure, is altogether 
beyond the abilities of the myats. In one village visited by the 
Commissioners, out of 1.is cattle, 66 had been attacked, and 5 6 died, 
as well as 5 or 6 sheep. One of the informants, a village mandai 
aged ninety years, slated that he had seen the disease four times 
in his life, of which the first occasion was when he was ten 
years old. It was said to occur most commonly in February and 
March. In some villages the disease was called d&kr&j\ but more 
usually basdTita. The Commissioners print a return, from which it 
appears that between 14th June and 5th December 1870, in 95 
villages, 2205 cattle were attacked, and 1441 or 65^ died* A 
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second disease called khurd, to be identified with foot-and-mouth 
disease, was also stated to be of common occurrence; but it very 
rarely proves fatal I gather from another source that there was an 
outbreak of cattle-murrain in the spring of 1864, shortly after the 
Ak'pur exhibition, and that on this occasion the Nawdb Ndzim lost 
several valuable animals. 

Considerable interest is attached to the first recorded outbreak 
of mati or rinderpest at Murshiddbdd in 1832, from the circumstance 
that it was attempted at that time to find in the pustules which 
covered the diseased cattle a substitute for vaccine lymph. Dr. 
Macpherson, then Superintendent of Vaccination at Murshiddbdd, 
apparently relying upon the circumstance that the natives applied 
to the disease among the cattle the same term which they used for 
human small-pox, determined that it could be nothing else than 
natural cow-pox. He selected some cows suffering under the 
malady, clothed them in blankets, and removing the crusts which he 
found developed on the udder on the ninth and tenth days of the 
disease, used these to vaccinate children, and succeeded in pro¬ 
ducing a vesicle, to all appearance vaccine. From the vesicle so 
created, lymph was taken, sent all over India, and used for vaccina¬ 
tion. This discovery took the medical men of India by surprise, 
and produced no little agitation at the time. Efforts were made 
elsewhere to imitate Dr. Macpherson’s practice, until the disastrous 
results that followed upon the experiments in Sylhet overthrew the 
entire hypothesis on which it was founded. 

Family History of the Seths of Murshidabad. —In some of 
my Accounts of other Districts, there have been given brief sketches 
of the family history of the leading landowners. In Murshiddbdd, 
the banking house of Jagat Seth occupies a position of hereditary 
dignity superior to that of any zaminddr; and its history is con¬ 
nected with some of the most critical revolutions in Bengal, both 
during the Muhammadan and English rule. The Seths have been 
not unworthily called * the Rothschilds of India/ and Burke said 
of them that * their transactions were as extensive as those of the 
Bank of England.’ The following paragraphs are partly based 
upon materials supplied by the present representative of the family, 
through the intervention of Rdjd Prasanna Nd.rd.yan Deb Bahddur, 
the Nizimat Dlwdn of the Nawdb. It must, however, be recollected, 
that all the original family papers are said to have been destroyed 
by a fire in the beginning of the present century. 
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The Seths do not trace their antiqui 17 further back than for about 
two hundred years. They are of Rajput descent, belonging to the 
well-known tribe of Mdrwdris, the Jews of India* as they have been 
called, whose hereditary enterprise carries them, as traders to every 
part of the country. Like their tribe-fellows, they were originally 
Jains, of the Svetdittbara sect, and some of them have been munifi¬ 
cent donors to the temples on Pdrasrt^th bill. (See the Statistical 
Account of Hazdribigh District, vol. xvi. pp, 523-157*) The original 
home of the family is said to have been at Nagar, a town of some 
importance in the Rdjput State of Jodhpur. Towards the close of 
the seventeenth century, Hini-nand Salio, to whom the Sc tits refer 
their ancestry, migrated from his native city in search of wealth; as 
so many Rijput and Hindustani families have done. He settled at 
Patni, which was then the second greatest emporium in the lower 
valley of the Ganges, and the site of factories of the Portuguese* 
Dutch* and English, To Hiri-nand Snho were bom seven sons, 
who seem to have all followed their father's profession, and 
established banking firms in different parts of India. The eldest of 
the seven, Mrhiik Chand, who betook himself to Dacca, is regarded 
as the founder of the Seth family. Dacca was at that time the seat 
of the Muhammadan Government, and the natural centre of attraction 
to an enterprising man. When Murshicl Kulf KMn, in I7C4, trans¬ 
ferred the capital to Mutsbiddb 4 d, the banker followed his patron, and 
became the most influential personage at the new court. It would 
seem that M£nik Chand was the right-hand man of the Nawlb in all 
his financial reforms, and also in his private affairs. The establish¬ 
ment of the mint at Murshid^bdd, by which the city was con¬ 
spicuously marked as the new capital of Bengal, was rendered easy 
by the command of specie possessed by the banker. The same 
qualification perhaps suggested, as it certainly facilitated, the funda¬ 
mental change introduced by Mursbid Kulf KMn, in accordance 
with which the mmtnddrx, or other collectors of revenue, paid the 
land tax by monthly instalments at Murshiddbfid. These payments 
passed through the hands of Mdnik Chand, and it was through him 
alsd that the annual revenue of one krgr and fifly Idkhs of rupees 
was annually remitted to the Mughul Emperor; 
whether in specie, as stated by Stewart {History &/Eagnl, p, 238), 
or in drafts and orders, drawn by Mdnik Chand on the correspond¬ 
ing firm of his brother in Dehli, as is suggested in the family history. 
The coffers of M£nik Chand were, moreover, the depositary' of the 
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private hoards of the Nawdb; and on the death of the latter, it is 
said that five Jtrors of rupees remained yet unpaid. Under these 
circumstances, it is easy to believe that the influence of the banker 
became almost as great as that of the Governor. On the one hand, 
Murshid Kulf Khdn is said to have obtained for Mdnik Chand the 
title of ‘ Seth ’ or banker from the Emperor Farrukh-Siyyar, in 1715. 
While, on the other hand, it is asserted in the family history that 
Mdnik Chand had previously ‘ helped Murshid Kuli to purchase 
the continuance of his office of Nawdb of Bengal, after the death of 
Aurangzeb/ It is at least certain that from this time the banker 
and his descendants were recognised as permanent members of the 
Nawdb’s Council, that their influence was of chief importance in 
deciding the result of every dynastic revolution, and that they were 
always in constant communication with the ministers of the Dehli 
Court. 

Mdnik Chand had no children, and he resolved to adopt his 
nephew Fatlii Chand, the head of the firm at Dehli, who had also 
received the title of Seth. The latter was in high favour with the 
Emperor Farrukh-Siyyar, who lay under heavy pecuniary obligations 
to the firm. Mdnik Chand died full of wealth and honours, in 1722; 
and his adopted son at once took his position as the richest banker in 
India, and the most influential man in matters of finance. On the 
occasion of his first visit to Dehli, the Emperor Muhammad Shdh 
conferred on him the title of ‘Jagat Seth/ or * the banker of the world.’ 
This occurrence took place in 1724. According to another account, 
this title was granted by Farrukh-Siyyar; but it is admitted by all that 
Fathi Chand was the first of the family to bear the name of Jagat 
Seth, ■which has since become so well known in history. The 
family chronicle proceeds to state that *he was held in such 
honour at court, that it was proposed to supersede Murshid Kuli 
Khdn, who then lay under the imperial displeasure, and to appoint 
Fathi Chand to the Government of Bengal. But the banker 
refused to occupy the post that was filled by the great patron 
of his family, and by means of his friendly offices procured a 
pardon for the Nawdb. In the Jarman issued on this occasion, 
it was expressly stated that the imperial grace was only exercised 
in consideration for the earnest prayers of Fathi Chand, with 
whom the Nawdb was instructed to consult henceforward on all 
matters of State.’ The Court favour towards Fathi Chand’s 
family was hereditary. A khildt was never sent to the Ndzim 
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of Bengal, without a similar favour being conferred on Jagat 
Seth* A fine emerald seal was for many years preserved in the 
family, as a present from the Emperor, engraved with the title of 
jagat s<th* 

On the death of hfurshid Kuti Khrfn in 1725, the new Nawdb, 
£huj£-ud-Dauld, appointed Fathi Chand to be 00e of his four 
Councillors of State, and seems to have submitted to his advice 
during all tire fourteen years of his peaceful rule. On the accession 
of Sarfarfo KMn in 3739, the hanker retained his position in the 
Council; but the voluptuous passions of the Nawdb Jed to a rupture, 
which is■ thus described in Onne's History of British India i 1 — 
i There was a family of Gentoo merchants at Muxadavad, whose 
head, Juggut-Seat, had raised himself from no considerable origin 
to be the wealthiest banker in the empire, ill tnosi parts of which, 
he had agents supplied with money for remittances, from whom he 
constantly received good intelligence of what was transacting in 
the governments in which they were settled. In Bengal his influ¬ 
ence was equal to that of any officer of tlie administration ; for by 
answering to the treasury as security for most of the renters farming 
the lands of the province, he knew better than any 00 e all the 
details of the revenues; while the great circulation of wealth which 
he commanded rendered Iris assistance necessary ill every emer¬ 
gency of expense. His eldest son was married to a woman of 
exquisite beauty, the report alone of which inflamed the curiosity 
of the Nawib so much, that he insisted on seeing her, although he 
knew the disgrace which would he fixed on the family by showing 
a wife unveiled to a stranger. Neither the remonstrances of the 
father, nor his power to avenge the indignity, availed to divert the 
Nabob from this insolent and futile resolution. The young woman 
was sent to the palace in the evening, and after staying there a 
short space, returned, unviolated indeed, bat dishonoured, to her 
husband. 1 Such fs the cause commonly assigned to account for 
the fact that Jagat Seth fell away from the Naw£b Sarikriz KMn p 
the last heir of the great Murshid Kadi Khin, the patron of his 
family, and joined himself to the adventurer Ah Vardf Khdn. 
But the Seth family give another explanation, which they regard 
as more honourable to their ancestor. They say that Mutshid 
Kulf Kbs£n had. in the course of business, deposited with Manik 
Chand a sum of seven krars of rupees, which had never been 
] Mjiriyas Reprint, iS6t, vol. ti. pp. zt), 30. 
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repaid. 'When Sarfardz Khdn, on his accession, pressed for pay¬ 
ment, Fathi Chand begged for a reasonable interval for its liquida¬ 
tion, and, in the meanwhile, leagued himself with All Vardi Khdn, 
who was already preparing for revolt in Behar. The successful 
issue of this revolution has already been described, in connection 
with the history of Murshiddbdd. 

Fathi Chand died in the year 1744, and was succeeded in his 
title of Jagat Seth by his grandson, Mdhtab Rdi. * His two sons 
had died in his lifetime, but each had left a son; and the two 
cousins, Mdhtab Rdi, the son of the elder brother, and Swanip 
Chand, the son of the younger, who received the title of Mahd- 
rdjd, conjointly entered upon the inheritance of wealth and influ¬ 
ence. The affairs of the Seths were now at their highest tide 
of prosperity. They are said to have possessed a capital of ten 
krors of rupees, or ten millions sterling. When the Marhattas, 
under Bhdskar Pandit, plundered the suburbs of Murshiddbdd 
in 1742, it is stated, even in some English histories, that ‘the 
banking-house of Jagat Seth was despoiled of two krors and a 
half of rupees.* Stewart, in his History of Bengal , reduces this 
incredible figure to three Idkhs. Ghuldm Husdin, the author of 
the Sair-i-Muidkhharim, and who was intimate with the Nawdb, 
asserts that * the Seths could meet at sight a draft for a kror of 
rupees (one million sterling).* The native tradition estimates their 
wealth by saying that they could have, if they chose, blocked up 
with rupees the head of the Bbdgirathi at Siitf. Among the modes 
by which their profits were gained may be mentioned the receipt of 
the revenue of Bengal and its transmission to Dehli, the exchange 
on depreciated currency, and transactions with European merchants. 
There were in those days no treasuries scattered over the country 
in the several Districts. The zamtnddrs collected the revenue, 
and remitted it to the viceregal treasury at Murshiddhdd. Every 
year, at the time of Punya, or annual settlement of the revenue, 
a custom introduced by Murshid Kulf Khdn, all the zamnddrs 
assembled at the bank of the Seths, in order to settle their ac¬ 
counts, adjust the difference of bdttd or discount, and negotiate for 
a fresh supply of funds. From a report on this subject by Mr. 
Batson in 1760, in the Selections from Unpublished Records , it appears 
that Jagat Seth had the privilege of having his money stamped at 
the Murshiddbdd mint, on paying a duty of £ per cent ‘ By which 
privilege, and by his great wealth and influence in the country, he 
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reaps the great benefit arising From the above-mentioned practice 
{btittS) j and the Nawfib finds it convenient to indulge him therein, 
in recompense for the loans and exactions to which he obliges 
him to submit/ With regard to the dealings of the firm with 
European merchants, an element of confusion is introduced by 1 
the circumstance that the term ‘Seih ? means merely banker, and 
that there may very well have been other moncy^dcalers of this 
name besides the great Jagat Seth. The same possibility of 
error has already been commented on, in connection, with a 
caste returned as £eths in the Census Report. Mr. Long, in his 
essay on *Tbe Banks of the BhfigErfithf/ states' that f wc find 
that in id So the Seths were a great family, and employed in 
supplying piece goods to the English merchants/ On this it 
may be remarked that the title of Seth was first conferred on 
Mfinik Chand by imperial grant in 1715. The same authority 
affirms that f there was a family of Seths in Calcutta in 1717, who 
were very instrumental in bringing it into the form of a town/ In 
the SeltcHons from UnpuMhh&d Retards of Government, edited by 
Mr. Long, there is another allusion to the Seths, as native mer¬ 
chants at Calcutta. The record bears date TJ4S, and describes the 
Seths as coming before the Board, and objecting to the employment 
of certain other merchants, as bring of a different caste to them¬ 
selves. Ultimately the usual advance was made to the Seths, on 
tire ground * that they are people who have lived long in this place, 
and are entirely under the protection of the English/ The editor 
unhesitatingly identifies these Seths with Jagat Seth of Murshidfibfid; 
but in the face of the difficulties presented by the above quotation, 
it is hardly necessary to point out that this identification is very 
improbable. This question may be settled by reference to another 
record, dated May 30, 1751, containing the following letter, which 
merits quotation in full, as illustrating the relations at that time 
between the English and the Nawfib. The letter is addressed to 
the President of Council, and signed by Ali Yard! Klhfin ‘ I have 
heard that Rfimkrishna Seth, who lives in Calcutta, has carried 
goods to that place, without paying the Murshidfibfid s&yer chauki 
ditties. I am greatly surprised, and imagine he stands in no fear of 
anybody 3 for which reason I write you, and send a dwbddr to bring; 
him, and desire you will be speedy in delivering him over, as he 
may be soon here. Be expeditious^, and act exactly as I have 
wrote/ To this peremptory demand, the President replied that 
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Seth’s father and grandfather were al] dddani merchants to the 
Company (i.e. contractors under advance to deliver goods), and 
that, as he was a great debtor to the Company, he could not 
surrender him. It is evident that this family of Seths is identical 
with that so often referred to by Mr. Long, and no less evident that 
they had nothing to do with Jagat Seth. The dealings of the Mur- 
shiddbdd firm with Europeans were rather in the form of lending 
money than receiving advances. There is a passage in Orme’s 
History of Hindustdn (vol. ii. p. 138), which bears every mark of 
verisimilitude. In connection with Clive’s attack on Chandemagar, 
it is stated that * the French had many friends at the court of the 
Nawib; amongst others the Seths, Mootabray and Roopchund 
(Mihtab Raf and Swarrip Chand), to whom the Government of 
Chandemagar was indebted for a million and a half of rupees.’ It 
also deserves to be mentioned, in illustration of this point, that it 
is firmly believed to this day by the natives of Bengal that the Seths 
advanced large sums of money to the English, prior to the battle of 
Plassey \ and that ‘ the rupees of the Hindu banker, equally with 
the sword of the English colonel, contributed to the overthrow of 
the Muhammadan power in Bengal.’ The real part played by 
Jagat Seth in the revolution against Sirdj-ud-Dauli will be described 
subsequently. 

The Selections from Unpublished Records of Government con¬ 
tain a few allusions to the Seths during the rule of Ali Vardf 
Kh 4 n. In 1749, when the Nawib blockaded the factory of 
K£simbiz£r, to enforce satisfaction for wrongs suffered by the 
Armenian merchants, the English only got off by paying ‘through 
the Seths’ Rs. 1,200,000 to the Nawdb; of which sum ‘the two 
favourites' appear to have retained a certain proportion. In 1753, 
in answer to the Court of Directors, who were pressing on the 
Council to obtain the establishment of a mint in Calcutta, the 
President wrote, ‘ It would be impracticable to effect it with the 
Naw£b, as an attempt of that kind would be immediately overset by 
Jagat Seth, even at the expense of a much larger sura than we 
could afford; he being the sole purchaser of all the bullion that is 
imported into this province, by which he is annually a very con¬ 
siderable gainer.’ The President, however, suggested that an effort 
might be made to gain the permission direct from the court of 
Dehlb This would require at least Rs. 200,000, ‘ And the affair 
must be carried on with the greatest secrecy, that Jagat Seth's house 
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might not have the least intimation of it 1 In 1758, the year 
after the establishment of the Calcutta mint, we find Mr. Douglas, 
a large creditor of the Company, absolutely refusing to fake pay- 
menf in Calcutta on the ground that ‘his fortune would 

be daily exposed to being curtailed from 5 to jo per cent, at 
the pleasure of Jagat Seth, who has the sole management of the 
current money of the country, and con always make it fluctuate in 
such a manner as lie sees convenient for his purpose.’ 

The Nawib Air Yard! KMn died in '17.56, and forthwith the 
Seths were brought into much closer intercourse with the English. 
The negotiations with Sirdj-ud-Dauli, after the capture 0/ Calcutta, 
were to a large extent carried on through the agency of the Seths, 
Unlike some of the other negotiators, the bankers would seem never 
to have played, or to have threatened to play, tile part of traitors, 
nor to have stipulated for any excessive share in the enormous 
sum of money which concluded the bargain. We first hear of the 
Seths as in communication with tire English at the time when the 
fugitive Bengal Council had met on board a schooner off Fulfil. 
Calcutta was taken on 33d June; and on August as the Council re- 
solved to write a complimentary letter to Jagat Seth, amongst others, 
that he might intercede for them witli the Nawdb. In the consulta¬ 
tions dated 5 th September, there is a good deal of curious information. 
Umn Charan (Omiehund), for reasons of his own, had refused to 
forward the letter to Jagat Seth. Mr. Bisdom, the Dutch Governor 
of JCdsimbiz^r, and Warren Hastings, who was still permitted his 
liberty at the same place, sent important political news from Mur- 
shid^Md- The Naw£b of Purniah, supported by a faction at 
Dehli, had declared against £iraj-ud-Diml£; and Mir Jafar, with 
other officers, had been sent to oppose him. They had, however, 
returned on account of a quarrel between Sir 4 j-ud-Dauli and Jagat 
Seth. The Nawib had reproached the banker for not obtaining for 
him the farm&fi (imperial ratification of bis office), and had ordered 
him to raise from the merchants three krors of rupees, Jagat Seth 
pleaded the hardships of the already oppressed people, but received 
a blow in the face, and was confined, Mfr Jafar insisted upon his 
being set at liberty, but in vain, "With this little episode it would 
not be difficult to connect the easy victory at Plassey. On 23d 
November, the Council, who were still at Ealtd, bstructed Major 
Kilpatrick to write again to Jagat Seth, * to let him know that their 
dependence was upon him, and upon him alone, for the hopes they 
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had of resettling in an amicable manner/ After the arrival of 
Colonel Clive, and the recapture of Calcutta, the Seths are not 
heard of until fresh negotiations were opened with the Nawdb, in 
order to lead to the isolation of Chandernagar. * Owing to the 
exasperation of the Nawdb, the Seths/ says Orme (vol. ii. p. 128), 
* were afraid to appear openly as friends to the English; but they 
deputed their ablest agent, Ranjft Rdi, to attend the Nawdb, and 
ordered him to correspond with Colonel Clive.’ The treaty of 
February 1757, by which Sirdj-ud-Dauld granted the demands of 
the English, was effected by this person. After the taking of 
Chandernagar by Clive, a quarrel with the Nawdb again became 
imminent, and the first overture, for the overthrow' of Sirdj-ud-Dauld 
came from the Seths. On 23d April, the day before the same 
proposals were made on behalf of Mir Jafar, a Muhammadan 
officer, named Yar Lattief Khdn, requested to confer in secret with 
Mr. Watts, the resident at Kdsimbdzdr. This man commanded 
2000 horse in the Nawdb's service, but received a stipend from the 
Seths to defend them on any occasion of danger, even against the 
Nawdb himself He brought a proposal for betraying Murshiddbdd 
to the English with the help of the Seths, which ultimately ripened 
into the plot by which Mfr Jafar was raised to the masnad. The 
part played by the Seths in the course of this conspiracy cannot 
now be accurately determined. It is known that Yar Lattief Khin 
continued to act for them in the matter, and that it was in their 
house at Murshiddbdd on 30th June 1757, seven days after the 
battle of Plassey, that the arrangements for carrying out the 
pecuniary bargain were concluded, and * the trick of the red treaty ’ 
was disclosed. History docs not say whether the Seths either gained 
or lost by these transactions. The position, however, which the 
family continued to occupy under the new order of things may be 
estimated from the following circumstance. In September 1759, 
when the Nawdb Mir Jafar paid a visit to Calcutta, he was accom¬ 
panied by Jagat Seth, and they were both lavishly entertained for 
four days at the expense of the Company. The charges for the 
Nawdb on this occasion amounted to nearly Rs. 80,000 ; and Arcot 
rupees 17,374 were expended on the entertainment of Jagat Seth. 

It is from about this time that the misfortunes of the Seths began. 
They had assisted in raising Mfr Jafar to the masnad ’ but they 
were unable to satisfy his continuous demands for money. One 
of their quarrels with the Nawdb is thus narrated and commented 
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on by Malcolm* in bis Life of Lord Clive ? — 1 Jagat Seth and bis 
brother [cousin (?)] bad obtained leave to proceed on a pi'grim- 
age to Pdrasnith, and had commenced their journey, when in¬ 
formation was received that they were in correspondence with 
the Shihzddfl (who was at that time threatening to invade 
Behar), and had actually furnished him with the moans of paying 
his new levies, The Nawdb, giving credit to this report, sent 
to stop them; but they refused compliance with his order* and 
proceeded under the guard of 2000 men, who had been furnished 
for their escort. These troops* on receiving a promise of the 
liquidation of then arrears, readily transferred their allegiance 
from the prince to the banters. The Nawib, even if he had had 
the disposition* would probably have found him self without the 
means of coercing these wealthy subjects into submission. The 
principal bankers of India command, through the influence of their 
extensive credit, the respect of sovereigns and the support of their 
principal ministers and generals. Their property, though often 
immense* is seldom in a tangible form. Their great profits enable 
them to bear moderate exactions ; and the prince, who has recourse 
to violence towards one of this class, is not only likely to fail in his 
immediate object of plunder, but is certain to destroy his future re¬ 
sources, and to excite an impression of his character that must greatly 
facilitate those attempts against his life and power to which it ls the 
lot of despots to be continually exposed/ 

Mir Jafar was deposed by the English in October 1760, and his 
son-in-law, Mir Kisim, was set up in his place. The energy dis¬ 
played by the new Nawdb in all matters was extended to his treat¬ 
ment of the Seths. As soon as his relations with the English became 
critical, he confined the two cousins who were at the head of the 
firm, Mihtab Rii Jagat Seth and Mahirdji Swanip Chand, at Mur- 
shiddb&d; and after a short time carried them away with him to his 
new stronghold of Mongbyr, The English immediately mem onshated 
against this act, which was, no doubt, aimed at preventing intrigues 
between them and the Seths, The relations between Cite Council at 
Calcutta and the Seths would seem to have continued from the first 
very cordial j and just previous to this date there is a good deal of 
amicable correspondence between the two parties preserved in the 
records. The following is the protest from the Governor to the 
Nawdb in the Persian department, dated 54 th April 1:763 :—‘lam 
just informed by a letter from Mr. Amyatt that (C Muhammad Takf 
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Khdn went on the 21st inst. at night to the house of Jagat Seth and 
Swanip Chand, and carried them to Hirijhil, where he keeps them 
under a guard.” This affair surprises me greatly. When your Ex¬ 
cellency took the government upon yourself, you and I and the 
Seths being assembled together, it was agreed that as they are men 
of high rank in the country, you shall make use of their assistance 
in managing your affairs, and never consent that they should be 
injured; and when I had the pleasure of seeing you at Monghyr, I 
then likewise spoke to you about them, and you set ray heart at 
ease by assuring me that you would on no account do them any 
injury. The taking men of their rank in such an injurious manner 
out of their home is extremely improper, and is disgracing them in 
the highest degree. It is, moreover, a violation of our agreement, 
and therefore reflects dishonour upon you and me, and will be the 
means of acquiring us an ill name from everybody. The above- 
mentioned gentlemen were never thus disgraced in the time of any 
former Nazims.’ As is well known, this remonstrance was unavail¬ 
ing. After the defeat of Udi-ndli, Mir Klsim’s wrath was turned 
against his prisoners. About the same time as the massacre of 
the English at Patni, the two Seths were also cruelly put to death 
(see p. 191). 

The two cousins were succeeded by their two sons, Seth Khush^l 
Chand, the eldest son of Mdhtab Rdi, who was confirmed in the title 
of Jagat Seth by the Emperor Shdh Alam in 1766; and Seth 
Udwat Chand, the eldest son of Swanip Chand, who also was per¬ 
mitted to inherit his father’s title of Mahdrdjd. It would appear 
that the two new heads of the firm were as united in all their deal¬ 
ings as their fathers had been; and that, like them, they were 
commonly regarded as brothers. In a letter from them conjointly 
to Lord Clive in May 1765, they represent in piteous language their 
distressed situation, and especially complain of the hardships suffered 
by their younger brothers, Seth Gulib Chand and Bdbu Mahir 
Chand. So far as can be ascertained, these brothers were really 
second cousins one to the other, being younger sons of the two Seths 
who had been murdered by Mfr Kisim. They had been carried 
off together with their fathers, and had been finally handed over to 
the tender mercies of the Emperor of Dehli and the Wazir of 
Oudh. We find that Mfr Jafar, the reinstated Naw&b of Bengal, 
had been induced to intercede for them with the Wazir; but they 
were not delivered back to their brethren at Murshidibid until 
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el heavy ransom had been paid. The Seths represented their im¬ 
poverishment on this account to Lord Clive, but he replied to them in 
the following stern letter, dated November 1765 '‘You ate not 

ignorant what attention and support I always showed to yoi.tr Father* 
and how cordially I have continued it to yon and the remainder of 
the family. It cannot, therefore, but be matter of great concern, 
to me to learn that you do not seriously consider what part 
you ought to act, to establish your own credit and the public 
interest. Instead of keeping up to the original intention and 
necessity of having the treasury under three separate keys, I find 
all the money lias been lodged wadi your family in your own house, 
and that you have been consenting at least to the farming of the 
Bengal province under the rents I am assured it will bear, I am 
informed also that you have been pressing (ha zamlnddrs to discharge 
their debts to your fathers, at a time when they are five months in 
arrear to die Government This is a step I can by no means ap ■ 
prove of, or allow. You are still a very rich house; but I greatly 
fear that tendency you seem to have to avarice will not only turn 
greatly to your disadvantage, but at the same time destroy that 
opinion I had of your inclination and disposition to promote the 
public good.’ In the following year the Seths laid a claim before 
the English for between 50 and do Mkhs of rupees; of which the 
sum of ?i lakhs had been advanced to Mfr Jafat for the support 
of has own and the English army For this latter sum Lord Clive 
accepted the liability, and suggested that it should be repaid in 
equal moieties by the Company and the Nawib- In the same year 
It is incidentally recorded that the Council had been under the 
necessity of applying to the Seths for a loan of 1J lakhs of rupees. 

When Lord Clive received from the Emperor, Shah. Alim, the 
grant of the diw&ni on behalf of the Company in 1765, he imme¬ 
diately appointed Khusbil Chand Jagat Seth, who was then only 
eighteen years old* to be the Company's snrraf or shroff; and in 
the treaties of 1766 and 1770, which confirm the appointments of 
two successive Nawfibs, Jagat Seth is mentioned as one of the three 
ministers who were entrusted with the supreme management of 
affairs. 

Native tradition dates the decline of the Seths from the rime of 
Khushil Chand. It is said that he refused an annual stipend of 
3 l&khs of rupees which was offered to him by Clive; and that 
his own expenses were at the rate of one ffltk per month. He died 
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at the early age of thirty*ninc; but, during his lifetime, he had been 
the most lavish benefactor of all his family to the sacred hill of 
Pdrasnith. The oldest and most celebrated temple there is thought 
to have been built by him. The images within, bear a Sanskrit 
inscription, showing that they were placed there in 1768 by Shuogal 
Chand and Hoshiyal Chand. This is the temple now maintained 
by the panchdyat of Murshiddbdd merchants. In a temple on the 
slope of the hill the images all show by their inscriptions that they 
were consecrated in 1765 by Shuogal Chand Jagat Seth; and each 
one of the many gumtis or petty shrines, which are scattered over 
the hill, purports to have been consecrated in 1768 by the same 
man, who is apparently a brother of Khushdl Chand. Another of 
the three chief temples is inscribed with the date 18*6, and the name 
of Rdp Chand Jagat Seth; and this apparently is the only temple 
still kept up at the expense of the family. It is stated to be in con¬ 
nection with the Digambara sect of Jains, but it is universally acknow¬ 
ledged that the Seths themselves used to belong to the rival sect of 
Svetimbaras. The prodigal expenditure of the Seths, as indicated 
by these religious donations, may have contributed to drain the in¬ 
herited resources of the family, but the real cause of their ruin must 
be sought in the change which was now taking place in the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. The great famine of 1770, which completely 
revolutionized the whole financial condition of the country, first 
impaired their influence; and finally in 1772, when Warren Hastings 
transferred to Calcutta the Khilsd or Government Treasury, they 
ceased to be any longer the bankers of the English. Instead of 
accounting for their downfall by these adequate causes, the Seths 
themselves prefer to rely upon the following story. The vast 
treasures of the family, they say, had been kept buried under the 
ground by Khush^l Chand, and when death came upon him sud¬ 
denly, he found himself unable to disclose the secret 

Like many other members of the family, KhushfU Chand was 
childless. He adopted his nephew, Harakh Chand, upon whom 
the title of Jagat Seth was conferred by the English, without any 
reference to Dehli. It is said that he was in pecuniary difficulties, 
until he inherited the fortune of a second uncle, GukLb Chand. 
Harakh Chand Jagat Seth was the first of the family who abandoned 
the faith of his ancestors, and embraced the creed of Vishnu. 
Having no son, and being very anxious to have an heir born of 
his own body, he had recourse to the various observances enjoined 


FA MIL Y JUSTUS Y OF THE SETHS. 265 

in such a case by the Jain religion, but all to no purpose. At last 
he followed the advice of a Bairrigf, and propitiated Vishnu, He 
obtained his desire, and henceforth became an acknowledged 
Vaishniy. It may be remarked, that the conversion from Jainism 
to Vishnuvism is comparatively easy. In the two creeds themselves 
there are not a few points of similarity, and the means of livelihood 
adopted by Jains and tire more respectable class of Vaisbnavs is 
identical Though the Seths have changed their religion, and a 
Jain woman marrying into the frmily is compelled to turn, Vaislmav, 
yet they are respected as much as before by their old co-religionists. 
The most orthodox Jain feels no repugnance to intermarrying with 
them; while the Seths, on their part, have retained many of the 
^ forms of their ancient faith, and do not perform pilgrimages to 
Brind£ban or Jagannhth. Harakh Chand left two sons, India 
Chand and, Vishnu Chand, who equally divided their father's 
property; and the title of Jagat Seth was conferred upon the elder 
brother, Iudra Chand. He was succeeded by his son Govmd 
Chand, who is said to have completely dissipated the remaining 
wealth of his ancestors. He lived for some time on the sale of the 
family JcweIs, and finally became dependent upon a pension, of 
^raao a year allowed to him by the Company, in consideration of 
the services rendered to the English by his ancestors. He was not 
otherwise recognised by the Government; and the title of Jagat 
Seth, which had been perpetuated during five generations, became 
extinct with 3 ns father, Indra Chand. On the death of Govmd 
Chand, the headship of the family, together with the pension, re¬ 
duced to ^Soo, reverted to Krishna Chand, the son of Vishnu 
Chand, who is now the representative of the Seths. He still lives 
in the old and ruined family residence in Murshidihid city; and 
on all public occasions, a gadi or seat of honour is placed for him 
by the side of the Nawhb. 
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NOTE. 

Some difficulty has been found in reducing the various maunds (or 
mans ) to avoirdupois weight Thus, the railway uses a maund of 
80 lbs.; the steamers, one of 825- lbs.; and the Sirijganj boats, one 
of 84-10 lbs. As a rule, the standard of 82-35 lbs. has been used 
throughout this Account, when converting native weights into tons. 
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T HE District of ’which forms the south-east corner of 

the Rijshahi Kueh-Eehor Division, is situated between 23 0 
4S' and 24* 47' north latitude, and between 8g D 03' and S9* 56' 
east longitude The area, as returned by the Boundary Cominis-' 
doner in March r&75 ? is 1&38 square miles; and the total popula¬ 
tion, as ascertained by the Census of the igth January 3873, is 
3,211,594 souls. The Census Report gives the area at 1966 
square miles; and for the sake of uniformity, this latter figure haw 

1 The principal materials from which this Statistical Account Isas Been com¬ 
piled arc (1} Five series of Special Returns furnished hy ike Collector in 1S70 and 
1871. (2) A Special Medical Return by the Civil Su rgeon of Pibni, (3) A Report 
(dated December i S 73J on the Laud Temires of ribdS, by 33 abu Krishna Prpsid 
Gbose, Deputy-Collector. (4} Report on the Census of Bengal, 1872; and the 
District Census Compilation, by Mr, Mfigratli, C.S. ( 5 ) A Statement by the Sur¬ 
veyor-Genera], giving the Latitudes and Longitudes of the principal Towns and 
"Villages in the District. (G) A Return of the District Area and Latitudes and 
Longitudes by the Boundary Commissioner. (7) Report on tire Administration 
of Bengal, 1872- 73 - (8) The Statistical litf.orter, published hy the Government 

of Bengal, November *875 to May 1876, (9) The Income Tax Reports for 

187071 and 1871-72. fio) The Annual Reports of the Inspector-General of 
Police, and the Inspector-General of Jails, for r870-73. fll) The Annual Re¬ 
ports of the Director of Public Instruction for the yearn 1856-57, ig(k>Gj, 
1870-71, and 1871-74, (J 3 j Annual Reports on the Charitable Dispensaries 
of the Lower Provinces for 1S70-73. (13) Bengal Meteorological Reports for 

iSjrr, 1873, and 1874, G4) Postal Statistics, furnished by the Director-General 

nf Past Offices, (15) Fargand Statistics, and other printed Reports of the 
Board of Revenue, (18) The Annual General Administration Reports of the 
Collector of Fabni, for the years 1870-75. (17) Record?, Reports, and Corre¬ 

spondence in the Offices of the Magistrate and Collector of PabtiL The botanical 
names of the indigenous medical drugs, and of other plants mentioned in this 
Statistical Account, have bten supplied by Dr. King, Superintendent of the 
Botanical Gardens, CsJcuttiu 
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been adopted throughout this Account, in the calculation of all 
averages based upon the District area The Administrative Head¬ 
quarters, and, if estimated by its population, the second town of 
the District, is P£bnd, situated on the right bank of the river Ichhd- 
matf, in 24 0 o' 30" north latitude, and 89° 17' 25* east longitude. 
Sirijganj, the chief town of the District, both in population and 
commercial importance, and the headquarters of the Subdivision 
of the same name, is situated in 24 0 26' 58" north latitude and 89° 
47' 5" east longitude. 

Boundaries. —Pdbn£ is bounded on the north by the Districts of 
Rijshdhi, Bogrd, and Maimansinh; on the south by the river Padma 
or Ganges, which separates it from the Districts of Nadiyi and 
Faridpur; on the east by the river Jamun£, which separates it from 
the Districts of Maimansinh and Dacca; and on the west by the 
Districts of Rijshihi and Nadiyd, the Padma or Ganges forming a 
natural line of demarcation between the latter District and Pdbni. 

Jurisdiction. —The Magisterial and Revenue jurisdictions of 
the District of Pdbnd. differ considerably. In 1870 the Collector 
reported that, while the /hand (police circle) of Chdtmahar was 
under his criminal jurisdiction, the land revenue of the whole tract 
of country included within that police circle was paid into the 
Rijshdhi treasury. At that time, also, thdnd Riiganj, in the Sub¬ 
division of Sirdjganj, was subject to the jurisdiction of the Magistrate 
and Collector of Bogrd, although its land revenue was paid into the 
Pdbnd treasury. At the present date (1876), however, in conse¬ 
quence of recent readjustments, the jurisdictions of the Magistrate 
and Collector are identical in all matters, except the payment of 
land revenue; but in nearly every police circle {thdnd) in Pdbnd 
there arc still some few estates, the revenue of which is paid into 
the treasury of another District 

Pibnd District, when first formed in 1832, was placed under a 
Joint-Magistrate and Deputy-Collector; and it was not until the year 
1859 that a full Magistrate and Collector was placed in charge. 
Since that date, numerous changes have taken place in the limits 
of the jurisdiction of the District officers. The most important 
change was the transfer, in 1862-63, of the large Subdivision of 
Kushtii from Pdbni to Nadiyl On the 1st May 1871, thdnd 
P£ngsd was transferred from Pdbnd to the Goilandi Subdivision of 
Faridpur District; and thdnd Kum£rkh<Llf to the Kushtii Subdivi¬ 
sion of Nadiyl 


RIVER SYSTEM. 


2J1 

Physical Aspect*— -The general aspect of P£bn£ District is low 
and flat Immense areas of rice land, each almost encircled by a 
belt of villages half hidden among bamboos and trees, cover seven- 
eighths of the cultivated smface of the country. Rivers—large and 
small-—intersect the District; and in the rainy season there is 
scarcely a spot which cannot be reached by water. The scenery 
is neither grand nor striking; yet the succession of well-cultivated 
tracts of open country', broken up by clumps of trees and running 
streams, and surrounded by villages which are strongly built, clean, 
and picturesquely imbedded among foliage, is not devoid of its own 
special beauty. There ate no mountains or bills in any part of the 
District. 

The superficial strata of the soil are alluvial, the deeper strata 
being composed of clny and sand The soil is porous and dries 
rapidly after the rains. Water is reached by digging to n depth of 
twelve or fifteen feet in the dry weather. 

River System. —The District of Fdbni lies at the angle formed 
by the confluence of the two great water-ways of Bengal, the Ganges 
or Fadma, and the Brahmaputra, or, as it is here called, the Jam uni. 
Both these two rivers are navigable throughout the year for native 
boats of the largest size, and also for steamers. The Baral and the 
Hardsdgar are also navigable throughout the year for boats of more 
than i go matmdst or say 4 tons burden. Besides these rivers, the 
whole District is intersected by a network of minor water-courses, 
which are navigable throughout the rainy season. 

The Jpadma or Ganges forms a portion of the western, and the 
whole of the southern boundary of Pdbnfi, Its course within the 
District is 4S miles. At the village of Dogdchhf, about seven miles 
south-east of Pfibni town, the river Ichhdmatf issues from the Pudma, 
and after passing the Civil Station, flows through the District by a 
tortuous route and joins the Harisigar, a short distance south of the 
river Baral. During the rains, the Ichhdmati is a wide and beauti¬ 
ful river, but for eight montiis in the year it is little more dian a dry 
sandy bed ; the length of its course is 32 miles. The river Jamund 
forms the whole eastern boundary of the District (32 miles in length), 
separating Pdbnl from the Districts of Mai man shah and Dacca, its 
principal branch within Pibnrf District is the HardsdgnT. The 
Baral and the Karitoyl or Hnfljhtfr are both branches of the Hard 
signi: tire length of the course of the former in this District is 22 
miles 3 of the latter, 16 miles. The junction of the Kardtoyi and 
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the Hardsigar is about fifteen miles north of the point where the 
latter river is joined by the BaraL 

As has already been stated, almost every place in the District is 
accessible by water during the rains; and the Collector states that 
probably two-thirds of the water-courses are navigable by boats of 
50 mounds, or say two tons burden, throughout the rainy season. 

Where, in consequence of windings in the course of a river, the 
current sets against the river-bank, the latter is generally perpen¬ 
dicular ; otherwise, the banks of the rivers in Pdbni generally slope 
gently upwards from the water's edge, and either form the sites of 
villages and towns, or are used for cultivation. The Collector states 
that all the rivers expand into lakes, at one or more points in 
their course during the rainy season, contracting again as the cold 
weather advances. 

In the large rivers of the District numerous chars have arisen, but 
no important islands have been formed. Neither the Padma nor 
the Jamund is fordable at any time of the year; and none of the 
rivers or their tributaries named above is fordable during the rainy 
season. None of the rivers of the District is affected by the 
tide. 

Alluvion and Diluvion.— Alluvion and diluvion are constantly 
taking place along the course of the principal rivers of the District. 
The Collector reports that a remarkable instance of the latter process 
occurred in the year 1863, when about 3465 acres of land were cut 
off from the estate of Balrdmpur and annexed to the estates of 
Bhdrdrd and Dogdchhf. The change in the course of the Pad, 
which formerly flowed close to the town of Pdbnd, but is now 
(1876) about four miles distant, may also be regarded as a remark¬ 
able instance of fluvial change. Old beds of large rivers abound 
throughout the District Some are dry in the rains; in others, 
water remains throughout the year. 

Ferries. —There are only six Government ferries in the District; 
three on the river Padma or Ganges, and three on the Ichhdmatf. 
These are put up to auction annually and leased to the highest bidder. 
The table on the following page shows the names of the Govern¬ 
ment ferries, the rivers on which they are situated, and the amount 
for which they were leased in the years 1870-71 and 1875-76. 
The decrease in amounts realized from the ferries on the Padma is 
attributed to the removal of the Subdivision of Kuradrkhdll from 
Pdbnd District 
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Terries in the District or Faena, with the Amount 
of their Rental in 1S70-71, and 3^75-76. 


Name. 

River on wbld) 

Amount for which leased. 

iUuiUeiJ. 

l a&TQ-^r, 

r £75-76. 

I. KanAridiA, * . * 

PidlUfl 

/ j. d. 

60 10 0 

£ &• & 

22 10 0 

2. S&ibirili, 

Do, 

30 Q 0 

3 m 0 

3, Rinichwidrapur, „ 

Do* 

13 0 0 

i 16 0 

4. dwanganj, , 

IdiMmait 

35 O O 

33 0 0 

5* Raritan agar* 

D*. 

56 Id 0 

55 0 0 

ft. ainjlri, * . 

Do. 

1500 

ifi 0 □ 

Total,, 


EO'J O O 

14 if 16 0 


Lakes, H AK5 H E&* —The three principal permanent lakes in the 
District are the Bara &il t SondpitiM Mi t and Ghughudah which are 
respectively twelve, six* and four square miles in area. These small 
lakes abound with fish and wild duck. A small prickly fruit {smkhur) 
is also found in them, and is highly esteemed by the natives. The 
low lands surrounding these lakes axe extensively cultivated* and 
rich crops of paddy are grown thereon* Besides these three lakes, 
there are numerous smaller and more shallow bodies of'water, which 
are little more than marshy swamps* except during the rains, and 
for one or two months afterwards. 

The number of deaths by drowning reported by the police in the 
year 1870 was igS^ of whom 34 were men* 24 women* and 140 
children. The average annual number of deaths by drowning, during 
the five years 1370-74 inclusive, was 199 ; and of these* 34 were men* 
24 women, and 141 children. 

River Traffic. —AH the large towns in the District stand on 
rivers* and are mainly supported by the export and import trade 
conducted by water. Ry far the most important of these towns Es 
Sirijganj on the Jamumf, the headquarters of the Subdivision of 
the same name* and the greatest jute market in Bengal* In The 
vol, IX,, s 
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Statistical Reporter (ox November 1875, it is described as ‘the prin¬ 
cipal seat of trade and commerce in North-Eastern Bengal, and thfe 
commercial emporium of P 4 bn 4 and Western Maimansinh, and of 
part of Bogri, Rangpur, and Dinijpur.’ The country produce of 
this area is collected at Sinfjganj, and thence sent by boat or steamer 
either direct to Calcutta, or by the Eastern Bengal Railway to 
Calcutta, generally for export to England. 

Since the 1st September 1875, the river traffic of Bengal has been 
systematically registered at certain fixed stations, of which Sirijganj 
is one. Every mdnjhi\ or other person in charge of any boat or 
vessel passing up or down the river, opposite the place of registra¬ 
tion, has to state either in writing or verbally to the registering 
officer, the starting-place and destipation of his vessel, and the 
approximate number of mounds of each kind of cargo, or the number 
of pieces of cargo, or the value, as the case may be, which he has 
on board. 

The following table, compiled from the returns published monthly 
in The Statistical Reporter , shows the amount of traffic registered at 
the registration station of Sirijganj, during the nine months Sep¬ 
tember 1875 t0 May 1876 :— 


Amount or Traffic Registered at Sirajganj during the 
Nine Months ending May 1876. 


Months, 


Class I. 

■ Class III. 

September 1875, . 


Weight in maundj. 
802,131 

Value in Rupees. 

107,739 

October. 


288,464 

* 5,437 

November „ . . . 


3 S 7 » 94 ° 

*25,273 

December . 


343.506 

95,570 

January 1876, . . . 


311,188 

84,201 

February „ ... 


250.732 

68,771 

March „ ... 


245,470 

34 ,*I 9 

Apnl „ ... 

May „ ... 


25*,778 

59,239 

88,9*3 


259,357 

Total for nine months, . 

* * 1 

3*110,566 

679,262 


This table only includes Classes I. and HI., according to the 
official system of registration; the first of which comprises those 
articles of which the weight only is registered; and the second, 
those of which the value primarily is obtained. I have omitted 
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Class II-* comprising such articles as—timber, bamboos, cocoa-nuts, 
gunnies, hay, straw, bricks, and hides, of all of which only the number 
is registered, and not the weight or the value 
The total amount of jute registered at the several River Registra¬ 
tion Stations in Ren gal, during September 1875, wai; ri5 l3 M£i4 
mnundif or 55,559 tons. Of this amount the District of Pdbnd gent 
450,476 mounds,\ or considerably more titan one-fourth, Rut by far 
the greater part of the jute entered as exported from Pdbnd is not 
the produce of the District. The jute imports into Sirdjganj, winch 
amounted in September to 260*473 mounds, or 9,576 tons, are all 
re-exported to Calcutta, The jute, together with the oil-seeds and 
other products coming down the Jatnund, is merely transferred at 
Siiijgan; from the small ^boats which ply in the north, to the larger 
boats which go on £0 Calcutta. In a similar way, a large propor¬ 
tion of the salt and other return cargoes sent from Calcutta is 
merely transferred at Sirdjganj to a fresh class of boats. In October 
1S75, out of the total amount of jute exports registered (1,081,436 
mounds), £51,283 mounds were exported from P£bn£ r The imports 
of jute into Sirdjganj for re-exportation to Calcutta were ill the same 
month 176,504 mounds* 

Next to Sirijganj, the most important seats of trade in the 
District are Sbdhzddpur on the Hatdsdgar, Rdbnd on the Ich- 
himati, BelkucM on a branch of the Jamuni, and Uidplri on Che 
Thdljhrir. At ali of these marts country produce is bought and 
sold in large quantifies. The traffic is chiefly in jute, tobacco, 
mustard, rt'f-seed (Sesamum), linseed, rice, turmeric, ginger, and 
hides. 

On pages 554-350 will be found a full account of the commerce 
of the District, of which nearly the whole is river-borne. 

There are no water-mills in Pibnd District Owing to the level 
nature of the country throughout which the smaller streams run, 
they could not, the Collector states, be readily used as a motive 
power for machinery; while the larger rivers, which ran at a rate 
of from four to four and a half miles an hour, have 1 descents or 
rapids so great that no dams could restrain them. 3 

Fisheries.—F isheries abound in Pdbna, and the boating and 
fishing castes are found in every thdnd (police circle) in the District 
Every river, lake, marsh, and tank provides a supply of fish ; but 
the Collector states that he does not know of any tiring eonespond- 
ing to an English fishing town. The boating and fishing castes 
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numbered at the time of the Census 22,957 souls, or 6 4 per cent 
of the total Hindu population, and 1*9 per cent of the District 
population. Besides these, however, a very large number of persons, 
who have their own special occupations, add to their other means 
of support by fishing. According to the Collector’s estimate, those 
who live wholly or partly by fishing form one-twentieth of the 
total population. 

Fourteen fisheries in the District are held by Government, and 
are let out for various tenures. The total amount realized from 
them was £64, 16s. od. in the year 1870-71, and £ 94, 16s. 7|d. in 
1874-75. For all the other fisheries in the District which are not 
free, rent is paid to the proprietors of the adjoining lands; and the 
total amount thus paid cannot, the Collector estimated in 1870, 
be less than £1000 per annum. The following table shows the 
names of the Government fisheries, with the rivers in which they 
are situated, and the amounts realized from them by Government in 
the years 1870-71 and 1874-75 :— 


Government Fisheries in Pabna District, with the Rentals 
in 1870-71 and 1874-75. 


Riven. 

Fisheries. 

Rental. 

1870-71. 

* 874 - 75 - 

Bara), . j 

r 

ClicknAi, . * 

Harasdjjar, 
Phuljhur, . 

1. Selendi, .... 

2. Dcmra, .... 

3. NaeDemrd, . 

4. Pataniihdt, 

5. Phuljini, 

a Nigroir, .... 

7 . Bias], .... 

8. Kuyebast, ... 

9. Tagunnathpur, . 

IQ. Kucliua, .... 

11. DhinudghitA, . 

12. Pordeiti, .... 

13. Sayyidibdd, 

14. ErandanaOcd, . 

£lOO 

10 O 0 

5 14 0 
58O 

O 14 O 

12 O 0 

1 IO O 

2 IO 0 
SOO 

2 IO O 

2 IO O 

11 O 0 
IOO 
loo 

£2 0 0 

II 12 O 

5 *5 i* 
23 0 0 

2 18 0 
200 

1 14 0 

7 12 0 

13 2 0 
500 

3 12 0 

14 0 0 

1 7 3 

1 4 3 


Total, 

£64 l6 O 

£94 16 7 i 


Marsh Cultivation.— The marshes in the District yield reeds 
in large quantities, which are used for building and as firewood. 
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Long-stemmed rice is grown very extensively in water ten or twelve 
feet deep; but the Collector states that he is not aware of My 
improvement having been made, by which it is now grown in a gi eater 
depth of water than formerly. The names of the principal varieties 
of long-stemmed rice given by the Collector are: — (i) Baron , 
{a) Upd baron, (5) held baran, (4} bhardloi 4 t (s) pwydmagi, 
( 6 ) masMjtdi 

Line of Drainage,—T he drainage of the District is generally 
from north-west to south-east \ and the surface water rapidly finds 
its way to the large rivers* by means of the numerous jhils or marshy 
lakes scattered over the country, 

Jungle Produce.— In addition to the marsh reeds already 
mentioned., a jungle plant called jhdu grows in several parts oe the 
District It is a source of profit to the zaminddrs on whose land 
it springs up, and is extensively used as fuel There are no uncul¬ 
tivated pasture-grounds in the District; nor is there any forest laud 
or trade in jungle produce. 

Feral Natural— The large-game of the District consists of 
buffaloes and deer, both of which are rare; and of tigers, 
leopards, and wild pigs, all of which ate plentiful The wild 
pigs in Fdbni are both numerous and of large size, and f pig¬ 
sticking ’ has long been a favourite sport of the European residents 

and visitors. ^ _ . 

The most common game birds found in the District are geese* 

duck* teal, widgeon, snipe* quail, golden plover* silver plover, grey 
plover, pigeons, do-ves, and ortolans. Teal* widgeons* and plover 
are particularly abundant ; and the natives shoot great numbers 
for their own consumption as w r ell as for sale. Eight teal can 
be bought by Europeans in the town of Pdbnd for a rupee (as.); 
and natives, of course, purchase them at a still lower price. 

The following is a list of the principal fish found in the District: 
—I 'River fish— (1) His or hUsd, {2) mi, (3) chitdl, (4) dhdir, 
(5) b&dil, (6) dir , (7) mirgd, (B) MtaL (9) pdpdd, (10) chdndd, (u) 
kkar solid , (12) rdek, (13) khd, (14) chdd, (15) bdiid, (16) tmgnd, 
(17) Mdmkffl. II Tank Fish— (1) Bui, (2) chitdl, {3) Bodit, (4) 
gajdr, (5) pdngds, (6) dir , {7) sail, ( 3 ) Mirgd, (9) hdtal t (10) Mm, (ei) 
hoi, (12 )pdpdd, (13) bhidd,ip*)pvnthi> (15) khalUhd , (16) chandd, (17) 
tmgur, (18) jiyal, (19) rich, (20) khd, (si) chela, ( 22) t&M, (23) 
bdM, (24) ttngrx 

The average number of deaths reported to the police ns having 
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been caused by wild beasts during the five years ending 1869 was 
53 per annum; the average number during the five years ending 
1874 was 28 per annum. The total amount paid for the destruc¬ 
tion of wild beasts during the five years ending 1874 was £1^ 
5s. od. A reward of Rs. 10 or ^r is given for the destruction of 
each tiger, and Rs. 5 or 10s. for each leopard. 

The average number of deaths reported as having occurred from 
snake-bite in the five years ending 1869 was 59 per annum; the 
average number during the five years ending 1874 was 162 per 
annum. The number of deaths from snake-bite reached 214 in the 
year 1874. Since the 13th February 1875, a reward of 4 dnnds 
(6d.) has been offered for each cobra brought to the Magistrate; but 
the total amount thus paid in rewards amounted in 1876 to only Rs. 
22, or £2, 4s. od. 

Population. —In the published statistics of the Board of Revenue 
for 1868-69, the population of Pibni District, which then included 
the Subdivision of Kumlrkh&U, is estimated at 337,679. In 
1869 a rough estimate of the population was made, by ascertaining 
the number of houses in the villages, and then multiplying the num¬ 
ber by three. The figure three was adopted for the average popula¬ 
tion per house, from a consideration of the results of a Census, made 
in 1869, of the three towns of Pibni, Sir£jganj, and Kumarkhdlf. 
This calculation gave the total District population as 650,000 souls, 
an estimate Subsequently ascertained to be far too low. The 
Census of the population, taken by order of Government on the 
night of the 15th January 1872, showed that Pdbnd District then 
contained a population of r,211,594 inhabitants, even after the loss 
of the Subdivision of Kum 4 rkh 41 L 
The operations for taking the Census of 1872 were the same in 
Pdbnd as for the rest of the Rdjshihi Division. The survey lists of 
villages were first corrected by the police; again tested by means of 
schoolmasters, zaminddrd servants, pound-keepers, and others, and 
finally by the supervisors. ‘The actual enumeration,’ the Magistrate 
reports, ‘was done by the unpaid agents, of whom the great majority 
were village head-men or mandals, or b/iuyens &ndpdrdtndniks, by which 
names they are known in this District Gumdshtds or ndibs, or other 
rent-collectors on the part of the zaminddrs , and (in villages where 
there were schools) schoolmasters and pandits , were also employed 
as enumerators. In some instances persons other than mandals , 
holding no office or position in the village, were selected for this 
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worlq merely because the mandah were tap Old, illiterate, or absent. 
The approximate number of these indigenous and unpaid agents 
was 55 08/ 

. The ColEector states that the Census of the floating population 
was not quite satisfactory. Only those boats were taken into 
account which were moored at the principal ghats; and those 
which may have been in mid-channel were left unenumerated. 

The results of the Census of rS72 disclosed a population of 
1,211,594 souls, inhabiting 198,220 houses, and 2^793 villages. The 
total area of the District, as entered in the Census Returns, is 1,966 
square miles, or 12& square miles larger than the area returned, 
by the Boundary Commissioner in 1875. 

The table on the next page shows die distribution of the popu¬ 
lation, villages, houses* and boats in each police circle (tftdnd) and 
Subdivision, 

Population clas$ified according to Sex, Teltoign* and 
Age, —The total population in P£bn£. District consisted in 3872 of 
602,514 males, and 609,080 females ; total, 1,211,594. The pro¬ 
portion of males to the total population* is 4973 per cent, and the 
average density of the population, 636 per square mile. Classified 
according to age* the Census gives the following results Hindus— 
under twelve years of age, males 57,946, and females 47,529 ; above 
tweive years, males 119,532, and females 336,507, Muhammadans 
—under twelve years of age, males 174,008, and females 145,511; 
above twelve years, males 249,693, and females 278,015. Chris¬ 
tians—under twelve years of age, males 5, and females ry ; above 
twelve years, males 57, and females 19. Other denominations not 
separately classified, consisting of aboriginal tribes—under twelve 
years of age, males 637, and females 569; above twelve years, inales 
836, and females 933. Population of all religions—-under twelve 
years of age, males 232,596, females 1:93,626; above twelve ye^rs, 
males 369,9.18, and females 4r5,454. The percentage of children 
not exceeding twelve years of age, in the population of different 
religions, is as follows !Hindus-—proportion of male children r6'o 
per cent., and of female children 13 2 per cent, of the total Hindu 
population; total proportion of children of both sexes, 29 J 3 per 
cent, of the total Hindu population. Muhammadans—proportion 
of male children 20^5 per cent, and of female children r7 p a per 
cent, of the total Muhammadan population; total proportion of 

[Sentence continued on page 281. 



Absiract of the Population, etc. of each Subdivision and Police Circle [ thdnS ) in 

Pabna District, 1872. 
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ETHNICAL DIVISION OF THE PEOPLE. sBx 


Se/tfana t&ntinued from page 2 79,] 

children of both sexes, 377 per cent, of the total Muhammadan 
population, Christians—proportion of male children 5 "i per cent., 
and of female children r?’3 per cent, of the total Christian popula¬ 
tion; total proportion of children of both sexes, 22 '4 per cent of 
the total Christian population. Other religious denominations— 
proportion of male children 21’ti per cent, and of female children 
1 9 '3 percent of the total E other * population; total proportion of 
children of both sexes, 40 r 8 percent of the total ‘ other 7 population, 
Population of all religions—proportion of male children 19*2 per 
cent., and of female children i6 J o per cent of the total District 
population ; total proportion of children of both sexes, 35-2 per cent, 
of the total District population* 

Infirmities*—T he number of insanes, and of persons otherwise 
afflicted with infirmities in Pdbni District, is returned in the Census 
Report as follows:—Insane^ males 3a and females S6 : total, 394, 
or '0325 per cent, of the total population ; idiots, males 35, and 
females 16: total, £r, or -004a per cent, of the total population; 
deaf and dumb, males 394, and females 155: total, 549, or ‘0453 
per cent of the total population ; blind, males 571, and females 280: 
total, 85ij or ’0703 per cent, of the total population; lepers, 
males 44 3, and females 73: total, 515, or -0435 per cent, of the 
total District population. It is a curious circumstance, that although 
the females number 50*37 per cent, of the total population of the 
District, yet out of the total number of persons afflicted with insanity, 
deafness, dumbness, blindness^ and leprosy, only about one-fourth 
were women. The total number of males thus afflicted amounts ro 
1750, or *3904 per cent, of the total male population; and the 
number of females afflicted to dro, or -iooi per cent, of the 
total female population. The total number of both sexes afflicted 
with the above-mentioned infirmities is 2360, or *1948 per cent, of 
the total District population. 

The details in the District Census Compilation giving the occu¬ 
pations of the people have been omitted, as they do not stand the 
test of statistical criticism. 

Ethnical Division of thf. People.—W ith tire exception of 
the four Districts of Bogra, Kdjshdbf, NoiEhdli, and Chittagong, 
Pdbnd contains a. larger proportion of Muhammadans than any 
other District within the jurisdiction of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, The Muhammadans number 847,227, or 69*9 per cent, of 




Total, 
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the total population. Excluding semi-Hinduized aboriginals, the 
Hindus and persons of Hindu origin number 283,386, or 23^4 per 
cent of the inhabitants. The semi-Hinduized aboriginal tribes 
are returned in the District Census Compilation at 80,446, or 6‘6 
per cent of the population; and the pure aboriginal tribes at 503. 
In addition to these, there were in the District at the time of the 
Census of r872, 29 Europeans and 3 Armenians. 

The District Census Compilation thus classifies the different 
nationalities, races, castes, etc., with the respective numbers of each. 
The list of Hindu castes will be reproduced on a subsequent page, 
but arranged on a different principle of classification, according to 
the rank held by each in local esteem. 


Name arNATIONALITY, 

Tribe, or Caste. 


Nam* or Nationality, 
Tube, or Carte. 


I.—NON-ASIATICS. 
Europeans — 

English, . 

Irish, . . . 

Total, . 

II.—ASIATICS. 

A.—Other than Natives of 
India and Burmah, 
Armenian, . . . 

B.—Natives of India and 
Burmah. 

r. Aboriginal Tribes. 
Bhumij, .... 
Kol, .... 
Dh&ngtur, 

Nat. 

PihlriyA, 


2. Semi-Hinduized 
Aboriginals. 
Bigdl, . . . 

Biuri, . . . 

Chiin, . 

Bind, 

Chanda!, 

Kheuni, . 

Mil, . . • . 

Dom, . . . 


Semi-Hinduited Aboriginals 
— continued. 

Tan, .... 
HW, .... 
Klara, .... 
Mihtar, .... 
Bhuimili, . . 

Ghiai, .... 
Bohelivi, . . . 

Bediya, .... 
Bhuiri, .... 
Buna, .... 
Cliimir and Much!, 

Kuril, .... 
Dosldh,.... 

Koch. 

Rljbonsi, . . . 

MAhili,. 

Pasi, ... 


3. Hindus. 

(i.) Superior Castes. 
Brahman, 

Rajput, 

Ghiatwil, 

Total, . 

flL) Intermediate Castes. 
Kayasth, . . 

Baidya, .... 

Total, . 
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Nam n of Nattosai.itY* 
Ts]Bj^ 0* 

NliinNer. 

Kami OK NaTIOMALATV, 
’l'Rite, or Gaetb, 

Namtcr. 

(m.) Trading Castes. 
Khatri, + 

OfiwaTj + . * 

Bais Baniji, * 

Eajuvi, H . 4 4 

Candli aba nilt* , , 

Subarr.nbamk^ + . 

73 ? 

75 

156 

Gio 

a, 315 

947 

(viii.) Artisan Castes. 

KimAr (blacksmith), 
Kinsiri (bnuiei^ * 

Sonir (goldsmith), . 
SutratUw (carpcntar), 
Rijrcustrt (mason), . 
Cltnrakar (painter), 

Knmir (potter), 

Kickdru (glnss-snakcr), . 
Lib art flao-worker), 
,Sinkbir( (shell-cutter), . 
Sunn (cligutULer}> 

Tell (oilman),. 

ILuli (oilman). 

* 474 ° 

JlS 

345 

10,202 

91 

*3 

rO]2Ci2 

3 = 

T otal, + 

4 p &*3 

(lv.) PASTORAL CASTliS. 
Goili, .... 
Gairerr, .... 

11,64$ 

'3 

•if 

IM** 

9,oSl 

Total, . 

t)£ 3 66i 

Total, 

68 , 3*7 

(v.) Castes engaged im 

PREPARING COOKED FOQD. 
K&ndn . 

Halwil. 


(ix.) Weave a Cast&s. 
Tint!, . 

Jngi, - 

Kapill, .... 
lihumya, . , 

5^7 
L 73 S 
5,31 r 
95 

Total, * 

t,C166 

Total, . 

I 2 j 74 r 

(vi.) Agricultural Castes, 
Swlmjp, . 

Kalhama, 

Cbasi-ctiLopd, * 

Eiruj, ♦ 

Timbult, 

449 

I 9 h *55 

i,t6q 

2,681 

200 

{&) Labouring Castes. 
Chunfai, 

MjtiynL, . , . . 

Korf, .... 
Pitiyal, h 

Sdmanta, 

1,140 

3.465 

564 

iSq 

4 

Agur(, , 

Ltotit, + 

32 

114 

1,005 

304 

lG 

S2 

2,^36 

74 i 

449 

Total, , 

5,362 

Kauai, .... 
Paviaur-dia, . 

Rat, + . . 

Ilakar, , . , , 

Mili, «... 
Koerf^ . ... 

Kurin i, .... 

(jcl ) Castes engaged 
in Selling Fish and 
Vegetarlrs. 

Pundiri, 

Tarihd, .... 

Total, , 

5 S 

6 

64 

Total, . 

29.564 

(sii) Boating and 


(tiL) Castes engaged 
in Personal Service. 

Dhobd, .... 
Hajjim or FTipic, . 

Mhh? : : : ; 
P-hinuk, . . . 

1,376 

10,621 

i,9iG 

376 

199 

Fishing Castes. 

Taliya, , 

Bate, , . 

Patuni, + 

Gontij], 4. , . , 

Mala, .... 
Manjb], .... 
Tior, .... 

26,948 

726 

3 ‘ s li 

7 , 53 ° 

8,960 

2 . 73 ^ 

Total, . 

* 4 * 49 ° 

Total, . 

5 °. 5 T 9 
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Name op Nationality, 
Tribe, or Cast*. 

Number. 

Nam* or Nationality, 
Tribb, or Carte. 

Number. 

(xiii.) Musician, Dancer, 
Beggar, and Vagabond 
Castes. 

- Edit;', .... 

346 

Persons of Hindu Origin not 
recognising Caste — contd. 
Sanydsi, .... 
Native Christians, . 

d 

(xiv.) Persons enumk- 


Total, . 

8,797 

RATED BY NATION¬ 
ALITY ONLY. 

Hindustani, . 

Uriyd, .... 
Panjabi,.... 

27 

7 

93 

5. Muhammadans. 
Julahd, .... 
Mughul,.... 
Fathdn, .... 
Sayyid, .... 

7,793 

2 

1,526 

”5 

19,894 

817,897 

Total, . 

127 

Shaikh, .... 
Unspecified, . . ’ . 

(xv.) Persons of Unknown 
or Unspecified Castes, 

Grand Total of Hindus, 

141879 

274,589 

Total, . 

847,227 

Total of Natives of 
India, . 

1,211,562 

4. Persons of Hindu Origin 
not recognising Caste. 

VaLshnav, . . 


Total of Asiatics, . 

1,211,565 

8,726 

Grand Total, . 

1 , 211,594 


Aboriginal Tribes. —According to the returns of the Census for 
1872, 124 Bhumijs were then found in the District, all within 
thdnd Riiganj. Under the name of Chuars, the Bhumijs, says Mr. 
Beverley in his Census Report, ‘ are well known in early adminis¬ 
trative history for their daring exploits. They are closely allied 
to the Mundis, whose language they speak; and they are found in 
large numbers in Minbhdm and Singbhdm. A considerable number 
(33,440) are also found in Orissa, and a few are scattered through¬ 
out the various Districts of Bengal.’ In the thdnis of Chatmahar, 
Sir^jganj, and Rdiganj, a total of 177 Kols were found at the time 
of the Census; but the generic term of Kol does not show the tribe 
to which the persons so returned belonged. The Kols, like the 
Bhumijs, are found in the largest numbers in Chutid Nagpur. The 
only other aboriginal tribe of which more than one representative 
was found in the District in 1872 is the Dhdngar, of whom 200 
were then living in the Pibni, Sh£hzddpur, Sirijganj, and Rliganj 
police circles. The Dhlngars are said by Colonel Dalton to be 
merely Urionsunder another name; and ‘ the term Dhdngar,’ writes 
Mr. Beverley, ‘signifies the youth of the tribe. They speak a language 
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allied to Tamil, Gaud, and other Dravidian tongues, and are still free 
from Hinduuing influences. .They are industrious cultivators, and 
well known throughout India wherever good, honest, hard work is 
to be done. They are also a merry, light-hearted people, tnueli 
addicted to gluttony and intoxication, and excessively fond of 
dancing, which is their great national amusement/ 

Immigration.'—-I mmigration into Tdbud. District takes place to a 
considerable extent from the North'Western Provinces. Tall and 
powerful men come thence, and engage themselves under the 
name of sirddrs. They are retained by influential samind&rs, 
nominally for the purpose of guarding kdchhdrl j (offices), treasure, 
etc,; but they are used more frequently for the collection of rent 
from the rayats, and for other purposes requiring force or a show of 
force. Merchants from Mfirwir are also found La large numbers in 
the District, their chief centre being the town of Sir rig gun j T where 
they engage in trade and banking. The Collector states that 3545 
tip-country men of the two classes just described were living within 
tlie limits of the Sirfijganj Municipality, at the time of the Census 
of 1872. They do not bring their families with them, and invari¬ 
ably return to their homes as soon as they have earned enough by 
service, or when their success in trade enables them to leave the 
District 

Emigration.—T he coolies going from Calcutta to work in 
the tea-gardens of Assam pass by Sirdjganj j, and it is one of the 
Subdivisional Officer’s duties to inspect the steamers in which they 
are conveyed. The Collector states that ‘the inhabitants of the 
District nevei join the stream of emigration which thus passes by 
them. Some of them, however, go northward to settle on the chars 
of foe upper Jamund, where much good land is still vacant' 1 

The only internal movement noticed by the Collector is a ten¬ 
dency to reclaim jungle and cultivate swamps in the west of the 
District, near the Chalan bil and the Bar 4 .biL 'This part of the 
country/ writes the Collector, * was formerly very populous and 
flourishing, as is ptoved by the number of tanks, temples, and brick 
residences which are still to be found there. About fifty years ago, 
the neighbourhood became unhealthy, probably owing to an altera¬ 
tion in the course of the rivers. It was to a great extent depopu¬ 
lated, and the sites of large villages fell back into jungle. It has 
within the last fifteen years been repeopled. Bunds nr hill-men from 
Chutid. Nigpur being the first settlers. 1 
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Castes. —The following is a list of the Hindu castes in Pdbnd 
District, arranged as far as possible in the order in which they rank 
in local public estimation. The numbers of each caste are taken 
from the District Census Compilation. A more detailed description 
of the status and occupation of the great majority of these castes has 
been given in the Statistical Account of the District of Bogrd (vol. 
viii. pp.- 169-180). That District extends along the north-eastern 
border of Pdbnd; and in the general character of its population, as in 
many other respects, these two Districts bear a marked resemblance 
to each other. 

(1) Brdhman; the caste highest in the social scale, constituting the 
hereditary priesthood; number 20,801. (2) Baidya; this caste ranks 
next to the Brdhmans; its members are hereditary physicians and 
landed proprietors; number 1206. (3) Kayasth; writers by hereditary 
occupation; after the semi-Hinduized Chanddls, the most numerous 
caste in the District; number 35,359. (4) Khatrf or Kshattriya; this, 
the hereditary warrior caste, is theoretically the second in the Hindu 
social organization, but it is doubtful whether there are any pure 
Kshattriyas now to be found in Bengal. At the present day, instead 
of forming a warrior class, they arc returned in the Census as a 
trading caste; number 737, of whom 560 are in the police circle of 
Rliganj. (5) Rijput; the members of this caste are employed as 
police constables, messengers, door-keepers, etc; number 664. (6) 
Baisbaniyd; merely a subdivision of the Baniyd or trading caste; 
number 159. (7) Baniyd; number 610, of whom 559 are in 

the police circle of Duldi. (8) Gandhabanik; a trading caste, 
who deal in spices; number 2315. (9) Oswdl; a subdivision of 

the Baniyd caste; number 75, of whom 68 are in the police circle 
of Ulldpdrd. (10) Ndpit or Hajjdm; the barber caste, numbering 
10,623 members, (n) Halwdi; confectioners; 1522 in number. 
(12) Kdndu; confectioners; 144 in number, of whom 87 are in the 
police circle of Shdhzddpur. (13) Kdmdr; blacksmiths; 6740 in 
number. (14) Kurndr; the potter caste; 10,202 in number. (15) 
Kdnsdri; the brazier caste; number 118, of whom 113 are in the 
police circle of Ulldpdrd. (16) Sondr; goldsmiths; 345 in num¬ 
ber. (17) Bdruf; growers and sellers of pdn (betel leaf); 2681. 
(18) Tdmbulf; a caste also engaged in the preparation and sale of 
betel leaf; number 290, of whom 106 are in the police circle of 
Shihzddpur and 167 in Sirdjganj. (19) Sadgop; the highest of 
the agricultural castes, numbering 449 members, 233 of whom are 
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in the police circle of Strdjganj. {20) Kfubartta.; by fax the 
largest agricultural caste in Pdbntf, numbering 15,455 members, 
scattered throughout every police circle of the District (ar) 
Dotiij (as) Kandi, and {23) Paidsurdds; agricultural castes, num¬ 
bering respectively 334, 3005, and 304- (24) Agurfs; 32, (25) lldi; 
the smallest agricultural caste in the District; it numbers only 
16 members, all in the police circle of Chdtmbhar. (26) Sutradhar ; 
carpenters; 10,283 in number, (27) Chitrakdr; painters; 82. 
(28) Subannabanik; general dealers; 547. (29) Tdnti; the 

highest caste of weavers, numbering 5097 members. (50) Hnkar; 
an agricultural caste, numbering 70 members in the police circle 
of Sirdiganj, and 12 in Udiganj, (31) Mill; an agricultural and 
gardening caste; 29S6 in number. (32) Chdsd Dhopd; agricul¬ 
turists; 1160 in number, of whom 911 are in the police circle of 
Pdbnd. (33) Sunn; wine sellers; afler the semi-Hinduized Chanddls 
and the Kiyastbs, the most numerous caste in the District; 29,728 in 
number. (34) Punddri, 58 in number, and {35) Turdtid, 6 in num¬ 
ber ; sellers of fish and vegetables. (3d) E.djmistrfs; masons; 91 in 
number, of whom So are in the police circle of Mathurd and ir in 
Rdiganj. (37) Kdchdrvi; glassmakers; 32 in number, all in the 
police circle ofSirdjganj. (3S) Ldberf; workers in sheU-Ictc, number¬ 
ing 5 members in the police circle of Sirdjganj. (39) Sinkhdri; 
shell cutters; 158 in number, of whom 152 are in the police circle 
of Chdtmabar, (40) Kapdli; the largest weaver caste in the District, 
numbering 5811 members. (41) Godld; the most important 
pastoral caste in the District; number r 1,648, (42) Gdreri; keepers 
of cows and sellers of milk; 13 in number, all in the police circle of 
Pdbnd, (43) Jugl; weavers of coarse country cloth ; 1738 in num¬ 
ber. (44) Dhuniyd; cotton cleaners; 95 in number, (45) Dhohf; 
the washerman caste; 3376 in number. (46) Behind; personal 
servants and pdlM bearers; 1936 in number. (47) K£Mr; also 
pdlki bearers; 376 in number. (48) Koeri, and (49) Kumh; agri¬ 
cultural castes from Beliar, numbering respectively 741 and 449 
members. (50) Dhdnnk; a caste engaged in persons! service; 199 
in number, (51) Telj, and (52) Kdlu; both oilmen, numbering 
respectively 90S1 and 1533 members. (53) Cbundri; preparers of 
lime; 1140. (54) Mdtiydl; labourers; 3465. (55) Kord, (56) 

Patiyd!, and (57) Sdinanta; all three labouring castes, number¬ 
ing respectively 564, iSg, and 4. (58) Jdliyd ; by far the 

largest boating and fishing caste in the District, numbering 
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26,948 members. (59) Pituni; a caste of ferrymen; 3551 in num¬ 
ber. (60) Ghitwils; 1910 in number, of whom 1889 live in the 
police circle of Sirijganj. This is not properly a caste, but a pro¬ 
fession. The ghatwdls were originally the guardians of the hill 
passes in the western highlands of Bengal, and they claim to be 
Kshattriyas. As has been explained in the Statistical Account of 
Bogri District (vol. viiL p. 172), the large number of persons included 
by the Census Report under this title in Pibni District (a number 
larger than in any other District in Bengal) is to be attributed to the 
fact that the hillmen from Chutii Nigpur, engaged on the jungle- 
clearings in the north-west of the District, whom their neighbours call 
Bunds, affect to style themselves Ghitwils. (61) Gonhri, (62) Mili, 
(63) Minjhi, (64) Tior, (65) Bete or Bathui; boating and fishing castes, 
numbering respectively 68, 7530, 8960, 2736, and 726 members. 

Religious Division op the People. —From the Census of 
1872 it appears that the Muhammadans in Pibni number 847,227, 
or 69*9 per cent, of the total population; and the Hindus 361,314, 
or 29 8 per cent, of the total population. Excluding Muhammadans 
and Hindus, the remainder of the people consists of 98 Christians 
and 2955 persons of‘other’ religious denominations. There were 
66 native Christians in the District in 1872, of whom 49 lived in 
thdnd Sirijganj, and 14 in tfidnd Pibni. 

The Brahma Samaj. —The first attempt to establish a Brihma 
Samij in the District was made in 1856, by some influential native 
gentlemen in Government service at Pibni town. They encountered 
very little opposition from the orthodox Hindus of the town, and 
the Samij lasted so long as they remained at Pibni. As soon, how¬ 
ever, as the original founders left the District, the other members 
gradually dropped off, and the meetings were discontinued. In 
July 1864 a second attempt was made to organize a Brihma 
Samij; and notwithstanding considerable opposition, several mem¬ 
bers were enrolled, and the society is still in existence, though it 
now (1876) numbers only about eight members, of whom all but 
one are natives of other Districts. The members assemble every 
Wednesday, in a building erected for the purpose, and their meet¬ 
ings last for about two hours. No regular subscription is paid by 
the members of the Samij, but they contribute small donations 
when any money is required for the purposes of the society. Be¬ 
sides the members of the Pibni Samij, there are a few Brihmans in 
the town of Sirijganj. 
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The Muhammadan Community.— The Muhammadans of Pdbni 
are, the Collector stated in 1870, rapidly declining in position, 
owing for Che most part to their conservative habits, which prevent 
ill cm from studying English, 01 from progressing in any way 
beyond the condition of their forefathers ; and partly, also, to the 
jealousy shown towards them by educated Hindus, who monopolize 
all, or nearly all, the Government appointments* The leading 
rayafs or cultivators are generally Muhammadans; and they 
frequently rise to the position of traders, boat-owners, and holders 
of small estates, their savings being usually spent in building 
boats or purchasing land* Such of the Mu&aha&n cultivators as 
are welt off spend large sums in feasts. The sons of the princi¬ 
pal rayafs generally learn to read and write, and some few among 
them study the Kurdn. As a general rule, the Muhammadans of 
P£bn£ will not take food from the hands of a Hindu \ but it is said 
that those who are of inferior social rank, and are under obligations 
to Hindus, will take food from them privately, though they abstain 
from doing so in public. The Collector reported in 1B73, that 
ctass rales are daily becoming more rigid, and the separation 
between Hindus and Muhammadans more marked. The last 
generation of MusaLmins were allowed to eat food touched by a 
Hindu, but those who now do so are looked upon as having lost 
caste. The Muhammadan ministers of religion, or imdlta, arc said 
to be less avaricious than Hindu priests ; but they gladly accept any 
present offered them by the cultivators. In most of the villages 
there arc houses for praying, in which a mulld or priest is employed 
on a salary of one or two rupees per month, with an additional 
allowance for diet. The pay of the mulld, and the cost of building 
and repairing the house of prayer, are generally met by local sub¬ 
scriptions j but in somfi villages the houses are built by individual 
wealthy residents. The wives of the Muhammadan peasantry do 
not work, in the fields, but they make themselves generally useful 
in the performance of domestic duties. 

The MusaSm^n religion is occasionally adopted by Hindus 
who have last caste. The Collector, however, states that no 
proselytes properly so-called are now ever made, although the 
majority of the Musalmhn population are probably the descend¬ 
ants of voluntary converts from the lower Hindu castes. Hindus 
and Muhammadans min freely with one another, especially among 
the lower classes. 1 The Mustdmdn has his caste, and observes 

VOL. IX. T 
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his pujds (Hindu religious festival), while the Hindu honours 
the festival of the Muharrara impartially with those of Durg£ 
or Kdli* The Collector adds that no new sects of Muhamma¬ 
dans are springing up in the District; and although Wahdbis are 
commonly believed to be numerous in Pdbnd, a careful police 
inquiry has failed to show that the common belief is correct 

A further account of the religious ceremonies practised by the 
Muhammadans in this port of Bengal will be found in the Statistical 
Account of Bogrd District (vol. viii. pp. 181-185). 

Marriage Customs among Muhammadans. —The following 
account of the marriage customs of the Muhammadans of Pdbnd 
is condensed from a Report by the Collector, dated August 1873. 
Three forms of marriage prevail among the Muhammadans in this 
District They are known as sardi, besardi, and nikd marriages. In 
the first, the bridegroom goes with his friends to the house of the 
bride's father, and is there married; but no ceremony or festivity 
takes place cither before or after the marriage. In the besardi 
marriage there are various amusements, beating of tom-toms, 
singing, and dancing, previous to the actual marriage ceremony. 
In both these forms of marriage, the parents arrange the alliance, 
and the union never takes place solely on the wish of the two 
parties to the contract In nikd marriages, on the other hand, both 
bridegroom and bride are generally adults, and their consent alone 
is considered sufficient 

Before a Muhammadan marriage can take place, it is in every case 
necessary that some one on the bride’s behalf communicate to the 
bridegroom her formal consent to the union; and this communica¬ 
tion must be made in the presence of the kdzi, a Muhammadan 
officer, whose functions are partly of a judicial and partly of a 
religious nature. The mulld or priest then reads the Kaltnd , and 
the bridegroom drinks a sharbat prepared for the occasion. This 
concludes the ceremony, and the bridegroom is then allowed to 
stay a few hours with his bride. Polygamy is not common among 
the Muhammadan peasantry; and divorces seldom take place when 
the marriage has been regularly conducted, and its obligations 
faithfully observed. When a woman is divorced for unfaithfulness, 
the children, if above two years and a half old, generally remain 
with the father; but if below that age, they are left temporarily 
under the care of their mother. The practice of repudiating a wife, 
by once pronouncing the word taldk, prevails among the agricultural 
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class. It gives the husband the privilege of taking his wife back at 
any time without the formal ceremony of re-marriage, such as is 
necessary when the word tal&k is uttered twice* When the word 
taMk is uttered more than twice, the divorce is complete, and the 
woman cannot be taken back even after a formal ceremony* When 
a divorce of any except the kind first mentioned takas place, the 
husband Is bound to maintain the woman for three months, during 
which she must remain chaste, although her farmer husband is not 
similarly restrained* Daughters never inherit a ray&t's holding, if 
there arc sons to cultivate it; but in all other respects the rules 
laid down in the Muhammadan Law of Inheritance are generally 
followed. 

Town Population*- —According to the Census returns, there are 
only three towns in Piibmi District containing a population of more 
than five thousand inhabitants each. These are Fibnd, Sirhjganj, 
and Belkuchf, The following table, ex traded from the District Census 
Compilation, gives the population of each of these towns, classified 
according to religion, with the return of income and expenditure 
made by the two municipalities .of Pdbnd and Sirijganj in 1872. 


Statistics of Towns containing more than Five Thousand 
In habitants in the DISTRICT of Fauna (1S72)* 
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Fauna Town.— As constituted under Ace vii. of iSGS of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, the town of Fdbnd h situated on both 
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banks of the river Ichhdmati, in north latidude 24 0 o' 30", and east 
longitude 89° 17' 25". It is bounded on the north by the river 
Ichhdmatf, on the south by the old bed of the Padma, on the east 
by the village Dohdrpiri, and on the west by the village Aphari. It 
contains an area of two square miles. The Ichhdmati flows right 
through the town, and then takes a turn so as to form its northern 
boundary. The word P 4 bn£ is, however, applied by the natives of 
the District only to a small area on the right bank of the Ichhimatf, 
the other constituent parts of the town being known as distinct 
hamlets. The principal bazars within the area included in the 
Town Union are—(1) Dfwinganj bdzdr, on the Hemganj road; (2) 
Polilnpur bdzdr , on the Rdjshdhi road; (3) Rddhinagar bdzdr, on 
the R£dh£nagar road; (4) P£bn£ bdzdr , beginning on the Jackson 
road and ending on the Kilibiri road; (5) Natun bdzdr, lying 
parallel to and between the Sirdjganj road and the Kdlibiri road. 
There are no tanks of any importance, nor is there any demand for 
largq reservoirs of water. The natives bathe in the river Ichhdmati; 
and drinking water is readily obtained from the same source, from 
a few small tanks, and from the numerous wells that have been dug 
throughout the town. Besides private houses and shops in the 
bazars, the principal brick buildings in the town are the Govern¬ 
ment Offices, the Circuit House, the Police Hospital, the Dispensary, 
the Government English School, and the Mdnjhipdrd Indigo 
Factory. Although there are 8144 Muhammadans living within 
the town area, there is only one brick-built mosque, situated to the 
north of the Pibnd bdzdr. The principal roads in the town are 
all metalled; they are four in number: (r) Strand road, connecting 
the Dogdchhi and thdnd roads; (2) Thdnd road, leading from the 
Government Offices to the Police Station; (3) Jackson road, con¬ 
necting the Strand and Sirdjganj roads; (4) K 4 H Ch 4 nd road, join¬ 
ing Strand road to Jackson road. The most important roads 
leading from the town to the interior of the District are—(1) 
Dogichhi road, from Strand road to the village of Dogdchhi; (2) 
Sirijganj road, from the thdnd road to Dhulori, a village nineteen 
miles from P 4 bn£ on the way to Sirijganj; (3) Rijshihf road, 
from Poliinpur bdzdr to Rimpur Beauleah, the Civil Station of 
Rijshihi District; (4) Bhaw^nipur road, from Dfwdnganj bdzdr to 
Bdjitpur ghdt on the Padma 

Pdbni was constituted a Town Union on ist April 1869, and its 
income is mainly derived from a house-tax. The revenue of the 
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town in 1S70-71 was ^ySo; and the expenditure, ^766, 12s. od. ; 
rate of municipal taxation per head of the population, 6 annas 2 
pits } or p^d. In 1874-75 die revenue was ^527, £s, od„; and the 
expenditure, ^680, ,6g. od. According to the Census of 1872, 
Tdbng. town contains a total population of 15,730 persons, thus 
classified according to religion and sexHindus—males 3852, 
females 3695 ; total 7547. Muhammadans—“males 39S3, females 
41 fir ■ total St44. Christians—mates 16 f females 33; total 39. 
‘ Others 1 — none. Total males 7851, total females 7879; grand 
total r 5,730. 

Sieajganj is the most populous town, as well as the most im 
per tint seat of trade, in Pibnd District, It is situated in north 
latitude 24® 2$ 58", and cast longitude 89° 47' 5". The municipal 
boundaries are as follow On the north, the villages of Kurip^rd, 
Jiirpird, K£okbol^ and Sibn&thpur; on the south, the village 
Kindap&ri; on the east, a small river issuing from the main 
channel of the Jamuni, and the village of ChdndAb Bayri;: on the 
west, the villages of Phulbarid and Diir-baidvanElth. The town con¬ 
tains twelve streets, known as (1) Kaydpati, (2) Phai'iipati, (3) M£ch- 
impur, (4) fC£puri£pati, (5) Miichbu&b£z£r, (6) Daliilpati, {7) 
Brisunuipati, ( 3 ) Kdhbdri, (9) Post-Office road, (io) Kuthidlpati* 
(n) MiMpdri road, and (12) Dhdnbdndi road. Besides these 
town streets, the Pdbn£ road and Ch£nddikon£ road pass through 
Sirdjganjj the former running in a southerly direction, and the latter 
taking a westerly course, and connecting the Dhinbandi river with 
the village of Ch^odiikon^. There are 47 brick buildings, but 
none of stone in the whole town. Of the brick buildings, 15 are 
situated in KAydp&ti, and 9 in Phari^pati street. There is only 
one large market in Sirdjganj; but the trade operations carried 
on. are very extensive and numerous. Rich native merchants 
from different parts of India trade there in rice and various classes 
of grain and seeds ; while as a mart for jute, Sirijganj occupies 
the foremost position in I^astcm Bengal. There are four ghdis or 
landing-places, for boats in die town of Sirijganj. These are—(1) 
Ferry gkdt on the Dh^nbatidi river, at the point were the ferry' 
boats ply during the rainy season; (2) K 41 ib£ri ghdi ; (3} Rahudbari 
ghdt; (4) The jute Company’s gMt in Mdchimpur. During the 
rains, these four gkdfs or landing-places are of great importance, 
as boats and steamers can then enter the DMnhaadi river, which 
flows through the town. In die dry season, however, Kdli-bandar 
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is the principal centre both for importation and exportation* The 
site of this landing-place is. not stationary but is moved every year, 
according' to changes in the course of the river Jatnund. In the 
present year (1876), K;lli-t>andar lies about five miles from the 
town of Sirtfjgacj, 

Oa the ist April 1869, Szrdjganj was constituted a Town Union 
under Act vi RC. of The revenue of the town in 1370-71 

was £603, 5s. o|d ,\ and the expenditure, ^775, 15s* rid.; rate of 
municipal taxation per head of the population, 5 dnnds 4 pits> or 
8d In 5874-75 the revenue was £6$ 4, 45* od*, and the expendi¬ 
ture ^571, i6a ad* According to the Census of 1&J2, Siiljganj 
contains a total population of 18,873 persons, thus classified accord¬ 
ing to religion and sox Hindus—males 5098, females 3102 ; total 
£209* ZVluhimmadans—males 5216, females 5438 ; total 10,654* 
Christians-“inales 13, females none; total 13* f Others ■'—males 
6 , females none * total 6. Total males 10,333, total females S540; 
grand total 18,873* 

The following description of Sirijgan]' is taken from an article in 
The Statistical JReportst* for February' 1876 :—■ 

f 5 ir George Campbell once referred to Sirdjgftnj as “a town 
without houses, 1 " and such is the appearance which it presents to the 
eye of the voyager on the Brahmaputra river. From the deck of his 
steamer the passenger cam at once perceive that he has reached 
a place where trade is active. Small boat? collected together in 
little fleets are approaching the mart from the north ; larger 
vessels are departing from the other entrance of the natural harbour, 
and making for Calcutta. On the shore, crowds of coolies are busy 
in landing open hanks of jute, packing them into drums, and re¬ 
shipping the fibre in this form on board the flats and the other craft 
bound for the south. If it is the hour of the daily hdzdr^ the 
brokers and local merchants are collected in light boats, and are 
busily effecting their purchases. The bright head-dresses of the 
Kiyis or Mirwiris, from the native state of Mirwftr, are sufficiently 
numerous to give to the assembly a liveliness, which is not much 
increased by the white dress of the Bengali maMjan, or the riding 
costume and the solA (pith) hat of the European* The signs of a 
large and keen traffic are unmistakable. The strangeness of the 
sight consists in this, that the scene of so much commercial energy 
is laid amidst a waste of sands, where there is not a tree to 
afford shade, and barely a shed to give shelter. Some five miles 
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from the mart, two factory chimneys may be seen rising above a 
line of trees ; and these indicate the position of the real town of 
Sirijganj. Between their homes and the bdzdr t all engaged in the 
trade have to go and come daily over this great extent of open char. 
It will he easily understood that this is no pleasant journey in the 
hot season, when the glare of the sun is reflected from the sand, 
which is blown in clouds by the strong wind then prevailing. A 
great number even of the poorest classes consider it necessary to 
keep ponies, in order to perform it with the less fatigue. Early in 
June comes a relief. The river rises, flooding the sands on which 
the bdzdr had been held. It fills up and renders navigable a small 
channel through the town of Sirijganj itself. Tor die next four 
months, trade is earned on with every convenience close to the 
doors of the merchants. In October, the bdzdr shifts again to some 
new spot, the nearest natural haven formed by the floods of the 
previous season, on the bank, of die Jamuni When we add that 
between the desertion of one bdzdr and the formation of another, 
there is often an interval of weeks* during which business is almost 
suspended*it will be clear that Sirdjganj has its disadvantages as a port. 

‘'It will be asked how it came to pass that a place so badly 
adapted for the purpose came to be selected as the emporium of 
the trade of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries,, The explanation 
is to be found in the shifting and uncertain character of these rivers. 
When, about sixty years ago* Sirdjganj was founded by Sirrfj Ali, the 
zam&nddr whose name it still beats, it was built on the banks of die 
Brihmapntra. In the year 1S4S the stream changed its course, 
and swamped the whole town, The traders retired before its en¬ 
croachments, and established themselves on its new bank; but 
hardly bad they done so when it again retreated, leaving their 
houses three miles from its stream. The site of the old town was 
thus left high and dry again, but not a trace of iE can be discovered 
on the desolate char which now fills its place. The river baa 
washed away not only the houses and roads, but also the soil on 
which, they rested, to the depth of several feet. Warned by such 
losses* the traders now prefer to live at a distance from the capri¬ 
cious stream, which* while it brings wealth to their doors* may at 
any moment destroy the fruit of their labours. They could find a 
much better site for a bdzdr ten miles down stream, at a place called 
Belkuchf, but they do not wish for any more changes, Belkucbt 
might any day be washed away* or the stream might desert it; 
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indeed, it appears that the merchants have made up their minds to 
stand by Sirijganj in spite of all inducements to move, as they are 
one by one building comfortable brick bouses in the place of the 
mat and bamboo dwellings in which they for years resided.' 

Eeucucht is bounded on the north and east by a small ri% r er 
issuing from the Jamund, which Is navigable only in the rainy season ; 
on the south by the village of Nqdpdri, and on the west by the 
village of DeluA The town has only one market; but a consider¬ 
able trade in jute, cloth, rice, and other goods is carried on there. 
The town is of oblong shape, extending north and south, and is very 
densely populated. According to the Census of 1872, Belkuchf 
contains a total population of 5 £28 persons, who are almost equally 
divided between Hindus and Muhammadans ; there are no Christians 
or " others,- 1 The following is the classification given in the Census 
Report: — Hindus —■ males md, females 134s; total 2458. 
Muhammadans—males ra&o, females 1390; total'2670. Total 
mates 239 6, total females 2733; grand total 5128. 

Large Villages.-—T he following twenty-four villages contained, 
according to the Census of 1872, a population of more than two 
thousand and less than five thousand inhabitants each. The four 
following are situated within the jurisdiction of Pdbnd police station : 
—(r) Char Tiripur., population 4375 ; (2) Bhdrird, 2797 \ {3) 
Sdhidiyir, 3054; (4) Bihir Char, 2423. The fom following are 
situated in Mathuri police circle :■—{5) Jagann&thpur, 205^ ; (d) 
Chak Mdlikpur Sirlrii, 300b ; (7) Jit Sdkni, 234Sj (£} Masundid, 
2292. The three following are in Cbitmahar police circle :■—(9) 
Gopilpur, 3409; (ro) Eothar, 2283 ; (ri) Faridpur, 2656* The 
five following are within L Sirijganj police circle —( 1 2) Blicravd 
Khirndiparl 3431; (r^J Jhunkii Chdndnagar, 2293 ; (14) Hapdnji, 
J 57 2 i f x 5) Sitioii Hit, 2572; (16} Miijhiri, 3302. The seven 
followingare situated within Ehibzidpur police circle :—(17) Demri, 
2351 j (tS) Potdjii, 328b; (19) K.bukni Durgapur, 2125‘ 
Gudhibdri, 24^2; (sr) Nornid Hit, 2577; (22) Chak Bddfi, 2382; 
(33) Porjani Mahdrljpur, 2067, The following village is in 
Uilapari police circle (24) Timai, 2346. 

The following is a list of the thdnds or police stations, excluding 
the towns of Pibnd and Sirijgiinj, together with the latitudes and 
longitudes, as returned by the Surveyor-General. In the Sadr or 
Headquarters Subdivision, which occupies the southern half of the 
District, there are, besides (1) Pdbni town, the three following 
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thdnds: —(2) PuMi* situated in the south centre of the Subdivision* 
in N. lat. 23* 57' nd* and E. long. 8 9° 34' 3^; (3) Mnthurd, 
situated in the south* near the JamunsS river* in K. lat 23° g6 r go"' 
and E. long. 89 s 44' 4.Q* 1 ; (4) Chdtmahar, situated in the north 
of die Subdivision* in N. lat. 24* 13' 40^ and E, long. 89* 20' 20". 
In the Sirtfjganj Subdivision* which occupies the northern half of 
the District, there axe* besides (5) Sirdjganj town, the three folSow¬ 
ing ihdnds: —(6) Shdhaidpur, situated in the south centre of the 
Subdivision, on the Hardsdgar river, in N. lat. 24° ii / o" and E. 
long, Bg a 39^ 20"; (7) niipird, situated in the centre of the Sub¬ 
division, on the Phdljhdr river, in N, lab 24^ 18' gS' 7 and E, long. 
89 11 36' 4S*; (8) Rdiganj* situated in the north, on the bolder of 
BogrtE District* in IS - , lat. 24 0 30' 50" and E. long. 4' 21". 

Division of Population into Town and Country, — The 
Census Compilation thus classifies the villages and towns in the 
District There are 965 villages containing les& than two hundred 
inhabitants; 1061, from two hundred to five hundred ; 537, from five 
hundred to one thousand; 202, from one thousand to iwo thousand ; 
19, from two thousand to three thousand; 4* from three thousand 
to four thousand ; 1* from four thousand to five thousand ; r, from 
five thousand to six thousand ; and two towns with upwards of 
£ftecn thousand inhabitants each. 

The Collector stated in 1870 that the people of the large 
towns give much less trouble than the cultivators, * The former/ 
he reports, f are for the most part steady, thrifty, honest traders* 
who never appear in the criminal courts* except when some 
gumfektd has absconded with the cash box* or when professional 
river thieves have been mistaken for honest boatmen* and, having 
been entrusted with a cargo, have misappropriated and sold it. 
The dwellers in country parts are, on the other hand, troublesome* 
turbulent, and litigious. In very few instances does the relation of 
landlord and tenant mean more than that the former has a right to 
receive so much rent from the latter ; while the latter struggles by 
every means to limit that right to the lowest point. Co-operation 
between the two classes for the improvement of cultivation, a kindly 
or even a friendly feeling between them, can scarcely be said to- 
exist. Most of the wealthy zamtnd&rs are absentees, and the 
middlemen who represent them are unpopular. ... A third class 
is constituted by what maybe called the river population,—boatmen 
and fishermen. These are hardy and strong men ; but the class 
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contains many professional d&Mits (gang robbers) and thieves, 
whose depredations are effected with such skiEl and celerity, that 
detection very rarely follows the commission of an offence. As 
tested, then, by the anxiety which different classes give to the 
executive and judicial officers of the District, the Uimind&rs and 
rayati (in tlieir mutual relationship) stand first; the river population 
next; and the town populations, honourably, last/ 

There is, the Collector states, no tendency on the part of the 
rural or river population to gather into towns. * Every man remains 
in the condition of life in which, he was born. The rayat remains a 
rayat still, and will nor become a trader; the zamlnddr may place 
his savings in a hole in the ground, or in a Government loan, bat 
he will never employ them in establishing himself as a manufacturer 
in a town.’ The Census Report divides the adult male population 
of the District into 205,053 agriculturists, and 16 4,8 65 non-agricul¬ 
turists ; but this nhmber of non-agriculturists is much too high, 
and is probably to be accounted for by the fact that all people 
who do not derive cheir sole means of livelihood from the land are 
entered as non-agriculturists. According to the Collector's estimate 
in 18 jo, the town population comprises one-twentieth of the whole 
District population, dm river population one-twentieth, and the rural 
population the remaining nine-tenths. 

Village Officials.— The descendants of the eld village headmen 
are known in. this District as mandals, bhayins^ and p&rdm&niks* 
Their number varies according to the size of the village; but it 
is reported that there axe seldom less than three or more than 
twelve, and that five is the common number in each village. In 
villages inhabited by Muhammadans the headmen are generally 
Muhammadans. £ Their title/ the Collector reports, 'is hereditary; 
but if a headman dies without issue, or is incapacitated by old age 
or infirmity, his place is filled by election. Any old and substantial 
rayatf who possesses sufficient common sense and local knowledge, 
is eligible to the post; but in a village where the Muhammadan 
population prevails, the nominee must be able to read the Knnin. 
The zamnddr has no voice in bis election: The principal duties 
of these headmen are to settle disputes, and to act as representa¬ 
tives of the villagers in all dealings with the sambid&rs or other 
outsiders; and they frequently succeed in amicably arranging 
quarrels, and preventing them from being brought into, court 
They also assist the mminddr's tahsilddrs in collecting rents. The 
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privileges of the headmen are—to pay rent at a, rate less than other 
rayats, and to he exempted from paying any illegal cesses. From 
the ‘villagers, also, they receive presents at marriages and other 
festivals. The fanthdyat or village assembly is composed of the 
village headmen* There are no jH2tw&ris 7 In the sense of village 
accountants, found In the District, but the name is applied to the 
rent-collectors of small landed proprietors. 

The Material Condition of the. People. —The Collector 
reported in 1S70 that the material condition of the people was 
not good, and that there was little hope of early improvement. The 
chief causes assigned for their low condition, are—(1) the bad 
relations that exist between landlord and tenant, and the pre¬ 
valence of illegal cesses; (2) the expenditure of large sums by 
the poor, as well as the rich, on weddings and the accompanying 
festivities; (3) the total absence of capital in the bands of the 
agricultural community, which necessitates tire existence of mah&- 
/anr } or lenders of money and grain,—a class whom it is customary 
to revile, but without whom the agricultural operations of the 
District would come to a stand-still; {4) the total ignorance and 
absence of education among the agricultural classes, who arc thus 
placed at the mercy of sffminddrl servants and others, whose interest 
it Is that the tttyai.'s should remain .in their present state. 

Deess.—T hu Assistant-Magistrate stated In 1870 that the ordi¬ 
nary dress of a well-to-do shopkeeper consists of a cotton dhuti 
and fcurtd )—the former of native, the Latter of English make,—■ 
and a ch&dar or shawl of the some material as the dhuti. These 
garments are worn In the ordinary fashion, the dhuti round the 
Joins, the kurtd as a waistcoat, and the chddar round the neck, 
hanging low on each side: tire whole dress costs from three to 
four rupees (6s, to &s.). The ordinary rayat wears only a dhuti , 
costing about 12 dnnds or is. 6d. f and a small cloth called gdmchd t 
which he puts on his head when it Is hot. It is kept wet to cool 
his body, and used for a variety of purposes like a kerchief* 
For occasions of ceremony be generally posseses a but this 

article does not form a part of the everyday dress of the cultivating 
class. 

Dwellings. — Shopkeepers sometimes live in brick houses, 
cemented with mud or lime, and containing two rooms each. 
Attached to the dwelling is a mat house {bdhir miihdl) to receive 
visitors, a cow-shed, and a cooking shed, which Is also used as an 
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eating room. The mat dwelling of a smaller shopkeeper usually 
contains a sleeping room for each married couple, and the same 
number of out-houses as are found attached to a brick building \ 
sometime^ however, there is no MMr muML The walls of these 
buildings ore composed of mats, supported by timber, and thatched 
with sun. gross,. Mud huts, so common elsewhere, are quite un¬ 
known in and when a mud wall was wanted for the Govern¬ 

ment distillery, there was no one able to superintend its construc¬ 
tion or show how it was to be made The rayai lives in a dwelling 
similar in construction to that of the shopkeeper, but smaller in 
size. 

Furniture. —The furniture of a Bengali shopkeeper Is the same 
as that of a cultivator. Two brass htds, two brass plates, three 
stone or earthen cups, a few mats, a wrapper {k$ or kdnthd) to 
sleep in, two ring or earthen vessels for dry rice and bk&t (boiled 
three cooking vessels, respectively for dal (pulses), curry, and 
rice ; a jhdru or sweepers brush, and a kukd to smoke, are to be 
found :n every household. The classes more comfortably off have 
also a imrd or cane stool, a chair {mdekid), a hand punkah, a bed 
{khdl) > and a small looking-glass. 

Living Fxpenses.— at is difficult to estimate, by a money standard, 
the household expenses of an ordinary cultivator. He grows his 
own rice, tobacco, and, in some cases, also the cotton for his 
clothes, the cloth being woven by the females of the house. He 
has only to buy salt, and to pay the rent of his house and land. The 
following approximate estimate of the monthly expenses of a culti- 
vator's household was furnished by the Collector in 1S70 Rite, 
Ra 5 or 1 os,; salt, S dnnds or is.; oil* $ a rinds or is,; spices, 6 
dunes or gd ; fish, & dttnds or is,; total expenses for food, Rs. 6 . 
1,4, 0 or 13s. gd. In addition to diri amount, R. 1 or as. must be 
added for the cost of clothes, 6 dnnds or gd for tobacco* a dnnds 
or 3d- tor rent, and r dntid or i^d. as a contribution to the village 
watchman, thus bringing up the total household expenses to Rs. 

S- 7. 0 or ids, iojdr per month. 

The wages of an unskilled labourer are about Rs. 5 or 10s. per 
month; but this sum alone would not support a family of five 
persons. It is usually supplemented by some other resources* such 
ns a garden* and the home labour of the women, of the family, A 
vetl-to-da shopkeeper spends about Rs, rs or ;£i, 4s. od. per month 
on his food, Rs. 2 or 4s. on his dress, and another R&j or. 45. for 
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tniscellaiieous expenses; but the country shopkeepers do not live in 
better style, or on better food, than the ordinary cultivator, 

AGRictroxuE.fi: Rlc&—'There are four distinct kinds of paddy 
grown in P£bn 4 District, viz. — (1) Am, {2) dman, (3) JtUi, and (4) 
h&ro. Of these, dus is usually grown on high lands ; and dmatf, jd!\, 
l and fotv on low lands. Aman and dm, however, arc sometimes 
grown on the same description of land. Both these crops arc sown sn 
the month of Baisiikh (Aptil-May). The dm or early harvest takes 
place in Bhidra {Augua e-September), before the countiy h in un¬ 
dated ; while the iwan or winter rice is left to grow and ripen 
in the standing water, and is not reaped till the months of AgraMyan 
and Pausb (November-January). 

The names of the chief varieties of dmttn rice grown in the District 
are—(1) Land djul, (2) digd, (3) jcmkar&i, (4) hdWdijp f, (5) bkduhU 
digd , (6) kdldjird) {j)jhul } (8) mins, (9) bdmirdj, (ie>) kachtid , (it) 
rdjpal, (12} drdnid, (13) Mkud. The varieties of das rice arc— (*) 
Mlag&rid, (2) hddnus, (3) makidhdr , (4) bdlidhakrj (5} naydehur. 

The b&ro rice or spring crop is chiefly grown an the edges of jhils 
or marshes, and on chars or low-lying alluvial lands. It h sown in 
the month of M£gh (January-February), and reaped in Chakra and 
Bais£kh (March-May). The jail (or wet-land) rice is sown and reaped 
at the same time as the preceding. 

The following are the names given to rice at the various stages of 
its growth:—At the time of sowing it is called bundnii when just 
sprouting, ankurtt; while the plants are small, chdrd ; when the 
ears appear, thor ; when it is ripe, pakkd ; and after it has been cut, 
dMn. The operation of thrashing is called mol&n; that of separat¬ 
ing the chaff from the grain, jhdrd; boiling is called siddhakard. 
The operation of drying is called sukhdn; and husking, nishixsh - 
hard. 

The different Preparations of Rice include the following 
Chird consists of paddy, boiled, fried, pressed, and husked; it is sold at 
the rate of r dnnd per ser, or |d. per pound. Chird bhdjd is chird fried 
after husking; sold at 2 dnnds 3 piss per ser, or 1 |d- per pound. Khai 
is , paddy fried and hushed; sold at r dnnd 9 pits per scr 7 or - j]d, 
per pound, Murtm or mart is rice roasted on hot sand and sifted; 
sold at 2 dnnds per jw , or :h± per pound. Chdid bhdjd is rice 
roasted; sold at r dmtd 9 pies per ser, or i^d, per pound. Chditl 
ptfhd are rice cakes; sold at 2 dimds per ser, or i|d. per pound. 
Chdul ruti is rice bread; sold at 2 dfinds per ser, or iM per 
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pound. Mcyd ts Mai sweetened, pressed, and made into balls; 
sold at 2 dimds 6 pm per ttr> or i^l per pound. Packwdi, or 
cheap rice beer, is drunk by' the palanquin-bearers and low castes. 
Amdfti\ the imperfectly fermented liquid in which boiled rice, 
changed daily, has been standing for two or three days, is prepared 
by people for their own use, but is not sold. 

The OTHER Cereals grown in the District are— 1 wheat and 
barley, tooth sown in Kirtik and Agrahiyan (October-December), 
and reaped in Chaitra {March-April); Indian com, sown in 
Baieikh (Apnl-May), at the same jtime as both the dm and dman 
rice crops, but reaped even before the dtif, in Asliir (June-July); 
kdun and bhurd i both sown in Baisikh (April-May), and reaped 
in Sriban (July-August). 

The Geeen GrO¥S are-—gram, peas, Midi, kitesdri^ muswi, 
m&g, all sown in Kirtik (October-?* ovember), and reaped in 
Chaitra (Match-April) ; urhar, sown in Baisikh (April-May), nnd 
reaped in Phdlgun (Fehmary-March) $ linseed, rdt\ and mustard, 
all three sown in Kirtik (Qctober-November), and reaped in 
Migh (January-February ); til (Sesamum) of two kinds, the one 
sown in Bhidra (August-Septembor), and reaped in Parish (De- 
cember-January), tbe other sown in Phhlgun (Februarv-March), 
and reaped in Jaisbtha and Ashir (May-July) dandy sown in 
Paush (December-) anuary), and reaped in Pbilgun (February- 
March). 

Thu Fibres comprise jute and flux, both generally sown in Baisikh 
(April-May), and reaped in Ashir and Sriban (June-August); and 
two kinds of hemp, one of which is sown in Kirtik (October-Novem- 
ber), and reaped in Phiignn and Chaitra (Februaiy-April); the 
other is sown in BoisJkh (Aprif-May), and reaped in Ashir and 
Sriban (June-August). 

The Miscellaneous Crops arie indigo, sown in Aswin and Kirtik 
(September-November), and reaped in Jaisbtha and Ashir (May- 
July) j pin or betel-leaf, sown in Phrilgun and Chaitra (February- 
April), and cut at all seasons; Midi or turmeric, sown in Baiaikh 
(April-May), and reaped in Pausb and Migh (Deoember-Feb- 
ruary ); iksh,t or sugar-cane, sown in Philg-un (February-March), 
and reaped iu Paush and Migh (December-Febrsiary); tobacco, 
sown in Kirtik (October-November), and reaped in Migh and 
Philgun (January-Marcb); onions, so™ in Migb (Jannaiy- 
February), and reaped in Jaishtha (May-June), Besides the fore- 
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going staple crops, the District also produces ginger, mangoes, pine¬ 
apples, the castor-oil* plant, bdigun } potatoes, cucumbers, pumpkins* 
wood-apples, limes, beans, coriander seed, pomegranate, plantains, 
jack-Trait, dates, plums, chillies, lichu, coco a-nuts, kitreld, guavas, 
garlic, nuts, water-melons, and tamarinds. 

Jute Cultivation.— The jute plant (Corchorus capsularis), 
known to the natives as kas&td and pdt, has been cultivated in the 
District of Piibni from time immemorial. Hemp is only used for 
making fishermen's nets and tow-ropes, while jute supplies its place 
for all other purposes. Every house is built with mats and bamboos 
fastened together by jute; every cow Is tethered by a jute rope. 
The average annual consumption of jute by a Tribnd household, 
according to the Subdivisions! Officer of Sirdjganj,may be estimated 
at half a maund (41 lbs.). Until about the year rS65, no more jute 
was grown than was necessary to satisfy Elds local demand. The 
steady rise, however, since that date in the price of the fibre has In¬ 
duced the rayats to cultivate it for export; and when in iSyo-yr the 
rate rose to Rs. 5, £ r o per maund\ or 14s. u^d, per hundredweight, 
the profits made were so large that considerable additions were at once 
made to the area under jute cultivation. The Collector estimates 
that during tire year *872* if 9 2 square miles, or '104 of the District 
area, was given tip to jute. EuC the cultivation of the fibre could 
not be maintained to this extent, except at the abnormally high rates 
of 1S71; and the subsequent fall in tire price of jute led to a great 
reduction in the area under cultivation during rSy^ and the folio w- 
ing year. 

c In Fabti.a,' the Collector reports, 1 as in other Districts, jute 
grows best on land just above the flood level, where there is always 
moisture, but seldom any accumulation of water. Such land is 
of the quality known to Revenue officers as ostial, the highest 1 
assessed/ A moist season is the best suited to the cultivation. 
The growth of the plant is greatly stimulated by frequent showers, 
hut floods or very violent rains injure the stems, the portion of the 
plant under water becoming hardened. Jute is an exhausting crop, 
and pulses cannot be sown in the cold season on jute land. Jute 
cannot be profitably grown far two years in succession, on the same 
land ; and it is, therefore, usually sown in rotation with til (Sesamum) 
and dmati rice. Jute land in F^bnd District is too valuable to be 
allowed to lie fallow in order that it may recover its strength. 

The following account of the mode of cultivation and the prepam- 
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tion of this fibre, is compiled jfrom a Report written by the Collector 
in 1873, Land for the cultivation of jute is ploughed and harrowed, 
and the dods are broken in the same way as in preparing the ground 
for rice. Manure is seldom used. The seeds are sown broadcast, 
from the latter part of February till the first week in May. When 
the plants grow up, they have to be thinned and the ground weeded. 
Great care must also be taken in guarding against the ravages of a 
most destructive insect, called bichJid, When the plants obtain 
their full height, and before the fibre has hardened from over ripe¬ 
ness, the crop is cut down close to the ground. The usual time for 
cutting jute is from July to October, The next process, after the 
jute has been cut down and made into bundles, is to steep it in 
water for from seven to fifteen days. For this purpose, stagnant and 
not running water is almost invariably used ; and during the opera¬ 
tion, selected plants are from time to time examined by the culti¬ 
vators. As soon as they have been steeped long enough, the stalks 
are removed from the water; they arc then broken with a mallet at 
the top, and the wood snapped in the middle, ■ The fibre is 
removed by the hand, cleaned and dried on bamboo supports. 
After this the jute is made up in hanks, and is then ready for the 
market. The cultivators in the Sirljganj Subdivision mate over their 
jute to the btpdtis, or dealers in the interior; and the hpdrtf sell it 
again to the mah&jans, or large merchants and money-lenders. In 
the Headquarters Subdivision, pdikdrs take the place of the b&pdrh. 
The Collector, in 1S73, estimated that rather more titan half the 
population of the Sinfjganj Subdivision, and about one-tenth of the 
population of the remainder of the District, are employed in jute 
cultivation. The cost of production per acre may, according to the 
Collector's Report, be estimated at 12 dtw&s or is. 6d, for seeds ; 
Rs. 3 or 6s. for rent; and Rs. 27 or £2, r4S. od. on account of 
labourers’ wages; giving & total outlay of Rs, 30. 12, o or ^3, 

1 a (id. per acre. The produce of an acre of land under jute culti¬ 
vation varies from iz to 3d meamds (S r fi to s6'5 hundredweights); 
the average yield is estimated at 7 mau/ids per bighd, or 15'4 
hundredweights per acre. The average price of jute of the best 
quality at Sir£jganj during the ten years ending 1S72 was Rs, 4 
per mound, or 10a. io^d, per hundredweight; jute of medium quality, 
Rs. 3- S, o per mound, or gs. 6|d. per hundredweight; and inferior 
jute. Re, 3 per mound, or 8s. 2d. per hundredweight 
Further information as to the amount of jute imported to and 
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exported from the District, and as to the mode in which the traffic 
Is conducted, is given under the heads River Traffic, and Trade 
and Commerce, on pages 275, 293-95, 307, 309, 31 fi, 331, 340-46. 

Area under Cultivation ; Out-turn of Crops.-— The total 
area assessed for the payment of land revenue in PiSbn£ District 
amounted, according to the Collector's Return en the 31st Match 
1875, to 13 \3 square miles 63? acres (854,152 acres); of which 
area, 1147 square miles 1 45 acres, or 87 per cent, of the total area 
assessed, was under cultivation. The remaining 171 square miles 
487 acres comprised 92 square miles 255 acres of grazing lands, 38 
.square miles 534 acres of cultivable waste, and 40 square miles 
338 acres of tmeu ltd v able waste. From a con side rah on of the known 
details of a tract of land, chosen as representing fairly the physical 
characteristics of the whole District, the Collector reported in 
October 1875, that c of the cultivable land of the District, fhrec- 
fourths is under food crops, and Onofourth under jute and other 
staples, 1 Of the area devoted to the cultivation of food crops, 
seven-eighths is reported to be under rice cultivation, one-eighth only 
being reserved for other food crops. The area stwvn with jute in 
the year 18-75, when the cultivation of this fibre was at its height, ivas 
reported to be 192 square mile*; of which 123 square miles, or 
78,720 acres, w'ere situated within the Sirdjganj Subdivision, and 69 
square miles, or 44,16c acres, in the Headquarters Subdivision. 

Most of the cultivated land in the District is of the class com¬ 
monly known as da-fasH, that is, land yielding two crops- in succes¬ 
sion —dMn or paddy, and a cold-weather crop. The Collector 
teported in r07r that the produce of a bigM of land, paying 
Rs. r. “ 3 . o as rent, may be estimated as follows :—dmim dMn, 5 
TTtiiundS) value Rs. 5 ; dus dMn, 4 nmunds, value Rs. 3; cold- 
weather crops, iit mavnds, value Rs. 4. S. o. The value of the 
total out-turn is thus Rs. 12- S. oper bighd , nr 75s. od. per acre. 

Position of tme Cultivators.—A cultivators holding is re¬ 
garded as a large one if its area is as much as 32 highds or 10^ 
acres, A holding only half this sise is looked upon as a comfort¬ 
able farm, but one of 8 bigkds or 2% acres is decidedly small. Two 
pairs of oxen, if good, can plough about rS Mghds nr 5]- acres of 
land; but in the Sirdjganj Subdivision, on account of the small 
sise of the cattle, they are reported not to be able to plough so 
much. Four oxen to a plough are generally used in the District; 
but one pair of strong oxen is sometimes made, though with diffi- 
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cultv, to cultivate fro™ x. to 15 HfMf (a » S »=?; A hol *"f 
of 7 s tisids or 5 aores would not, according to the Co lector enable 
a myj \to live so comfortably as a respectable retail * ll °P lte ^ er ’ 
nor'sa a man on a money wage of IU S (16a) per month. Most 
of the peasantry are in debt, except just after harvest-time. The 
Subdivisions! Officer at Sirijganj reports that the ettenston of jute 
cultivation has been Use means of adding considerably to the nice ne 
of the raynis; and the losses sustained m the year iSj s, when the 
cultivation was carried to excess, fell far short of the profit gained 
in the preceding years. The withdrawal of land from nee cultiva¬ 
tion in order that the new and more profitable staple may be grown, 
raises the price of rice, which is felt by ail consumers who have 
to purchase their food; but it does not affect the cultrvators, who, 
with few exceptions, grow enough grain for the support of them- 

selves and. their families . 

With the exception of a few independent tdlvkddrs in the Sirij- 
fian j Subdivision, who pay to Government the nominal land-revenue 
of one or two rupees a year, there are, the Collector states very 
few if any, small proprietors who live upon, and till, their own lands, 
without either a zambtd&ri bove them or a subfolder or labourer 


of any sort under them. 

The Collector estimates that about three-fourths of the rayah 
in the District have rights of occupancy : and that only one-fourih 
are tenante-at-will. Of those cultivators who have occupancy rights, 
about one-fouith are not liable to enhancement of rent, but are 
entitled to hold their lands permanently at a n^ed rate. 

Domestic Animals.— The animals used in agriculture arc oxen 
and buffaloes. Horses, cows, sheep, goats, and pigs are reared as 
articles of trade or for food. In one ot two parts of the District, 
immense herds of pigs are reared for the Calcutta market. Accord¬ 
ing to a return by the Collector in 1S71, a cow is worth about Rs, 
12. or £1, 4s- ad. j a pair of oxen, Rs. 25, or £s } tos, od.; a pair 
of buffaloes, Rs. 30, or £3 j a score of sheep, Its. so, or £2 ; a score 
of kids six months old, Rs. 25, or £i t jos. od. ; a score of pigs, 


Rs, 40, or £ 4 , , . , 

Agricultural Implements.—T he following are the principal 

implements used in Pibnd District(1) ploughshare, n&ngalpkdil; 
(2) yok tjvydl; {3) harrow, mai; (4) plough, ndngal; (5) hammer, 
.Mvgur; (6) scythe, Mdd; (7) an implement to remove weeds, pdchan 
gr nirdidj (B) an instrument to stir the straw, Mnddl; (5) a bamboo 
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plate, for removing the chaff from the grain, held; (10) broom; 
bdrun or fAdrtfd ; (tt) spade* koddti. All the above impiements and 
four oxen are required to cultivate a plough, of land, i.t. about 16 
bighds or 5 1 acres. The cattle and implements together represent a 
capital qf about Rs. 50, or ^5,. 

Rates oy Wages,—T he rate of wages both for unskilled and 
skilled labourers has about doubled .since the year 1840. At that 
date, coolies (men) received only n^dnnds or a|d. per day, and women 
and boys only half an Sind or |d. per day each. The present 
rates are 3 dnnds or^d, per day for men, and r dnnd 3 pies or i^d. 
for women and boys. .The rate for agricultural day-labourers was 
I^ dnnds Or aj-d. per day in rSqo ; it is now 2 {binds spies or^^d. 
Bricklayers formerly obtained a£ dnnds or sf d.; they now get 5 
dnnds or y-^d. Carpenters and smiths earned 3 dnnds or 4^d, a 
day in 1840 5 they now receive 8 dfinds or is. a day. Unskilled 
labourers, when engaged by the month, earn from Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 (8s. 
to ios^) at the Headquarters Station, and from Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 (io$. 
to 135,) at Sirdjganj ; while at the latter town, for occasional work, 
as much as Rs. 8 or rGs. per month is not unfrequently given. 
The jute factory at Sirtfjganj offers employment to so many men, 
women, and children—women getting Rs. 3, 32. e or 7s. dd per 
month, and children Rs. 2. 8 or 5s. od.—that the prices at Sirdjganj 
necessarily exceed those in the rest of the District. 

PRtCES.—-There has been a great rise in the prices of food grains 
of late years, and the rates are now more than twice as high as they 
were in 1850, The table on the following page* furnished by the 
Collector, shows the average price of food grains and of sugar-cane 
and country spirit, in each of the years 1850, 1859-60, 1866 (the 
year of the Orissa famine), and 1870, 

From November 1873 to October 3874, the period of the Rehar 
famine, the average price in Pdbni of common rice (husked) was 
Rs. t. rq_ o per' mound, or ys. per hundredweight The 
average price in the Headquarters Subdivision during the four 
months of greatest scarcity (April to July 1875) was Rs. 3, 3. 9 per 
maund l or 8s. g|d. per hundredweight. The price during the 
same months of the preceding year had been about od e-half the 
above—Rs. 1. S. 5 per mound, or 45. rfd. per hundredweight The 
average price from April to July 3874, in the Sinijganj Subdivision* 
was Rs. 3. 5. 7 per mmmi * or 95. r^d. per hundredweight; the 

[Se/tferut continued on page 3 og. 
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price during the same months of the preceding year having been 
RSr 1.7.7 P er **&und } or 4,5. per hundredweight 
■Hie price at Sirijganj of jute of best quality in 1870 was Rs, 
5, 4, oper mau7id y or 14s. ^d. per hundredweight; the price of jute 
of medium quality was Rs. 4. 12. o per maund, or 12s, nd. per 
hundredweight; and of jute of inferior quality, Rs. 4 per ntuund, or 
1 os, io|d r per hundredweight. The average prices of the same 
three descriptions of fibre, in the ten years ending 1872, were 
respectively Rs r 4., Rs r 3. g r o, and Rs. 3 per pumtid i or ios. to|d., 
95. d^d-, and Ss r id, per hundredweight 

Weights and Measures.— The measures of weight in use in 
Pabni. District are ns follow ;—4 chhaf&k — 1 poyd y 4 poyd — 
1 str; 40 str == 1 man or maund. Hie str in general use at the 
town of I'.ibnit and in the bazars is a kachchd , or short str of 60 
folds weight; and consequently the usuaE mound of pounds 
contains 1 mound T3 strs $ shhatdhs, according to the weights in use 
at Pdbna. At Sirijganj, the great mart of tire District, a str of 60 
folds is used for weighing salt, betel nuts, tobacco, and molasses; and 
a str of S2 folds for turmeric, jute, mustard, ginger, hemp, ha Idi 
(4 pulse), and rice, 

The measures of time are as follow;—60 pad ~ 1 donda; 7^ 
dando — 1 prahar (3 hours); 4 prahar — r ddm (day). 

For measuring distance, 24 angttli r hdth \ 2 hdth — r gaj 
(yard); So hdth (40 yards) = 1 rasi; 44 rasi = 1 mile] 2 miles = r 
hrss„ For measuring land, 20 dhul = 1 chhatdk y id chhatdk “ r 
kdtha; 20 kdthd — r Mghd- The fact that 20 square Adfits arts 
equivalent to one chhatdk gives the relation between the measures 
of length and area. In practice, however, the standard of measure¬ 
ment varies til different parts of the District, and forms a constant 
subject of dispute between landlords and their tenants. 

Landless Day-La souiuers.— The Collector states that there is a 
class of cultivators, known in the District as bargdiis or barg&d&rs^ 
who cultivate land under the fafddrs, the latter giving half the seed 
and the land free of rent. The bargdit provides cattle* implements* 
half the seed* and the labour, and in return beeps half the produce. 
In Sirijganj town, a class of hired day-labourers is said to be spring¬ 
ing up ; but they are employed only in factories, and do not wort in 
the fields. In no part of the District is there any large class of 
persons who, not being artisans, landowners, tenure-holders, or 
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cultivators, are forced to earn their livelihood as hired unskilled 
labourers. 

Stare Land. —There is very Httte spare land in Pibnl Accord¬ 
ing to the latest return, which gives, statistics up to the 31st March 
1875, it appears that, out of the total area of the District, there are 
Only 24,854 acres (38 square miles 534 acres) of waste land fit for 
cultivation. The uncultivable waste land amounts to 25,938 acres, 
or 4c square miles 338 acres. 

Land Tenures.—T he following account of the land tenures in 
the District of Prtbni is mainly derived from a Report by Bdbu 
Krishna Prasad Ghose, Deputy-Collector, dated December 1873 ; 
and except where otherwise stated, tbe statistics relate to the tenures 
as they existed in that year. 

Tbe whole settled area of the District may be divided into two 
classes of land, (I.) that which pays revenue or rent to Government, 
and ( 11 .) that which is not liable to such payments. The first class* 
which forms by far the larger portion of the District, may be again 
divided into (r) estates which Government has settled at a perma¬ 
nently fixed rate of revenue, and {2) estates over which Government 
has retained, cither wholly or in part* its original proprietary 
rights. 

The Revenue-fayjjjg, Permanen^lv-settled Estates { zam \ n - 
ddrls and tdlxks) held direct from Government at fixed rates, are 
1 Too in number. Of these, 867 are assessed for the payment of 
a Government Revenue of less than Rs. roo (^10) each, while 233 
ate assessed above that amount. No ancient records are available 
to show the state of the District at the time of the Permanent Settle¬ 
ment* or immediately afterwards ; but according to local tradition, 
the members of the family of the of Witter were once the sole 
proprietors of all the J>arga?ids comprised in Pdbni District at the 
time of its formation in 1832, .It is said that, prior to the British, 
mte, Rdi R^glmnandan of Nittor, by ingratiating himself with the 
Kawib of Murshidibid, obtained the title of Rdi Rav£n. During 
his incumbency, and that of his brother, Rimjihan, and of his 
son, Riji Rcimk^ntaj. ail the property of the family in this District 
was acquired. Rara kinta was succeeded by h is widow, the celebrated 
Rtfni Bhawant, and by his adopted son, Rdji Rdm Krishna, During 
the incumbency of the latter, almost all the family estates fell into 
arrears, and were bought, at the public sales, partly by the Rijn's 
agents and servants, and partly by the ministerial officers of Govern- ■ 
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ment, the Tagores of Calcutta, and others, who are the present 
proprietors of the estates, 

Resumed Estates.—B esides the foregoing noo revenue-paying 
permanently-settled tenures, there were in December 1873, accord¬ 
ing to the Deputy-Collector’s Report, 50 resumed mahdls, paying, 
or liable to pay, revenue to Government, but not permanently 
settled with the holders. Of the fifty resumed estates, three were 
originally held as estates exempted from the payment of Government 
revenue; but the grants conferring Che right to hold these lands 
free from revenue having been found invalid, the estates have been 
resumed by Govern m ent, Tb e remaining forty-seven resumed mahdls 
represent alluvial accretions, formed after the Permanent Settle¬ 
ment of the estates to which they became attached. They were 
resumed by Government under Regulation ei. of 1819 and Actix. 
of 1847. Of the resumed maMh^ si are settled on temporary 
leases with the m&liks or proprietors, and 10 with other individuals 
on the recusancy of the proprietors; 7 are directly under the 
management of Government officers, and zs are open to settlement. 
The right of the leaseholders is limited to the creation (as regards 
occupied lands) of sab-tenures intennediate between thcmseSves and 
the cultivators ; and in creating such sub-tenures they must not 
interfere with the recorded rights of the latter. They have also, 
during the term, of their leases, an absolute right to dispose of 
unoccupied lands. If the leaseholder is not the proprietor, the re¬ 
settlement on the expiry of the lease is made with the proprietor, 
should he apply; but !n his absence, preference is given to the 
former leaseholder over outsiders. There are in these resumed 
estates about 15S j&td&rs and 3859 subordinate holders or under¬ 
tenants, of whom, three-fourths hold by a right of occupancy, and 
can lease, sell, or otherwise transfer their tenures; the remaining 
one-fourth are tenants-at-wilL 

Fishery Tenures.' —'Bearing a close resemblance to the fifty 
resumed tnah&ls just described, ate the 24 jalkurs or fisheries m 
the navigable rivets Harrisagar, Phdljhur, Usual, and Chukndh 
These were resumed as the property of the State, on the principle 
laid down in Government Orders No, 34r, dated 12 th September 
1S59. They are let out on temporary leases, the total amount 
realized from them in the year 1870-71 being Rs. (548 or 
^64, 165. od A list of these fisheries, together with the rivers 
on which they are situated, will be found n?itt\ p, 27 d Most of the 
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leaseholders sublet the fisheries to the actual fishermen, on terms 
similar to those on which they themselves hold from Government. 

Government Estates. —In December 1073 there were on the 
rent-roll of the District 25 khds jrtahdh, or estates over which 
Government retains full proprietary rights. Of these, 8 mahdh 
were chars or islands thrown up in the navigable rivers Fadma, 
Jammii, and Harisigar, and tahen possession of by Government 
under Act k. of 184.7. The remaining 1 7 mahdh were purchased 
by Government at auction sales, held for the recovery of arrears of 
revenue. One of these estates was held khas by the ruling autho- 
ikies, prior to the cession of the tfiwdm to the East India Company; 
■and although, a few years ago, the estate was sold to the highest 
bidder, it has since been bought in by Government This khds 
mahdl and six others have been transferred to the District of Nacliyji 
since December 1873, so that there now remain {February 187b) 
only 18 hhds mah&s in Pdbni District Of the estates purchased 
in default of payment of Government revenue, one was encroached 
upon by the river JamutuS, and three others have been partially 
washed away by tile river Padma or Ganges. AH tire khds maMIs 
■jn Fdbn& yield a revenue of less than a year each; 

and their management is entrusted to the subordinate executive 
establishment. None of the estates are now (3876) let out in farm. 
In December 1873, the Deputy-Collector reported that four of the 
khds mahdls were then held by farmers on temporary leases, with 
the power to creare sub-tenures so long as they did not Interfere 
with the rights of cultivators. Besides these four farms, there 
were in December 1873, 47 jots in the Government khds mahdh. 
Many of these ji>h were -created in times past by farmers ? and up¬ 
held by Government at the time 0/ re-settlement. The jttfddrs have 
the right to sublet during the term of their lease, provided that no 
recorded cultivator is in possession of land, in which case the j&tddr 
is only a receiver of rents. There were.also, in December 1873, 
about C64 subordinate holders in the khds wiahdh, of whom about 
two-thirds had a right of occupancy, and their tenures were reported 
to be transferable ; the remaining one-third were tenants-at-wilh 
Intermediate Tenures.- —Several of the principal landowners 
or zamlnddrs of the District have made over to subordinate holders 
all the rights which they themselves originally possessed in their 
estates. Some of them have been compelled to do’so in order to 
satisfy the claims of private debtors; while others have been in- 
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.fiuenced by the trouble incurred In collecting rents from a number 
of small tenants. As a general rule, however, tire sadr zamhirfdrs in 
Fibni District have retained the management of then estates, and 
have not given up their right to the land in return for a fixed amount 
of rent Nevertheless, 267 Jmtnis, or subordinate permanent tenures 
at fixed rates, have been created by the $aminMrs and tdtukddi's. 
With the exception of five, all of these are situated in the Head¬ 
quarters Subdivision. Subordinate to the holders of these patni 
tenures, there are said to be £0 dar-feUidddrs ; and subordinate to 
these, again, 3 s&patidddrs. Both the dar^atnmdrs an d th c si-pa tftiddrs 
have all the rights of the superior tenants from whom they respec¬ 
tively hold. As a rule, paint tenures are granted by the zaminddr 
in consideration of a lump sum amounting to the annual revenue for 
five years, besides the annual rent; but in some cases a smaller 
premium is taken, while in others even more is required. 

Besides the subordinate tenures just described, there is one 
jiUMiUluk in fargand Bdjurhs Nkisirpur, and one si hihmi idluk in 
pargand Sinduri, both in the Headquarters Subdivision. These are 
supposed to be permanent tenures at fixed rates, held from the time 
of the Permanent Settlement of 1793, but their precise origin and 
history cannot now be ascertained. 

The following subordinate tenures arc also enumerated by the 
Deputy-Collector as common in Pdbnd District;—-(*) Ijdrds or 
leases, known as middi. dar-middi^ and sc-middi ijdrds, the last class 
being very few in number. They are all of a temporary character ; 
but the lessee can sublet during the .term of his lease, provided he 
does not interfere with the rights of existing under-tenants. (2) 
Maurusijois, or under-tenures held at a fixed rent in perpetuity, with a 
written stipulation that the heirs of the original holders shall succeed 
to the tenure. (3) Kdimt jots, or under-tenures held in perpetuity at 
fixed rates, and differing only in name from the class last mentioned. 
(4) Jots, or under-tenures with a right of occupancy, but liable to 
enhancement of lent. (5} Middl or sardsarl jots ; under-tenures 
held for a term of years according to agreement, and subject in other 
respects to changes in the settlement according to the wall of die 
zamlnddr. (6) Uthitpatit y or eh&rcha jots; under-tenures, the rates 
of which are fixed annually or from time to time by local inquiry 
and measurement. The holders arc tenants-at-will, with the power 
of subletting or of cultivating by means, of others. The Deputy- 
Collector reports, that of the total number of subordinate tenures of 
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the last five classes, nearly one-fourth are of the 2d an<j ^d classes, 
nearly one-half of the 4th class, and the remaining one-fourth of the 
5 th and 6 th classes. 

In addition to those enumerated above, under-tenures bearing 
the names of pstod fdtuk, manrusi ijdrd, jimM , and istimr&ri and 
?niikarr&ri jets, are known in the District Ttt&d tdJnks are few in 
number, and are held on terms almost exactly similar to those ol 
pntui tdiah-i; mffvrvsi ijdrds are permanent under - tenures held 
at a fixed rent; jimfrds are very few in number in Pdbni, and the 
right of the holder is ill-defined ; Elis position is somewhat similar, 
but inferior, to that of an ijdrdddr . Istimrdri and mukarrart jot 1 
differ only in name from hdimijots ♦ 

Rent-free Holdings,—I n a large number of villages in P^bnd 
District there are lands held rent-free, although .the samlnMr pays 
Government revenue for them. Their description and number in 
Pibnd, as ascertained from the registers received from the Rdjsh&M 
Collectorate, are ist, Dtbcttzr^ or lands reserved to support the 
worship of Hindu deities, 53 3 in number. 2d, Br&hmottar , or 
lands for the maintenance of Brahmans and priests, 2756 holdings, 
3d, Vaiskflavcttar, or lands for the maintenance of Vaishnavs or 
followers of Vishnu, 37 holdings. 4th, Pirdn or pirpdl, lands for 
the maintenance of Muhammadan temples, 349 in number. 5th, 
Ldkhirdj, or lands for the support of respectable Siidras and 
Musalmdns, 830 in number. 6th, B&idycttitr, or lands for the 
support of Baidyas or native physicians, 7 in number. 7th. 
Bhqgottar, or lands assigned to an individual without the power of 
alienation, ra5 holdings. All these rent-free tenures, excepting 
those in the seventh class, are of a transferable character; and sub¬ 
ordinate to them are under-tenures similar to those already described 

Service Holdings.—T he c&zu&tddrs, or village watchmen, are 
not remunerated by thdkrdn Lands in Pibnd District; and returns 
received from the zaminddrs do not show the existence of such 
tenures. The village functionary who is most frequently remune¬ 
rated in this way is the barber, nearly every village having a plot 
of land for his support. Carpenters, sweepers, bearers, washermen, 
drummers, zMmdrs or cobblers, arc occasionally remunerated in the 
same way; and the domestic servants of tamfttddrs, their butlers, 
table servants, and elephant drivers, frequently have ohdkrdti or 
service lands assigned to them. Remuneration in the same form is 
also given to gumdsktdzj Amins, sirddrs, mirdhds , pdiks, barkanddtf , 
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find other servants employed by the landholders in the management 
■ of their estates and in the collection of rent. 

Cultivators 1 Holdings.—T he actual cultivators of the soil in 
the District of Pdbn 4 are of four classes (r) Those holding per* 
maneutly at fixed rates ; (2) those having rights of occupancy; 
(3) tenantt-at-ivill; (4) dargdddrs, or cultivators who, without any 
tenure in the lands they till, sow and cultivate the fields of ethers, 
receiving half the seed from the owner of the tand, and paying him 
half the crop instead of roup The bstrgdd&r supplies labour, cattle, 
and half the seed. 

Most of the actual cultivators who are recognised as haying 
rights of occupancy, or as holding at fixed rates, have no leases* 
and questions as to their status may at any time occur. The 
zaminddn maintain that the greater part, even of the old rayats^ 
are mere tenants-at-will. A custom prevails in the District not to 
charge for fallow' lands; and the landlord considers that a field 
left fallow reverts to him, and that no right of occupancy can bo 
derived from its previous cultivation. As a very large proportion of 
the cultivated lands are allowed to lie faitow more than once in twelve 
years, this contention would bar nearly all occupancy rights. Again, 
rayats frequently exchange their fields, a practice commonly known 
among them as iiv&z khdm. This is done by the ntyat for the 
convenience of cultivation, but tbe zaminddn urge that by tins pro¬ 
ceeding the rights of both parties in the lands exchanged are 
extinguished. The rayats , on the other hand, maintain that the 
lands, if left fallow, do not revert to the s&mhiddrs^ but that the latter 
remit the rent, because the practice of allowing the land to resi is 
beneficial both to themselves and the sait&nddrs and that exchanges 
of lands concern only the rayats themselves, the proprietors receiving 
the rent as before the transfer. It is estimated that* excluding the 
cultivators of the newly-formed rAurr* more than half tbe rayats in the 
District have occupancy rights; and it rests on the sambtddrs to 
prove that these rights have been relinquished by the non-payment 
of rent when the land lies fallow, or by an exchange of lands being 
made by two cultivators, 

IlEVESHM-FfcEB Estates. —There were, in December 1S73, 49 
estates not liable to the payment of Government revenue, of which 
20 are situated in the Headquarters Subdivision and sp in Sirij- 
ganj. These revenue-free estates or mahdts are, for the most 
part, very small; 25 are less than ro btgMs (3J acres) in area, 13 


316 statistical account of fabna> 

less than 50 frigft&s (t6^ acrea), and only 11 above 100 bighfa 
acres) each. Of these last eleven, one is 357 bighds (119 acres) 
in area, and tire remaining ten do not exceed 256 UghAs (S5J 
acres) each. Most of tlte taaMls situated in Sirijganj are small; 
and many of them are reported to be connected with the history 
of one Mag dam. Si bib, whose cubit was the unit of measurement 
in pargand Yasufshibh until the zandni&rs introduced short 
measures there. There is a local tradition that Magdam Sdhib 
was a Muhammadan prince, who came to Bengal from the north¬ 
west, and was allowed to colonise Yusufshabi, then an uninhabited 
jungle. He was afterwards accused of giving offence to the 
Hindus* and his head was cat off ; but his friends being eager 
to revenge his death, the king granted a Idkhirdj or TCvcnue-free 
estate to his descendants to hush the matter up. Four sharers 
now bold the land, each of whom is honoured with the affix of 
Sahib, while the senior sharer, Khundkir Abdul Hak, is well 
known as an influential zaminddr. The Muhammadan mosque 
at Shtfhzddpur is endowed with considerable lands held direct 
from Government, In this temple it is stated that Magdam S&hl^s 
body was interred, and the lands are held by trustees. Most of 
the other revenue-free estates in the Headquarters Subdivision 
are held on titles said to have been conferred by the Rajds of 
Kdttar, and a few only by some of the Muhammadan and Hindu 
princes. These endowments were made chiefly for the main¬ 
tenance. of religious and charitable institutions, and fox the support 
of Muhammadan and Hindu priests; but no detailed information 
regarding their origin and previous history is available. In the 
course of the resumption proceedings, 3S of the present revenue- 
free estates in Fibn^. District were released without investigation, as 
the area in question was in each case less than 50 bighds or id| 
acres. The validity of tire grants of the remaining 11 estates 
was satisfactorily established. 

Rates of Rest.— In the District of Pibnd, rice and other 
food grains* jute, and indigo are all grown on land of the same 
description, and the same rent is paid whatever crop be sown. 
The present tendency is to adopt a uniform Tate of assessment, 
by raising the rent of inferior lands to the same rate as those of 
superior quality in the same locality. Sugar-cane* turmeric, pdu 
or betel-leaf, and mtt or thatebing-grass are grown on lands specially 
adapted to them; and special rates exist for each class of these 
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crops. The rent of garden land is also different from that of land 
used for ordinary crops; and the rate paid for alluvial or newly 
formed th&r land is lotver than that of any other class of land, 
varying from 4 to S dmds per standard bigM, or is, 6d. to 3s, 
per acre. 

The following tabular statement, taken from a Report furnished 
inrSja to the Government of Bengal by the Collector, gives the 
rates of rent of the different qualities of land in die District:— 


Rates of Rent in the District of Pabna (187*). 


Uescriptiop of Lund 

Rofe per Standard 

JOfeUt 

Rate pc? Acre. 

Mljr. 

Min. 

Mo*. 

M:n. 

High land, fit for ric*, wheat, &nd 
other food grains, as well as 
for jute and indigo, , 

R. rt. p. 

R. ht. p. 

£ f ’ d. 

/ J. d 

* 

Q IQ Q 

0 £ 0 

0 3 9 

0 3 0 

Low lar.d, fit for the ssuue crops 
as high limit, with [ho exception 
of jute, . * . , 

1 0 0 

0 12 0 

| 

0 ^ 0 

O46 

Alluvial Or ihur laud, , 

0 $ 0 

0 (J, 0 

030 

0 1 6 

Laud for sugar-cone, . 

3 D O 

3 0 0 

0 iS 0 

0 S 3 0 

Laud for turmeric, 

2 O- Q 

i 8 0 

012 0 

090 

LaM for thatching-grass (fan), . 

Z O a 

I 8 Q 

O 17 - Q 

090 

Land for pdn or betel-leaf, r 

000 

J 0 0 

t |6 □ 

1 IQ O 

Garden land, 4 .. + * 

600 

400 

J t 6 0 

140 


There has during recent years been a strong tendency in the 
District towards the enhancement of rents ; but while some of the 
zamindars have succeeded in obtaining a large increase from their 
raydts t others have completely failed. The Subdivisicnal Officer 
of Sirdjganj reported in 1S72 that the highest rate prevailing was 
Rl a. 1. 6 per standard btghd, or 12s. ?d, per acre; while in the 
same part of the District, the rayats of some saminddrs were paying 
only 8 dftnds 4 pits per MgM t or 35. i£d, per acre, for arable land 
of equal quality. The cause alleged for this difference is that in 
the former case die zav&nd&r has succeeded in bis attempts to 
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enhance the rents of his tenants, while in the other case the tenants 
have been successful'in resisting the demands of their landlords. 

Abwaes oel Customary Cesses are, the Collector reported in 
1872* exacted by all saminddrs from their myats. They vary in 
amount from 2 innds to 12 dmds for each Tupee of rent paid. 
Many of these cesses are paid without objection, as they are 
looted upon by the tenants as legitimate charges* which have 
existed from time immemorial. The following is a list of the 
several cesses reported by the Collector to be levied in the 
District(r) Ddk kharchd^ a contribution towards (lie samtoddri 
ddk or post. (?) T&harif a cess paid to the zamhiddds clerk who gives 
the receipt for rent. (3) Nasar ; a fee paid when the ray at visits Ids 
landlord or his landlord’s agents. (4) SaMmi, paid when a holding 
is transferred from one tenant to another. (5) A marriage tax* levied 
principally from the lower classes on the occasion of their marriage, 
(6) Hdthi kharchd, levied by those zaminddrs who keep elephants, 
{7) Bhikshd, a cess levied whenever a srdddka, marriage, or any 
ceremony of importance requiring a large outlay takes place. 
( 3 ) Jarimdnd, or fine; under this head may be placed the fines 
levied in cases decided by the zaminddr, arising out of social or 
caste disputes, as well as in cases of assault and cattle trespass, 
and of the more serious offences of adultery and seduction* in 
which the samini&r levies a heavy fine on tile rayai whom he finds 
guilty. Refractory and disobedient rayats t who refuse to give 
forced labour when required to do so, are also fined, (9) TaJa- 
Mfldi the wages of peons sent to collect rent* or to summon a 
rayai to appear before the zaminddr or his agent, (ro) Pdrbbant] a 
yearly present made to the zamirtddr and his agent, (r r) Charge 
for constructing roads, (12) Basal bh&rcM, a charge for defraying 
the expenses of the lamhiMr in the course of his tour of inspet- 
tion through his estates. 

Besides the above, there are many minor charges levied by land¬ 
lords. f Every little shortcoming is made the ground for a penalty* 
and the pretext for fresh imposition.’ 

Kent Disputes* and Agrarian Disturbances.—K ent disputes 
have in post times not ujjjrequently occurred in Fi£bn£ District* but 
those of 1873 were of special importance. The following account 
of their origin and history is compiled from the official corre¬ 
spondence on the subject, and from the Bengal Administration 
Report for the year 1872-73. 
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Pargand Yusnfshdhi, in which these disputes first arose, is situated 
in the Subdivision of SLrdjganj, and was formerly die property of the 
of Niitor. i On the decay of that ancient family, f writes Mr* 
Nolan, the Sub divisional Officer, ‘ parts of the pargand were pur¬ 
chased by the five principal zaminddn who are now established 
there, and are locally known as the Tagores of Calcutta., the Baud a.- 
p£dhyds or Banmjis of Dacca, the Sdndydts of Salap, the Pdkidsfs 
of Sbal, and the Bh&duris of Porjan£, From the Jirst, the relations 
of these newcomers with their ray ats and with one another appear to 
have been unfriendly; they directed much of their attention to 
raising their rent-rolls by deer earing the standard of measurement, 
and imposing illegal cesses, which afterwards tended to become a 
part of the Tent. Hopsttds or leases wore delivered or kabuliyats 
(engagements from the rnyats) taken at each enhancement; nor did the 
ray at ever give any written consent to the conversion of voluntary' 
dbwdbs (cesses) into dues which could be realized according to law, 
Tims, in time, the total amount collected per bighd .in YusufsMhi 
came to be much larger than in neighbouring lands of other parganis — 
perhaps treble the rate of Barabdzdr, where the laud is at least equally 
profitable, and which not only adjoins, but is interlaced with Yusuf- 
shihl. At the same time, it was quite uncertain what items of the 
demand were legal, and what were not The decisions of the Court, 
in the very few cases in which the question came before any tribunal T 
were contradictory. At present there are certain imposts which 
the taminddr acknowledges to he illegal, such as marriage duos, 
income tax, school Marc/id, and so forth; and there is the old 
rent of the Rijis, which every ray at is willing to pay as the 
landlord's legal due. But between these two points there is a large 
balance, as to which it is doubtful how much would bif held by 
the Civil Court to be rent and bow much illegal exactions. Where 
the old rent was a rupee, there would be an increase of S druid jmade 
fifteen years ago and regularly paid of late ; 4 dttnds demanded seven 
yearn ago, and paid except in one bad season; and 4 dntids demanded 
in iB'jo, and only paid for one year, and that by some villages against 
the advice of others. There would also be some illegal cesses ao 
knowledged as such. In this case, the xamSnddr would say that the 
rent was two rupees (4s.), and the ray at that it was one rupee (as.) ; 
while perhaps the Court might decide that is was one rupee eight 
dnnds (33.). 

* These me the two original causes of die dispute,—a high rate of 
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collection as compared with other $at%unds t and an uncertainty as 
to how far the amount claimed was due. The third auxiliary cause 
is to be found in the violent and lawless character of some of the 
zauilnddrs, and of the agents of others, J 
Such was the state of the pargand YusuisMhf when, in 1872, the 
zatrrinddrt demanded a further increase of rent from their tenants. 
Under the law in force in Bengal, rents can- only be enhanced by 
a regular process, after notice lias been duly given in tbe previous 
year. Mo such notices were served in Pfibnii- hut tbe eaminddrs, 
or many of them, attempted to effect irregularly a large enhance¬ 
ment, both by a direct increase of rent and by the consolidation of 
the rent with the cesses, Besides this enhancement, they stipu¬ 
lated that the ray&ts were to pay all cesses that might be imposed 
by Government, and that occupancy rayafs should be liable to eject¬ 
ment if they quarrelled with their saminddr f — conditions which, 
as the Lieutenant-Governor stated in his Administration, Report 
for 1B72-73, the myats might very properly resist The inquiries 
that Imd recently been made with respect to illegal enactions by 
zap&nd&rs from their rayats, and tbe apprehended extension to 
Pibnfi of the Road Cess Act, under which the rental is registered, 
induced the zamixddrs to try to persuade their tenants to give them 
written engagements. Some mmtoddrs in 1 Sy e succeeded in this, 
and the terms of the engagements granted were onerous to the 
r&y&is. These were partially registered; hut before the process 
was complete, the rayaii repudiated the authority of the agent who 
had registered them. The difficulties were augmented by those 
disputes as to measurement, which, all over Bengal, have afforded 
a fertile source of quarrel between landlord and tenant; there being 
no uniform standard, and the local measuring-rod varying in different 
fiscal divisions (pafgands) f and almost from village to village. In 
P&bni especially there is extreme diversity in the standards. In the 
estates where the shares were much subdivided, much oppression 
was practised, and quarrels among tbe sharers themselves increased 
the evils already existing. It is the practice for each sharer in an 
undivided estate to collect separately both rents and cesses; and in 
the estate in which the worst of the Pibni outbreaks occurred, one 
shareholder had sublet his share to parties who were inimical to the 
other shareholder,—a, state of things which led to much dispute. 

At first many of the rayafs gave way; hut by February anti 
March 1873, one or two villages that had not been so submissive 
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had gained successes in the Civil Courts* Certain claims for en¬ 
hanced rent were rejected on appeal, after having been affirmed 
in the muntif's court; a kidnapped ray at had been liberated, and 
the zamind&r punished. Tb ese and other successes gradually t urned 
the scale, and there was a reaction against increased demands. 
In the spring, the royals commenced to organise themselves for 
systematic resistance. In May the league spread, and by the 
month of June it extended over the whole of the pargami of 
YusufshahL The rayats formed themselves into Mdrohi^ as they 
styled themselves, a word which may be interpreted into Unionists ; 
and placing themselves under the guidance of an intelligent leader 
and a small landholder, peaceably informed the Magistrates that they 
had united* * There is/ writes Mr. Nolan, the Sub divisional Officer 
of Sirijganj, i a peculiarity in the Indian Jaw, which favours, and 
indeed leads to, extensive union among rayats in rent disputes. We 
allow, as a legitimate cause of enhancement, the fact that a higher 
rate than the one in question is paid by neighbouring rayats of the 
same class for similar lands. It thus becomes the interest of every 
rayat to prevent enhancement in any Land near his own, although 
at first sight he might seem to have nothing to do with the matter. 
If he lets Ids neighbours be rack-rented, without assisting them 
in the legal, or even in the physical, resistance they may have to 
offer, lie himself will ultimately be rack-rented also. Every rise 
in rents is in law n good precedent, and it may be applied far and 
wide, each new enhancement being itself a sufficient reason for 
extending the area of the highly-taxed range of country/ The 
objects held out by the rayat/ league were very tempting, viz. 
the use of a large bighd of measurement, with a low Tent] and 
it was not necessary to resort to much intimidation to induce fresh 
villages to join. It is stated, however, that in some instances a 
mild form of intimidation was used, and that buffalo horns and 
other musical instruments were blown at night, to cause terror and 
to incite others to join the union. Towards the latter end of June 
emissaries were sent in all directions to extend the league, and the 
result was the formation of large bands of villagers, Bengali mobs, 
as the Commissioner remarks, are easily led to believe, and to do, 
anything that is suggested to them; and it was no doubt the case 
that persons who ow r ed a private grudge, and bad characters eager 
for plunder, took advantage of these assemblies to turn them to 
their own ends. Outrages by banafide tenants were not numerous, 
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but a few huts were actually burnt and plundered, The stories of 
murder, and of other outrages, are without foundation, iNio one 
in the Subdivision of Sirijganj was seriously hurt during the 
disturbances; r.o zamhiiar** house or principal office was attached; 
and nothing of considerable value was stolen. Such isolated 
cases of crime as did occur were due to the criminal class fating 
advantage of tine excitement; and the actual riots lasted only from 
die middle of June to the 3d July iS?3 j 

Up to the 1 st July, 26$ villages had signified by petition that 
they had joined die Union, and from that date ten or twelve more 
gave tn their adherence daily. On the 4th of July the following 
proclamation was issued by the Government of Bengal to the culti¬ 
vators in FibntL District :— 

* Whereas in the District of Fibni, owing to attempts of z&min- 
ddrs to enhance rents, and to combinations of rayats to resist the 
same, large bodies of men have assembled at several places in a 
riotous and tumultuous manner, and serious breaches of the peace 
have occurred: this is very gravely to warn all concerned, that, 
while oa the one hand the Government will protect the people 
from all force and extortion, and the samlnd&rs must assert any 
claims they may have by legal means only, on the other hand the 
Government will (irmly repress all violent and illegal action on the 
part of the rayats, and will strictly bring to justice all who offend 
against the law, to whatever class they belong. 

‘ The rayats and others who have assembled, are hereby required 
to disperse, and to prefer peaceably and quietly any grievances 
they may have. If they so tome forward, they will be patiently 
listened to; but the officers of Government cannot listen to rioters; 
on the contrary, they will taka severe measures against them. It 
is asserted by the people who have combined to resist the demands 
of the zaminddrs, that they are to be the rayats of Her Majesty 
the Queen, and of her only. These people, and all who listen to 
them, are warned that the Government cannot, and will not, inter¬ 
fere with the rights of property as secured by Jaw; that they must 
pay what is legally due from them to those to whom it is legally 
due. It is perfectly lawful to unite in a peaceable mania er to resist 
any excessive demands of the zaminAdrs, but it is not lawful to 
unite to use violence and intimidationJ 
The measures taken for the restoration and maintenance of order 
in the District are described as follows in the Bengal Administm- 
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don Report for 1372-73 :—*The Commissioner at once sent forty 
extra police from neighbouring Districts* under an experienced 
District Superintendent of Police, Under the Lieutenant-Governor's 
instructions, a party of Faridpur police, well armed, was despatched 
from Godlanda with the Pabnd Magistrate. A body of one hundred 
armed police was also got together from the reserves of other 
Districts, and posted under an Assistant-Superintendent at Kushtii, 
to be at hand if required- The effect of these steps, and of the 
energetic and discreet action of the local officers* was very marked, 
Rioting ceased almost immediately. Many arrests were made by 
the Magistrate and his subordinates; and in cases in which the 
offenders were brought to justice, the Lieutenant-Governor at once 
authorized the transfer of the prisoners to jails on the other side of 
the Ganges, Altogether, there were 54 cases before the criminal 
courts in connection with these riots, and 302 persons were arrested, 
some of whom were concerned in several cases. The charges were 
principally for rioting and - illegal assembly; and the prisoners 
were punished with varying severity* from one month to two 
years/ 

From the first week of July 1873 disturbances ceased, and the 
matter became one for the Civil Courts; but the combination 
of the rayats spread* though not very rapidly, throughout the 
greater part of Pdbnd, and even into the adjoining Districts of 
Bogr£ and Rijshdbl. The LieutenanbGovemor had, at an early 
stage of the disturbances, expressed a wish that the unhappy 
differences between the zamind&rs and rayats might be settled by 
the parties themaelves, and that the local officers should use their 
influence to prevent the evils of wholesale IitigsLtion r An attempt 
was accordingly made at the dose of the year 1S73 to adjust the 
disputes on one large estate* that of the late Dw^rktiniith Tagor; 
but this, as well as other efforts in the same direction, met with 
very slight success, 

‘We remain, then/ the Collector reported in December 1873, 

‘ face to face with the fact, that a large body of rqyafs are at open 
feud with their zamlnddts, and are cither paying the rent they 
acknowledge to be due into court, or are preparing so to do. The 
zamini&rs cannot be commiserated as sufferers from the sudden 
stoppage of Tent through no fault of their own, since they have pro¬ 
duced the present uncertainty as to the amount of rent due from 
each rayat by their neglect of the very old and plain obligation 
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of lav, to grant fatt&s or loses. This confusion they have aggra¬ 
vated by iho imposition of cesses, and then by incorporating them 
with the rent, till it has become uncertain in each case how much 
is really rent and how much cess. Moreover, I am inclined to be¬ 
lieve that in many cases measurements have been abolished, and a 
system substituted which changes Ebe size of the pole, and nearly 
doubles the rent; and this in a manner so secret, informal, and 
gradual, that though the change has been made during this gene¬ 
ration, every tamfmddi*? agent affects ignorance of the date at which 
it was introduced, and can produce no document in proof thereof. 
Finally, it appears from the judicial decisions, that some of the 
wmind&rs, and those tbs most influential, have resorted to the 
practice of preparing false measurement, papers, and accounts, 5 

However, in 1874, the disputes on the estates of the Jafe 
DwirEtan^th Tagor were adjusted without the aid of the local 
officers, and good relations were restored between landlord and 
tenants. 

The following account of the position of the rent question at tire 
dose of the year iS 74-75 * 5 taken from the Magistrate^ Annual 
'Administration Repeat for that yearThe estate on which the 
disturbances originated is that of the Banarjis of Dacca. The 
zawind&rs rejected all overtures towards arbitration, and resorted 
extensively to litigation. The first class of suits brought by them 
were brought on kabuliyats —agreements characterized by tire 
Government of Bengal as unfair and illegal documents;, and as 
obtained by undue pressure. These were agreements to pay at 
an enhanced rate, and to suiTender the right of occupancy. They 
had been registered, but in a majority of instances bad not been 
delivered, and both in the original suits and on appeal they were 
set aside as invalid. More important, because affecting a wider 
area, were the cases brought upon the ordinary mv&nddri accounts. 
In these, the agents of the Eanarffs alleged that the royals had for 
years paid at the enhanced rate, and offered as evidence the papers 
showing the demands, collections, and balances. The ray ah replied 
that they had never paid at the alleged rate, and that the accounts 
produced had been falsified in order to make it appear that they 
had accepted the enhancement Here again both the lower and 
the appellate courts concurred in finding the zamlnddrs in the 
wrong. The rent now established in the villages as to which suits 
have been brought is that acknowledged by the rayafs, generally 
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to dnnds a bigftd, or .js, ^d. per acre. This rate is low, and an 
attempt has been made to enhance it, but failed. The myats on 
the Fanarjis' estate have* therefore* been throughout successful.' 

In several of the other large estates in the District, the rant 
question is still unsettled; and although the rayats refuse to pay 
the rents demanded, the zemititfdrs, from want of confidence, or 
from feuds among co-sharers* abstain from having recourse to the 
civil courts. Qn many of the smaller estates* die Magistrate reports 
that the zatnittd&rs have arranged with the ray ate. 1 The terms 
agreed to were generally favoorablc to the tenants, wh ether they 
Were, as usoally happened, fixed by word of mouth* or by a regis¬ 
tered deed. On the other hand, many fayaU who, during the 
scarcity of iBj 4.* said they would agree to the tamind&ri terms* 
have since repudiated their promises.' 

The disputes as to rent are still far from settled. On the 4th 
June j S76 a riot, resulting in the homicide of two men, took place 
in the Sirajgaoj Subdivision; the disputants being the zamlnddri 
Servants of Blbu Dorgd JNMth Shndyil, and the cultivators, of whom 
they demanded rent A special police force of two bead constables 
and twenty constables has accordingly been quartered for six 
months in the disturbed villages, at a total cost of Rs. 1334, or 
^133* 8a, to be levied from, the villagers in proportion to tlieic 
means. B ut the Magistrate reports* that in the first place, a whole¬ 
sale attempt to extort from the rdya/s the privileges conferred on 
them by law has failed; in the second place, peace and order have* 
in spite of the most serious agrarian disputes* been preserved to a 
degree unknown during similar troubles in fonner years. 

Manure, Irrigation* Rotation Of Crops,- —Manure is 
seldom, if ever, used in Rdbirdi District. Cultivators depend for their 
crops almost entirely upon the local rainfall* and artificial irrigation 
is rarely adopted. In some parts of the District, however* the 
water from a large tank or from a marsh (MI) is used to irrigate 
the adjoining lands. The low lands of the District* which are 
onnoally flooded* do- not require to lie fallow in order to preserve 
their fertility; but tire high lands are allowed to He fallow for three 
out of every seven years. The Collector reports that only three 
rules as regards the rotation of crops are observed in Pibna District, 
First, land on which betel-leaf {pdx) has been grown for three 
years can never again he used for that crop ; secondly, sugar-cane 
must not be grown two years in succession on tire same land; and 
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thirdly, turmeric must not he grown on the same land for more 
than two successive years. 

Natural Calamities : Blights.— The crops of the District 
have never been materially injured by blight, although particular 
crops, in small portions of the District, frequently suffer from the 
attacks of insects. In the year 3876, grasshoppers {pfutring) were 
VEry destructive j and in 1870, an insectcalled msddpokd is reported 
to have destroyed the kaMi and mustard crops at Shdhzddpur. 

Floods.—■T he Padma, Jamuni, and Harisrfgar annually over¬ 
flow their banks during the rainy season, and inundate the country; 
but the Collector reports that no inundation causing general loss 
has occurred within the memory of persons now living. There arc 
no embankments in the District to restrain the rivers within narrow 
and definite limits ■ and the Collector states that none are needed. 
The rivers flow over the whole country as soon as they have filled 
their natural channels. 

Droughts. —The years 1866 and 1S73 are the only ones within 
. memory in which the drought was sufficiently severe to cause any 
approach to scarcity in the District The failure of the crops in 
both these years was caused by the deficiency in the rainfall; but 
droughts are of such rare occurrence that no irrigation works have 
been constructed, and the Collector reports that none are needed. 

Orissa Famine os iSdfi.—During iSdh-Gy, the year of the 
Orissa famine, the price of common unhusked paddy in P^btd 
reached Rs. 2 per maund, , or 5s. £jd, per hundredweight; and the 
price of common husked rice, Rs, 3. 14, o per maund, or res. 6^d. 
per hundredweight. No Government relief operations were, how¬ 
ever, thought necessary, and none were undertaken* The Collec¬ 
tor stated in iSyr that prices had not even, then returned to the 
rates prevalent before the scarcity. 

Scarcity of 1874* —During the year of the scarcity in Be bar 
and Northern Bengal (1874), it was. anticipated from the failure of 
the crops that there would be great distress in Pibn£ District 
The rice harvests, both dus and dtnan, were reported to have yielded 
only half an average crop, while the outturn qf puls es was estimated 
at five-sixths of that of an ordinary year, Relief measures were 
organized by the local authorities under Government orders. 
Charitable aid, both in the shape of cooked and uncooked food, 
was given to those who were unable to work, advances were made 
to cultivators, through their landlords, and relief works were 
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opened to give employment to the able-bodied poor. Although, 
ns the Magistrate reported to Government, the distress prevailing 
in the District did not anywhere approach an actual; fatn:ne T still, 
daring three months of scarcity the condition of 'the people was 
very critical. The Subdivisions! officer at Sir^jganj reported in 
May 1S74 that many of the cultivators in the two most distressed 
police circles were living on insufficient food, and that some of 
them were in an emaciated condition. Those cases in which 
charitable relief was given would have probably ended in starvation,, 
had Government aid not been afforded. The recipients of relief 
consisted chiefly of widows with families;, sick labourers, old men 
without children, and others who in England would find their 
way to the poor-house, bat who in Bengal are in ordinary years 
supported by their neighbours. During the latter half of die 
month of May 1^74, the average price of common hushed rice in 
the Riiganj police circle was Rs. 5. 5. 4 per maund, or 14s, GdL 
per hundredweightj and atone time the price rose to Rs. 6, 'io. S 
per maund, or e&s. i£d. per hundredweight. Even wholesale pur¬ 
chases were made at Sirijganj at the rate of Rs. 4 per maund, or 
10s, io^d. per hundredweight; and at Uhipdrd at Rs, 4. 4. o per 
mound, or us, 6£d* per hundredweight. The average price of 
common husked rice in the Headquarters Subdivision during May 
1 5 74 was Rs, 3, r, o per maund Dr Ss. 4d, per hundredweight; 
and in the Sird;ganj Subdivision, Rs, 3, 9. 2 per wound, or 95, S|d. 
per hundredweight; the average price throughout the District in 
a good year during the same month being Rs. 1. S, 6 per maund, 
or 4s. id. per hundredweight. 

The total cost of the charitable relief given by or through Go¬ 
vernment in 1S74 was Rs, 82,919, 2, 5; the amount spent on 
roads and relief works was Rs, 37,704, 13. 0, making a total famine 
outlay of Rs. 110,623, 15, 5, qr _^ri,o62, 7s, ud. In addition 
to this expenditure, Rs, 75,702, 5. 9 or ^7570, 43. S^d. in money 
and grain was advanced to cultivators through their landlords, 
from whom security was taken for the repayment of the loans. 

Famine Warnings,— The famine point, Che Collector reported 
in 1874, may be said to be reached when rice sells in January 
for more than Rs. 4 per maund, or ios, so|dL per hundredweight; 
but however high prices may rise, gtain wit! always be procurable 
in F£bnd District, The facilities for import by the Eastern Bengal 
Railway and by water are so great, that, as long as the resources 
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and credit of the people are not exhausted, food can always be 
readily obtained. The cultivators depend chiefly on the dm&n 
rice crop, but although its total failure would inevitably cause 
scarcity in the District, there could not be a famine unless the 
&ti$ crop failed also. 

Ey the extension of jute cultivation, a considerable amount of 
rice land has been withdrawn from the area devoted to food crops, 
thus rendering the people less dependent than formerly on the 
local supply. The District of P£bni t ns has already been stated, 
is only in a small degree exposed to the danger of famine ; but if 
it should at any time suffer from that calamity, it will undoubtedly 
be a great advantage that a large portion of the soil is devoted to 
a crop not grown for local consumption: but for export The jute 
might succeed when the rice failed, and the rayat would then have 
something wherewith to purchase food. 

Foreign and Absentee Proprietors:' —The Collector reported 
in 1S71, that out of a total of aoo^ proprietors, six Europeans were 
registered on the rent-roll of the District, and paid a revenue of 
Rs. 18,854, 01 od. Most of the laTgc proprietors are 

Hindus, but there are also many important Muhammadan land’ 
holders, and the largest landowner in the District is a Mu sal- 
rain. The number of Muhammadan proprietors in 1871 was 
147, and the land revenue paid by them was Rs. *9,863, or 
^£"*986, 6s, cd. Large portions of the District are owned by 
non-resident landlords, of whom there are about 99, The aggre¬ 
gate Government revenue paid by them amounted in 1871 to 
R$ r 135,69s, or £1 3,569, 45. oth 

Roads and other Means of COMmmic^xiOtic—There is a great 
want of roads in Fibni District, and it is difficult to supply the 
deficiency. The many rivers, ML, marshy and low lands, render it 
impossible, without very great expense, to construct permanent roads. 
It is, indeed, seldom that a highway can be constructed between one 
important place and another, without so large a break as to render 
it almost useless. The longest road in the District is the Rijshihi 
Road, about 30 miles in length, stretching in a north-westerly direc¬ 
tion from P 4 bn£to the boundary of the District. The road between 
Pabtii and SinCjganj is incomplete, extending only about 19 miles 
from FSbnd to Dhulori on the one side, and on the other side from 
Sirijganj to Gimtail, a distance of about 7 miles. AU the in¬ 
termediate country is too low for a road; during the rains it is 
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flooded with water, which for many miles is as much as twenty feet 
in depth* This break in the Fibn£ and Sirijganj Road extends for 
a distance of about 31 miles in length. The Eogichhf Rond, from 
P£bn£ to Dogdchhi, is 6 miles in length, and is metalled for a dis¬ 
tance of about two mites, beginning from Fdbnd town. The Tdbti- 
hand Road branches off from the Dogrfdihl Road, and extends for 
eo miles to the village of T^ndhand. This road was undertaken 
in iSdg, at the instance of the chaudharis of TantOmnd, who 
agreed to contribute Rs. 1000 or ^roo towards its construction. 
The Bdjstpur Road is 5 miles in length, from Pdbnd town to P,fjifi 
pur^Mf, on the Padma. This road was made as a substitute for 
the Bbaw&nipur Road, which terminated about one mile farther 
down the Padiiia, and was destroyed by the high floods of the year 
J&jTr The first important road in the Subdivision of Sirdjgmtj 
was begun in 1874, It will extend from Sitijg&nj to Chdndiikond, 
a village on the boundary of the District, and about half-way between 
Eogri town and Sirdjganj, From Ch£nd£ikon£ to Bogrifc there is 
already an excellent road. The town of Pdtnl is well provided 
with metalled and other roads, a list of the principal of which has 
been given on page 292 of this Statistical Account. Many of them, 
however, are now (1876) in need of repair. 

The Collector reported in 1S75 that the annual cost for con¬ 
struction and maintenance of the District roads was about Rs. 
20,500, or ^2050. The amount expended in *874-75 was 
K$, 16,512. 3, 6, or ^rSjt, 4s. 3^d, AH the roads in the Dis¬ 
trict are under the local authorities; and the Collector reports 
that improvements will be made as soon as the funds collected under 
the District Road Cess Act (Act x. of 1871, Bengal Council), are 
available. The amount for which the landowners of the District 
have been approximately assessed under that Act is Rs. 25,000, cr 

According to a return submitted by the Collector for the year 
1873-74, there are in the District ra6 miles of rivers navigable 
throughout the year, besides 68 miles navigable during a portion of 
the year. The total length of the District roads was returned at 
T24 miles, of which 6 miles are classed as roads of the ist class, 36 
miles as of the id dass, and 32 miles as of the 3d class. 

An account of the ferries in the District has already been 
given on pp. 272-273. The Collector reported in 1871 that there is 
only one canal in the District. It is situated at Sirdjgan], and was 
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original!}' a natural water-course connecting the Jamunh and DMn- 
Mndi rivers, but it was deepened in order to save a detour of about 
ten miles, This canal is one mile long, 10 feet deep, and 35 feet 
broad. 

There is at present no railway in any part of the District ; but the 
Northern Bengal State Railway, now (1S76) in course of construc¬ 
tion, will pass through the District for a distance of about five miles, 
The onEy station in Pdbn£ District will be at S£r£* a village close to 
the bank of the Ganges or Padma. It is intended that a steamer 
shall ply as a ferry across the river, and thus connect the new line 
north of the Padma, with Poridah, a station on tire Eastern Bengal 
Railway, ’ 

Manufactures ; IndiGO. —Until iS6o, the cultivation and manu¬ 
facture of indigo were extensively carried on throughout the Dis¬ 
trict of Pibnd; and it was hardly possible to travel four or five mites 
in any direction without passing at least one indigo factory or 
out-work in charge of a European or native manager. Nearly 
all these factories are now closed Many have fallen into com¬ 
plete or partial ruin, while others, although still standing, have 
been abandoned by their owners. The determined and persistent 
opposition of the cultivators and labourers of the District rendered 
it impossible for the majority of the planters to grow and manufac¬ 
ture indigo at a profit; and only about 15,000 Mg/tds, or 5000 acres, 
are now devoted to its cultivation. The factory yielding the largest 
out-turn is Minjfpdrd Kuthi, situated in the town of Pibni, on the 
left hank of the river Ichhimatf, The total annual yield of the 
District is estimated at an average of only 400 maunds of indigo. 
The manufacture is conducted as in other parts of Bengal. The 
plants are first steeped in water for some hours, and the coloured 
water is then drawn off into another vat, where it is beaten and 
turned with wooden shovels. The next process is to boil the water, 
and strain it through a large sheet, the result being that grains of 
indigo ate left above the sheet, while the water, deprived of the 
indigo suspended in it, passes through. This operation of straining 
is repeated until all the indigo has been removed; the deposit on the 
sheet is then collected together, pressed, cut up into small blocks* and 
dried. The whole quantity manufactured in the District is exported 
to Calcutta, and any of the dye required for local use is imported. 
Nearly all the indigo grown in Pdbna is cultivated by hired labour, 
and is sown on lands held by the planter himself. The practice of 
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growing indigo oti the lands of rayafs, who received advances, from 
the planters, formerly prevailed largely in the District, but it has 
ceased almost entirely since the indigo disturbances of 1S60 and the 
following years. 

Jute is used locally for the manufacture of gunny cloth and bags, 
but there is only one factory in the District It is situated at 
Michimpurj near Sir£jganj, and is the property of the Sirdjganj 
Jute Company. This factory gives employment to a large number 
of men, women, and children ; about 358 women and 333 children 
being employed in preparing, spinning, and weaving jute, and 
sewing gunny bags. The minimum age of the children is eight 
years* The Magistrate reported in June 1875, that 191 of the factory 
children were between eight and ten years, and the remainder above 
ten years of age. Th e work of the factory is done on the relay system, 
the number of hands employed being twice that required to wort the 
machinery. The machinery is in operation for twelve hours daily, 
Sundays excepted ; and each factojy hand is therefore at work for 
only atx hours per day. The Superintendent reported in 1S75, that 
most of the women and children employed live within four or five 
hundred yards from the factory, and scarcely any live as far as. one 
mile away. All the factory work is carried on within the building, 
with the exception of sack-sewing, which in fair weather is generally 
done in the open air. The accommodation provided for the hands 
is as follows:—(3) Batching house, 133 feet long, 36 feet wide, 
and id feet high; average number of hands at work at one time. 
So, {2) Preparing house, 127 feet, by 47 feet 4 inches, by 16 feet) 
average number of hands, 107. (3) Teasing house, 2 6 feet, by 36 

feet, by 16 feet) average number of hands, So. {4) Weaving room, 
225 feet, by 118 feet 9 inches, by 16 feet) average number of hands, 
490, {5) Spinning room, 127 feet, by 94 feet 8 inches; by itf feet; 
average number of hands, r6S. (6) Sack-sewing house, 180 feet, 
by 45 feet, by feet; the number of sack-sewers is 520, but the 
majority of them work from preference outside the building, the 
number working within the house varying from about 150 to 200. 
For preparing, spinning, and weaving jute, the factory hands receive 
monthly wages; for sewing bags, they axe paid according to the 
amount of work done* 

Paper is manufactured on a small scale^ in so mu of the villages 
in the Sirdjganj Subdivision. The paper-makers say that they 
formerly earned a respectable livelihood by the manufacture of 
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white paper; hat English paper has driven the locally made article 
out of the market, and has compelled them to confine themselves to 
the manufacture of tire coarser descriptions. The Collector ofPibnd 
and the Subdivisional Officer of SirJJganj urge the use of jute 
as the best and cheapest fibre for paper-malting; but the natives 
use only rnishid (Hibiscus cannabinus), either through ignorance 
of the mode by which jute can be utilized in the manufacture, or 
from the want of the necessary machinery. The price of ptsshid is, 
the Collector reported in September *£73, Rs, 4. S, o per mawirf, 
or ris. 3d. per hundredweight, The cost of manufacturing ten and 
a half rupee's worth, or one guinea's worth, of paper in the native 
fashion is stated to be as follows 1—1 matmd of msshtd, Us. 4. & o ; J 
m&und of shell lime, S dftxds; 10 j ers of rice, to dnnds ; 2 chhatdks of 
oil, 6 piss: total, Rs, 5. 10. 6, or *15. 3§d., excluding the labour of 
the manufacturers. The process by which the natives manufacture 
paper is thus described by the Subdivision*]. Officer of Sirajgahj :— 
A 5 wound of mahid is first steeped in water in an earthenware vessel. 
It is then dried in the sun,, and half a matind of shell lime spread over 
it. The compound is again put into a small quantity of water, 
trodden under foot until it is well mixed, and then left to steep for 
two or three days. It is then dried, cut into stripes, and cleansed 
with water. Nexq it is spread on a sieve of gunny cloth and strained., 
so as to remove all the water. The next process is to dry the paper, 
which is done by spreading it on the house walls, thus giving the 
village the appearance of being papered all over. While it is 
hanging in this way, 10 ssrs (eo lbs.) of rice, muted with 35 sers (70 
lbs.) of hot water, are spread over it to give it a colour. Finally, the 
paper is polished by rubbing it with a stone, and it is then ready 
for use. One maund of nmhtd, with the other ingredients, mentioned 
above, is sufficient for the manufacture of 20 to 55 quires of paper, , 

S elk.— There was formerly a silk factory at the village of 
Munsidpur, dose to the police outpost of Arankhold 1 but although 
the building is still (1B76) standing, no si’k has been manufactured 
there daring the past three years. 

Weaving. —The Collector reported in iSyi* that there was then, 
a large body of weavers ir. tire District, comprising both Hindus 
and Muhammadans. Some of them were prosperous, and employed 
a considerable number of workmen on monthly wages; while others 
gave advances to working weaver^ on condition that they should 
find their own materials and manufacture a given quantity of cloth. 
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The finest dhu£s or waist-cloths are made at the village of Dogichhl, 
the price varying from Rs, 5 £0 Rs, 35 {10s. to j£i, ios. od.Jper 
pair. Both dkutis and chddars (sheets used as shawls) are exported 
from the District. During recent yearn, the condition of the weavers 
has much declined; and many of them, as the Collector reported 
in 1875* have abandoned their hereditary occupation and become 
cultivators and boatmen. 

Mat MAJUtNG and Basket Work is largely carried on in the 
District, reeds as well as canes and bamboos being employed. The 
Nalu&s work with needs, from which they make mats called chdtdis 
and kholph) and also drum-shaped baskets called dol, used for 
storing grain. The BeU-muthts make out of canes various kinds of 
baskets, called dMmd, /Adi/, Mf/id, and tori. The B&nsph<yt-$, a 
wandering class of people, who say they come fromBfrbhilm, encamp 
under trees and work in bamboos. There is reported to be a large 
local demand for mat and basket work, but the supply is sufficient 
to admit also of a small export to other Districts. 

String, called tc&itud, and Rope, called kdchi, are made by natives 
from die jute grown by themselves; and from hemp are made fish¬ 
ing nets, and the ropes used for towing boats against stream, (gun). 

Safflower. —About 40 MgMs {13$ acres) of land axe sown with 
safflower {kummpkuT), the whole produce being consumed locally. 
The seed is generally sown in December, on high lands which 
have been previously well ploughed. The process of manufacturing 
the dye from the cakes of flowers, as prepared and sold by the culti¬ 
vators, is very simple. The flowers are first ground and steeped in 
water for four or five hours; after winch the water is strained and 
boiled, till it becomes of a deep red colour. About 25 maunds of 
safflower dye are manufactured annually in the District, the price 
being Rs. 40 per maund y or ^5, £s. p£d, per hundredweight The 
cost of cultivation is Rs. 5 per bighd, or j£r, ros. od. per acre; mid the 
profit is estimated by the Collector at Rs. 20 per Mghd qx £6 per acre- 

Condition op the Manufacturing Classes.— The manu¬ 
facturing classes are, the Collector reported in rByr, better off 
than the lowest class of cultivators. Their wages vary from Rs. 3 
to Rs. 6 {105. to 1 as.) per month, when they are in permanent 
employment; and for occasional work, they are paid at the rate of 
Rs, 8 or 16s. per month. The monthly wages of women and 
children arc respectively Rs. 3. ra. o (75. bd,), and Rs, 2. £, o (3s,). 
The Collector states that workmen engaged in manufactures mix 
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more with each other than cultivator- 1 : do; and their social habits, 
coupled with their comparative freedom from anxiety, give them an 
appearance more frank and cheerful than that of the cultivators, the 
success of whose crop is influenced by causes utterly beyond their 
own control. 

TraOh and Commerce, —The trade of F£bn£ District is ex¬ 
tremely largo. As a producing and consuming area, Pdbni ranks 
high among the Districts of Bengal; while its position renders it of 
still greater importance, as the centre where the produce of numer¬ 
ous other Districts is collected and subsequently despatched to 
Calcutta, and where the imports from Calcutta are, in their turn, 
consigned for distribution among the Districts of North-Eastern 
Bengal, 

Most of the traffic of the District is carried on by means of per¬ 
manent markets; but fairs arc also held at Karang£ in the month of 
Jaishtha, and. at Gornli, Sh&hzsfdpur, Ch£tmahar, and Mathind in 
the month of Chaitra. The list, on the opposite page, of the prin¬ 
cipal seats of hade in the District was furnished by the Collector in 
1&76; but in addition to the marts mentioned therein, every large 
village situated on the bank of a river has its own boats, by which 
a considerable traffic is carried on, and almost every hamlet has a 
market of its own, where goods of indigenous growth are sold for 
local consumption. 

The following are the principal articles of traffic trans-shipped in 
Fdbni District, whether collected for despatch to Calcutta, or 
imported for distribution among other Districts;—Pulses, rice,paddy, 
jute, iron and its manufactures, betel-nuts, fuel, oil, oil-seeds, salt, 
spices, sugar, tobacco, cocoa-nuts, hay and straw, and bamboos. 
Besides the foregoing, the District also exports, from its own pro¬ 
duce, jute, fibre manufactures (including gunnies,) pulses, rice, oil, 
linseed, mustard-seed, native cotton manufactures, bay and straw, 
leather and hides, tobacco, and indigo. Fur its own consumption, 
it imports fuel (including coal), cotton, betel-nuts, iron and its manu¬ 
factures, lime and limestone, salt, spices, sugar, timber, bamboos, 
European cotton manufactures (including piece-goods), cocoa-nuts, 
tobacco, and measure. 

The principal local marts that supply the large jute exports of 
the District are—Ssrdjganj, Nirirganj, M£ldah, Dirih^ Beri, ULM- 
p£r 3 , Kendi£p&£, N£fc£Eii, Mathura, Rdiganj, P&ig&i, K^liganj, 
Dogdchhi, Dasrild, Sujfriagar, Shihaidpur, Sdtbdrid, Farid pur, 
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Efimpur, BAjitpur. The jute of R^iganj is exported down the 
Mithibhingi, and from return? registered at Kishanganj, it appears 
that 32,3 jo maunis or rr&6 tons were thus exported in 1873, and 
58,025 maunds or 2153 tons m 1874. The onEy large rice import¬ 
ing mart is Sirljganj \ but rice is exported from. Sirtfjg&nj, JJddpdri, 


Pmnci?al Seats of Trade in Fabna District. 


Town or Vi. 1 Lage. 

PoliM circle WLlk- 

!n which sitUR-tcd. 

Rrvmr 019 which 

'■i~ i-. r.-.i. 

Principal Articles c.-f J'rcCic. 

I r Dhipiri, h 

Pibnt . . 

Padmfi, . * 

Rice, jute, salt, and pu Isos. 

2 , JlljlSlLii, , 

Do* 

Near tlio old 

Rice, jute, salt, pulses. 



bed of the 
Padma, 

and turmeric. 

3. ribrti, . . 

Do. 

Idihdmati, . 

Rice, Doth, yarn, jute, 
pulses, salt, oil-seeds, 




and lime. 

4. Dogacbhf, . 

Do. 

Padrna, . 

Rite, jute, salt, lime, sdl 
wood, poises, and to- 




tmsCCO. 

3. Bharara, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

C. Chdtimbar, 

ChitinabAr, . 

Bar;i.l, , , . 

Do. 

Rice, pulses, and doth. 

7. Nurnafjar, . 

Do. 

Do, 

H. BWiwatj . 

DO, 

Do. 

DO. 

9, Faridpur, . 

Dol 

Do. 

Rico, pulses dothr and 




jute. 

IQ. Egra* 1 + 

MatEmri, , 

Do. 

Rico, jute, salt^ tobacco, 




And doth. 

IN Nakslia, . 

Do. 

IlaraSagor, ► 

Do, 

12, Eenipur t 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

13. Matlmii, . 

Do.. 

Do. 

Rice, jute, srtlL. tobacco, 
doth, and. molasses. 

14. Mild&h, 

Do. 

Atriii . . . 

Jute and pulses. 

15, NidrgnaJ, . 

DuHi, . . . 

Paditiu, . ► 

Rice, jute, cfoth, salt, and 



tobacco. 

Sojinunr, , 
17, Sirbir^, r 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do- 

Do, 

18. Stfntii, 1 + 

Do. 

Ichhien-ajtS, . 

Do. 

1$. Siiiiuanj, , 

Shaicani, , + 

Jamuni, . . 

Jute, oil-aecds, rice, to- 




hacto r salt, niece,goods, 




iron, brass-ware, coals, 
cocoa-nuts, and time. 

20. EMdragbitj, 

Riiganj, . . 

Phiilj l]ur f .. ■ 

Rrci, 

21. Riitfsnj, 

Do. 

Do. 

Rice* Jibrrs, and pulses. 

22. CijandRikOtii, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

23. Dhinghari, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

24. Erondah, . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

25. G-hurka, 

26, Fztogasl, , 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

IchVdfliait, . 

Do, 

Fibres, rice, pulses, and 
jute. 

Do. 

27 . UhipArf. t 

rniipirf,, . 

Flntljlmr,. . 
Hartsigar. . 

e'S, SbihAddpcr, 

Shdhiddpur, . 

JittC, rice, and oil-seed. 

29, Kaijutf, . , 

Do, 

Do, 

Oi [-seeds. 
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Chitmahar, Ndk£li£, Ber£, Kdchildli, Bh£ngurl The principal 
marts from which grain and other pulses ate exported are Sirrijganj, 
Ntfkjflil Chitmahar, Beri, KhiCngriE* Nischmripur, and Dbipdri, 
Linseed is obtained for export from the marts of F£bn£ town. 
DMpirij and Fakuri; and mu staid-seed from Sirijgamj and Berd. 
A large port lou of the Sirijganj oil-seed exports are obtained from 
other Districts. Tobacco is imported into Sirrijganj from Rangpur 
and Jalpiigurf, and exported from Sirajganj and Baord. European 
cotton goods are imported into the markets of Sirdjganj, Ndkdlift, 
Uilip^ri, Berd,Shihzadpur, Mathura, P^bn^, Dh£p£ri, and Dogdchhu 
A large proportion of these imports are, however, distributed among 
the Districts of Rangpur, Bogri r Jalp£igur(, Kueh Debar, Maimai-o 
sinh, and Godlpdri, which derive the whole or great part of their 
European cotton goods from the stocks imported by the Pdbnd 
merchants, Sirdjganj is the great exporting mart for European 
cotton manufactures, and native cotton goods are also exported 
horn the same town. 

River. Traffic by Native Boats, —Before 1875, accurate sta- 
tistics were not collected; but in that year an improved system 
for the registration of boat traffic was organized by the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal, and additional River Registration Stations were 
established. Full details of the exports and imports by river of 
the several Districts of Bengal are now registered, and the statistics 
thus obtained are published month by month in The Sfatistical 
Reporter, 

The tables on the two following pages show (Table I.) the exports 
and (Table II,) the imports of the District of Pdbnd, conveyed by 
country-boats, during the six months ending February 1S76. 

From these tables it appears that the total exports during the six 
months under Class I, (articles registered by weight only) amounted 
to a,257,72s mounds, or §3,005 tons; while the imports under this 
class were 2,359,156 j mounds, or 86,735 rims, showing an excess of 
101,468 m&uttds, or 3730 tons. In Class IL (artides registered 
by number only) the two largest items arc cocoa-nuts, and bundles 
.of hay and straw. The total import of cocoa-nuts in the six months 
reached 1,221,426 in number, while the export was only 421,854, 
leaving no less than 759,372 to be consumed in the District On 
the other hand, the exports of hay and straw exceeded the imports 
by 255,125 bundles. In Class IIL (articles registered by value 

[Sentence am tinned on page 339. 
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Statistics of the River Traffic of Fauna District by Native Boats 
for the Sfx Months ending February 1S76. —Table I. (Exports). 


Ds5CR[FT10H Op - GoOBi. 1 I Ocfcflber, 


Class L 

Coal and coke, „ „ „ 

Cot-ton, . 

Cotton, ewlel (Native), 
Cotton, twist j'EyiropEln), , 
Chemicals and msdlCitics, , 
Indigo, . , 

lietd-Kuts, 

Fuel ant! firewood, * 
Fruits, drttd. 

Fruits, fresh, and vegetables 
Wheat, , , . , 

Pubes and jrim, 

Eke, ..... 
ividy, .... 
Ottbsr osrcals. . 

Tuts and other raw fibres, . 
Fibres, inunufaclures of, 
Hides. .... 
Hems, . 

Iron. ..... 
Copper and bra^S, , + 

0 tour metals, . . , 

Lime and limestOOc, . 

Shtfl lac, . . 

Stick Lat, , 

GM, . 

Oil. 

Linseed, . 

JV^-sced, . 

Mu&tard-sccd, . 

Salt. 

Other sb!I ne substances, 
Spices and condimen ts. 
Sugar, refined, , 

Sugar, unrefined, 

Tobacco, d 


“ ‘ -d » -i ■ - a 

Miscellaneous, . , 


CtAH II. 

Fowls, .... 
Goats ar.d sheep, . „ 

Cows and bullMfej, . 
Timber, * , 

Rambocs, . , „ , 

Cocoa-nuts, , 

Hay and straw (in bundles}, : 
Canes, , 

Miseeilnuecus, „ 

Class ill. 

T,.ftither, . , . . 

Wpollen manuiactores. 

Cotton manufrs. (European), 
Cotton manufrs. (Nati^), 
Miscellaneous (Native; goods, 
Miscellaneous (Europ.| goods, 
Miscellaneous goods,. 
doth, 



tutiindi, 

J 3 oBa 

441 

336 

104 
16 e 

1*55 

S- 33 1 
J4 1 
79 S 
B, 155 

” 4.909 

ro7,.sSfl 

35 i 

31^030 

st^l 


7 °S t *$5 [389,4^.; =,((£,707 12*0,573 1297, t?r la^sj.jaS 


Nitmler, Number. | Numbe?, 
* 4 ° 


$ 7 $ 

4*379 

373,43a 


375 £ 3 fi 

>379 3 . £13 
43d 4t,add 
aoS 507,000 

■■ . 14 

*3 


| Number. 

Number. 

"" a j 

1 ? 

r 44 

365 


1.034 

2,100 

500 

36,534 

43 ,SOO 

646 

1.670 


39 
3,343 
9 ,ib 4 
4a r, 654 
54^^47 
*+ 
3,cca 


630 

*00,401 


39 , 23 ? 

100.795 

7&.B54 

66,174 



i.fkw 


5,6*3 

5,231 

4*4*3 

**.093 

.*□7 

30 1 


374 

4Ss ee6 

' T! ^h4S4 

S 3n^7 

Bo, 441 



. 5 a 9 h l 64 
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River Traffic for Six Months ending Feby. 1876. —Table II. (Imports). 


Dbscmption or Goods. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Total. 

Class r. 

tnaumtt. 

mounds. 


moulds. 

mounds. 

mounds. 

mounds. 

Coal and coke, . . . 

87.4*9 

2,225 

650 

6co 

520 

1,070 

93.494 

Cotton, .... 

196 

354 

1,009 

1,363 

2,650 

*, 5 °I 

7.073 

Cotton, twist (Native), 

26 

68 

4 

••• 

3 ° 

•a. 

£ 

Cotton, twist (European), . 

96 

*°3 

122 

73 

4B8 

Chemicals and medicines, 


r 5 


13 

5 

55 

88 

Lac-dye. .... 

... 

... 

12 

... 

... 

120 

*32 

Red earth. 


••• 


»« 


5 

5 

Indigo-seeds, . . . 

Betel-nuts, 

20 

235 

5 ri °39 

... 

937 

3.769 

1,192 

7,266 

3.713 

3 . 75 * 

3.366 

73.953 

Fuel and firewood, . 

489 

5.918 

3 . 45 ° 

9.555 

x,Soo 

8.075 

29,287 

Fruits, dried, * . 

... 

100 

6 

M. 

5 s 


123 

Fruits, fresh, and vegetables, 

*34 

ell 

1.698 

379 

x8o 

*.365 

453 

4,162 

Wheat, .... 

2 , TOO 

64 

247 

140 

3-393 

Pulses and gram, 

8,758 

7.947 

1.592 

i£ 

3.491 

17,280 

999 

35.975 

Rice. 

23.498 

9.536 

* 0.744 

13,876 

9,220 

79 . * 3 * 

Paddy. .... 

35.96° 

3 °. 5 a 4 

9,428 

31.081 

3 *. 5*9 

* 52.390 

Other cereals, . 

• a. 

10 

24 

... 

M. 


34 

Gums and reiins, 

ro 

IM 

• •• 

246,063 

■M 

166,726 

JO 

lute, . . . . . 

Fibres, manufactures of, . 

260,472 

176,504 

248,4x1 

334.557 

*. 332.732 

37 

IH 

... 

80 

IOO 

35 

252 

Hides. 

X 2 

... 

440 

10 

210 

300 

972 

Horns, .... 


... 

... 

... 

IOO 

Ml 

IOO 

Iron, .... 

2,154 

924 

1,202 

75 x 

1,308 

45 * 

6,790 

Copper and brass, 

91 

69 

5 ° 

72 

246 

359 

887 

Other metals, , 

20 

5 

6co 

1,408 

*5 

• •a 

40 

Lime and limestone, . 

3-989 

5 °° 

3.940 

2,950 

*3.387 

Stone, . . . 

543 

... 

m 

• '”85 

630 

... 

I,*72 

Shell lac, .... 

... 

M« 

5 


... 

90 

Stick lac . 

... 

... 

16 

«M 

Ml 

210 

210 

Gki, . 

98 

... 

3 

3° 

25 

I72 

Oil . 

7.417 

6,790 

2,600 

4.665 

6,876 

6,021 

34.369 

Linseed . 

1 x . 3 43 

I.167 

• a* 

'678 

• •• 

186 

2,596 

7t/-sced, .... 

896 

420 

910 

420 

2.383 

5.707 

Mustard-seed, . 

49.633 

16,240 

24.549 

11,883 

10,741 

21,185 

*34,23* 

Castor-oil seed, . 

3.625 

... 

35 

16,124 

• •a 

6.73 s 

3.6S° 

Salt . 

67.73° 

12,527 

35.303 

9.533 

*47,955 

Other saline substances. 

3“ 

... 

... 

33 


*5 

358 

Spices and condiments, 

14.613 

13.959 

S.330 

3.055 

4.274 

S. s 45 

47,076 

Sugar, refined, . 

1.458 

1.994 

1,6x4 

3.334 

*.5°o 

3,240 

11,130 

Sugar, unrefined, 

Tea,. 

17.466 

«.879 

3.984 

3.018 

9.015 

26,147 

6 

*9.5*3 

88,004 

Tobacco, .... 

17.4** 

8,851 

6,48a 

9,402 

7.264 

52.428 

Liquor, .... 

r 

... 

■E 3 

... 

• M 

3.846 

*5 

Miscellaneous, . 

1,762 

45 

mJ 

45 

25 

S.903 

Total, . 

616,967 

313.213 

412,969 

340.787 

37*.g<59 



Class 11. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Fowls, .... 

26| 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

265 

Goats and sbeep, 

6 

22 

5 

... 

... 

... 

33 

Buffaloes, .... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 


2 

Cows and bullocks, . 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 


6 

Timber, .... 

3,842 

5.983 

13,810 

3,920 

3.458 

3.289 

34,302 

Bamboos, .... 

20,409 

20,385 


•a. 

95 

276 

4*1*65 

Cocoa-nuts, 

1,125,184 

95.843 

400 

... 



1,221,426 

Hay and straw (in bundles), 

880 

55-321 

85,601 

25,588 

100,440 

25,692 

293.522 

Gunny bags, , . 

5,000 

... 

... 

... 



5.000 

Canes, .... 

... 

... 

3.400 

... 

2,200 

• •V 

5.6oo 

Miscellaneous, . . 

I.7SS 

1.445 

*.4°S 

64 

... 

5.000 

9.669 

Class III. 

R». 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs 

Leather, .... 

S 2 

... 

... 

..a 

1,300 

3.400 

4,752 

Silk manufactures. 


I.250 


... 

•«« 

*,250 

Cotton (European) manafrs.. 

14.606 

24.225 

118,885 

61,063 

140,051 

349.645 

608,475 

Cotton (Native) manufis., 

1.565 

10,659 

12,224 

Cloth, .... 

75 ° 

... 

... / 

• •• 

... 


75 ° 

Miscellaneous (Native] goods, 
Miscellaneous (Europ.) goods, 

10.979 

300 

... 

2.54* 

543 

16,282 

7.477 

*,500 

26,144 

990 

65,423 

3,333 

Miscellaneous goods, . 

22S 

... 

... 



228 

Total. . 

28.480 

36,134 

121,969 

79.345 

150,328 

2S0, X79 

696.43J 
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Sentence continued from page 336.] 

only) the exports aggregated ^£58,916, 8s. od., and the imports, 
^69,643,1 os. od. The excess of imports was thus ^10,72 7, 2s. od., 
which is more than accounted for by the excess in the one item 
of European cotton manufactures. 

It would be fallacious to infer from these totals any general 
conclusions with regard to the balance of the local trade of the 
District. In the registration of river traffic, Pdbni. occupies an 
exceptional position. First, because it contains the great mart of 
Sirdjganj, which collects the country produce from all the Districts 
round, for despatch to Calcutta, and which also serves as a distribut¬ 
ing centre for the imports proper. Secondly, because Sirdjganj is 
also a Registration Station; and, consequently, all goods that are 
received there, either from the minor marts of the District, or for 
distribution among these same marts, must necessarily be entered 
twice in the returns. According to the system of registration 
adopted, which proceeds strictly by Districts, the term * export' and 
‘ import ’ are used in a secondary sense, referring to the marts of 
origin and destination, both of which may very well lie within the 
District, when the registration station is not on the District boundary. 
For example, jute despatched from tire interior of Pdbni. to Sirdj- 
ganj, to be thence re-exported to Calcutta, would be entered three 
times,—twice as an export from Pibni, and once as an import into 
the District This double registration is unavoidable; and there 
are no means available for obviating the confusion which it causes, 
except in the case of a few of the staple articles of trade, fpr which 
The Statistical Reporter furnishes more detailed information. 

The total trade ofPdbni District by native boats in Class I. (includ¬ 
ing both exports and imports), during the six months, amounted to 
a total of 4,616,924 maunds, or 169,739 tons; a total which is only 
surpassed in the whole of Bengal and Behar by Calcutta, the 24 
Piirganis (including the suburbs of Calcutta), and Dacca. Taking 
the exports alone, Pdbnd is beaten by Calcutta, Bdkarganj, Jessor, 
and Maimansinh; and in imports alone, by Calcutta, the 24 
Parganis, Dacca, and Patnd; but in the aggregate total, formed 
by adding exports and imports together, Pdbni stands fourth, as 
has been already mentioned, among the Districts of Lotver Bengal. 
Of this aggregate total, the single commodity of jute, the staple of 
the Sirdjganj through trade, forms more than half, or more accu¬ 
rately, 57 per cent The exports and imports of this staple during 
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the six months almost exactly balance one another; the latter 
showing a slight excess of 13,702 maunds , or just one per cent. 

Jute .—The total imports of jute by river boats during the six 
months (including a few thousand maunds, which were shipped 
from minor marts within Pibni District to Sirdjganj) amounted to 
1,332,732 maunds , or 48,997 tons, of which Sirdjganj itself received 
practically the whole, viz. 1,322,768 maunds, or 48,631 tons. The 
total exports (excluding the amount despatched from Sirdjganj by 
river steamers) were 1,319,030 maunds, or 48,494 tons. In this 
total of imports, P 4 bni stands before any other District (excluding, 
of course, Calcutta), Farfdpur comes next, and then Dacca. In 
exports of jute, P 4 bn 4 is just beaten by Maimansinh, and is con¬ 
siderably above Rangpur; but it must be remembered that these 
figures merely prove that Sirdjganj assists in transhipping the jute 
which has been grown in those two great producing Districts. 

For the four months between November 1875 and February 1876, 
the information given in The Statistical Reporter enables me to show 
the jute trade of P 4 bnd in greater detail. During those four months, 
the total imports into the District were 895,756 maunds, or 32,932 
tons; against exports amounting to only 717,271 maunds , or 26,370 
tons, showing a balance in favour of the District of 178,485 maunds, 
or nearly one-fifth of the imports. During the same period, how¬ 
ever, a net total of 20,660 maunds of manufactured ‘fibres’ was 
exported from the District, which was presumably the make of the 
Sirdjganj gunny mills. In the two previous months, on the other 
hand, the exports largely exceeded the imports. All the imports, 
with the exception of about 10,000 maunds, were received at 
Sirijganj; and only about 3000 maunds came from minor marts 
within the District Of the total exports, 443,456 maunds , or 61 
per cent, were sent by country boat from Sirdjganj, which would 
seem to show' that a considerable stock was being retained at that 
mart. It is true that the exports by steamer are not included in 
these calculations; but it is probable that they would not materially 
affect the inference drawn above. For January and February, how¬ 
ever, the Eastern Bengal Railway Company have furnished returns 
showing the through traffic by steamer from Sirijganj to Calcutta. 
In those two months, the total amount of jute imported into 
Siiijganj was 401,143 maunds ; the total exported by country boats, 
164,454; and the total exported by steamer, 91,342; showing a 
balance remaining at Sirijganj of 145)347 maunds. The following 
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Districts contributed, during the period of four months, to send the 
imports into Sirdjganj, which may be taken as equivalent to the 
total imports into the District:—Rangpur, 508,970 maunds, or 56 
per cent, of the total imports; Maimansinh, 152,995, or 18 per 
cent; Godlpdrd in Assam, 87,037, or 10 per cent.; Kuch Behar 
State, 67,830, or 8 per cent.; Bogrd, 60,8r6, or 7 per cent.; Jalpdi- 
guri, 16,433,or 2 percent; Sylhet in Assam, 6470, or 72 per cent. 
Pabnd itself sent to Sirdjganj only 3125 maunds , or *35 per cent, 
of the total imports into that mart. But the larger part of the 
jute grown in Pdbnd District is consigned either to Godlandi and 
Kushtid, to be thence sent on by rail, or direct to Calcutta. The total 
exports may be thus approximately analyzed:—To Calcutta direct, 
482,000 maunds , or 67 per cent, of the total; to Godlandd, 222,000, 
or 31 percent; to Kushtid, 15,000, or 2 per cent. Apart from 
these figures, which only show the quantity borne in country boats, 
the Eastern Bengal steamers during the two first months of 1876 
carried direct to Calcutta 91,342 maunds , which formed more than 
one-fourth of the grand total exported in the same period. Setting 
on one side the trade of Sirdjganj, the exports of jute from Pdbnd. 
arrange themselves under the following marts:—UUdpdrd, with 
51,381 maunds; Berd, 29,962; Pdngisi, 28,614; Rdiganj, 14,847; 
Dogdchhi, 13,024; Ndkdlid, 10,125; Bdridhdkd, 8995; Bdjitpur,592i; 
Sdtbdrid, 5698; Dhdpdrf, 3915; Dasikd, 3870; Kendrapdrd, 3466; 
Pdbnd town, 3056 ; Mathurd, 2551 ; Sujdnagar, 2420 ; Shdhzddpur, 
2320; Kaimpur, 2116; Mdldah, 2024; Chdnddikond, 1870; 
Nizdmpur, 1750; Kdliiganj, 1725 ; Darihd, 1531 ; Faridpur, 1350; 
Ndzirganj, 1327 ; Kaijuri, 1208 ; Gotbdrid, 1151, Dordbdrid, 1135. 

Ria .—The exports of rice from Pdbnd District by native boats 
during the six months were 107,588 tnaunds, or 3955 tons ; while 
the imports amounted to 79,131 maunds , or 2909 tons. The 
export of paddy was 56,152 maunds, or 2064 tons; the import 
of paddy 152,390 maunds , or 5603 tons. Adding rice and paddy 
together, the balance seems to be considerably against the District. 
During the four months from November to January, the chief 
exporting marts were as follow:—Sirdjganj, with 14,982 maunds; 
Ulldpdrd, 9345 ; Chdtmahar, 8352; Berd, 7590 ; Bhdngurd, 6269; 
Chdnddikond, 5205 ; Ndkdlid, 5105 ; Faridpur, 2150; Kdchikdtd, 
1435; Dogdchhi, 1300. The chief importing marts were:— 
Sirdjganj, with 21,705 maunds; Dogdchhi, 3645 ; Ndzirganj, 1661. 
The exports are scattered in different directions, but the largest 
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proportion is apparently sent to Godlandd; very little goes direct to 
Calcutta. During the two months January and February, Sirdjganj 
received its imports from the following Districts :—Rangpur, 5402 
maunds ; Maimansinh, 4717; Bogrd, 3300; Rdjshdhi, 925; while 
minor marts in Pdbnd only sent 200 maunds . 

European Cotton Goods . — The total imports of European 
cotton goods by native boats during the six months were valued at 
£60,847,10s. od., while the exports amounted to £42,783; the great 
bulk of the imports come by steamer. The chief importing marts, 
according to the detailed returns for the last four months, are :— 
Dhdpdri, £17, 74 ° ; Pibnd, ,£12,534; Bdjitpur, ,£5561; Chdnddi- 
kond, £55°° 5 Mathuid, £5310; Berd, £3167 ;.Uydpdrd, £1420 ; 
Pdngdsf, £1100; Sirdjganj, £700; Shahzddpur, £641; Ndkdlid, 
£560.; Dogdchhf, £300. The exports take place almost entirely 
from Sirdjganj, which in the four months sent out £28,450 ; while 
Bdjitpur came next with only £80. These exports were chiefly 
consigned to Maimansinh, Rangpur, Jalpdigurf, Bogrd, and Kuch 
Behar. The importing marts of Dhdpdri, Bdjitpur, and Pdbnd were 
supplied from the railway station of Kushtii in Nadiyd, and 
Chdnddikond, Mathurd, and Sirdjganj from Godlandd in Faridpur. 

Salt. —The imports of salt by native boats during the six months 
amounted to 227,226 maunds , or 8353 tons; the exports, to 149,955 
maunds , or 5513 tons, thus leaving a balance for local consumption 
of 77,271 maunds , or 2840 tons, or a little more than one-third of 
the total importation. These figures may be compared with those 
shown in the Government Resolution on 'The Boat Traffic of 
Bengal,' dated 18th October 1875. It is there stated that during 
the year 1874 the District of Pdbnd received altogether by various 
river routes 572,093 maunds or 21,033 tons of salt, a quantity second 
only to that imported into Dacca. Of this total, 53 per cent came 
round by the Calcutta canals, and almost all the remainder up the 
Mdtdbhdngd. 

Trade of Sirajoanj. —The following account of the trade of 
Sirdjganj is mainly derived from an article published in The 
Statistical Reporter for February 1876. 

The principal exports from Sirdjganj are jute, oil-seeds, tobacco, 
and gunnies. The gunnies are manufactured by the Sirdjganj 
Jute Company (Limited) at its factory at Mdchimpur; the jute, 
oil-seeds, and tobacco are supplied to the Sirdjganj mart by 
the numerous small bdsdrs situated along the banks of the 
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Brahmaputra (Jajnuoi) and Tfst£, in ibe Districts of Phbn£, Mai- 
mansinh, Bogr£, Godlp&d, Kuch Behar, and Jalpiiguri. ( This 
country produce, 1 writes the author of the article above referred to, 

' is bought from the rayats (cultivator) at the local markets, by 
petty dealers called bej>&Hs y and is brought down by them in small 
boats of from 80 to 300 mounds (3 to ri tons) burden. The 
cultivators who live near enough to the town bring in their crops 
themselves in village boats, thus saving tine bep&rtd profits. At 
Sir&jganj, the produce is bought up by traders in direct com¬ 
munication with Calcutta. It is then transferred to large boats of 
500 mounds or iS tons burden and upwards, or to steamers whieh 
ply to Calcutta ^nd Goilandd. On the return journey, these 
boats and steamers bring up salt, piece-goods, iron, and brass- 
ware, which are transhipped into small boats ht Sirijganj, and sent 
upstream in exchange for the jute, seeds, and tobacco. The 
balance of this trade is in. favour of Sirtfjganj as against Calcutta, 
and it has to be adjusted by the import of a large sum in silver. 
The Bank of Bengal, with a local agency at Sirfljganj, obtains the 
surplus revenue Of R&ngpur, Bogri, and Maimansmh, to enable it 
to settle these necessary payments. This in a general description 
of the part played by Siri.jganj in the trade between Calcutta and 
the villages of this part of Bengal It has, moreover, a trade with 
Assam, to which it sends rice; with Sylhet, from which it receives 
lime , and with some other Districts. 3 

Jute Experts by 4 SUamtrs* —The most 'important staple of the 
Sirijganj trade is jute, but it is impossible to state the comparative 
amount imported and exported by steamer and country boats. 
The statistics on p. 340 show the information available as regards 
the jute trade by native boats. During the six months from Sep¬ 
tember to December 1S75, the total imports of jute into Sirdjganj 
by country boat amounted to 1,322,768 mounds, or 48,63r tons, 
all of winch was intended for re-exportation to Calcutta. The ex¬ 
ports of jute by steamer from Siidjganj were In 1871-73, 1,241,300 
mounds, or 45,636 tons; in 1872-73, 1^508,900 ntaujids, or 55,474 
tonsj in 1873-74, ^290,483 mounds , or 47,444 tons ; in 1874-75,. 
631,416 maunds, or 23,2x4 tons. 

The writer of the article in The Statistical Reporter thus ex¬ 
plains the falling off in the jute exports of 1874-75 -—-*The average 
exports by steamer of the three previous years had been about 
13^ Jdbhs of mounds, or 49,632 tons; that of 1S74-75 was under 
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Idkhs of TAOunds, or 23,897 tons; and there was a similar, 
and almost equal* decrease in the- registered exports by country 
boat. The jute trade of Sirijganj shrank to half its former size. 
This was caused, in a small degree only, by the general slack¬ 
ness of business of this kind!, the decrease in the export of jute 
from Calcutta during that year having been inconsiderable. It is 
dear that the jute which was formerly brought to Sirdjganj for sale 
must have, during 1 £74-75,. been despatched by other routes. It 
is believed that this diversion was caused by the adaptation of 
the trade to the new conditions which have prevailed since the 
opening of the Goilandd Railway. It is now more convenient for 
the traders at the smaller marts to despatch their jute to Calcutta 
direct, without first bringing it to Sirijganj. There are a number of 
such marts on the river Fhiiljhtfr, which passes within six mites of 
Sirajganj, and it was noticed that during 1374-73 their business 
was increasing. Though so close to the great emporium, they are 
outside its system, and never send jute to it; and many of the more 
distant marts have also commenced to set up an independent trade. 
This movement has been at last temporarily checked by the 
destruction of the Gotland# spur. The small boats which frequent 
the minor idzdrs can no longer lie safely at Godlandi* and it is 
therefore necessary to incur the additional cost of transferring 
their cargo to large boats at Sirijganj, Much jute is also kept 
away from Sirijganj by the establishment of a steam jute-press at 
SubankhfH, a neighbouring place on the Maimansiuli bank of the 
EnChmaputra. Jute is taken to the press in hanks, and there 
packed into bales, ready for immediate export to England/ 

‘ The bulk of the jute brought to Sirijganj comes from 
Mailman sink, Rangpm, Bogri, and Goilpiri Districts, arranged in 
order according to the amount winch they respectively send. It 
is brought to the Sirijganj mart made up loosely in banks, and 
before being sent to Calcutta is packed in drums. This is done 
partly for convenience in carriage, mainly to prevent theft on the 
way. As these drums have to he reopened in Calcutta, where the 
jute is pressed into bales for export from India* this drumming 
represents a charge which might be avoided if there were jute 
screws at Sirijganj. . . , The cost of making up the hanks into 
drums is set clown by the Jute Commissioners at from E.s. 3. z. o to 
Rs. 4 per hundred twrnds. Taking the cheaper rate, and estimat¬ 
ing the jute so packed at or near Sirijganj at 25 IdMs- of mounds^ 
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or 91,912 tons, we find that Rs. 780,000 (^78,000) is annually 
wasted on this intermediate process, which would be saved if the 
hanks could be in the first instance made up into bales. There 
are two practical difficulties in the way of setting up such presses, 
both of which may be overcome. A site has to be found accessible 
to the jute boats at all seasons of the year, and the reputation of 
the new brand has to be established in the European market.* 

The jute when packed into drums is sent to Calcutta either by 
country boat, by steamer xriA the Sundarbans, or by steamer to 
GotUandi, and thence by rail to Calcutta. 

The steamers vtd the Sundarbans take eight or nine days; the 
Gollandi route occupies two; the country boats take somewhat 
less than thirty days. Freights by rail and by steamer are nominally 
the same, but the steamer uses a larger maund of 8z£ pounds; 
the railway, one of 80 pounds. Those who ship by through 
steamers vid the Sundarbans escape the chance of loss when cargo 
is shifted at Godlandd from the vessels to the rail; they get delivery 
at Calcutta in a more convenient part of the town, and they say 
they are treated with more liberality when any part of the jute is dam¬ 
aged or missing. These advantages are weighed against the greater 
speed of the railway. In 1873-74, the steamers took 5^ Idkhs of 
maunds, or 20,222 tons, against 7^ Idkhs of maunds, or 26,654 tons, 
sent by rail. The competition between the railway and country boats 
is regulated by several considerations. In neither case is the freight 
fixed, that by boats varying from Rs. 19. 8. o to Rs. 35 per 100 
maunds ; that by rail and the railway steamer varying from 5 to 
11 dnnds a maund. The average rate by rail is about 7 
dnnds , and by boat 4 dnnds a maund ; in boats, also, the Sirdj- 
ganj maund of 84*10 lb. is used, while on the railway the 
maund of 80 lbs. is adopted. It is, besides, customary for the 
boatmen to take more than the nominal consignment, and a 
thousand * maund boat thus carries about eleven hundred 
maunds . The following estimate of the cost of conveying 1100 
maunds of jute from Sirdjganj to Calcutta by country boat is 
given in The Statistical Reporter: —•' Freight, at 4 dnnds per nominal 
maund, Rs. 250 ; pilot-boat, Rs. 25 ; servant in charge of the jute, 
Rs. 10 j insurance at 2\ per cent., Rs. 75 ; loss on re-sale of mats, 
Rs. 4. 8. o : total, Rs. 364. 8. o. When jute is sent by boat, it is 
usual to provide the purchase-money by bills drawn at thirty days; 
and when it is sent by rail, by bills drawn at three days. For the 
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cost of x ioo maunis of jute, the difference between the rates at 
which these bills can be obtained is Rs. ir. 4. o; and this amount, 
added to-the boat expenses, mates a total of Rs. 375- 12. o for the 
transmission of eioq mamds of jute, against Rs* 483. s, o, the 
ordinary railway freight for the same amount. The railway is, how¬ 
ever, preferred by the poorer traders, who are not trusted by the 
insurance offices, and who cannot themselves bear the risk. It 
la also used extensively by all persons in a rising market, when the 
object is to get the fibre delivered before a fail. The dislike felt to 
storing jute in Calcutta helps the railway. The fibre is kept in 
the interior until it is utgently wanted, and then it must be sent 
by the quickest route. 3 

c The Trait in QU-stfis has fluctuated greatly. In 1871-72 
the exports by steamer were ir6,aoo maunds , or 4372 tons; in 
1872-73 they fell to 34,100 maunis^ or 1234 tons; in 1873-74 
they rose again to 54,666 maunds, or aoro tons; and in 1874-75 
they fell to a 0,7 00 maunds, or 761 tons. This collapse cannot, like 
the decline in the jute traffic by steamer, be attributed to a diversion 
of the oilseed carrying trade from steamers to country boats, for 
there has been a decrease in the boat traffic also, as registered on 
the Mit&bhflng^ river and in the Calcutta canals/ The explanation 
given in Tht Statistical Reporter for November 1S75 is, that ‘the 
Franco-Prussian war having interfered with the supplies of seed 
from Germany, and from certain ports of Russia via Germany, 
which usually supply the English market, an extraordinary demand 
sprang up for Indian produce. Tin's demand became so groat that 
the ordinary precautions in. the selection and shipment of the seeds 
were neglected, and in many cases the consignments arrived in 
England damp and worthless Heavy losses ensued, and the trade 
became alarmed; and, from whatever cause, the Eastern Bengal 
oil-seeds were viewed with especial disfavour. . t . The oil-seed 
exported from Sirfjgajij is nearly all that of die mustard plant. Of 
linseed there is a small quantity; of til very little. It is brought 
from B^bnd, Maimansinh, and Assam in large quantities ? and in 
small quantities from Bogri and Rangpur. It arrives in bulk, and 
is generally packed in bags at Siiijganj, though sometimes it is 
forwarded to its destination in bulk.' 

Export of Tobumo, -— * The tobacco trade of Sirdfganj has 
been steadily growing. In 1871-72 the exports of tobacco by 
steamer were 17,600 madnds^ or 647 tons; in 1872-73, 43,200 
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maunds, ox 1588 tons; in 1873-74, 51,255 maunds, or 1884 tons; 
in 1874-75, they Reached 80,969 maunds, or 2970 tons. There is 
also a considerable trade by country boats, 10,646 maunds or 391 
tons having been entered in the local register as passing down¬ 
stream from Sirijganj during the month of September 1875. The 
tobacco plant is grown in Pdbnd for home use only, and the exports 
consist of supplies sent by other Districts. In September 1875 there 
were registered as received from Rangpur 11,059 maunds, or 407 
tons; from Kuch Behar, 3326 maunds, or 122 tons; from Jalpdi- 
gurf, 447 maunds , or 16^ tons; from Maimansinh, 624 maunds, or 
23 tons; from RijsMhf, 350 maunds, or 13 tons.’ 

Gunny. —‘Next to raw jute, manufactured jute (gunnies) is the 
largest of the Sirijganj exports. There were exported in 1871-72, 
80,000 maunds, or 2941 tons; in 1872-73, 82,100 maunds, or 3018 
tons; in 1873-74, 82,457 maunds, or 3032 tons ; in 1874-75, I0 4»57° 
maunds, or 3844 tons. The gunnies are made at the local jute mill, 
which labours under the disadvantage of having to bring its coal up 
from Calcutta. The trade is, however, steadily increasing. The 
gunnies are sent by steamer to Godlandd, and thence by rail to 
Calcutta. Coal for the factory is brought by country boat during 
the rainy season, the only time at which the mill can be reached by 
water.’ 

Importation of Salt. —‘ Of the imports from Calcutta, salt is 
by far the most important As the trade is in the hands of a 
few men, its amount can be accurately estimated by those en¬ 
gaged in it, and they consider that it amounts to six Idkhs of 
maunds (600,000 maunds , equivalent to 22,059 tons). In 1874, 
572,093 maunds or 21,033 tons of salt were registered on the 
Nadiyi rivers and Calcutta canals as destined for Pdbnd District, 
which includes SirtLjganj. The imports by steamer were only 
21,590 maunds or 794 tons in 1873-74, and fell to 16,334 maunds 
or 601 tons in 1874-75. It is said that the railway has since suc¬ 
ceeded in attracting a greater portion of this cargo. In September, 
67,330 maunds or 2475 torls °f salt were registered as sent to Sirdj- 
ganj. Taking the usual average of consumption, 4^ sers or about 
9 lbs. a head per annum, it will be seen that more than five 
millions of persons must be supplied with salt through Sir£jganj. 
The following figures show the amount of salt sent to the several 
Districts from Sirijganj during September 1875 : —Rangpur, 24,951 
maunds, or 917 tons; Maimansinh, 15,287 tnaunds, or 562 tons; 
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Bogri, 6054 mounds , or 523 tons; Goflprfxrf, 5365 mounds, or 197 
tons; Kuch Behar, 4S36 mmmds, or 178 tons; Jalpilguri* 1358 
mounds, or go tons; Gauhdti, 331 mounds, or 12 tons; Rijsh^hf* 
235 matmds, or 9-4 tons; Dirrijpur, 183 mounds, or 6 L 8 tons; 
Sylhet, 105 mounds, or 3'9 tons, 

“The Importations of Fleet - goods by steamer were 29,900 
mounds or rogg tons in 1873-74* and 34,425 mounds or 1266 tong 
in 1874-75, On account of its great value,'cargo of this sort is 
seldom sent by country' boats, so that the above figures nearly 
represent the whole trade In the year 1869-70, the total imports 
of piece-goods were ascertained to be 28,500 mounds, or 104B tons, 
so that there has been a slight increase during the last five years. 
The following statement shows the value of piece-goods exported 
up-stream from Skdjganj during the months of September and Oc¬ 
tober:—to Maimansinh, Rs. 52*283, or ^5 228, 4 s. od.; Rangpur* 
Rs. 13*745, or j£* 3 74t cd; Go 41 p& 4 , Rs. 2750* or ^275; 
Bogri, Rs. r&3 i a or ^£183, 2s. od.; Kuch Behar, Rs. 300, or ^30, 
f It is dear that Siiijganj does not distribute piece-goods over 
an area as wide as that which it supplies with salt, 1 

Miscellaneous ftap&ts.—* Coal is imported from Calcutta for 
the Shdjganj jute mills. In 1873-74* 25,344 mounds or 93s 
tons were received by steamer; and it is estimated that about 
So,000 mounds or 2941 tons are received yearly by steamer and 
country boats. Of iron, 4440 mounds or 163 tons arrived by 
steamer in rS73-74, and 6318 mounds or 232 tons in 3874-75 i 1 
great part of this is forwarded to Goilpdrd* Bogcd, Rangpur, and 
Maimausinh. The imports of brass by steamer were 720 mounds 
or 26^ tons in 1873-74, and 1189 mounds or 44 tons in 1874-75/ 
Boland of Trade.— f As the exports exceed in value the 
imports* a sum has to be sent up from Calcutta in cash to adjust 
the balance. Inquiries were made by the Bank of Bengal* before 
establishing a branch at Sir^jganj* to ascertain what this sum 
amounted to on the average ; and it was found to be Rs. 5,300,00a, 
or ^530,000, In 1874-75 the sum imported was Rs. 5,198,000, 
or ^519,800, according to the calculation of the Bank Agent; 
and of this* Rs. 1,100.000, or jfi 10,000, was re-exported by the 
Bark or by Government, leaving Rs, 4,098,000, of ^409,800, as the 
amount which was paid to settle the favourable balance. This large 
sum goes to the rayats of this part of the country, after they 
have bought all the foreign commodities they consume,—salt, iron, 
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brass, cotton goods, and so forth. It constitutes the fund from 
which rents are paid and the revenue is discharged.’ 

Through Trad.e. —‘ Reference has hitherto been made to 
Sirdjganj only as an outpost of the Calcutta trade, collecting to a 
centre the country produce destined for the metropolis, and dis¬ 
tributing the Calcutta exports destined for the country. It has, 
however, relations with some places which do not come under 
this classification. It supplies a good deal of the goods consumed 
by the Bengal coolies on the tea estates of Assam. Thus, in the 
year 1873-74 it exported by steamer to Assam 184,949 maunds or 
6800 tons of rice, 3683 maunds or 135 tons of gram and other 
grains, and 1701 maunds or 62^ tons of sundries, mostly coolie 
stores. Sirajganj also does a large business in cocoa-nuts. In 
the month of September it received 199,780 cocoa-nuts from 
Bengal, of which 25,600 came from Dacca, 11,500 from Jessor, 
9800 from Faridpur, 23,000 from Noikhdlf, 13,700 from Tippcrah, 
and 3500 from Kumilla. These cocoa-nuts were despatched from 
Sirdjganj to Godlpdrd, Kuch Behar, Jalpdigurf, Rangpur, Bogrd, Rdj- 
shdhi, Dindjpur, and Maimansinh. Li me is received at Sirdjganj 
in large quantities from Sylhet, and there is a considerable trade 
in od, fuel, betel-nuts, sugar, and spices.’ 

Boat Census. —‘The municipal committee of the town have twice 
taken a boat census of Sirdjganj, in order to find out how many 
boats are in the harbour when trade is brisk, what they contain, and 
whence they come. On the 31st August 1873, 1436 boats were 
found; on the 4th September 1874 there were 1185 boats. The 
total amount of goods in the boats on the first occasion was 162,000 
maunds , or 5956 tons; on the second, 195,000 maunds , or 7169 
tons. About a Idkh of maunds (3676 tons) of jute formed the 
greater part of the stock both in 1873 and in 1874.’ 

Sirdjganj Traders. —‘There are now at Sirajganj six European 
firms, or branch firms, and an agency of the Bank of Bengal has 
been established there. Their principal rivals arc not natives of 
this province, but foreigners from Mdrwdr. These Mdrwaris, or 
Kdyds as they are called, form a trading community with corre¬ 
spondents along the whole line of the Brahmaputra river, as far as 
Debrugarh in Upper Assam. They are honest, frugal, diligent, and 
even enterprising, though but little educated. With more know¬ 
ledge they would make excellent traders. As it is, they seem to be, 
with the Europeans, ousting the Bengalis from the profits of the 
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inland trade. The Bengalis who engage in traffic at Sir£jganj gene¬ 
rally belong to the caste of SMhia, and some of them are very 
intelligent. They arc not, however, so united among themselves as 
the K^yia They do not trust each other so much, and in specula¬ 
tion they are timid.' 

The table on the opposite page shows the amount of steamer traffic 
between 3ir£jganj and Calcutta during the four years 1371-72, 
1872-73, 1873-74* and 1874-75. 

Capitai..—T he money accumulated in P&bni District, owing to . 
the value of the exports being in excess of that of the imports, is 
chiefly employed in trade ; and a considerable sum is, the Collector 
reported in 1871, invested in building and flitting out boats. The 
current rates of interest are as follow:—(&} in small transactions, 
when jewellery or some other article is given in pawn as security, 
half an inn cfper rupee per month, or 37^ per cent, per annum; {£) 
in large transactions, with a mortgage upon moveable property, 
nearly as high; {t) in large transactions, with a mortgage on im¬ 
moveable property, 20 per cent per annum; (d) in. the case of 
small loans to cultivators oil their personal security, half an dnnd 
per rupee per month, or 37^ per cent per annum ; where the lender 
has a lien upon the crops, the interest charged is the same as for 
loans on personal security, unless the borrower assigns a specific 
share of the crop for payment; (e) when a man purchases an 
estate, from io to 12 per cEnt per annum is considered a very 
good return on the outlay. 

There is a branch of the Bank of Bengal in the town of Sirijgatij, 
The Collector reports that many of the large native mercantile firms 
in that town, also engage in banking; and advancing money to small 
traders, to speculators in boats, and even to professional native 
money-lenders. Any Joans, however large, can be obtained by 
landholders who are able to give good security; small advances are 
made throughout the District by shopkeepers, who generally com¬ 
bine money-lending with trading operations. 

Imported Capita!. —The only industries in the District conducted 
wholly or in part by European agency, or with European capital, 
are the cultivation and manufacture of indigo, the manufacture of 
jute, and the trade in this staple. The jut* factory near Sirdjganj has 
"already been noticed under the head of Manufactures,p, 331. It was 
established by Mr. Barry, who was for some tim e Deputy Magistrate at 

[Sentence continued anpagt 352. 
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Sirijganj, and subsequently Member of Parliament for Cork* 'Mr, 
Bmy/ tbe Collector reports, 'resigned Government service in order 
to open a general commission business and to work some hand screws 
which he had constructed to compress jute for exportation. On his 
return to Europe, he sold the good-will of his business to a company, 
which he promoted with the object of erecting a factory for weaving 
and spinning jute. In April rSfi; the affairs of the company were 
put into the hands of Hquidlators, as there were no funds to complete 
the building of the factory. Anew association, called the Sirdjganj 
Jute Company (Limited), purchased the works and other assets, 
which had originally cost ^7 S,coo, for ^1,6,500, The capital of the 
new company was fixed at ^65,000, and the total capital introduced 
by the factory into the Subdivision, up to- rSjr, may be estimated 
at ^0,000. During the changes in proprietorship the construction 
of the works went on, and they were opened in October rSdg, The 
building contains 15,000 hundredweight of iron, and 500,000 
cubic feet of brickwork. The spinning and weaving is per¬ 
formed by steam power in the ordinary English method, and under 
the supervision of a European superintendent and European 
mechanics. Women and children arc employed extensively in the 
higher work, and about 1200 hands of all descriptions are engaged. 
The principal manufacture consists of gunny bags, which are pressed 
and sent by steamer to Calcutta/ As already stated, So,000 mounds 
or 2941 tons of gunnies were exported by steamer to Calcutta in 
1871-72, 82,100 maunds or 3018 tons in 1S72-73, 82,457 founds or 
3032 tons in rS73-74, and Jo4,570 wawWf or 3S44 tons in 1874-75, 
The Subdivisional officer estimates the value of the gunnies exported 
in 1874-75 at Rs. 1*303,555, or ;£iso,255, res, od. 

An account of the indigo industry in the District has been already 
given tinder the head of Manufactures on page 33a, 

Institutions or Societies,— Apart from the Brahma Sanffij, 
already noticed on page 288, and the Government schools (pp 
360-364) and dispensaries (pp. 375-376)* no public institution 
exists in the District Attached to the Pdbnd Government English 
School, there is a library containing a considerable number of English 
and Bengali books, and several English and vernacular newspapers 
are also subscribed fon 

Newspapers.—'T he only newspapers that have been published 
within the present limits of the District are the Dish hifaisMni of 
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Sirijganjj and the /k&tt frikAshirtt of Chatmabox- The Dfs/i- 
hitoisMni, or WtU-WAhtr of the Country, was in existence for 
several years. Lilt ceased to appear about the close of the year 1874. 
Ics tone was favourable to the large landowners of the District* and 
such influence as it possessed was exerted against the rnyat$ in their 
struggle with the zaminddrs. Its circulation was always very small* 
and its influence weak. The Jndn bik&skifu, or FuMisher of 
Xnomkdge, had a shorter life than the Doth hite&kinl. 

Income.— According to the IncomMax returns for 1870-71, the 
total amount of incomes exceeding Rs. 500 or ^50 per annum 
was approximately ^23 2*6 00, The amount of Income tax realised 
in that year* with the rate of assessment at an average rate of 3 ^ 
per cent, on incomes above £$ 0 , was ^7269, In the following 
year the rate of the tax was reduced to per cent., and the 
minimum of the incomes liable to assessment raised to Ra, 750, or 
^£75. The amount of tax realised in 1871*7? was ^1499, Ss ' odi 
The total number of incomes assessed in 1870-73, or, in other 
words* the number of annual incomes above ^50 each, was 2048, 

Revenue and Expenditure,— 1 The District was constituted in 
May 1832, Its total revenue from that date till the 31st March 
1833 was^j( 7oo f rtfs. od. ; its expenditure during the same period 
being only ^480, 2$. od. In 1850-51 the revenue amounted to 
^32,404* 6s. od., and the expenditure to ^10,231, ids, od. In 
1S70-71 the actual revenue was ^53*855, ns, loth, and the civil 
expenditure ^22,716* 17s. pd. 

The balance sheet on the following page exhibits in detail the net 
revenue and expenditure of the District for the year 1870-7 r, after 
omitting all items of deposit and account not representing actual 
income or expenditure. 

The Land Tax and Supervision of Estates. —In the year 
1837, there were 896 estates on the District rent-roll, held by itfpt 
registered proprietors or coparceners, who paid a total land revenue of 
^34,338* 8s, od.; equivalent to an average payment of ^38* rs. 7d, 
from each estate* and 3s. tf^d- from each individual pro¬ 

prietor or coparcener. By 1850, the number of estates had in¬ 
creased to 1048* and the number of registered proprietors to 179S, 
subject to the payment of a total land revenue of ^35,401, i Gs. od,; 
equivalent to an average payment of ^£33, 35s. from each 

estate* and ^rg* 13s. g£d. from each proprietor. By 1870-71 the 
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number of estates on the rent-roll had decreased, owing to transfers 
of area to neighbouring Districts, while there was an increase in 
the number of proprietors. The total number of estates was 876, 
held by 2003 registered proprietors or coparceners. The current laud 
revenue paid by these 2003 proprietors amounted to £3 1,763, 
making an average payment of S 5 - from each estate, ar.d 
l V >|d. from each proprietor. Of the 87 6 estates on the 
rent-roll in 1.570-73, 621 were subject to the payment of land 
revenue of under ^io* 242 to more than each but 

under £$qg> each, and 13 to above ^"500 each. Of the 
2003 proprietors and coparceners of these estates, iocE paid a 
land revenue of under ^10 each, £90 more than £10 but 
less than io 5 above ^500 each. According 

to the latest return submitted to the Board of Revenue, giving 
statistics corrected up to the 31st March 1875, ft appears that die 
total area paying land revenue to the P£bn£ Ccllectorate was. at that 
date 131s square miles 632 acres. Since then a small number of 
estates, situated within the criminal jurisdiction of other Districts, 
but which formerly paid their revenue to Pi'tmi, have been removed 
from the rent-roll; white in a larger number of cases, estates situated 
yithin the jurisdiction of the Magistrate of Fhbna, but paying land 
revenue to the Collectors of Rdjslidbi and Maimansinb, have been 
placed on the rent-roll of B£bn£ District At present (March 3576), 
the Pdbnd Collector receives land revenue from an approximate area 
of 1474. square miles 386 acres. The area under the jurisdiction of 
the Magistrate is, however, 1838 square miles; and it follows, there¬ 
fore, that estates situated within the criminal jurisdiction of this 
District, comprising a total area of 363 square miles 254 acres, pay 
their land revenue to other Collectors* 

Magisterial, Civii^ and Revenue Courts.—I n 1832, die yearin 
which the District was formed, there was only 1 Magisterial Court in 
Rilbn*. The number of Civil and Revenue Courts was 3 ; but not 
even one Covenanted Officer was stationed in the District throughout 
the year. In 1850 there w r ere a Magisterial Courts, 5 Civil and 
Revenue Courts, and 1 Covenanted Officer at work throughout the 
year. By 1862, the number of Magisterial Courts had been increased 
to 5, and the Civil and Revenue Courts to 25 ; but there was still only 
one Covenanted Officer in the District In 1869 the Magisterial 
Courts were still 9 in number; there were only 12 Civil and 
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Revenue Courts but the average number of Covenanted Officers at 
work throughout the year bad increased to 4. 

Rent Surra,— 1 The number of rent cases under the provisions 
of Act x- of 1859, or Jaws based on Act x., is as follows:—In 
j 361-6 s, 5286 original suits were instituted, and S43 miscellaneous 
applications were made; in 1862-63, the original suits decreased to 
3473, but the miscellaneous applications increased to 1170. By 
i866’67 j the number of original suits had diminished to less than 
one-half of the total in 1862-63, but the miscellaneous applications 
had more than doubled; the original suits instituted in 1866-67 
were 1594, and the number of miscellaneous applications 2755. In 
rS6£-E>9, 1S41 original suits were instituted, and the number of 
miscellaneous applications was 2519, 

Police,—F or police purposes, Pdbn^ District is divided into the 
following eight police circles {tMnds) ;—(1) P^bnd, (2) DuMi, (3) 
Mathura and Chitmahar in the Sadr ot Headquarters Subdivision, 
(5) Sbibzldpur, (6) TJUipam, (7} Sirijganj, and (8) Rdiganj in the 
Sirdjganj Subdivision. There ate also the following thirteen out¬ 
posts .Atdikuli; nnd Arankhol^, subordinate to the police station 
of Pibni; Hindiil and Faridpur, subordinate to Chltmahar ; 
Sujdnagai and KhetupM, subordinate to Dulii; Mai dab" and 
Beni, subordinate to Mathurd; Supg^chki, subordinate tu Sirijganj; 
Chaubili and Mdnpur, subordinate to 5 Mbz£dpur; and Pifoigdsi 
and Tic&j subordinate to Rtfiganj. The present police force of the 
District consists of three distinct bodies, namely, the regular or 
District police; a municipal police for the protection of the towns 
of Pdbnd and Sibtjganj ; and a village watch or rural police. Tire 
strength and cost of maintenance of each of these bodies is i\s 
follows 

Tue Regular Police consisted of the following strength at the 
end of 187a 1—2 superior European officers, maintained at a totnl 
salary of Rs. 900 a month, or ^roSo a year; 5 subordinate officers 
on a salary of upwards of Rs. 100 a month, or ^rso a year 
each, and 54 officers on less than Rs. roo a month, or ^1202 year, 
maintained at a total cost, for both classes of subordinate officers, 
of Rs, &035 a month, or ^2442 & year, or nil average pay of 
Rs. 34. 7, to a month, or ^£41, 7s. gtL a year for each subordinate 
officer; and 259 foot police constables, maintained at a total cost 
of Rs. t 712 a month, or ^2054, 8 s. od- a year, or an average pay 
of Rs. 6. 9. g a month, or ^7, 18s. ?d. & year for each man. The- 
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other expenses connected with the District police are—a sum of 
Rs. 150 a month, or ^180 a year, as travelling expenses for the 
District Superintendent and Assistant District Superintendent; 
Rs. 307. 6. 5 a month, or ^£"248, rSg. od. a year, for pay and travel¬ 
ling allowances of their establishments ; and Rs. j 335, f oa month, 
or J~i6o3, 6s. od. a year, for contingencies and all other expenses, 
bringing op the total cost: of the regular police in Pibni District in 
*872 to Rs. 6339. 10. S a month, or ^7607, 12s. od. a year, and 
its total strength to 320 men of all ranks. The area 0/ P&bnd 
District is returned in the Census Report at 3966 square miles, 
and tire total population was ascertained by the Census of 1872 
to be 1,211,594 persons. According to these figures, the total 
strength of the regular police is one man to every 6*14 square miles 
of th e Distr j ct area, or one man to every 3786 of the population. The 
annual cost of maintenance is equal to Rs. 38. 11. 2 or ^3,17 s. 4d. 
per square mile of area, or 1 dnnd or i^d. per head of the 
population. 

The Municipal Police at the end of 1872 consisted of a force 
of 6 officers and S9 men, maintained at a total cost of Rs. 338. r. 4 
a month, or ^£645, 14s. od, a year. According to the Report of 
the Inspector-General of Police, the total town population protected 
by Hie municipal police is 37,715, and there is, therefore, one 
policeman, to every 397 inhabitants. The cost of the municipal 
police in rSy2, as compared with die town population, was 3 dnn&s 
8 pit or 4d. per head of the population. 

The Rural Police, or village watch, in 18 72 numbered 2803 
men, maintained by the villagers at an estimated cost of Rs, 76,235 
or £7623, 1 os. od .; there is, therefore, one watchman to every 70 
of a square mile of area, ot one to every 432 of the population. 
Each village watchman has, on an average, charge of 71 houses, and 
receives an average pay in money or lands of Rs. 2. 4. 3 a month, 
or £ij *45, 5d. a year. 

Including, therefore, the regular District polite, the municipal 
■or town police, and the rural constabulary, the machinery for 
protecting person and property in Pdbna District consisted at the 
end of 1872 of a total force of 32 iS officers and men, equivalent 
to an average of one man to every - dr of a square mile as compared 
with the area, or one man to every 376 souls as compared with 
the population. The aggregate cost of maintain 3 itg this force in 
1872 amounted to Rs, 13,230. 10. 8 a month, or a total for the 
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year of .£15,876; ids, od, T equal to a charge of Rs. So. 12. 1 or 
is r 6d. per square mile of area, or 2 dnn&f x or 3^d. per 
head of the population. 

Criminal Statistics.- -During the year 187^, aSro cognisable 
cases (those in which the police may arrest without a warrant) were 
reported to the police, of which SS3 were discovered to be false. 
Convictions were obtained in 4^9 cases, or 3174 per cent, of tire 
'true' cases; the number of persons convicted being 5 87, or 1 
to every 2064 of the population. Of non-cognisable cases, 3053 
were instituted, in which process issued against 2S60 persons, of 
whom 913, or ^rpa per cent., were convicted; the proportion of 
persons' convicted of non-cognisable offences being 1 to every 1327 
of the population. 

Excluding oases reported as false, the total number of cognisable 
and non-cognisable offences investigated in Pibnd District in 
1872 was 49S0, in which 1500 persons were convicted, or one 
person convicted of an offence of one class or the other to every 
807 of the District population. 

Jail Statistics.—I n 1857-58, the first year for w r hicb materials 
are available, the daily average number of prisoners in the P^brtd 
jail was 147, the total number of civil, criminal, and under-trial 
prisoners admitted during the year being 10*40. The prisoners 
discharged in that year were classified as follows'Transferred, 
104 ; released, 770; escaped, 2 ; died, r5 : total, Sgi. In xStfo-dr, 
the jail returns show a daily average number of 195 prisoners ; the 
total admissions during the year being ijor, The discharges were 
—transferred, 406; released, 865; escaped, 9 ; died, 12: total, 
129In *870, the daily average jail population was 1 fid ; the total 
number of prisoners admitted during the year being 973, The dis¬ 
charges were—transferred, 113 ; released, 919; died, 9 : total, ro4r r 

In 1857-58, the proportion of prisoners admitted to the jail 
hospital amounted to j 3T -97 per cent., and the deaths to 15, or 
ro"2o per cent, of the average jail population. In rS6o-di, the 
admissions to the hospital amounted to 83"58 per cent, and the 
deaths to 12, or d’15 per cent, of the average jail population. In 
1S70, the admissions to the jail hospital rose to 299‘4(3 per cent,, 
hut the deaths were only g f or 4-83 per cent, of the average jail 
population. 

The average cost per prisoner in F£bn£ jail, including rations, 
establishment, hospital charges, clothing, contingencies, and all other 
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charges, except the prison police guard, is returned as followsIn 
t ^ 54 ' 55 3 it amounted to Rs, $6. 7, 4, or ^£3, 12s. 1 id, per prisoner \ 
in 1857-5S, toRs r 37. 8- 3 , or ^3,15s, id. per prisoner j in 1860-61, 
to E.s. 31. j-3, 1, or 39. 7& per prisoner ; and in 1870, to Rs. 52. 
r* 9 , 4s. 2d per prisoner* The cost of the jail police guard 

in 1870 amounted to an average of Rs. 14. 6. 1, or^r, 3 s. g± per 
prisoner, making a gross charge to Government gf Rs. 66. 7. io, or 
ess, nd* per prisoner* The Inspector-General of Jails, in his 
Report for 1870, returns the total cost in that year of the Pibni 
jail and lock-ups at Sirdjganj and KumirkhdJi 1 at^rsga, 155, ad*, 
not including the cost of alterations and repairs* Excluding also 
the pay of the jail police guard, which is included in the police 
budget of the District, the cost of the jail amounted to ^£1023, 1$. 6d, 
Jail Manufactures* —In 1 $54-55, the receipts arising from the 
sale of jail manufactures, together with the value of stock remaining 
□n hand at the end of the year, amounted to ^i8S, ps. 8d,, and 
the charges to J66, 14s, ad*, showing an excels of receipts over 
charges of^iai, 13 s. 6d. s the average earnings of each prisoner 
employed on manufactures amounted to Rs, ip* 15. 4, or £1, 

3 9s. rid. In 1857-5 3 , the total receipts amounted to ^123,17s. 7th, 
and the charges to ^53, 3s. 2d., leaving a profit of ^70, 14&, gd ; 
average earning by each prisoner engaged in manufactures, Rs. r8* 
2. t, or^i, rt?s. 3d. In t86o-6r, the receipts amounted *0^133, 
8s, id., and the charges to ^62, 45. 6d., leaving a surplus or profit 
of ^71, 3a 7&; average earning by each prisoner engaged in 
manufactures, Rs. 9. 2. o, or rSs. 3d. In 1870, the total credits 
arising from jail manufactures amounted to ^707, rs. id,, and the 
total debits to j£s 36 , 17s. ltd., leaving a surplus or profit of 
^320, 3s. 2d.; average earning by each prisoner engaged in 
manufactures, Rs. 56, 2, 8, or ^5, 12 s, 4d. Deducting the profits 
derived from prison labour from the cost of the jail, the net cost 
of the Pdbnd jail and lock-ups in 3870 (exclusive of the police 
guard) amounted to ^702, iSs. 4d. 

In 1S72, the statistics of Pabni jail and the Jock-up at Sir^jganj 
were as follow :—The daily average number of civil prisoners in jail 
was 'So; under-trial prisoners, 16 22; labouring convicts, 93-33; non- 
labouring convicts, 2 1 to2 ; total, 131-37, of whom 2'63 were females. 
These figures give one prisoner always in jail to every 9323 of the 

1 KiiJJiiurkkaH is no longer within the District of Pabni, tile Subdivision iinvistjj 
been removed in die yenr 13 71. 
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District population* and one female to every 227,268 of the total 
female population. 

The total cost of Pibni jail in 1872, excluding public works* 
manufacture department, and prison guard, amounted to ^735, 
7s. 2d, or an average of Re, 53. 35. 6 01 12s. md per head 

of the jail population. The total credits from jail manufactures* 
including the stock remaining on band at the end of the year* 
amounted in 1872 to ^4?4, os, 2d, and the total debits to ^372* 
75, 9<L, leaving an excess of credits over debits of j£5r, 123. 3d. 
The actual money ebst of the manufacture department during the 
year amounted to ^27 z* 125 . 4d.* and the cash remitted to the 
treasury to ^320, 105, ;d., leaving an actual cash profit of ^47, 
1 3 s. 3d, or an average earning of Rs. 12, & 6 or £ r, 5s. od, by 
each prisoner engaged in manufactures. Out of 9 3 "3 3 labouring 
prisoners* 38' 2 2 were employed in manufactures, the remainder 
being cither engaged in jail duties or unable to work on account of 
sickness, weakness, or old age. The prisoners actually engaged in 
manufactures, forming 38'2 2 per cent, of the jail population, were 
distributed as followsQn gunny weaving, 8*23 ; on gardening, 970 ; 
on doth weaving, r goj on brick making, 3'14; on bamboo, rattan, 
and reed works, 5 -93 ; on oil pressing, 5-07; on grinding flour* 
74; on miscrillaneous manufactures, T2: tdtal* 38"33, 

Educational Statistics—T he tables on pp. 362-363 have 
been compiled from the Annual Reports of the Director of 
Public Instruction, They show, in a comparative form, the Educa¬ 
tional Statistics of F£bn£ District for the selected years 1856-57* 
3860-61, and 1870-71. It appears that in 1856-57 there were in 
the District only 5 Government and aided schools* attended by a 
total of 508 pupils. By iStio-tir* the number of Government and 
aided schools had increased to 9* and the number of pupils to 735, 
By 3870-71 {Li. even before Sir George Campbell-& reforms)* the 
Government and aided schools had increased by more than seven 
times, or to 65 such schools, attended by a total of 3775 pupils. 
Of these 65 schools* three were-girls’ schools* attended by 64 pupils. 
The cost to Government of the educational institutions in the 
District increased from ^446* os, id. in 1856-57* to ^538* 15s. 3d, 
in 1860-61* and to ^1572, 19s, 3d. in 1870-73. The amount 
derived from, fees* subscriptions, and other private sources was 
iSs. ad. ill 3856-57* ^373, 75, 6d. in 1860-61, and ^1827 
in. 1870-71, The total expenditure on Government and aided 
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schools was ^673, as. }?d. in 1856-57* ^974, us. fid. in rS6o-6r, 
and ^ 3394 » is. rod. in 1870-71, In attendance at the Govern¬ 
ment and aided schools* the Muhammadans of Tibna, as elsewhere 
in Bengal, are far behind the Hindus, According to the Census of 
1872* the Muhammadans form 69'$ per cent of the District popu¬ 
lation* hut of the pupils attending Government and aided schools 
in 1870-71 only 297, or 1070 per tent were Musalmdn children. 

Sir George Campbell’s Educational Reforms, —Since the year 
1870-71 a great extension of primary education has taken place 
under the system introduced by Sir George Campbell and ex¬ 
plained in other of my Statistical Accounts, On the 31st March 
1S75 there were 220 aided vernacular schools of the lower class* 
attended by 6886 pupils. The total number of Government and 
aided schools was a; 6; which were attended by 9701 pupils, of 
whom 6167 were Hindus, 3525 Muhammadans* S Christians, and 
r belonged to none of these religious denominations. Of the 
total of 9701 pupils, 9619 were boys and 82 girls. Taking the area 
of the ■ District at 1.838 square miles* as returned by the Boundary 
Commissioner in March 1875* and the population as consisting of 
1,211,594 souls, there is one Government or aided school for every 
6 m 7 square miles, and for every 4390 of the population. With a very 
few exceptions, the children at the 2 7 0 Government and aided schools 
in Pdbn£ are under twelve years of age and it is therefore possible, 
from the Statistics given by the Census, to determine approximately 
the proportion of boys and girls in the District receiving education 
in those schools. The total number of children under twelve 
years of age in P^bnd is 426*222, of whom 252,596 are boys and 
193,626 girls. It appears, therefore, that 4 - r per cent of the boys 
and '04 per cent of the girls attend the Government and aided 
schools 1 or, if we take boys and girls together, it appears that 2 '3 
per cent, of the juvenile population are receiving an education in 
schools under Government control. 

The table on page 364, which is taken from the Report of the 
Director of Public Instruction for 1872-73, illustrates the progress in 
the extension of primary instruction which took place in the first 
two years during which the reforms of Sir George Campbell came 
into operation. [ Vida: table, p. 364.] 

Postal STATISXtCS.-*—The tabular statement on p. 365 shows the 
number of letters, newspapers, parcels, and books received and 

[_Swtence ran filmed on fi&ge 365, 


l-jjucAimHAi. Statistics of the District of Pahka, for the Years 1856-57, 186061, atjd iSjroji* 



1 LslablisJied irt i 3 £j, Fee varies from E. i in Rs r 2 per month, or from £i, 45, to £0, £5, per >'i 
1 For one of these schools (he mum of Income and Expandflur* is not procurable. 
































Educational Statistics of the District of Parna— cmtiinued. 
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Comparative Statement illustrating the State of EeuCAtion in Pabna District in the Two Years 

_ _ _ 1 & 7 I -72 AND 1872-73. 
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Sentence continued /rgm page 361 ,] 

despatched through the District post office in the years 1861-62, 
I&65-66, and iS'jQ-j? 1; it also shows for the same years the income 
and expenditure of the Postal Department in the District. In 
tS6i-6a- there was a profit of' ^330, 15s. 7 d.; in 1865-66 a loss 
of is. ?dj; and in 1870-7 r a profit of ^606, 6s. 4d.:— 


Post Office Statistics. 




i 4S 3 -SG. 

1 

T07 £*■?£. 


R*c*IvfltL 

De- 

spazcheU 

JCl'Li!: v;d. 

De- 

Ipuehjftd. 

Rj$eelte 4. 

Du- 

sp&tehcC. 

Letters, .... 
Newspapers, „ . 

Faroels, , * . . 
Books, .... 

55-496 
8,922 
z, r£o 

183 
474 

6i,6fc 

4-933 

r f 4&S 

53-779 

4j° 

*3*. *4 $ 

6, Z99 
3 z? 
1,056 

a j 

11 

Total, . . * 

66,398 

5o-55 Q 

68.066 

54,882 

141,027 ; 

B 

Proceeds of sale of 
; Postsms Stumps, 
Cash Collections* . 

£ *> d. 

.336 14 3 

154 2 0 

£ j. d 
3*3 1 4 

*3® 17 % 

£ *■ d 

7«3 14 3 
*933 16 ti 

Total Receipts, 

Total Expenditure, 

59° 16 3 

ado q 3 

601 19 O 

9^ O 7 

2636 U 21 

303& 4 IQ 


Administrative Divisions. —Pibni District is divided into the 
two following Subdivisions, The area and population statistics are 
taken from the Census Report, and refer to the year *872 ; the 
administrative figures having been supplied in a special return by 
the Collector In 1870. 

The Sadr or Headquarters Subdivision contained in 187a 
an area of 535 square miles, with rjoo village97,350 houses, 
and a total population of 555,019 souls; of whom 185,836 were 
Hindus, 368,949 Muhammadans, 43 Christians, and sor of other 
denominations; proportion of Muhammadans to total population, 
66 - 5 per cent % proportion of males to total population, 4^5 per 
cent .; average number of persons per square mile, 594; number 

1 Exclusive of receipts from sale of Service Stamps f&r official cQmspciri'dein.ee, 
which in 1S70-7J amounted to £*i, t^s. Service Stamps were Introduced in 
1B66. 
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of villages per square mile, 1-39; number of houses per square mile* 
104 j number of persons per village* 427 number of inmates per 
house, 5-7. The Subdivision consists of the 4 police circles (tAdn&r) 
of Pdbni, Dul£* Mathur^ and Ctatmahar. In x$6g it contained 
ir Magisterial and Revenue Courts, and a total police force of 314 
officers and mem The village watch or rural police in the same 
year numbered 1222 men. The separate cost of the Subdivisions! 
administration amounted to 0,441, 6s. qd. 

The Sirajganj Subdivision was established in November 1845. 
It contained in 1872 an area of 1031 square miles, with 1452 
villages, ioo ; S 7c houses* and a total population of 656,575 souls, 
of whom 175,453 were' Hindus, 478,278 Muhammadans, 55 
Christians, and 2754 belonged to other denominations : proportion 
of Muhammadans to total population, 72-9 per cent; proportion 
cf males to total population, 49-9 per cent.; average number of 
persons per square mile* 63 7 ; number of villages per square mile, 
1 1-457 number of houses per square mile, 98 ; number of persons 

per village, 440; number of inmates per house, 65. The Sub¬ 
division consists of the 4 police circles of Shihzidpur, UUipdra, 
Sirijganj, and Rftiganj. In 1869 it contained 4 Magisterial and 
Revenue Courts, a police force of 133 officers and men, and a 
village watch of roi8 men. The separate cost of Subdivisional 
administration amounted to ^6380* 8s. od. 

The Subdivision of Kumirkh&li, formed in August 1S59, was 
removed from Fdbnd District in 1871. It contained in 1869 2 
Magisterial and Revenue Courts, a police force of 82 officers and 
men, and a village watch of 414 men. The separate cost of 
Subdivisional administration amounted to 

Fiscal Divisions. —-In 1866* the District of Pibnf, (including 
Kumirkfidli) contained 47 pargetnds or Fiscal Divisions. The 
following list* taken from the statistics of the Board of Revenue* 
gives their names* with the number of estates* the land revenue* 
and area of each. As to its untrust worthiness, see post, p. 369 

(r) Awkaead : number of estates, 3; Government land revenue* 
^474* 4s. od; area* 9417 acres. 

(3) An a e 4 estates j revenue, ^80* 12 s. od ; area, 5571: acres. 

(3) Baju Cttapfa : 42 estates; revenue, ^1636; area* 52*138 
acres. 

(4) Bajuras Mahabatpur : ij estates; revenue, ^921* 4s. ed.; 
area, 24,677 acres. 
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{5) Bajuras Nazirpus.e 17 estates; revenue, ,£1518, 3 s. od. ; 
area, 27*0S2 acres. 

(6) Barabaju : 1 estate; revenue, ^£15, 10s. od.; area, 719 
acres, 

{7) Beloachhi i E2 estates; revenue, ^34, J&s. od,; area, 
967 acres, 

(8) Bitar Bathijangfur : 1 estate; revenue, £$, 4s, od,; 
urea, 56 acres. 

(9) Brahmafur : 3 estates; revenue, ^143, eSs. od. ; area, 
4591 acres. 

{10) Chaplia Tapfa: 4 estates; revenue, £zz^t ics. od,; 
area, 10,479 &£*££■ 

(ji) Dakshiu Bisafiimfur; 3 estates; revenue, ^1903, 43. od,; 
area, acres, 

(is) Datuia JaHaHGIRPUR: 3 estates; revenue, £2% 165. od.; 
area, 499 acres. 

(13) Gancaput ; no estates paying revenue tg the Plbni Col¬ 
lector ; area, 1500 acres. 

(14) Gopinathpur : no estates paying revenue to the Pdbnd 
Collector; area* 1032 acres. 

(35) Hapania : 3 estates; revenue, ^48, 6s. od.; area, 261 r 
acres. 

(36) Islam pur; 32 estates; revenue, ^3^31, 6s, od. ; area, 
63,047 acres, 

(37) Jahangirajsal? : 23 estates; revenue, ^954, 4s. od,; area,' 
14,683 acres, 

(3S) Jiorak.h1; z estates; revenue, £iv t 8 s. od.; area, 706 
acres. 

{39) Kagmari; 2 estates; revenue, £, 2 9, tcs. od,; area, 1605 
acres. 

(so) Katarmahal : 3 estates; revenue, ^29, 6s, od. ; area, 
3S5 acres. 

(21) Kantawacar: 6 estates; revenue, ^48 7, i8s, od,; area, 
S563 acres. 

(a2) ELasijo'agah; 2 estates; revenue, £ t , 14s. od.; area,, 
16 6 acres. 

(23) KuaLSi Tafpa : 22 estates; revenue, ^475, I 45 . od,; 
area, 3158 acres. 

(24) Kururla ; 1 estate; revenue, £426, 14s. od.; area, 4S19 
acres.. 
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(25) Mihmanehahi: 1 estate; revenue, £4, l6s - od-j area, 
ri2 acres. 

(26) Mohimshahi: estates; revenue ^159, ids. od ; area, 

84*1 acres. 

(37} irEJHAKHABSffAHi! to estates; revenue, ,^£"545* 6 s- od f 
area, 17*895 acres. 

fzS) NauH-; 2 estates; revenue, .^33* T Ss- cd. ; area, 1665 
acres. 

(29) Nasibshahi : 46 estates; revenue, ;£i8i, iSs, od; area* 
4 162 acres, 

(30) Nasrai’SHaki: 55 estates; revenue, ^£2169, i6s. od.; area, 
60*681 acres, 

(31) Nazir Inattpur : 5 estates; revenue, £169, 14s. od ; area, 
3063 acres. 

(33) ItoscANPUn: no estates paying revenue to the Pdbn£ 
Treasury ; area* 3 Boo acres, 

(33) Sakhis t iTappa : 48estates; revenue, ^248, iSs. od; area* 
r 7*3 41 acres. 

(34) Satur : 4 estates; revenue, £& t 25 . od.; area* 200 acres. 

{35) Senbareha: r estate ; revenue, £14, tSs. od,; area* 1125 

acres, 

{36) ShaHaJAPw : 1 estate; revenue, 6s.; area* ig acres. 

(37) Shah Aujjal: i estate; revenue* ^45 2* 2s, od, * area* 9039 
acrea 

(38) Stnduri: 70 estates 3 revenue* ^37 a 2* 12s. od.; area, 
58,844 acres. 

(39) Sonaba;l': 4 estates; revenue* ^125, 145. od.; area, 4339 
acres. 

(40) SuoKr; 7 estates; revenue* ^67* 10s. od ; area, ri24 
acres, 

(41) Sujabajj , r x estate; revenue, 16s.; area* 14 acresc 

(42) Takaguista 2 2 estates; revenue* ^27, 45. od.; area, 2845 
acres, 

(43} Tara UjiaX, 2 1 estate; revenue, £1 , 6s, od,; area* 69 
acres. 

(44) IPm* Eirahimfur r 19 estates; revenue, £1630, 8s. od,; 
area, 56,428 acres, 

(45) Varpur: 2 estates; revenue, £i, 10s. od.; area* 1063 acres. 

(46) Yusuf nagar 2 2 estates; revenue, ^585, 16s. od, ; area, 

1 6,7 33 acres. 
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(47) Yusufs hah 1 '.256 estates; revenue, j £ 6 & 2 x , as, od ,; area 

199,007 acres. 

The totals obtained from the preceding list are as follow:— 
47 pargands, containing 804 estates, paying a, land revenue of 
^29,177, ids,, and covering an area of 739*229 acres, or rr53-05 
square miles. In correction of these figures, which cannot be accepted 
as accurate* even for the year i 36 d to which they primarily refer, 
the following are the latest statistics available :—In March 1876, 
Pibnd, District contained 38 recognised pargands^ the names of which 
are given below, and materially differ from those in the preceding list. 
The number of estates on the rent-roll of the District in 1870-71 
was 876 ; and the amount of land revenue paid in that year was 
^31*763. The Census Report of 1872 returns the area of the 
District at 1966 square miles. According to a special return 
made by the Boundary Commissioner in r075, the area was 
1S3S square miles j in March 1876, after certain transfers, 
only about 1474 square miles actually paid land revenue into the 
District Treasury. 

Itl 18 70 the Collector reported that Pdbn£ District, inclusive of 
Kum&fchfUX. comprised 44 pargands; but owing Eo the transfers that 
have been made since, the District contains at present (March 1876} 
only the following 38 pargands —(1) Am nib id, (2) Add, (3) Bara 
Bdju, (4) 3 Mju Chappa, {5) Bijurds Mahabatpur, (6) Bdjuirds Nazir- 
pur* (7) Bbar Fntbijangpur, (S) Eyas tappd t (9) Chaplin tappd, (10) 
Ddthid JaMngirpur, (n) Gatmhdttd, (12) GuM Gangdrdmpur, (t3) 
Htfndiil* (14} Jahdngirdbdd, (r^) Islimpur, (16) Kdgmiri, (ry) Kdii- 
tanagan (r$) Kisimtiagar, (19) Kltirmahil, (30) Khalsf, (ai) 
Mihmdnshdhi, (22) Muhammadshdhf, (23) Nij Edjurds, (24) Puk- 
harid, (25) Rokanpur, (26} Sdkhinf tappi f, (27) Eenbarsha, (28) 
Sinduri, (29) Shdhdjipur, (30) Slt^hi-ujidl* (31) Son£bdju, (32) .Suja- 
bdd* (33) Tdrdgunid, (34) Tdrd Ujidl, (33) Uttar Birdhimpur, (36) 
Ydrpur, (37) Yusufnagar fappd, (38) Yusufshdhh 

Climate.— The climate of the District is mild, and, compared 
with the rest of Bengal, not unhealthy. The cold weather lasts 
four months, beginning at the end of October, and ending about the 
first week in March. The rainfall is reported by the Civil Surgeon 
to vary in ordinaiy years from 50 to 70 inches. The average animal 
rainfall at the Mbna -Civil Station during the nine years ending 
1874 was 69*20 indies, of which i 6'35 inches fell between January 
and May inclusive, 4 7'43 from June to September, and 5'42 inches 
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from October to December The average rainfall in die Sidjganj 
Subdivision for the five years ending 1874 is reported at 58’ss 
inches* The table on the opposite page, compiled from the 
Meteorological Report for 1S73, gives the monthly rainfall, 
and the number of days on which rain fell during each month in 
1S71 and *873 (the year preceding the Bchar famine). It also 
shows the mean monthly temperature in 1853, as returned by 
the Civil Surgeon, 

Cvclques,— On the 20th September 1872 a severe cyclone 
swept over Pabnl At 11 am, the gale commenced, nod after 
vEexing round from cast to north-east, the cyclone burst on the 
District, and continued till about 4.40 p.m,, at which time the wind 
was due north. There was then a lull for about twenty minutes, 
but at 5 F r M„ die wind began again to blow violently from the 
northwest, though not with so much force us before. By 6 p.jj. 
the wind had changed to westnsouth-west, and after that it subsided 
gradually. 

In the town of Pdbnfi, native huts were bio™ down in all direc¬ 
tions, plantains were levelled to the ground* several large trees were 
uprooted, and the Doglchhi and Msdr roads were blocked by fallen 
branches and frees. On the Ichhimati river, two large laden boats, 
besides a few small ones, were sunk. The District Superintendent 
reported that within the limits of the Municipality 10 boats were 
broken up, about 20,000 fruit frees blown down* and 5000 native 
houses and huts levelled to the ground. 

In tho Subdivision of Sirdjgani* the loss of life was very large, 
and not limited to the few cases reported to the police. ‘Dead 
bodies/ writes the Subdivisions! officer, 'continued to float down, 
the river until the 24th of September, if not later; and X fear the 
number of persons drowned must be estimated by hundreds/ In 
the Siangan j Subdivision alone, in boats with 34,132 maunds or 
1249 tons of goods were sunk ; nor docs this number include numer¬ 
ous boats that were subsequently raised during the three days after 
the cyclone. The Subdivisional officer's house was unroofed* every 
police building and Government office at Sirijganj was blown down, 
and almost all the records were destroyed. The Madman sinh and 
Sir^jganj mail-boat sank in the Jamun^ and three persons in it 
were drowned. The steamer c Simla' and two fiats were driven high 
on the bank of the Harfisdgar river* and three fiats at Sir^jganj 

[Seft/ttia wntmuid on page 372 . 
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Sentence ccnimuidfrom page 370.] 

were stranded and much damaged. The steamer K.^jnnahal/ 
which was at Sirijganj, lost the whole of its upper deck and 
both its funnels. Throughout the entire District serious injury 
was done to the crops. 

Besides the storm just described, the Collector reports that 
1 destructive cyclones occurred in the year 1854, in the Bengali 
month of JTnishtba (May-Jiine); in As win (September-October) 1&6 6; 
and in Kirtik (October-November) 1SS7/ 

Vital Statistics. —The general mortality returns for the Province 
of Bengal are as yet so little trustworthy, that no deductions can 
be made regarding the comparative healthiness of the several 
Districts. More careful statistics have, however* recently been 
collected in certain selected towns and rural areas. The town area 
selected in P^ibnd is two square miles in size, and contains a popu¬ 
lation of 15,730 souls ; the rural area is ro square mites in size, and 
contains a population of 19,376 souls. The death-rate per thousand 
in the selected town area in 1B74 was 37^44; in the rural area T 
I9'u9 ; and in the combined areas, ?7'33 per .thousand. As deter¬ 
mining the actual death-rate, these figures are not absolutely beyond 
question, hut they may serve for the purpose of comparison with 
statistics similarly obtained in other Districts, It appears that during 
the period to which the figures relate, there were eighteen Districts 
in Bengal and Behir less healthy, and twenty-three Districts more so 
than Pdbnd. The statistics of mortality among the police and among 
the prisoners in jail afford also some means of comparing the healthi¬ 
ness of P£bn£ with that.of other Districts. During the four years 
187 0-73, the average annual morality among the police was 9 per 
thousand, the average annual death-rate for the same four years 
among the whole police force of Bengal being as high as 19-S ner 
thousand. Among the prisoners in jail, the average annual mortality 
during the fifteen years ending 1871 was 5^9 per cent of the mean 
jail population! the average annual mortality for all the jails under 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal being 3'03 per cent of the mean 
jail population. 

Endemic and Epidemic Diseases.— The Civil Surgeon reports 
that there are no endemic diseases properly so-called ill Pdbni, but 
that fevers of a mild type, disease of the spleen, slight attacks of 
dysentery and diarrhoea prevail to a considerable extent. Cholera 
in a more or less severe form usually breaks out in spring anil at 
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the dose of the year. Of the 27^3 deaths per thousand re¬ 
gistered in the selected areas of P£bn£ District during the year 
1874, 20 "4 2 were attributed to fever of various forms, yah to cholera, 
■17 to small-pox, - 43 to bowel complaints, -ji to injuries, and 2*54 to 
all other causes combined. 

Indigenous Vegetable Drugs.—T he following is a, list of the 
principal indigenous vegetable medical drugs found in the District 
of Pdbu£, as returned by the Civil Surgeon >—{r) Anantdvml (He- 
midesmus indicus), (2) Apdvg (Acbyranthes aspera), {3) Apardjiid 
(Clitorea tematea), (4) Amlaki (Kmblica officinalis), (5) Andr ar 
pomegranate (Punica granatutn), (6) Akandd (Calotropis gigantea), 
(7) Adr&k or ginger (Zingiber officinale), (8) Bd or Sriphal (ZEgle 
ruarmeloa), {9) Bkdnt (Cierodendron infortunatum), (in) Bmh&M 
(Curcuma Jiedoaria), (rr) Bhdgbherendd (Jatropba Curcas), (52) 
JB&kas or Bdkur (Adhatoda vasicah (r^) Bahard (Terminalia bel- 
erica), (14) BkhtU (Ttagia involuaata), (r5) Bkmhimrd (Tricho- 
santhes tubcroeaj, (nfi) Bdkul (Mimusops elengi), (17) Bdbld (Acacia 
arabica), (18) Bdbm tuhi (Gcimum bassUcum), (79) Bistdrak (Tiari- 
dium indicnm), (so) ChMttain (Alstonia scholaris), (21) Chdab- 
mugrd (G-ynocardia od Grata), (22) Jd&h&lgtdd Jaipal or cro ton-oil 
plant (Croton tiglium), (23) Rrri or castor-oil plant (Ricinas com- 
rrmnis), (24) Chttra or L&hhilra (Plumbago rosea), (25) CMwp$k 
or Chdmpd (Michel i a ebarnpaca), (26) Chkagaldii (Sphasranthus 
mollis), (27) Dhuturd (Datura a!b&), (28) Dhaniyd (Conundrum 
sativum), (29) Dsbddru (Pinus deodars), (30) Gd& (Diospyros 
embiyopteris), (gr) Gol&nchd (Tinospora cordifoLia), (32) GAriiit 
Kumdri (Aloe perfoliata), (33) GandJiad?hdduli (Paederia faetida), 
(34) Hindul (Enhydra hmgcha), (35) NaritaM (Term in alia chcbuLa), 
(36) Horse-radish (Cochlearia armoracia), (37) Ildrjord (Cissus 
quadrangulads), (38) Haldi or turmeric (Curcuma longa), (39) 
Isdimtd (Aristolochia indica), (40) Jayantia (jEschynomenesesban^ 
(41) J&bd (Hibiscus losa-sinensis), (42) Jhampri ( Abutilon asiaticum), 
{43) Jird (Carum cuius), {44) Ajaw&n (Ptychotis ajowaii)^ .(45) 
Kaldpndih (Andrographis paniculata), (46) Kdl&dhuturd (Datura 
fastuosa), (47) Jamun (Eugenia jamb ol ana), (48) Kathbrf (Feronia 
elephantum), {49) Khayer (Acacia catechu), (50) Kola K&fkdsania 
(Cassia sophcra), (51) Kada-mbo, (Naudea cadambu), (52) Khdpdprd 
(Gldetdandia biflora), (53) Kdidddnd (Pharbitis nd), (54) Kdla- 
jird (Nigclk sativa), (55) Nttreki (Wrightia anti-dysenterica), (56) 
LitrtM or gdddi marich (Capsicum annmim), (57) Mdddr (Cato- 
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tropis gigantea), (58) Mitfhd (Cyperus rctundus), (59) MaMbalibaeh 
{Zingiber icrumbet), 0) MmdM or Indian myrtle (Lawsonia alba), 
(61) Ifasifid (I^iamn usitatia&irnum), (6a) Mdhi (Tngonella fomum- 
grscum), (63) Nh n (Azadiracbta indica), {64) Nishtnda (Yitex 
negnado), (65) N&gpkani (Qpuntia dillenii), (66) Ndgarmuthd 
{Cyperus pertenuis), {67) Talds (Buten frondosa), (6S) Pdfi Wv 
(Cirrus limomim), {69) Punar-naM (Boerbnavia prbcumbens), {70) 
Palitdmdnddr (Erythrina indica), (71) Pdn (Piper betle), {72) 
Ifyul (Piper longum), (73) Pudind (Mentha saliva), (74) P&niphal 
or Smgkdrd (Trflpa, bispiaosa), (75) Fatal {TrichflBanthes dioica), 
(76) Raktdkamal (Nyraphsea, rubra), (77) Sidlkdtiid (Algernone 
meiticana), (78.) Sajitid {Moringa pterygosperrnn), (79) Sij (Euphor¬ 
bia nereifolia), (So) SmdJu (Cassia fistula), (81) Send (Bauhinia 
purpurea), (82) Sydmlafd (Ichnocarpus fmtescens), (S3) St/ratl 
(Bcmbax mal&bariaun), (£4) Sfphdlikd (Nyctanthes arbor-tristis), 
{£5) Supdri (Areca catechu), (86) Smrdj (Vertmia anthelmintics), 
(87) Sii/it Karabi (Rciium odorum), (S 3 ) Sari ska sddd (Sinapis 
alba), (89) S&rishd Mid (Sinapis nigra), (90) Sasd (Cucumis 
sarivns), (91) Sdluh (Nympheta lotus), (9 2) Tefal (Tamarbidus 
indica), (93) Tulsi {Ocimum sanctum), (94) Tobacco (Nicotiana 
tabacum), (95) Tdrdkd (Alpinia allughas), (96) Ttori (Ipomom 
turpethum), (97) Til (Sesamum oriental e), (98) Tagar (Valeriana 
hardwickuh . 

Fairs and Religious Gatherings, —No large religious gather¬ 
ings take place in the District, but there are several fairs attended 
by from one to four thousand persons. The most important of these 
are held at Sbibrildpur, Karanjh, ChStmahar, Mathuri, and Korn I i; 
they last from one to seven days each. The principal articles 
of commerce at these fairs are, horses, cattle, doth, shawls, brass 
and iron utensils, mats, shoes, umbrellas, muskets, leather, drums, 
and female ornaments. The Civil Surgeon states that he is unable 
to trace any connection between those large gatherings and the 
epidemic attacks of cholera that from time to time occur in the 
District, 

Medical Charities.' —There are three dispensaries in the 
District,—at Pdbnd, Duldi, and Sirijganj, 

The table on the opposite page shows the work done by the 
medical charities of the District in the year" 187 2, and also their cost 
to Government and to their subscribers:— 


Statistics of the Medical Charities in the District of Pabna for 1872. 
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The Pasha. Dispensary was established in May 1&53, It is 
partly supported by the town fund, and partly by subscriptions. 
The building is reported to be well adapted to the wants of a 
dispensary; and a large well, sank in the hospital compound 
in 1 3 73, affords a good and convenient supply of water. The 
average number of patients treated annually during the four years 
1870-73 was ztifi. 

The Dulai Dispensary was established in October 18(57. 
With the exception of medicines and instrument';, which are 
supplied by Government, it is entirely supported by the local land- 
owner Maulvl Axim-ud-din Cbaudhari. The average annual attend¬ 
ance of in-door and out-door patients during the four years 1870-73 
was: 2826. 

The SiHAjOAHj 1 Dispensary was established in It is 

supported by the town fund and by subscriptions, to which the 
European residents contribute very largely in proportion to their 
numbers and wealth. The average annual number of patients during 
the four years 1870-73 was 1775. 
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269, 200, $£6-369 ; cultivated and uncul¬ 
tivated, 303. 

Area of each subdivision and police circle or 
Shdnd, in Mnrshid&b&d, 39, 40. 332-336 ; 
P&bnd, 200. 

Area, out-turn of crops, etc,, Murehldtkbdd, 
roc-107 i Pibnd, 305. 

Articles of trade, Principal, in Mursbiddbdd, 
39, 3j0j 157-1^8; Pdbndj 375, 334-330. 
Admits, Other than natives of India and 
Burmab, in MunshLddbiid, 431 Pibni, 302 . 
Aspect, General physical, (rf Murshidtlbhd, 
21-23 ' Eibnd, £74 

inspects, Medical, of Murslii ddbdd, 339-044 ; 
Pdbn^ij 373-376- 

Assumptloii of the Govnrnuicnt, by the 
English, of MurshitlAbdtl, 192-194. 
Asylums, Lunatic, in hlunsbiddbkd, 171, 

A tilkUAlkttt aim S-h CUSB, Mnrohidabid, 171,. 
A us rice In M uisbidibdd, 34, 101, 136; 
PibiiA, 301. 

Arimjmujj a town in Murshlddbrid, 04 


B 

Babla or Dwarfed, a river in Mursh Lthbad, 

33, 3 £ 

BadifhAt Or Ghidsibad, an ancient town in 
MuTshitUMd, 91, os, 

B<tget land tenure En ^undudabid, 120. 
BagbdAogA alluvial char or island In the 
Ganges river, 40 . 

Balance nf trade in Mmshid&tddj tjfl, * 63 , 
169; Pfibni, 339, 34&- 

Ealanee shells or the District of Mmsbidd.. 

bdd. 197, rgS ; P&bnd. 354- 
EandMls, or lanes En rlyars formed by mats. 
In MuTsbLddbdjd, 2% 

Baitbur ler.d tenure in MnrshLdibed, 120. 
Rankers, tbe Seths, In Murshidibid, 353- 
2G5. 

Ranks jr. Alurshldib&d, 170 ; Pdbni, 350. 
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Banks of rfwers in HurstudAbAd, a|-a6; 
PAbr-A, 272. 

Pinsloi, a fiver in MLuTFbidAbAd, ^3, 25, 33, 
EirtJ, a river in FAbna, 371;, 

Bam*! dfttcn rice in MurilsidAbAd, iqi, ioa : 
FAbnA, 277. 

Baldwin, District of, J0, 

Bd-rvi or ddhidn Land tenure in kfurshidA- 
Md, 114, Pibnd, 305- 
Bajliampur or Be rb amp Cue in kfumhidAbad, 
0:tt, 74^89, 236. 

Bailiamjiiir College or High School, ai6“ 
a?a 

Barracks »t Ihirhampur, in Murihidibdd, 73, 
7S. 

Basket-work Ln MurstiidAbAd, 154 E 

PAbnA, 333- 

fi&itu land tenure i n ^faraJitdAhAd, ^o. 
Battles in MurShldAMd, 33, 94, 1B9 1B6, 
187, ipr, 25^ 260. 

BaLtlcs of Gfieria in MursbidAhid, $3, 94, 
ii ; o tgi, 

BsLSAngA ^Eedangoi, a village in Mmihldi- 
, 61, 83. 

Bella NaraTanpnr, a village In M >i rah EdAbAd, 
*7- 

EelbuehJ, a municipality in PAhnA, 275, 291, 
agfi- 

BerhaT^p[>^t^ ,, — St$ Barbampur. 

BcteL-Leaf cultivation in- MurshldibAd, isra, 
to$ ' PAbnA, 30a. 

Bhagiratfil, a. river in MursbidAbAd, r&, 

T| 

Bhagwingoli, a town in Murshidibif, S4. 

Baidyattar land tenure In PAhna, 314. 
Ehairab, a titer in l-CerahldAbAd, 23, 24, 
&&dng cultivation in MurshidAbAd, 104,105; 
PAonA, 30a. 

Shatter land tenure in PAbnA, 314. 

Bi'Ii or swamps in JdurFbLtl.ibtk;, 29, S$; 
PAbna, 273. 

E-irbli'fim District, t3-ai. 

Bi&knnpur District, iq. 

Blights in MurshidAbAd, r3i \ in FAbna, 
325, 32G. 

Blind, Number of, in MursHidibdd, 4$ ; 
FAbna, afSi. 

Emus, Number 0^ In PAbaA, 280. 349, 

Jiarc rice in MurshidAbAd, 30, 34, 100 r 
P4bnd r 301- 

Eotmdaries of Minsk id Ah Ad, i8 7 PAbna, 
270. 

BtAhma SamAj, The, in KurshidAbAd, £7, 
59, 171; FAbna, a68. 

Erihmsns in MunfkidAbAd, 43, 46-50 E 
Pr.br.il, 382, 3Ri>, 3 e 4, 
flcilmaputT*, a rirer in PAhnA. 271, 374, 
Bulk mini, it river in MurshidAbAd, 35. 
BrdAmsflar huii tenure in PAhnA, 314, 
Emsswork in, MuishMAMd. 134. 13&, 1% 
4; FAbni. 337, «jB, 348. 351, 

Build .lists in MurshidAbAd, fir. 

Building stone in MurshidAbAd, 34. 

Bullion, Difference in price of, between Cal¬ 
cutta and MurshidAbAd, i5S, 169. 


Ennis or UrAoAS living in th* CcdntTy in 

MursbEdAbAd, 47. 

Busat, Battle of, MurshidAbAd, 19*. 


Calamities, Natural, in MursbidAbad, 26, 
rgi-i4r a 3*9, 339; PAhnA, 323-327, 37^- 
3 ?a. 

Cnmpbeji's, Sir George, educational reforms 
*n \furshldibdd P aat, ; A^mir 3^1. 

Canals in Murghidibid, 29, 14ft; Palma, 
329. 33m 

Car.c, Sugar, in Mursbi dibid. icq, 303 ; 
Fdbni, 30a, 

Capital and interest in Miurshidebid, 1C9, 

170; PdJbui, 350. 

Capitol, Imptuteti European, in Mursbidi- 
fcdd, I701 PAbni, 350-357. 

Castes, List of. wlfb pielrreapeetiwnmabets. 
puisuils, and relative rank m MuftbidAbidj 
43-43, iB -36; PAbni, 

Cattle :n MursbidAbid, 106-109: FibnA, 

Celtic diseases in ^fmshidAMd, £231, 232, 

Cemeteries in MursbEdibid, 72, 73. 

Census of 1872, its agencies and results in 
MurshirfAMd, iS, 36.4a 1 Fibna, 269, 278- 
280. 

Cereal crops, other than rice, in Mursbidi- 
bid. 104 ; Pibni, 302. 

Cesses, Customaij, or in Mursbidi- 

bAd P 7i, aoo; PifcmA, 318. 

CAdt&mn or service lands in MufshEddbid, 

iar f Pibni. 31*. 

Changes in jurisdiction in ^fuialsLdAJbddj 18- 
21 i l^bna, 270. 

Changes in river courses in Murshldibdd, 
2 lI 26-28 ; Ribni. 294, 293, 

ChaTooter of the popuEatioii in PibaA, 283, 
397r *98- 534. 

Chari table institutions^ in MurtJiiddbAd, 170, 

171, 246-231; Pibni, 374-376, 

Chars or allurial islands in rivers in Mur- 
shEdAbed, 27, 28 ; Pitbn^ 294, gts. 

Chinikid&rs or village watchmen [r Pdbna, 
3 r 4- . 

Chcknii, a river in PlbnA, 276. 

ChiLdrtn, Occupations of, in Mursbidiibiid, 
115; Pdbnd, 307, 331. 353. 

Children under twelve, N nraber of, in Mur- 
shidAbAd, 36-411 Pfibnd, 279-281. 

Cha'era Ip MitrthidibAd, 239. 240, 242' 
PAhnA, 35^374. 

Christian population in Mtir-shidabAd, 43, 
613 PAbnA, a™ ^6r, 384. 288. 

Civil Station of MumhidAbad, iS, 230; 
of PAbni, 270, 280, igd, 

Chmate of IvlurshldAbAd, 236-239 r PibnA. 
369-372. 

Clive, Lord, and the assumption by the 
English of the Subahd&cL of M ‘JishidAbAd. 
192. 

Coal in MirrsbidAbAd, 33, 163-165; in PAbni. 
337. 333, 34^ 
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Col leges ja MurshiddMd, 67 r x 7 1, 315-220- 
Commerce and trade of MurSnidk'oid, 157- 

X&§\ P&bna, 334*35*, 

Communication, Mewu of, 3 a Murshidubdri, 
141-143; Fa bn a, $*$-330, 

Communities living by river traffic: fa Mur- 
^ shidfibajd, s$ h 159-168 \ Pabni, 273-275, 
Company, Trade of the, in Murshidahid, 
8a, 33 , yj, 

Compensating influences in ease of drought 
or fined in Murstiiddbiiclj ad, 133 ; P&bni, 
3 ^ 5 - 

Condition of the cultivators In MmshiddbddL 
JP 7 -107. *<&, 1 1 ?, ISo; Tdbndn 305,306,355. 
Cnudition of the mauttfKtttrilig tlaises ui 
MucsbidAbdd, 154-156 ; Pdbnf, 333, 334. 
Condition of thu people, Material, fa Mur- 
shiddtd.il 96-99, ioy, io8 r 154*156; P^boi, 
S 9 M«. 3 °£. aoSj 333 - 334 ^ 

Conservancy in Muish id ibid, 245. 
CosstaiMdfa, — Set KisimbAiir. 

Cotton goods, European, in MuisbidAbid, 
163, 3644 Pibnd, 336-338, 34a, 348- 
Cotton goods, Native, in MuTEbidkbdd, 50 , 
134, 163, 164 ; P&bnd, 536*338, 

Cotton weaving in MutsfathlHdu E£, I 54 h 
13d ; Pibni, 33s. 

Courts of justice in MurshidAhAd, 23 s, 232 - f 
t PAbni, 35.5, 35)6. 

Criminal dosses in Murshidibdd, 207-210, 
Criminal statistics of Mmsluddbad, 203-2077 
Pdbnd, 356, 

Crops ,—£te Agriculture, Tiils^o, rticc, ctt. 
Cultivated lands in Mursh idnljAd, (05 ; 
PAbofi, 305. 

Cultivators, Condition of tiie. in Marshin A* 
tad, 97, 307- 108, 115, 120 ■ Pdbni r 305. 
306, 

Cultivators' holdings in Kurshidibid, 107. 

10E, rip, iao 1 Pdbnij 305, 306, 315, 
Cultivators rights in MurShsddbdd, 1 r4, up, 
iso; FAlmn, 306, 315. —S« also Tenures 
of Land, and Occupancy rights, 

Cultivating tenures* MurshKldb&d, ug-121 3 
P^hsid, 315, 

Customary cesses or d&ifd&s in MarshsdiMtl, 
7 x, aog : PAhcb, 

Cyclones in MursbiMhAd, 238, 239; F&bni, 
370-372, 


Cailhs by drowning in MurshidibAd, 39'; 
P&frnA, 273, 

Deaths by wild beasts and snake-bite in 
MursbidabAd, 35 ; FAbnd 278,. 

Hihcttar land tenure in DAbfiA, 314, 

Hsittphd, a long-stemmed rice in MursbidA- 
bad, 32, 33, ion; Pibtli, 277, 

Density cf tire population in Murshidthid, 
38-40 7 Pdbnd, a3o, 365, 366. 

Deocndenf tdlukiiti HrxsbidAtAd, 116, 11B; 
F&bnA, 313. 

DhAugffr* Or Urdons living in towns in Mur- 

sSild&bfid, 47 i Pribhl. aBs- 2B4, 

Dlml l&n, a town fa Mursb idihad with river 

traffic, 65, 159-163, 167, 

DifferKr.oc m price of bullion at Calcutta 
and in MurshidAMd, i6S, 169. 

Diiuvion inMurshidAhAcI, 26-2?; PAbnA, 272. 

Diseases fa Murshidabild- 239-243 l Pibai, 
372 . 373 - 

Diseases of oattEcin MuribldAb&d, 2:51, 252. 

Dispensaries in MiuthidattfU, i?i, *46-3517 


'LspensarieS in Mdrih 
Pdbnd 374-376. 
Utilieries. Native, fa 


Distilleries. Native, fa hfuisluddhid, 91, 

Disturbances, Agrarian, in Fabni, 313-325. 

Divorces in Pibnd, 290, 291, 

DJ'wini, Assumption of the, of MtuabldflMd 
by the English, 193, 194, 

Dfwinl History of the, of Murshld&bid 
173-195. 

Domestic smimnls in MurshsdAljdd, 106,109; 

FAbnA, 3 b6 . 

D rahuigev Lines of, fa Murshidihhd, 27, 33; 
P 4 bn^ h 277. 

Dress of the people it MnrshidibAd, 97 7 
Pabr.a, 299. 

Drought in Marshidibrid, 135; PAbM, 326, 

Drowning, Deaths by, ia Marthiddbdd, 29^, 
P^bni, 273, 

Drugs, Indigenous vegetable and mineral 
in MiitdlUdbl 4 , 3a- *44-^4*; PAbni, 

D-.imMi ai,-.. deaf in Muisbiddbdd, 42. Pabnd- 
28:. 

Dutch factory' at KdJhipur in MurshidAbdd- 
■& r ' 

Dwarhi or Eabla, a liver in M arshldiMdt, 
33. 25, 33, 

Dwehfags of the people in Murshidibid, 
97-Sg r Pibni, 299. 300. 


D&Mis, Cotfactoraw yf, 30. 

Ddiiditi or gang or highway robbery in 

Munsbiffahid, 207-209 | Pibni, agd. 

Date spirits tn MutshSdAbid, 4co, 

Daubtibid or Daulatbitjir, a large village 
ahdymunEoipoJjty in Mmshidabild, 82. 

DayrUbfturers in MurshidihAd, no, 114, 

ie^ ; Pibnd, 307, ^09. 

Deaf and d umb in MurshlddMd, 42; P^btb, 
*Sr, 

Death-rate in MurshiddhUd, 244 : In FJIhrb, 

3J3, 373, 


Educational Government grants in Mursliid- 
dfc^d, 228, *397 PAbni t 561. 

Educa-jonal institutions fa MnrahlddMd, 
171, 215-239 r PabntL 

Educations] reforms. Sir George Cp inpbell 's, 
in Murthiclilbid, 2*6 : PiIbnTl, 36 r r 
Eduoatiotia] statistics fa Muishidibie, 17 f, 
215-139 1 PAbnil, |^<j-364_ 

Emnanbmer.ts in M urshidibid, at, afi, ao r 


jshidibid, 25, afi> 29, 


32, 153-133. 

Einlgration from Murshidibad, 45, 46; 
P^tblfei, 2B5, 
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Endemic fever-S En MiiribidAbAd, 339-342 1 
PAbni, 373, 373, 

Engbshsc^ols loMursbLdAbad, 171; PAbna, 
36s, ghg, 

EnbEwCenseni of emu in MurslLiddbAd, 130, 
ijev 431 : PAbna, 317, gaa, 321. 

Epidemics in MurshiddbiliJ, 235-24 * L , PabnA, 

Ei'ta[ cl", F Number 'if, in Murahi dAhAd, 116, 
ecu, 232-236 ; PAbnA, 3iOj gia, 353, 355, 
366-3651, 

Estates, Resumed, in MursbidAbid, 116; 
PAbnA, 311- 

Pstntfcs, Rent-Ires in MurshidihAd, iq 5 , xar, 
■ran j PAbna, 314-316. 

Ethnical division of the people in MuTshid.- 
AbAd, 43-43 ; PAbnA, 281-394. 

Excise in M ufshidAhAd, 199, scO i PAbnd, 

354 - „. 

Expenditure cf the District of MurshtdAbad, 
igS-soi | PAboA.. 353 - 555 ' 

Expenses of living in MuishidAbid, 59 ; 
PibnA, goo. 

Exports of MuriliEdAbdd, eg, 3c, 157-16S ; 

PAbni, 274, 375, 334, ... .. 

Exports* Statistics of, from M uiKild&UAu, 
mg, 364 ; PAW, 357, 336. 

Eurasian* in MursbLdabAd, 43, 

European* in MursbidibAd, 43 ■; FAbtiA, 

sSa, 

European piece-goods in MuT$hEdAhAd, 163, 
164 ; PAbna, 337, ggE, £44, g4& 


r 

Factories in MursbidAbad, 8s, 68, 91, 153 r 
PAbna* 295, 330, 331. 

Family history of the Sethi of Muishidabad, 

Fairs ani^religions gatherings in MurshidA- 
bid. J 4 i M, * 57 , 245 I PAbnA, 334, 374. 
Fallow lands in MursnirtAbod, 33r„ 17c ; 
PAbna, 315. 

Famines of 1769-70, i 3 f 55 , and 1674111 Mur- 
sbidabAd, 136-140 r PAIitiA, 526, 327. 
Farnint waruings [o M erahidibad, 136; 
PrfJbmA, 337, 336. 

FAuisddngA, French settlement in MurskidA- 
bad, or. 

Ftis-It jmnd land terram in MurshidtEbdd, 

ns- ng- 

FcmaLes., Occupations of, in MnrsbldAhAd, 
irg; PAbni, 289, 307, 331, 5 S a ' 

Females, Proportion of. ffi population, in 
MurshidAhAd, 38-4* ; PAbnA, 279,281, 
FennALe sdsoulsi fn MursbLdAbad, 171, 222- 
335, 228 ; PAbni. 360, 362,3154. 

Ftr* n aiztra in Mntsbidamd, 34, 35 j. 

PAbnA, 277, 278, 

Ferulas in PAbni, 272, 273, 330. 

Fevsr, Malarious epidemic, in MursbidAbid, 
239-242 PAbni, 372, 373. 

Fibm crops in MurshidabAd, 104, 105; 
FAbnA, 302.—AVc also Jute, Hemp, Flax, 


Filatures* or silt-winding: fact0net, in Mm- 
shidAMd, Si, 88, 90,146-15-* ; PAbuA, 33c. 

divisions orList flf, in Mur- 
shidibAd, 232-23.6; PAbni. 366.365. 

Fish, fisheries, ftsnerv tenures, and fishing 
villages in MursbidAbid, 30-32, 33, 120 ; 
PabnA, 275-2,77, 311. 

Flax, Cultivation cf, in MurabidibAd, 104: 
FAbn A, gp2r 

Floods inMarshidAbad, 26,131-133; PAbni, 
$*& 

Food of the people in Marsh IdAbid, 95 ; 
PAbnA, 3 jocl 

Foreign and abteiHet; landloids in Mur- 
shidAbad, 140, 141 : PAbni, 326. 

Forests and jungles jn MnrshidabAdj 34 r 
PabnA, 277. 

FcTcsi and jUftgT* prodnets in MrrsbidAbAd, 
34; PAbnA, 277. 

French factory at Saidibid in MnrahidAbAtl, 
91. 

Frail-irees and, fruits in Muruhi AAbftd, 3 £O 0 i 
PAIjnd, 303. 

Fisro ilure of tbc people in MurahldAbAd, 99 ; 
PAbnd, 300, 


G 


G-smc, Smallj in WUMJiidAMdj 35 ; FibnA, 

3 y 3 p 377 » ^ 

Ganges cr Padmft river, fit MuishidabAd, 16, 

So, 33, 34 ; PAbni, 271. 

OJ.71K ( eultiva'.ion in MursbidAbAd, ia|, jog i 

PAbni, gei- 

Genaml physical aspect of Mursh idifsAd, at - 
23; PAbnA, 271. 

Geology of MurshiddbAd, 32 , 23, 34; PAbni, 
271, 

GhiAsAbad Or RadHfiAl police station in 
MurthidAbAd, 91, 92. 

Ghnis Or lniidsng-pLuces for boats in PAbna, 
293, 

Gher.A T Daitiss cf, in MursbidibAd, 93, 94, 
i8l, 191. 

G&atin, a calcareous earth used! for mahing 
time in MursbidAbsd, 34, 

Girls' schools in Mur^hidAbAd, 171, 353-225, 
238 ; PAbnA, 360, 362-364- 
GorAbi^Ar, Suburb &f H,-irh&mpur jn Mur- 

shidAbAd, 76; vinit stat-lsties, 244- 

Gt>vem menl, Assumption of the, of Mur. 

shUlAbid by the Engllsli. 192.194. 
Government estates ns MurshidibAd, 31, 
jid; PAbni, 411, 31a. 

Government fisheries io MursbldAbAd, 3 E I 
PAbni, 276, 311. 

Government grants for education in Mur- 
shidabid, ryr, 216,228; PAbni, 360- 
364. 

Green crops in MurshidAhad, 104, 1051 
PAhod, 302.. 

Gunny, Trade in, in MurshidAbad, 154, 163, 
164; PAbr.A h 338, 347, 353, 
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IJaldl 0“ tumeric in FAbnd, 502. 

HatAiAgar,. a river in FAbnA, 273, 275. 

Hastings, W&nnn, in MuishidAbAd, zE, 71, 
lEg, *90, 393. 

Headquarters of Mfcrshiddbid, iEj 230; 
PAbnA, 27101, sPev ^96. 

Hemp, Cu] lived ion of arid trad* in, In Mur- 
shidAMd, 104, 105. 154 ; PAbetfi, 30?, 

Higher schools in Mursbiuibid, 2*5 ; FAbnA., 

tribes In Murshidehid, 43, 413.43; 
PALmA, *79i eSs, 234, 285, 

Hills I il Mursbidibidj 23 ■ PAbnA, 271, 

Hindu population in MurshidAbAd, .33-45, 

4® n S^. 57 - 5 P ? PAbnA, 3715.2S2-E64, 236 -eISB. 

Historical Inieneet. Place* cf, id MunsiiidA- 
bAd, B7-94. 

History, Early, cf MunhfdAMd, i9-3t; 
PAbnA, a 70. 

History of the DfwAni and NawAbs of Mur- 
shitlAbdd, 172-193, 

History of the&eths of MurshidAbdd, 252-263. 

Holdings of the cultivators in Harsh idAbdd, 
107, icfl ; PAbnA, 306, 315, 

Houses, Number of >n MutsllidAbAdj 39, 

401 FAbnd, 279, 280. 

Houses of the people in MursbiddMd, 97- 
99 i PAbnA, 299, 300, 

Humayun Jnh, NawAb cfMmsbidabAd, 194. 

Husbandmen .—Stt Cultivators. 


idP 


I 

IchhAtnatij a river in PAbnA, 27a 271. 

Idiots, Number of, in Mursbidihijd, 41-42.; 
FAbnd, eEil 

fjdrd, n Innd tenure in HmhidsJbAd, 117, 
tjG i FAbnA, 313, 334- 

I mAmbArA in Muisb idiliAd city, 67, £6. 

Immigration into MurshictAbAd, 43, 46; 
PAbnA. 2E5, 

Implainants yf ngrkultur* In MurshidAbdd, 
109 i PAbnA, $n6. 307, 

Imports of Murshi^Abid, 29, 3a, 157-jAa - 
PabnA, 274, 275, 334, 330-339- , 

Imported capital in Mursbiddbad, 170; 
FAbnd, 350-332. 

Incomeoftltc District of HuniidibAdj 196- 
edi ; PAbnA. 353 - 365 ; 

Incomes and Income TnH, in Mu S' allid Ah del, 
T73 ; PAbnA, 353, 

Independent (dluh in MursfddAbAd, ■ 

PAW. 306, gxg. 

Indigenous schools in Mursbiddbad, sai, 
227, 22E : PAbnA. 361-363. 

Indigenous vegetable drugs in Murshidi- 
bAd, 34+ 244-246; PAbr.a, 373, 374. 

Indigo cultivation. manufacture, and trade, 
in MurshidAbAd, 29, aoo, 103, 152, 153, 
163, 164 ; Pdbnd, 302, 330, 337, 338, 

Insane prisons. Number of, Ln i+urshidibdd, 
41; Fabnd, 2E1. 


Institutions, etc*, in Mursbiddbid, 170-172; 
F&bnA, 332. 

Interest, Rates of, in MursbiddbAd, 1S3, 170; 
PAbni, 330. 

Intermediate land tenures in MurthidAfrAd, 
XKwiBj Pdbna. 31^-314, 

Iron, Manufacture of and Unde in, fa Mur. 
^ildAbhd, si, 33- 34, fy, rtSj F 164; 
PAbnA, 337. SJS, 348- 

IrrigatLon In MursbldiMd, 130-131 ; PAbnd, 

3 a 5 - 

Isth&rdt-i land tenure In MursbiddbAd, aid; 
PAbnd, 314. 

Ivory carving in KuisliidAbdud, 133, 134, 


J 

Jnfar Khjin. or Ifursbid Kuil K.bdm, a NavvAb 
of MurshidibAd, 173-178. 

JagaL Ssth, The banking bouse of, fa Mur- 
shidihAd. 232-263, 

Jail statistics and manufactures in Munshidli- 
bdd, 210-215 * P^-bnA, 338-3$o, 

Jains, A religious Sect in Har 9 b 5 d(Mclr 38, 
158, 159, 264, s$S- 

Jnlungff. a liver In MursblddbAd, afl, so, 23, 

yaiw^FIsbery) tenures in MmsbidAbid, 
31, i2y ; PAhna, 275, 276, 311. 

fitjKd or jot tenure in MurshidAbAd, 1 17, 
1 18, E20 ; Pftbnij 313, 3i3.“i’« zlio 'Jot- 
dArs, 

J am n-Kindt Or Kindt, & town En HurshklsV- 
bid, fio, flr, 

TnmuhA. a river in PAbnA, 271, 272. 

JnngipUT: or Jabdngfrpnr, a trading town in 
SfnrshldAndd, 29, 81-B2, 139-160^ td?. 

Jfagnnjr A tradingtown in MuiahidnbAd, 63, E4. 

jihiMi £dluh land tenure in PAbnd, 313, 

yaiddrs in HursbidAbAd, ir7, 11D, 120 r 
PAhni, 30^ aar-gTS. 

Jungles and jungle products in MyrshidAbid, 
34; Pdbndj 377. 

Jungles, Reclamation of, in MurebldAbdtl, 
E03. 

Jurisdiction. Changes of. In MursJiidAbdrt. 
eS- 21 ; FAbnA, 17a. 

Jute, Cultivation af and tiade in, in Mur- 
ahidibad, 104- ^Mi r S 7 ^ l 53 j 1^2-1641 
Pdbni, 373-275; 293-296, 302-303, 307, 
309, 3 =^ 3 $ T ‘ 334 - 33 * 337 - 334 =- 
34 1, 343 ^ 46 - 


K 

Kalkapur, die slLc of oLd Dutch factory in 
MarshIddbAd, 91. 

KizHidr or blaoksmitb in MurehfdihVi, 44, 
40; PAbnd, 263+ 286. 

KAni or Maursitiij, or Hor, a rivet in Mur- 
sbidAbAd, 25. 
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Kindi cr Tamil-Kindi, a town in Mlitthldi- 
hid. So, Ei. 

or nodular limestone in Murshidi- 
b&d, st, 34. 

KarAtoyir a-river in Pibni, a?r. 

KdsLmbizir {Cossirtiljam-), m Murshidib&tL 
87-90, 

Kh&i- Mih&h or Government estates in 
Pdbni, 313. 

Kotdis 01 KotwiiS in MuTshldibad, gfi r aar, 

Kuiyi, a river in Murshidih&d, 25, 


Labourers in MurthidiMd, *97, axe, 114, 

ns : t'etiiri., 307, 

Lac Trade to Murshidihdd., 34, 163, 164; 
PibnA, 3*7, g^S. 

Tjnksfi in Mursindihid, 28, 29 ; labor.., 073, 

* 73 - „ , , 

Ld&kir&j or revenue-free land tenures m 
Murshidibid, aOB, isz, r*a ; Pibnd, 3*4- 
316. 

Land, Cultivated, in Mursbiddhid, 103 | in 
Pibna, Tftj r 

Land, FsJiow or uncu.tiva.tcd, in Muishidd- 
fcirf, njg, 131: Pibni, 305 
Land. Measures of, in Muqhidibdd. reg¬ 
ard ; in Piboa, 309, 

Land, Redamaden of, in MursbidAbit), 3s, 
103. 

Land rtWJmfi in MittlUMnitl, x x6, T^d-aoi, 
sg^-sgd; PibM, 353-355 366-369. 

rKvarr.ie under the ofuhammador.s in 
Murshiddbid, 176, 1*79, 19^ 195, 196. 
Land Settlement in Murstuddbid, ir 5 i in 
Pibni, 310, gar, 313. 

Land, Spare, in Mursbidibdd, Ti£ j Pibns, 
310. 

Land tenures in MurahldiMd, 113-123: 
Pibni, 310-31*6. 

Landed estates in Mursbidibid, aid, rsi- 
123, mi, 233-336; in Pibni, 310, 353-35$, 
366-359. 

Landholders in MLo-sb’dibid, 116, to (-1=4, 
I#* 4 oi, avs-stffi 1 jnPAkmd. 31&, gn, 32$. 
353 - 355 - 3 ^ 3 ^- 

Landless labourers in Mursbidibid, 97, im, 
314, 115: in Pinna, 307, 309. 

Languages spoken in Murshidibad, 316. 
Lepers, Number of, in Mars hi da bad, 4a;: 

in Patna, a 9 i. 

Library in P£bn6, 553. 

Lw and limestone In Marsh jdAb id, 21, 
3+ ** 3 - i6 * : 1,1 PibnfL 335 3 S 7 > 33 ^. 
Linseed in Mueshidibdd, 104 163, 164; 
Pibni, 922, 337- 336 - 

LiLerary inshtu Liens in M'irsbidAhid, 172; 
Pibni 3 S 4 - 

Liring, Cost of, iu Mursiii dibid, 99 j 
Pibni, 300. 

Long-stemmed rioe in Murabidibid, 3a, 33, 
Jew ; in Pibni, 377. 

Jamadc asylums in Murshidribid, 249-35i. 


Lyall, JaS., and Co., a Silk, firm in Mur- 
shidibad, 151, 


M 


MaAdjm or village money-lender in Mura 
sbldlbid, 97, 170; Pibni, 294. 304. 
Maidapur, the old Civil Station of Murshid- 
ibid, 76, 

Malarious fevers in MurshiiMbid, 339-343, 
Maldali, EHstritt of 1$, ao- 
M&les, Proportion of. in population In Mur- 
ftbidibiid, 38-41 r Pibni, 279^81. 

MdJts Jn Mursbiddhid, 44, 50 \ Fttlmi, 283, 
287. 

Mandats nr village headmen in Muisbid- 
ibid, 95, 96, aai ; Pibni, 398. 

Mansuri Ali Khan, the present biawib of 
Murshidabddr 19C 

Manofacture* in ^Turshidibid, 146-? 541 
Pi&ni, 3 JO-^ 3 - 

MnmfaoUirW omsses, Condition of the, in 
Mnrshiddhfd, 154-156 ; Pihni, 333, 3^4, 
Mar.nre in M L jrsh:dahi 5 ,1501 Pibn^ 504^ 525. 
MargfrAm, a toun in Murfhidibid, tig. 
Marriage customs among the Muhammadans 
in Patna, age^ agr. 

Marshes in Muishidah^d, a8, 29 r Pibni, 373, 
Marshes, Cultivation and reclamation of in 
Murshidibiif 33, 103; Piboi, 277. 
Mat-inakitlg in Murthidib^d, 154: Pibnd, 
SS 3 - 

Materia] eonditi&n of thepeople in Murslndi- 
hid, 9S.99, 154-156 ] Fihn^, 553- 

, , 

Maumihi, or Mor r or Kind, a river in Mur- 
shidibid, 25. 

Maitrusi land tenure in Murshiddbid, 117, 
it8 l Pdbnd, atg, 314. 

Mmuolmi in MnL'shidtihlid, 73, 73. 

Maatdi or townships En Murshldt£bid r 39, 
40 ; Pibui, 280. 

MmhxrZ idiuAi in Mnrshidibid, n£^ ar8 , 
Pdbui, 313, 

M«ir.s of communication in Muishidibid, 
f4E-i4-6 ; Pibni, 338-330. 

M&uores nod weights in Murshidibid, a 13, 
11+; Prtbud, 309. 

Medical aspects ol Murthidabid, 33.9-344 f 
cf Pibni, 573-376. 

IfedEea] eharitses and dispensaries in Mur- 
shiddbid, 171, 246.251 ; P&bni, 374-576. 
Meteorological aspects cf MurshEddbatl, 33^6- 
339 Pibni. 369-372. 

Middle schools in Mursbidibit], 171, 426, 
237; Pibni, 364. 

Minerals of Mursbicabdd, 33, 54, 

Mint nt Calcutta, 35B, 359. 

Mini ,-u Mursbiddbid, 174, 253, 25S-* 

Mir Jafur, Kawib of Murshidibid, i 36 -i 3 S f 
t$i. 

Mir Kasurij Nawab cf Murshiddbad, 186-191. 
Mini,pur, n. village in Murshidibid, formerly 
tnhab it ed by sOk weavers, 152, 155, 242. 
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Missionary schools in MtndilUbU, *yi. 

M;*e(l races in Muishid&bdd, 43, 

Mode) schools iti MurihidribicL tjt, 22&1 
VOok, 362-364 

Mor, nr MwmiHtlj w Ktfmi, a river in Miir- 
ghid&bild, 35. 

Mortality of the District of MursbidibAi, 
3^9-24+' Pilrai, 37B.W5, 

Mn&ques in MursbidAbad, 66-6B, 70, 177, 
379 ; PiboA, 316, 

Mubarak-nd-Daula, Nawab of MunhidibAd, 
1 - 93 = * 94 - 

Muh&mmndan ceremonies in MiriSbidALiAd, 
$@-70 1 P&bnA, 369-*91. 

Muhammadan education In PAlmA, 

Muhammadan cnaxrifcge custom* in PAbnA, 

aotii 293, 

Muhammadan population of MursbidsibAd, 
36, 41, 4.3,, 59, "dr j PAbn^ 379-281, 384, 
2B8, 38c. 

Muhammadan revenues in MursbidAbAfl, 
176* i 79 i rga, rp5, 396, 

Maksrr^H land tenure in PAbnd, 3 14 

Mulberry cultivation in Marshidftbad, 83, 
97, too, 305, 15s. 

Muolcipflilities. of MutshidibAd, fy, 63; 
PrUbnA, 

Municipal polict of MurshidAhAd, 203 ] 
Pdbni, 337, 

Murarai, a railway station and centre of rice 
trade in MursbidabAd, 85, 161. 

Mirrshid Kuli Klidn or Jafar Khdm, first 
NawAb of MurshldibAu, and founder of 
WurshidAbild city, 65, 65 ^ *73-178, 

MUHSHtHAKAD DISTRICT— 

Geographical Situation, Area, and Head¬ 
quarters, 37, iB : Boundaries and Juris¬ 
diction, 18-aa ■ General Aspect of, 31-33 j 
Hills, 33; Rivers, 33-33 1 Lakes And 
Swamps, 38 , ag r Canals, 39; River 
Traffic, ag, 30; Fisheries, 30-33 ? Marah 
Crops and Products, 33 j Lines of Drain¬ 
age, 33 j Mineral Products, Jungles, end 
Forests, 33-34; Fen* A T nlTtT*£, 34-35; 
Population, Early Estimates oE 35-36 J 
Census of *87=, Its Agencies and Results, 
* 0 , 3^-35 ; PopidaDon according tn ■ Sex 
and Age, 38-43 1 Abstract nf the Popula¬ 
tion of each Subdivision and Police Circle, 
39-40; Ethnical Division of the People, 
43-45; Emigration and Immigration, 45- 
46 i Aboriginal Tribes and Hillmen, 46- 
Jfl j Population according to Occupation, 
48-56 ; Castes, 43-56 r Religious Division 
of the People, 57-61 ; Division of the 
People into Town and Country, 5 t- 5 a 
MnmndAbAd Town, 63-741 RsrhiWSlpvr 
Town, 74-80 fKundi Town, 8o, B* ^ JangL 
pur Town, Br, S* j DftUlwAbid, Sa : Eel- 
dangd ^Sometimes Spelt Badango) Town, 
03; Muirgrdm Town, |3 ; Smaller Towns 
0n j Villages, 83-67 ; Places of Historical 
Interest, Fairs, and Religious Gatherings, 
; VLllage Officials and Notabilities, 

95- 96 ; Material Condition cf the Pcopic, 

96- 99; Agriculture, 99-107 ; Rice, ior- 
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104; Other Cereals and Fibres, 104 105; 
Miscellaneous Crops, rog ; Ar^a, OuiFtuim 
of Crops, 105-107 f Condition of the 
Peasantry, 107-iDB ; Domcstie Animals, 
roS-rop; Agricultural Implements, Wifb^ 
and Prices, 109-113 \ Weights- and Mea¬ 
sures, rr5-rr41 Labouring Classes and 
Sparc Lands, 114-115 j -Land Tenures, 
315-135; Rates Of Rent. 133-130; Maduitt, 
Irrigation, and Rotation OF CrOpS, *30, 
131; Natural Calaniitiet, vqi-135; Famine 
Warnings, 136; Famines of 1700-7^ 
and 1S74, 15&-X40; Foreign and Absentee 
Proprietors, 140, ^4* i *™d5, 141-146 ; 
Railways, 146^48; Man^faetitres, 148' 
3561 Material Condition of the Manufac¬ 
turing Classes, 154-156; Commerce and 
Trade, 157-169 ■ Capital and Interest, 169, 
370; Imported Capital, 170; Institutions, 
370-173; Newspapers and Printing Presses, 
373 i Incomes and Income Tax, 173; 
History cf the DfwdnJ, and 0 iagi&phica 3 
Sketches of the several Wawobs, 17a- 

195 ; Revenue titid*r the Muliammadaft 

RuL^ 195-1(96 1 Revenue nod Expendi ture 
of the District, igfi-eyi; Balance Sheets 
of the Districl, 397-aco; Land Revenue^ 
aor; Subdivision of Estates, aoi; Opera¬ 
tion of the Rent I_aw r Number of Suits, 
otc., 3013 Protection to Person auc Pro¬ 
perty, 3011 Felice Statistics, 300003« 
Criminal Statistics, 303 - sot ; Criminal 
Clo&tei, sc7-*io; Jails and J Hit Statistics, 
*10-415; EdmatLon rtnd Educational 
Statistics, 415-449 1 Postal St&tistlca, ~ au- 
4:50; Administrative Divisions, 430-432 ; 
Fiscal Divisions, 334-436;: Meteomlogy 
andOimato, 336-339 f Medical Aspects of 
the District, 239-344 f Diseases, 240-243 ; 
Vital Statistics, 343-044; Indigcno'js Vege¬ 
table Dregs, 344-246 1 Charitable Dispen¬ 
saries, 346-353 ; Cattle Diseases, 35£-353 ;: 
Family H ittCry of the Seths, 353-365. 

MuW-TdAlAl Cr Mak&udibAjd city, iB, 6a- 

n- 

Mustard, Cultivation of. In MuiihitEbdd, 
34, ico, m=4 T r FAbiisL, 304. 

Mutijbii, a suburb ol Mnrsbidibrid city, 73. 

Mutiny in 1857 at Earhampur, 77-3*, r 


N 


Nadiyd District, IB, so. 

NalbAti, a town aad railway Station in Mnr- 
shldAbM, 93, 146, 147, 16B. 

N^.plt or barber cast* fo Murehidibhc, 50 1 

in Phbni, 286, 

ftariva Christians in MurehidAbdd, 45, 63 ; 

Pairnd, 484, 403 . 

Native medical pradiiLonew In hfu^hidibad, 
443. 

Nats, a gipsy tribe in MmfalUUd, 43, 46- 
48 j Piibni, 


r 
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Natural caktnitteS in Miurshiddbid, i5, T. 3 I- 
141; PAbnd, 335-537, 

Nawdbs, History of Iba, of MurshiddMd, 
NifflWbu^ Daubi, Nuwdb of MuishidAbAd, 

191. 19a. 

Ndrim-ul-MuIki rtfawab of MurshidabAd, T94. 
Newspapers :□ MunhldAbdd, -175 ; PAbnA, 

N^ltCnJ^t In MurshidAbiid. 67,171,^5. 

NizAmat fund ju Murshiddbid, 194. 20c. 
NoTmeJ school In MurshldAMd, e?i, 22B; 
PAbni, 3152-364. 


o 

Occupancy rights of cultivators in Murshidd- 
hdd, 114, 130 : Plboi, 3c6, 313. 
Occupations of the people in MTrfShidib&d, 
45-56, no. 156 : Pabni, 28 r, 307, gtL 
OlL-sws, Cultivation of and trade in, in 
MurshidAhdd, 104; P&bnA, 302. 346- 
Out-tum of crops, etc., in Marsh id ibid, 
105-107 ; Pibnd, 305, 


P 

FahKA DtETRICT—■ 

Geographical Situation, Aten. andHead- 
auarters, *69-370Boundaries and. Jniis- 
dlctnoa, *70; General Aspect, 071; Rjvers, 
*71-373; Alluvion and Diluvion, 37a; 
Ferries, 1171-273; Lakes and Marshes, 
4731 River Trafic, 373-^75; Fisheries, 
275-276 i Marsh Cultivation, 376, 377 ; 
Lines of Drainulge, £77; Jungle Produce, 
377 - /'frit ^faturrS, *77*^8 ; EsLiinaLES 
Of edition, fljSj Census of 1672, its 
Agencies and Results, 2 7 8,279; Population 
according to Sex - , Age, and Religion, 379- 
2Sr i Ethnics] Division of the People, =Bt- 
2B4 ; Aboriginal Tribes 364, 365; Em |gm~ 
troii and Iitmlgratlofi, 265 ’ Population 
According to Occupation, 286-286 r Castes, 
236-288: Religious Division of the People, 
288-290;' Marriage Customs among the 
Muhammadans 390, 391; Division of the 
I'eople Lnva Towu and Country, ipt-sjfl ; 
Pibni Town, 2 y:-J 93 ; SltAJgnnJ Town, 
293-256; EeJkuchf Town, 296; Smaller 
Towns and Villages, 296.298; Village 
Officials, 29S-259 ; Material Condition of 
the People, 299.300; Agriculture, 301-505 ; 
Ri-ap, 30Z, goo ; Other Cereals and Fibres, 
302-305 ; Miscellaneous Crops, 303, 305 ; 
Area, Out-turn of Crops, 305; Position 
of Ihe Cultivators, 305, 306 ; Domestic 
Animals, 396 ; Agricultural Implements, 
Wages and Pricey 3^309; Wdchtl und 
Measures, 309 | Landless Day-hTnourers. 
gog, 310; Spare Land. 310 ; Laud and 
Fishing Tenures, 310-316 ; Rates cf Rent, 
316,317 ; Agrarian Disturbances, giR-gi^:; 
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Manures, Irrigation, and RotEition of 
Crops, 325; Natural Calamities, 339, 336 ; 
Th* Famines Of 1866 and 1874, 326,*327 ; 
Famine Waruinj^ 327, 32$; Foreign and 
Alrsentee Proprietors, gafi; Roads and 
Other Means of Communication,, 338-330 ; 
Manufactures, 330-333 ; Condition Of the 
Manufacturing Classes, 333, 334; Com¬ 
merce and Trade; 334-35P ; CdpJtaJ and 
Interest, 350; Imported Capital, ; 

Institutions, 351; Newspapers, 352, 353 ; 
Income of the District, 353 I Revenue and 
Expenditure. 353 f EalSjice Sheet of the 
District. 354 1 Land Tint, etc,, 353-355 i 
Operation of the Rent Law, 3^5, 356; 
Police Statistics, 356-358 ; Jail and Crimi¬ 
nal Statistics, 338-360 ; Idducatioaat £!tsv 
dstirs, 360-364 r Postal Statistics, gir, 365; 
Adminis trative Divisions, 363-366; Fiscal 
Divisions, 366-3.69; Climate, 369-372; 
Cyclones, 370-373 ; Rainfall, 371T Medical 
Aspects; 373, 373; Vital StftlisticS; 37a; 
Epidemic Dfseaat^, 373, 373 ; Liricgen ous 
VE^etoble Drugs, 373, 374 ; Fairs and 
Rdi^ous Gatherings, 374; Medical Chflii- 
I ties and Dispensaries, 374-376, 

Pillnd Town, 291-293. 

I Fadma or Ganges, a river in Mnrshiddhdd, 
20, 33, 24: Fdbni. 270, 371, 

PahiriA Mils, an aboriginaL tribe in Mur- 
stiidabad, 46, 55. 

PfH&tin. or police Senioft tenures in, Mur- 
shidibAd, rat. 

Palaces In MurcbiJjfcbidi 66. 7f. 

Pd ft or Ijetel eulrivadon in Morshidibid, 
roo, 105 ; PibnA, 302. 

r Pattehdyafi or village tribunals in Mur- 
sbicibdd, 96: Pibud, 290. 

Pdper manufacture in Pabnd, 331-333. 
/Wifj.v-ivf.'E'r, vil lug* officials in Pifanii, 298. 
Pprgaxfis Of Ff^cal DivEsioos, Alphabetical 
Hit of, in MurghLddbdd, 232-236; PAbui, 
366-369. 

FasLure or grazing lands in MurshlddbAd, 
34 r PobnA, 305. 

Paikidjdf or indigenous village schools In 
Munshidatdd, 227, 227, 2*3; PAbnA, g6r* 

3 % 

Pol-nin *l laml leqiure with its sub-tenures, 
his(o?jr, legal iucidtms, and prevalence in 
MursbiddeSW, n 6 -Xt 3 ; PA bn a, g-ra, 
P-itinufii or 'riltagc aecountAnts, i a M ursliid- 
abAd, 96 ; PibnJ, sw. 

Peasantry, Condition of Lhe, 1 n Mursh iddbiid, 
97, rcy, roB ; RAbnA. ^05, 306. 

People, Material condition of the, 19 Mur- 
ShidibAd, 96-99; F&bnA. 299-301, 

Petotf JiUhAi, a land tenure in inland, 3^4. 
Phallcar laud tenure in MursfiidibAd, jvo- 
Phulj hur, a river in P&hni, 271. 

Phvsinal aspects of Murslriddbdd, ar-23 ; 
PAbnsS, 27r, 

PItju f 7 , a, land tenure in FdbnA, 314. 

PUoes of Historiea] interest or importance in 
Murshidubrid, 87-94, 
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Plasaejr, Battle of, in MursbldAtAd, i86, 187, 
id, 239, aGo. 

Police erreias or tfi&n&s irt MurshldibAcl, w, 
40, aoi, 302; PAbuA, 2#cv 296, 337, gg&- 

Police statistics of MurslndAbid, 301-403 > 
PAbuA, 356, 357, 

Political or admlhiStPalree cIlvlsloeiS Of Mnr- 
sbldAbAd, 330-432 : PAhnn. 363, 3^- 

Population of MurslndAbAd, liarJy estimates 
of, 35, gig ; Census of 1872, anti La results, 
tH, 36-41; comparative density of. 38-40 r 
abstmet of r 1° each snbdivision and police 
circle, 39, 40 ; according to atfe, 1 religion, 
and sej( r 38-43 ; ethnical division of, 4-1- 
45; according to' occupation, 43-56 ; re¬ 
ligious division of, 33-41. gfi-di; divided 
according to town ond country, 6 e-@7- 
Qt PAbnA-—early estimates of. 373 ; Census 
of 187a, and its results, odg. 376-375, *Sa ;■ 
comparative density of. aSo ; abstract of. 
in each subdivision and. pedioft circle, 280 \ 
according to ngfi. reUgion, and sex. 279- 
361; BCCOrdiw to occupation, s8i r 307, 
gg 1 .; ithnieiiJ, division of, 281-884-; castes, 
33d^t38; religious division of, 288; 
divided according to town and country, 
391-498, 

Postal statistics of MursbidAbAd, 339, Ago ) 
FAbnl, 3&I, 365. 

Potato, Cultivation of tbe, in PabnA, 303- 

Priecs of bullion. Difference in, between 
MursbidAbAtl and Calcutta, itB-tGq. 

Prices of food, etc-. rn Mureluddbad, 99, 
103, 104-, 1.0 7 , 10-9-113 i Pibni, 307-309. 

]>it¥iaw schools in MuraMdibio, 331, 337* 
aaft : PAbuA, 364. 

Principal articles of trade in Mursldddbid, 
137, 163, 164 ; FA-bni, 334-333. 

Principal seals of trad a in MursbitLAbAd, 157, 
139-161; Pdljni. 334 - 3315 ., 

Printing-presses in MurshidibAd, 172. 

Proprietors of land in MisrstildAbAd, 7 i6, 
133,133: Pdbui, gtov 3«, 353' 3S$- . 

Protection to person and property m J 4 UP 

jbtdibid, 3CU i FAbnA, 355-357. 

Pulse crops in MurahtdAbid, 100, 7134, 105; 
FAbnA, 302. 

PunyA or annual settlement of the revenues 
at MurstaidAbad, 7*, 


H 


Regular polio* in MurshlditAd, aOt. aog: 

PabuA, 336, 337, ' 

Relief in famine of 1769-70. 1B66, and 1874 
in MurAbidAbAd, igg, 140I PAbuA, 32*' 
337. 

Religious division of the people in MurshidA- 
bic, 38-41, 56-61; Ptbna, 879-aSr, 288- 

Re^ginua institutions in MursliIdibAd, 17I; 

PiW,aaa. ■ 

Rent-free land tenures in MursJildi.bf.tl, XX 7 - 
121-123 1 FAbnd, 314-315. . - ■ 

Rent, Rates of, io Mtitsbldibad, rod, rag:- . 
130 1 FAbnA, 316, g*y- 

Rcnt suits and disputes iu Mur-shidibAd, 
130, aoi; PAbnAr 318-323, 35&. 

Residencies, Commercial, In MurghidAbAd, 
82, SB. 

Resumption of rent-free tcnUiB by Govern¬ 
ment in MurshidAbrid, nfi 1 PibnA, 


gn- 

Reveuue and expenditure of MursbicLAbAd, 
igd-aou; FAbnA, 3 S 3 - 355 . 

Revenue, Lane, c?f pifursntdibAd, no, rg*- 
aor, 233-236; PAbnA. 3 ,i 5 " 3 £S' 

Revenue under t'l-j Muhammadans, of Mur- 
etudibiid, 17^, * 7 ^ xga r 195, 196- 
Ricc crop in MursbidAbid, 101-103 3 PAbua, 
301. 

Rice, T jong-stemmec, in MurshidAbid, 33, 
gg, 1:02 : PAbnA, 277, goi. 

Rice, Preparations made from, in MursbidA- 
bid. 103 1 PAbnA, got-^OQ. 

Rice. Prices of, in MurshldibAd, 703, *04, 
107. 109-713 i PAbnA, 307-309. 

Rice trad* in MursliiddbAjd, 163, 1(64. 167; 

PAbr-fl* 5S5. 357- 35^, 34^- „ 

Rights of cultivators in Mumludabad. 114, 
I Mi PabnA, 306, 313. 

Rivers of MursbidAbAd, 33-S& : PabnA, 271, 


272, 

River tolls In MurshidabAd, iau, 196. Jm. 
River trade and trafllc iu MurshidAbAd r 
29, 159-166; PAbntb 273-279, 335^- 
351, 

Roads and means of communication in Mur- 
shidabtd, ; PAbnA, 328-349. 

Rnpc-maJciug |a RkbnA. 333. 

Rotation or crops iu MurshidAbAd, igr; 
PAbnA, 303, 30.5- 

Rund police in MursbidAbid, 203 PAbnA, 
3 ^ 7 - 


Railway traffic returns ib MurshidAbatl, tftH. 
Railways In MursbidAliAd, 85, 93, 146-148; 

PAbnA. 330- , 

Rainfall in MurabidAbid, ^3^ =39 ^ PAlma, 

ItAjsbii^dDistiict, iB, 

Rangamiti, an ancient town in MurshidA- 
bAd, 92-93. , 

Rat*s of interest in Mursiudnb&d, 169, 17° J 
PAbni. 350. - 

Reclamation of Und in Mursb IdAbAd. 32, 
10$. ryfi. 

yol. ix. 


Sadr or Headquarters Subdivision in. M11 r- 
sbidAbAd, ago ; RAboA. aSo, 296, 

SafSowcr cultivation and manufsClnrc In 
PAbnA, 533. 

SaidAbAd. stte of French factory in Mur- 
ihldAbAd, 91- 

Saif-ud-DuuI^ NawAb of MutaJiLdihdd, 19s, 
193 - 

Sainvl Zain-ud-Din All KhAn, a NawAb of 
MurshidiiMd, 194. 

2 It 


* 
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SHlt trade in. MnrahidAbad, 162-164, r £3 f 
PAbnijiay. fflBj 34*'w. 

SconilJ, Trie Bfahma, in MuriihldAbAd, 57, 
,5th iti | PAhm^ jaHS. 

Sanitation of MuishiddbAdr 2431 ^AbnA h 
P?- 

EantAl PargooAs, r8 , sC, 

SanLils, a Sdll-iiiEifc in MarshfdriWdi 43* 4 ®j 


SanyAsis in MursJudAbAtl, 45, 49 1 PAbnA, 

Su-fank Khan, NawAb of Muesli idtfbad 
iflo. 

Schools in AfursEiidabAd, 67, r/r, si5-25(1; 
Pibni 3 &> 3 ^ 4 - , ,., .. 

Scats of untie, Princ?pal r in MurshidAbAfl, 
49, 157, rrg-nli; PAbnA, 374, 275, 3.5 4 * 
336, 

ScmL-tfiudbiseJ aborigines in MuesbldA- 
bad, 43. 55, 5tf; Pibda, a 3 =. 

Service 'land tenures in MurSlildAh£d, isz ; 
PAbnA. 314, 

S&Ehs, Family history of the, the bankers 
of MurshidAbdd, *52.565, 

EbLtlcmcnt.The Fecnnuient, inMursfaidibAtl, 
116 ; PAbnA, 3x1, 313- 

Sew, reputation acccLding to, in McrabEdA- 
bid, 58-41 1 PAbnA, 373-381. 

SAilmi iditt&s in Mtushidibit!, Jtj£, Jr8 ! 

• PAbnA, 313. 

Sfiujd-ud-Daula, NiwAb of MuishldahAd, 
17&, 179. 

SliLraarJ, a river in Marsh idilfeAd, 23, 24. 

tiliiia Cnitune of the worm in MurshidAbad, 
149, 150, 

Siii. spinning' and weaving in MuTshldAbAtl, j 
8a, Si, 28 . go. 14a-132, r£4, 156-138, 163, 
t$4; PAbnA, 332, 338. 

Sill. Tatar or jungle, in Murshi dAbid, 34- 

BingA. a nxer Ln MursfiidabAd, 33. 

Sirijganj, the most important toWO ill FAbtiA, 



103- 1S6. 

S at of holdings in MtiTshidAbid, ic^-ioB 1 
RihnA, 305-306, 315. 

Small-pox in MuriiidahAd, 136,153,242,243 ; 
PAbnA, 373. 

SraJtc-bite, Deaths by, in MursbidAbad, 33; 

PAbnA, S73. 

Soil, Description of, in MurshidAbad, 33-34, 
123, 1*4; PAbnA, 371, 

Spare laud £n MiiRbldibAd, 1151 PAbnA, 
3 re. 

Span's, DisLUled, in MetshidAbAd, 91, 100. 
Springs in MmshidahAd, 33. 

Elalisties of towns in MurshidAbAtl, 63 ; 
PAbnA, *91, 

Sletimboai traffic in MtoaaidAbAd, 36; PAbnA., 

Sltke f<Str building ici MnrsbidAbid, 34- 
String, Manufacture of, in. PAbnA, 333. 
Subdivisions of Mu-jiliL^Abad, 40 40 230-254' 
PAbnA, 2S0. 365, 3$fi. 

StJbdmsion of estates in MuisiidAbAd, 117, 
501; PAbnA, 


Sddra castes in MnxshidibAd, 50 1 PAbnA. 
20a. 

Sugar-cAriS, Cultivation of. In MurshidAbAd, 
ickii 105 ; FAbnA, 30a, 

SwEun,pJ lit MiursbidAbAd, zd , 39; PAbnA. 
* 73 ' 


T 

Talknr, n lend tenure In MURbitfAhdd, iso, 

TAiitfo, a Ifinrl. Icnuric in MtirshidAbAd, 116, 
nbl PAImA, 4 nA B 2K0, gtg, 

Tante in M-irsludAbAd, *9, 

Tatar- or jungle silk In MurehirtAbAd, *4, 

Taxes in MurshldAhdd, 199-aox; FAbnA, 

Talkar $f£in MnrahidibAd, oB. 

Temperature in MuisbidAbAd, agt-a^B; 
KbnA, 37a. 

'I'cir.ples in hfursbidAbdd, 3S, 59, 64, 177, 

364. 

Ttnures of land in MnrsbidAbid—estates 
paying revenue direct to Government, nfi; 
intermediate tenures held at a futed rental, 
pain.it, etc., it 6 -ii 3 ; cultivating tenmes 
paying a Variable rent, irp-121 f serviec 
vs-nuties, m; ri^enue-ftice tenures, ra 1- 
123; PAtjnA— oniLnaiy revenue-paying 
tenures, jio-jtt; rfisumed. estates, 311; 
fishery tenures, *76, 311 \ Govemtnent 
cstatos or AAitr iwaij/r, gia ; intamediatc 
tenures, patnii, eto,, gaa-gi+'t rent-free 
tenures, 314; service tenure^, 314 ; culti¬ 
vators' holdings, 3(5 f revenue-fn* estates, 
315, 316. 

Thdrt&s dr poliee circles In MursliitlAbAd, 
40,301.302: PAbnA, 2B0, agb, 297,35G, 

Tillage in MursbidAbAd, rice crops, 301-103, | 
other cereals, cil-secdi, and green crops, 
I04; fibres, 104-1051 miscellaneous crops 
and vegetable 1,05; area, oat-tum of 
ernps, ej.ci, 1*5.107; agrieuliutal ttnple- 
menEa;, ICO; manure any IrrlgatiOJi, 130, 
131: PAbtnf—rice crops, 301; other cereMS, 
olbseeds, fibres, green crops, miscelLarLe&us 
crops, and vcgeJahles, 302 ; area, cut-turn 
of crops, 305 j agricultural ■ icoplcmenis, 
306,3071 manure and irrigation, 325. 

Tobacco in MnrsbidAbid, 163, 164 ; PAbnA, 
302, 337, 33B, 346, 347. 

Tails, River, in Mnrsh idabad, 8a, isi, 162, 

300 . 

TaivnS and munlcfpatitieS in MursIndAbAd— 

62- 83 i MurahidibAtl br MftbsudAbAd city, 

63- 741 ParLampi.ir Or Bcrhampore, town 
and headquarters of the Diifctct, 74-80; 
XAndf or Jamu-KAndf, & 5 - 3 t 1 Jangipur, 
8i-S* I DauIntdbAd. 3 ^ r ReldAngA, Bg; 
MaigrAm, 83-—In PAbrid, 49 (-3561 PAbnA 
town, nQr-393; SiT^genJ, 597, 593-396; 
Re Iky chi, aci, 396, 

Towns, Smaller, itx MurshldAbAd, B347; 
PAbnA, 59G, 397. 

Towtvs and villages, SbWistits of, In Mur- 
sbidAbAdr 6a, 63 i PAbnA, a^it, 5296, 297. 
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Townships in Murstiidib&di Number (if, 3,9, 
4"i; Pibni, a£Ja, 

T^adc End commerce in MursbidEbid, 1 
169; Pibni, 334-352. 

Tmtkij Balance of, in MurshidiMd, ida p 
ifi* ; PRbnA, 339, 346, 

Trade, Principal artLrics of, in MinsbidiMjd, 
* 9 - 3 a . !<S7-^a ; Pibnd P -*75. 334-338, 
Trade, Saits of, in Murshidabad, 39, 


159-1$?; Pdhni, a; 
Traffic on rivers 


39 . i$ 7 < 


33 ^ 


rea ; Piboi, 373-975, 333-339, 35 r r 
ihuffic Hirns oF railways m Mats laid ibid, 
r 58 . 

Treasuries of Murshiddbnd, iBy, iBB. 

Trees, Principal, in MursbidibfLd, ioo, 
Tumierie Cultivation in PdbmL 302. 

Tut or mulberry cultivation in M ursliidri.bEic: P 

3j, 9 ?, roo, 105, x^s. 


U 

ULldpArfl, a town in FlabnA, 27^ 
UrtciftSinKfirL Linds in. MursnidibAtl, 105; 
Pibni, «]£ 

Urdons. a IhilJ tribe in MurahiddMd, 43, ^6- 
.48 r Pibni. a8a, -.104. 

Urivis Ln MursbldEbid, 45 ; Pibni, 064. 
tfsrs of the water supply in Marshiddbid, 
35; P&biui, 275. 

Utbmrft land tenant in. MurshidAbAd, 115, 
119. 


V 

Vaccination in Mnmhtdibdd, 243. 

Vaishnavs in Murshidibad, 45, 57, 58, 172, 
2655 Pibni, 284, 314, 

Vernacular schools in MuIE hid ibid, 171; 
PAbnA, 36s, 363. 

Vegetable,- Cult; rat km of, in Murehl ddbid, 
103; PttbnA, w:a r 

Y&etables, Wild, arid forest products in 
Mursbidib&d, 34. 

Villflgt lastttutLous and officials in Murahidi- 
bid, 95, ad \ Pibni, 298, 399. 

Villages, Numhcr of, in Marshidabid, 39, 
40, 232, 236; Pibni, 279, sBo, sgy. 


Yillagrs, Principal, in MurshidAbid, S&, 05- 
87 r Pibni, ag& 357. 

Village wutcb Of rurul polite in Mytilitdibid, 
3031 Pibni, 357, 

Vital statistic* fn MurshidAMd, '443, 444 1 

Pibni, 37^ 373. 


W 

Wages of labourers and prices in MuTshidi- 
bid, 109-113 ; Pitmi, goo., 501, 30s, 307- 
3 ^ 9 ' 

Wares of the manufacturing 9laS6« lit Mur- 

*LudAbfLd, 153; Piibni, 353. 

WflMbJt Ln MimhidiMrt, 61; Pibni, 290. 

Warnings of tasnlna ip Mutahlddbid, 136 \ 

Pibni, 327, «a, 

Waste lands Tn Muisisidibid, 105, 115; 
Pibni, 305, gro. 

Water supply. Uses of tic, in Murshidibid, 
301 Fibni, 275, 

Wearing in Muish id ibid, 3 s, SB, £561 
rdbni, 33s, 333, 

Weights a nd measures of MmshidAbAct, 113, 
r*4 ■ PAbnA, 309. 

Watson and Cb- 's factories In Mrnsh idibdd, 
151. 

Wheat, Cultivation of, in Marsh id ibid,. 104 r 
Pibni, 302. 

Wild boasts in MurEhidAbAd, 33 ; PEbeA, 
377 P 27S, 

WLLa boasts, Death* by, in Mursbldibid, 
35 ; Pibni. 27B. 

Wild vegetable or jungle products in Mur- 
shiddbid, 34; PibniC 277, 

Wind, Direction and rate of motion of P in 
fcfur-sbidibAd, 23S. 


Y 

Yams, Cultivsricai of, in Mmshidibid, 100. 


Zamtnd&rl estates in MursEudAbAjd, 118, 
I3E, 123 ; Pibnii, 310^ Sir, 353-355, 36S, 
369. ' 
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